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Erica Canfield of the Needlework and Knitting group
with her shawl showing the Fibonacci sequence
Picture by Heather Williams

July Meeting: Tuesday 10th at 2:45
Speaker: Barbara Meyer
Big Cats.
Barbara took redundancy from a job in banking in 2008, obtained a Diploma in
Photography and developed this to a professional level while travelling the
world. In 2012 she registered as a not-for-profit business and focused her work
almost exclusively on raising awareness of endangered big cats, including tigers
and Amur leopards. She supports the work of the WildCats Conservation
Alliance and Wildlife Vets International.
This talk will explain, not only what is most commonly referred to as a big cat in
the conservation world, but will also outline where these cats live and what
problems they are facing in their natural habitat. Furthermore, in her talk,
Barbara will look at conservation efforts which may prevent the extinction of big
cat species.
Attendance at the June meeting: 95 members; 1 Visitor.
Next Meeting: Tuesday 11th September at 2:45
Speaker: Dr John Florance
John Betjeman — More than just bombs on Slough and strapping gels
Dr Florance retired from broadcasting two years ago and now teaches for the
WEA and lectures for other organisations. He conducts pre-concert talks for the
Philharmonia and Bardi Orchestras. He has enjoyed John Betjeman since he was
a student and is the President of the Shires Branch of the Betjeman Society.
Eight years ago he gave the national society's annual lecture in London.
Speakers
We are always keen to hear about good and interesting speakers.
If, somewhere other than U3A, you have heard a talk which you would like to
recommend for a monthly meeting, please contact our Speaker Finder, Elaine
King, and let her know.
(Contact details can be found on the separate contacts sheet.)
Membership 2018 – Additions, Corrections and Updates
The membership now stands at 388.

2

Message from the Chair
I would like to start with a big thank you to Steph Smith who very ably stood in
for me at the June Meeting.
You might have expected me to tell you a little about what
happened at the Pensioners Parliament but events have
overtaken me.
It started with a letter delivered from the council. The address
was ours but the name on the letter wasn't. I worked out that it
must have been for the new tenant over the road, passed it on
and thought no more about it. At least, until I noticed an odd
direct debit by the council.
The phone call I made to sort this out was my first step down the rabbit hole into
a world almost as surreal as Alice's wonderland.
After a very restless night and a second telephone call (their computer system
was unavailable) I discovered that the council for unaccountable reason, had
decided we were moving out of our house and taken what they thought was a
final payment of council tax.
With that finally sorted, I thought life would return to normal. Until we received
a final electricity bill. The electricity account is in my husband's name and he
was out all day. I phoned the company (I won't name the culprit here) and guess
what, they wouldn't speak to me - data protection!
They had no choice about speaking to Dennis that evening. After several minutes
of canned music, the person on the other end of the phone admitted that they had
opened a new account for someone at our address, which resulted in our account
being automatically closed. A new colleagues mistake, Dennis was told. But for
the saga of the council tax, Dennis might have accepted that. Instead, he
badgered them until they finally explained what had happened. A letting agent
had contacted the company saying that they had a tenant moving into our
address. The electricity company opened an account with no checks whatsoever.
It wasn't a mistake, that was the procedure, they simply took the word of any
letting agent at face value. What were they going to do about it? Nothing. They
would not even consider reviewing the procedure. Impasse and in time a referral
to the ombudsman.
And then I remembered an unopened circular from the water company. Only it
wasn't a circular, it was a final bill. Well, you can guess the rest. The same
procedure. The same unwillingness to consider reviewing it.
So, where was the Data Protection when I needed it – the various utilities didn't
give out any information about me or my husband, but they did make changes to
our accounts without reasonable checks being in place. Continues overleaf ⇒
u3asites.org.uk/leicester
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I will let you know the outcome in the coming months.
So, it was a relief to hear the milkman's knock this morning and know that at
least that hadn't been cancelled.
News from the Pensioners Parliament next Newsletter.
Enjoy the summer.
Jenny Foxon
Committee News
The committee has approved a Data Protection Policy and a Privacy Policy.
These are available on the members’ page of the website, at monthly meetings or
by application to the Secretary.
The minutes of committee meetings are available at the Secretary’s table at
monthly meetings and also on the members’ page of the website.
Appeal for Refreshment Helpers
Volunteers are needed to serve refreshments at monthly meetings. If you feel
you could help, please contact Sandra Barker, Wellbeing and Hospitality Coordinator. (See the contacts sheet.)
More on Data Protection
Be Safe
As many members already know, we now have new laws about the protection of
our data. Many companies have contacted users to explain what their obligations
are and to check that they have permission to hold your data. Your data might
include name, address and contact details at the most basic and financial
information at the more sensitive end. However, what are YOUR responsibilities
and how can you protect yourself?
We all keep information on our friends so that we can contact them, but as
members of Leicester U3A you might also hold contact details for those that you
interact with say in groups. Convenors will hold circulation lists for their groups
as well. If, as a member of a group you hold a circulation list it is your
responsibility to hold it securely and to have permission from all those listed to
do so. But how can you keep it safe?
Computer Security
Make sure you have up to date security like a virus checker and firewall on your
computer, and, update it regularly so that it covers the new threats that are being
found every day.
Run a virus scan regularly to check you are secure.
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Make your computer password protected for each user. DON’T use simple
passwords. Include capital letters and some symbols to make them more secure.
NEVER give your password to anyone else. Change passwords if you think you
have inadvertently done so.
If you use a public computer, for example at a library, ask how to delete your
browser history.
Data Protection
Don’t keep out of date lists. DELETE them. For example, if you have old
membership lists you should destroy them immediately as we no longer circulate
these to all members. Access to membership lists and details is now restricted on
a ‘need to know’ basis, and the committee have all signed to confirm that we will
work within the Leicester U3A privacy and data protection policies. These are
available on our website.
If you are sending emails to more than one member put their email addresses in
the “Bcc” field, and not the “To” or “Cc” fields. This way no one can see to who
else it was sent. This not only preserves the privacy of those in the list but also
reduces the possibility of a hacker using that list to target others with phishing
emails. (See advice below on computer scams.)
A group or some of its members may decide to share each other's contact details
and to use “Cc” in email instead; this makes it easier to have an email discussion
among them, for example. However this must be done with the individual
agreement of all participating members.
If you receive an email and then forward it to others, unless it is necessary to
pass on the initiator’s details (with their permission) ALWAYS delete the header
information from the original email in the forwarded version.
NEVER pass on the details of a member to anyone without the member’s
permission. If in doubt, pass the enquirer’s details to the person they want to
contact instead.
If in any doubt about any of these points please contact any committee member
for advice.
Computer Software Service Fraud (CSSF)
This involves the victim being contacted, told that there is a problem with their
computer, and that for a fee this issue can be resolved. The aim of the fraudster
at this point is usually to gain remote access to the victim’s computer and,
subsequently, access to their online banking account. No fix actually occurs. The
victims will often be cold-called or will receive a pop-up on their computer,
prompting them to phone the suspect.

u3asites.org.uk/leicester
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• If you receive such an unsolicited call or pop-up, do not make a payment.
Always ensure you know who you are talking to. If in doubt, hang up
immediately.
• Do not allow remote access to your computer.
• Don’t be rushed or pressured into making a decision. Under no
circumstances would a genuine bank, or another trusted organisation,
force you to make a financial transaction on the spot; they would never
ask you to transfer money into another account for fraud reasons.
Remember to stop and take time to carefully consider your actions.
• Listen to your instincts. If something feels wrong then it probably
is. Criminals may lull you into a false sense of security when you are out
and about or rely on your defences being down when you’re in the
comfort of your own home. They may appear trustworthy, but they may
not be who they claim to be.
Since the beginning of this year (2018), the total loss for repeat victims of CSSF
has been reported as £16,712-85. The National Fraud Intelligence Bureau has
noticed an increase in such reports since the beginning of May.
For more information about how to protect yourself online, visit
www.cyberaware.gov.uk and www.takefive-stopfraud.org.uk Also, visit our
website where you will find many useful links.
If you have been a victim of fraud or cybercrime, report it to
www.Actionfraud.police.uk or by calling 0300 123 2040.
Consequences of GDPR for us
Because the data protection rules have changed, members will in future no
longer receive a list of all members. Those committee members and RUMs who
need the information to carry out their jobs and group convenors for the purposes
of running their groups will have access to membership lists.
All members are asked to delete any lists they hold unless they have the specific
agreement of the individuals to hold their contact details. In addition, when
sending emails to multiple recipients you should ALWAYS use the Bcc (not the
To or Cc fields). If forwarding an email from another person you should also
remove that email address from the header details of the original message unless
you have been asked to pass these on.
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Reports from the Groups
History 2
We visited a village in Nottinghamshire with two very different historical
references: Laxton, the only village in England which retains the ancient open
field system of farming and the property not far away which houses the
National Holocaust museum.
Having located the visitor centre conveniently near the Dovecote Inn where we
later had lunch, we watched a video to see the operation of this land
management system, (currently under threat of being sold by the Crown
Estate), and noted the suggested walks around the village. We took one of
these but couldn’t see the wider field system from a higher vantage point as the
castle mound was out of bounds. However we did spot the pinfold.

The afternoon visit to the Holocaust Centre mainly focussed on the permanent
exhibition about the historical events of the Holocaust with moving accounts of
the experiences of a wide range of people. There are additional exhibitions on
subjects such as the Kinder transport and memorial gardens for quiet
reflection.

u3asites.org.uk/leicester
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Rambling
Walk in the Derbyshire Dales — Thursday 7th June
What a magical day! The walk led by Sue and Liz was full of surprises and a
real delight.
A walk up to White Moor from Grindleford station. After arriving by train
through the Totley railway tunnel, 3.5 miles long (the longest wholly underland
tunnel in the UK), we walked to the Longshaw Estate for lunch at the National
Trust cafe where the neat kitchen garden was a treat and there was time to
relax and soak in some of the beautiful sunshine. En route we passed grazing
sheep with their young, cattle, fields of rhododendrons all nestled in stunning
views of hillside, woods and culminating in Padley Gorge - which is a fabulous
walk by any standards.

There was lots of laughter and ideas for a new U3A group called “What Can
Possibly Go Wrong?” and “How Hard Can It Be?” So look out for this and if
you fancy suggesting/and or trying something new this would be the group for
you!
Ola Horbacz and Gabi Garland
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Parks and Tearoom Strolls
A pleasant walk with added interest
On Friday 8th June in fine weather we enjoyed a pleasant walk in Bradgate
Park.

The added interest consisted of an archaeological dig near Lady Jane Grey’s
house and a demonstration of charcoal burning run by the volunteers of the
conservation group. Our group had many questions about the process which
the demonstrator was very happy to answer.
Tea was taken in the park tearoom at the Newtown Linford end of the park
whose range of delicious cakes can be highly recommended.
Cliff Ault
Architecture and Design
On June 13th the Architecture and Design Group visited ‘The Natural House’
in Stoughton Lane. The house is owned, but was not designed, by the architect,
John Eaton. We marvelled at John's extensive art collection and the views from
the huge windows. The house is virtually surrounded by a large pond and
woodland trees but does not have a conventional garden.
Picture overleaf ⇒
u3asites.org.uk/leicester
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Veronica Matthew
News from the Groups Co-ordinator
I have to confess that although U3A is a group dedicated to those of us retired
from full-time employment, once a year I have the chance to boost
my pittance with some GCSE exam marking, which is great! The
downside is that for a few weeks, I do absolutely nothing else. For
a short period of time, it’s almost like a full-time job. It’s very
interesting, and can be funny, such as the candidate, who when
asked to name 6 animals which live specifically in the arctic,
answered: 2 polar bears and 4 seals!
This is essentially, a note to the teacher (you), that I’ve not done my homework
(Group News). Sorry Miss, the dog ate it. Most of the groups are clearly
continuing as usual, though Bones For Life is temporarily suspended until
September due to family commitments of their Convenor, Jean Stone. Similarly,
the Reading Music Made Easy group is also temporarily suspended until further
notice while their Convenor Margot Comer moves house. This is the time of year
when attendance at groups tends to fall a little, as people go off on holiday, or
find they suddenly become very useful as babysitters!
So do have a look at the list of Budding Groups below, there are some very
interesting ideas bubbling away there. In the meantime here are a few
suggestions for groups that are currently being run by other U3As:
-Bowling (Stockport U3A)

-Military History (Weymouth)

-Jazz Appreciation (Great Yarmouth)

-Patchwork and Quilting (Whitby)
Steph Smith
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Budding Groups –those seeking members in order to start
How Hard Can It Be? (1st Advert)
A group for the more intrepid amongst our membership, for the daredevils
out there! Fancy a go at abseiling? Sky diving? Scuba diving? Sailing? If
you’ve always fancied doing something a bit more exciting than board games
or chatting but never had the chance, now’s your opportunity to give it a go.
Go on, I dare you … put your name on the sign-up sheet!
Bus Pass Tours (2nd Advert)
Did you know that you can travel for free anywhere in England, including
London on local bus services? Well you do now! So why not make the most
of all that free transport, and see more of our beautiful county? Have bus
pass, will travel! In company! Put your name on the sign-up sheets, or let me
know if you’re interested.
Circle/Folk Dancing (3rd Advert)
For those active members who long for the happy days of their youth,
dancing in the more traditional ways, this group is ideal. If you are
interested, let me know, or put your name on the sign-up sheet.
Botany (3rd Advert)
This group is for anyone who has a keen interest in plants, their
classification, their structure, their evolution and how they survive in
different habitats. The group will be based round going out to different
locations to find and identify plants in their natural environment, along with
talks based on different aspects of plant ID and growth. Beginner or expert,
you will be welcome. If you’re interested, put your name on the sign-up
sheet.
Steam Railways – Viability Meeting to be organised soon
Do you long for the romance of the old steam trains? Were you a trainspotter in your youth, and mourn the passing of those iconic machines?
Fancy learning even more, or sharing your passion with others? Come and
sign up at my table at the next monthly meeting, or let me know.
Steph Smith
u3asites.org.uk/leicester
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Next Group Meetings
Please remember, you MUST be a member of Leicester U3A and contact
the convenor before joining a group.
If you have difficulty contacting the convenor, try the Secretary instead.
Detailed information on all our groups is available on our website and members
can contact the convenors from there. The information is also available as a
separate document sent out by email and at the Groups table at monthly
meetings.
Dates included in the following list are for meetings taking place between

8 July and 14 September (inclusive).
Architecture Susan Martin-Butt

2:00 on the 3rd Thursday of the month in

members’ homes.
Next: 19 July.
A walk around the South Highfields
Conservation Area including a visit to the Synagogue.
Later: 16 August.
2:00 on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at the
Architecture Peter Kilty
and the Built Quaker Meeting House, Queens Road.
Environment The group does a lot of local architectural walks (past and future walks
include the West End, Leicester University, the New Walk and
Humberstone Road). Further information from Peter.
Having a break in July and August. Starting again in September looking at
Old Aylestone.

Architecture Veronica Matthew
and Design Next: 11 July

2:30 on the 2nd Wednesday of the month.
All day coach trip to Southwell to visit the
Minster and the workhouse. There are still a few vacant places on the
coach.
Later: 8 August at the Leicester Progressive Synagogue on Avenue Road,
Discussion of the Stirling Prize Short-listed Buildings and planning for the
rest of 2018.

10:00 on the 1st Friday of the month in
Art Appre- Mary Neilson
ciation members’ homes or at an art gallery.
Next: 3 August .

Back- Bob Collins
gammon members’ homes.

Later: 7 September.
10:00 on the 4th Tuesday of the month in

Backgammon is one of the oldest games in existence, alongside Go and
Chess. It is easy to learn the basic moves but, in common with Go and
Chess, it takes time to become proficient. The group is open to anyone,
whether beginner, advanced or any stage between. Come along and join in
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this fascinating game of planning and strategy, where even a raw beginner
can beat the odds and win!
Next: 24 July.
Later: 28 August.
10:30 on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the
Bones for Jean Stone
Life month at the Leicester Progressive Jewish Synagogue, Avenue Road.
The group is temporarily suspended until September.

Bookworms Nick Arlett

10:30 — 12:00 on the 1st Wednesday of the
month at The Exchange Bar (opposite Curve), 50 Rutland Street.
Next: 1 August.
Book: Waterland by Graham Swift.
Later: 5 September.
Please contact Nick if you are interested in joining. For more information,
including a list of novels so far, please see the Bookworms page on the
Leicester U3A website.

Bridge Bob Collins

2:00 every Wednesday at Bob’s.
Next: 11 July. Later: 18, 25 July, 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 August, 5, 12 September.

2:00 every Thursday at Bunty Graham’s.
Bridge Henry Paulinski
Improvers We welcome any new members who have mastered the basics of the game
and who wish to progress their knowledge of bridge in a friendly,
welcoming environment.
Next:12 July. Later: 19, 26, July, 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 August, 6, 13 September.

Canasta Barbara Sheppard

2:00 on the 2nd and 4th Fridays of the month

at Barbara’s.
Canasta is an absorbing card game, played with two packs of ordinary
cards, including the jokers. It is based on the game of Rummy and can be
played in groups of 2, 3 or 4 persons.
All are welcome, both experienced players and absolute beginners.
Next: 27 July.
Later: 10, 24 August, 14 September.

Chess Inter- Graham Williams
mediate Graham’s.

10:30 on the 1st Monday of the month at

The meetings last for around two hours. The group is for those who want
to enjoy a game of chess for fun without the commitment of playing
seriously with a traditional chess club. Anyone who can play chess is
welcome and should not be put off by the 'Intermediate' in the group name.
Next: 6 August.
Later: 3 September.

Craft Margaret Potter
Margaret’s.
Next: 13 July.

u3asites.org.uk/leicester

2:00 on the 2nd Friday of the month at
Later: 10 August, 14 September.
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Creative Beth Moontree
Writing in members’ homes.

Usually 10:30 on the 1st Monday of the month

We have entered the poetry section of the Bridport Prize Competition.
Next: 6 August.
Later: 3 September.

Cryptic Diana Barker
Crosswords Diana’s.
1 Next: 16 July.

2:00 on the 3rd Monday of the month at
Later: 20 August.

1st and 3rd Fridays of the month at Barbara’s.
Cryptic Barbara Russell
Times
to
alternate
between
10:30
and 2:00.
Crosswords
2 Next: 20 July at 2:00.
Later: 3 August at 10:30, 17 August at 2:00, 7 September at 10:30.
2:30 on the 1st Tuesday of the month in
Current Jane Michel
Affairs 1 members’ homes. The first subject for discussion is chosen by the host.
Next: 7 August.

Later: 4 September.

10:30 on the 3rd Wednesday of the month in
Current Elaine King
Affairs 2 members’ homes. Members bring an item of hot news, topics are chosen
and then discussed.
Next: 18 July.

Later: 15 August.

2:15 on the 2nd Thursday of the month at the
Digital Angela Jennings
Photography Quaker Meeting House, Queens Rd.
Next: 12 July.
Later: 9 August.
13 September.

Discussion Elaine King
members’ homes.
Next: 17 July.
Later: 21 August.

Review of Yorkshire Sculpture Park pictures.
Review of possibe exhibition pictures.
Fun with Photoshop.
2:30 on the 3rd Tuesday of the month in
Topic: .

Discussion 2 Henry Paulinski

2:00 on the first Monday of the month at Denis
and Carmel Cogan’s.
Discussion 2 is a lively forum for friendly discussion of fascinating topics
including politics, philosophy and ethics. Planned discussions include
cheating in sport, referendums, and feminism, past, present and future.
No meetings in July and August.
Next: 3 September.

10:30 on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the
Drawing & Peter Elliott (Temp)
Sketching month at Roy Priestley’s. At each meeting the group decides what they

would like to draw on that occasion: art objects that participants bring in
for the day or flowering pot plants etc.
Next: 19 July.
Later: 2, 16 August, 6 September.
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2:00 on the 1st Friday of the month at the
Family Sandra Barker
History Leicestershire and Rutland Family History Society, King Street.
Next: 3 August.

French Fiona Oliver
Advanced 1 homes.
Next: 20 July.

French Peter Hampton
Advanced 2 homes.

Later: 7 September.
2:30 every 2 weeks on Fridays in members’
Later: 3, 17, 31 August, 14 September.
2:30 every 2 weeks on Thursdays in members’

An opportunity to talk in French and discuss topics of members’ choosing.
Next: 19 July.
Later: 2, 16, 30 August, 13 September.
2:30 every 2 weeks on Fridays in members’
French Ivy Carr
Intermediate homes. All members are involved in choosing topics, usually two or three
meetings ahead.
Next: 13 July at 1:00 (Note the change of time for this meeting only).
Later: 27 July, 10, 24 August, 7 September.

Gardening Angie Barnes

2:00 on the 2nd Monday of the month in

members’ homes.
In June, we had a lovely afternoon at two NGS (National Garden Scheme)
houses in Wigston & Oadby. The weather was ideal & after a look around
we all had a welcome cup of tea & cake.
Next: 9 July.
Visit to the University Botanic Gardens.
Later: Sunday 8 August at 2:00. Visit to another NGS garden at 221,
Markfield Road, Groby. Entrance fee £4 including refreshments.
10 September.
TBA.

German Paul McCann
Conversation Next: 17 July.
Guitar Pat Breen
Playing in members’ homes.
Next: 9 July.

History 1 Deborah Hartridge
members’ homes.
Next: 2 August.

History 2 Mike Bates
members’ homes.
No meeting in July.
Next: 20 August.

History 3 TBA
Next: 6 August.
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10:30 on the 3rd Tuesday of the month.
Later: 21 August.
Normally10:30 on 2nd Monday of the month
Later: 13 August, 10 September.
10:30 on the 1st Thursday of the month in
Later: 6 September.
2:30 on the 3rd Monday of the month in

Trip to Southwell Workhouse.
2:00 on the 1st Monday of the month.
Later: 3 September.
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Irish Pat Breen
Language homes.
Next: 23 August.

2:00 every 2 weeks on Thursdays in members’
Later: 6 September.

Latin Jean Cloud
Polish Up month at Jean’s.
Your Rusty - Next: 12 July.

2:30 on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the

Mah-Jong Dorli Meek

10:00 on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the

Later: 26 July, 9, 23 August, 6 September.

month at Dorli’s.
Next: 9 July at 10:30 (Note the later time). Later: 23 July, 13, 27 August,
10 September.
10:00 on the 3rd Friday of the month.
Medieval Peter Kilty
People Next: 13 July at Elisabeth’s.
Continuing and ending the Templars.

Modern Helen Parsons
Novel members’ homes.

10:30 on the 3rd Friday of the month in

Next: 20 July at Christine Reeves’s.
Later: No meeting in August.

(Mon) Music Liz Warren
Appreciation Priestley’s.
Next: 23 July.

Book: Autumn by Ali Smith.

10:30 on the 4th Monday of the month at Roy
Later: 27 August.

10:30 on the 3rd Wednesday of the month in
(Wed) Music Jill Reville (Temp)
Appreciation members’ homes. (No meeting in July.)
Next: 15 August at Molly’s.

Topic: British Composers.

10:00 on the 4th Tuesday of the month. We
Natural Richard Edwards
History meet at local sites of natural history interest, such as Brocks Hill,

Aylestone Meadows etc, we have a walk around with some members
taking photos of items of interest and exchange knowledge as we go along.
We decide where and what we do for the next meeting during the walk.
Next: 24 July.
Later: 28 August.

Needlework Elisabeth Watkin
and Knitting Elisabeth’s.

2:30 on the 2nd Monday of the month at

Next: 9 July at Heather Williams’s.
Later: 13 August, 10 September.
2:00 every 2 weeks on Fridays during the
Parks and Cliff Ault (Deputy)
Tearoom Spring and Summer months.
Welland Park, Market Harborough.
Strolls Next: 13 July.
Later: 27 July.
10, 24, 31 August.
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Evington Park.

Pétanque Anne Harris

4:15 to 6:15 on the 3rd and 4th Mondays of the
month at Leicester Bowling Club, Kenwood Rd. A nominal fee of £1 per
session will be charged.
Next: 16 July.
Later: 23 July, 20, 27 August.

Philosophy 1 Matt Matthew

10:00 on the 2nd and 4th Fridays of the month

in members’ homes.
Reading From Bacteria to Bach and Back by Daniel Dennet.
Next: 6 July (brought forward from 13th).
Then starting Anarchy, State and Utopia by Robert Nozick
Later: 27 July, 10, 24 August, 14 September.

Philosophy 2 Judy Hastings

Normally 2:00–3:30 every 2 weeks on

Thursdays at Judy’s.
Reading a selection of essays on Political Philosophy followed by The
Prince by Nicolo Machiavelli.
Next: 19 July.
Later: 2, 29 August, 13 September.

Philosophy 3 Dennis Foxon

10:30 every 2 weeks on Wednesdays at

Evington Library.
Reading Causing Death and Saving Lives by Jonathan Glover.
Next: 18 July.
Later: 1, 15, 29 August, 12 September.

Poetry Helen Parsons
Appreciation Helen’s.

10:30 on the 1st Monday of the month at

No meeting in August.
Next: 10 September (Note change of date from 3rd).

Poetry for Jane Michel
Pleasure Jane’s.
Next: 9 July.

11:00 on the 2nd Monday of the month at
Later: 13 August, 3 September.

Rambling Jan Hall

Every 2 weeks. Days and locations vary.
Next: Week beginning 16 July.
Later: Weeks beginning 13, 27 August, 3 September.

10:30 every 2 weeks on Tuesdays at Margot’s.
Reading Margot Comer
Music Made The general agreement is for the “Music Reading Made Easy” group to
Easy stay in abeyance for quite a while, as the Summer months reduce numbers
due to holidays and there is difficulty in deciding on further meetings due
to Margot’s house move dates being as yet unfixed.

Reading for Jill Reville
Pleasure 1 at Jill’s.
Next: 16 July.
Later: 20 August.

u3asites.org.uk/leicester

2:00 on the 3rd Monday of the month (usually)
Book: The Last Runaway by Tracy Chevalier.
Book: The Power by Naomi Alderman.
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Rummikub Barbara Sheppard
at Roy Priestley’s.
Next: 16 July.

2:30 on the 3rd Monday of the month (usually)
Later: 20 August.

2:30 on the last Thursday of the month at
Science & Richard Thompson
Technology AgeUK, Humberstone Gate.
No meetings in July and August.

Scrabble 1 Sue Howard

2:00 on the 3rd Tuesday of the month in

members’ homes.
Next: 17 July at Valerie’s. Later: 21 August.

Scrabble 2 Janet Stratford
Janet’s.
Next: 23 July.

2:00 on the 4th Monday of the month at
Later: 27 August.

Shakespeare Liz Brandow

2:00 on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the
month at the Quaker Meeting House, Queens Rd.
Current Text: Hamlet.
A small contribution is required towards room hire and refreshments.
Next: 11 July.
Later: 25 July, 8, 22 August, 12 September.

Singing for Margaret Potter (Deputy) 10:00 on the 4th Wednesday of the month at
Pleasure the Quaker Meeting House, Queens Road.
Next: 25 July.

Spanish Lorna Pollard
Conversation members’ homes.
Next: 20 July.

Later: 22 August.
2:30 on the 1st and 3rd Fridays of the month in
Later: 3, 17 August, 7 September..

10:15 – 12:00 on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays
Summer Janet Connolly
Croquet of the month at Monks Rest Gardens Bowling Club, Vicarage Lane, Old
Humberstone, Leicester, LE5 1EE.
Next: 11 July.
Later: 25 July, 8, 22 August, 12 September.

12:30 on the 2nd Sunday of the month.
Sunday Patricia Thompson
Lunch We plan on a 12:30 start but always have to be flexible with a large group.
We decide on the venue for the following month on the day. If you are
intending to join the group, you must contact Patricia to confirm.
We'd really welcome new members to the group.
Next: 8 July.
Venue: Pauls Kitchen, 60 London Rd, Oadby.
Later: 12 August, 9 September.
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Table Tennis Jackie Caunt

Every Wednesday at Parklands Leisure

Centre, Oadby.
The group is being given different times by Parklands every week,
therefore new members need to contact Jackie before attending a session.
Next: 11 July. Later: 18, 25 July, 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 August, 5, 12 September.

Theatre Jenny Foxon
Visits About 4 or 5 visits are arranged each year. Anyone wishing details please
contact Jenny.
Other members of Leicester U3A are welcome to attend two plays before
formally joining the group.

Video Bob Hall
Making a - in members’ homes.

10:15 on the 1st Thursday of every third month

Next: 13 September at Cliff and Irene’s.
2:30 on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the
Welsh Brenda Worrall
month
in
members’
homes.
Beginners
Working hard this term to improve our day to day questions and answers
and learning rhymes to improve our pronunciation!
Next: 5 September. (Taking a break in July and August.)

Technical Help
Computer Margaret Potter
Help Contact Margaret for help with computer problems.
Digital Photo Bob Hall
Help Contact Bob for help with digital camera problems.

Venues for Group Meetings
Is your group getting too big for your present meeting place?
Are you thinking of starting a new group?
A Suggested Venues List is available from the Groups Co-ordinator.
New Members Coffee Mornings
The Wellbeing and Hospitality team are very proud of the New Members
Coffee Mornings - joining a new organisation can be very daunting, but
having these events in members’ homes means it’s easy to get to know
people. If you think you'd be interested in joining our Wellbeing team you'll
always find me at the Monthly Meeting, or contact me, as we'd love to have
you.
Sandra Barker
u3asites.org.uk/leicester
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Dates for your Diary
Wednesday 11th July — Films at the Phoenix.
Wednesday 11th July — Architecture visit to Southwell — a few places left.
Tuesday 17th July — All-Members Coffee Morning. The Quaker Meeting House
is not available for this one. An alternative venue to be announced later.
Tuesday 14th August — All-Members Coffee Morning. Note change from 3rd to
2nd Tuesday for this one.
Thursday 26th September — Trip to Kew Gardens (see page 22).
Thursday 4th October — Local Theatre Visit at 2:15 – Swan Lake – Ballet.
Thursday 15th November — Local Theatre Visit at 2:15 – Les Misérables.
Thursday 6th December — Local Theatre Visit at 7:30 – White Christmas –
Musical.
Local Theatre Visits details are on page 21.
The All-Members Coffee Mornings take place on the 3rd Tuesday of the month
at 10:15 at the Quaker Meeting House, Queens Road. There is a small charge to
cover the cost of coffee and biscuits and hiring the room.
Films at the Phoenix are shown at 10:30 on the second Wednesday of each
month. Cost: £6.00 including a drink of tea or coffee.
The film to be shown in a particular month can be found through a link on our
website. Otherwise contact the organizer, Malcolm Gray, by email at
mjgray220@gmail.com
Wellbeing and Hospitality
Enabling everyone to take part
Do you find it difficult to hear or see at the monthly meetings?
Do you have any mobility issues?
Is there anything else that prevents you from fully participating?
Christchurch is fully accessible with Disabled facilities.
Members of the Wellbeing & Hospitality team (easily recognised wearing blue/
yellow sashes) are there if you need to have an end of row/front seat.
If there is anything else we can do that enables you to take part please tell us.
If you would prefer to talk to someone before you attend then please give Sandra
Barker a call and, if you have any suggestions, we’d be very happy to hear them.
Also, if you know of any member who is unwell or has suffered a loss, then
please tell Elizabeth Hassall, a member of the Wellbeing team, and she will send
a card. [Contact details on the separate contacts sheet.]
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Local Theatre Visits (Curve) — Contact Diana Barker
SWAN LAKE — BALLET
THURSDAY 4TH OCTOBER at 2:15 — £27
Side Stalls AA1-9 (9), 10-18 (9) Balance due 21st August
Matthew Bourne’s Swan Lake returns with a fresh look for the 21stCentury.
Thrilling, audacious, witty and emotive, this Swan Lake is perhaps still best
known for replacing the female corps-de-ballet with a menacing male
ensemble, which shattered conventions, turned tradition upside down and
took the dance world by storm.
Collecting over thirty international accolades including an Olivier Award in
the UK and three Tonys on Broadway, Matthew Bourne’s powerful
interpretation of Tchaikovsky’s masterpiece is a passionate and
contemporary Swan Lake for our times.
LES MISÉRABLES
THURSDAY 15th NOVEMBER at 2:15 £36
Stalls T 3-6, U 1-11 (15) now fully booked
Balance due 13th August
After nearly a decade since the last sell-out UK tour, Cameron
Mackintosh’s acclaimed Broadway production of Boublil and Schönberg’s
musical Les Misérables will open here at Curve this November!
This brilliant new staging has taken the world by storm and has been hailed
“Les Mis for the 21st Century”. With scenery inspired by the paintings of
Victor Hugo, the magnificent score of Les Misérables includes the songs;
I Dreamed a Dream, On My Own, Bring Him Home, One Day
More, Master of The House and many more.
WHITE CHRISTMAS — MUSICAL
THURSDAY 6th DECEMBER at 7:30 (evening)
Special PREVIEW PRICE £17.25
Stalls S 17-23 (7), T 18-24 (7) Balance due 29th June
Based on the 1954 American musical film starring Bing Crosby, White
Christmas follows ex-army friends Bob Wallace and Phil Davis as they
team up with two sisters, Betty and Judy Haynes and put on a show to save
their former general’s remote Vermont ski lodge when it falls on hard
times.
Irving Berlin’s beloved Broadway sensation is an enduring tale of
friendship, camaraderie, hope and the pursuit of happiness, told through
spectacular dance routines and some of the most memorable hits from the
Great American Songbook.
u3asites.org.uk/leicester
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Kew Gardens Trip
26 September 2018
Kew is London's largest UNESCO World Heritage site offering unique
landscapes and iconic architecture from every
stage of the Gardens' history. The collection of
living plants is the largest and most diverse in the
world, growing in the gardens and inside
glasshouses.
We will meet at Glebe Road at 8.15 for 8.30
departure and arrive at Kew at 11.30. The return
journey will be at 16.30 and we expect to be back
at Glebe Road at 19.30.
The cost of the trip is £34.50 pp. This covers
transport, entrance to Kew and a tour on the
Explorer land train to learn about Kew's flora and
fauna, historic buildings and conservation work.
For an optional extra of £5 per person, we can book a group tour (60
minutes) with an experienced guide giving extra insight into Kew
(minimum number of 15). Please state at the time of booking if you wish to
do this. It may be possible to join a tour but spaces won’t be guaranteed.

Restaurants are available as well as facilities to eat your own lunch. To
book please complete the booking form available at the Monthly Meeting
and return with a cheque for £34.50 or £39.50, payable to Leicester U3A, to
Siham Turvey/Sue Howard at the Monthly Meeting or by post or book
online at the Leicester U3A website on Events page under the heading
Outings. All payments to be received by 17 August 2018.
Contact details can be found on a separate sheet.
UPDATE (25 June): The trip is now fully booked and we are operating a
waiting list.
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About the Newsletter
Delivery
The Newsletter is normally delivered to members by email as a pdf file with one
page per side. If you would prefer to receive it as a pdf with two pages per side
(easier for printing), please let the editor know.
If you have trouble reading the Newsletter from email (or do not have email) and
cannot attend the monthly meetings to collect a hard copy, then either:
• you can have them posted to you for the cost of postage (contact the
Secretary for details of the scheme); or
• you may be able to collect one from AgeUK, Queens Road or Evington
Library where a few copies are deposited each month after the meeting.

Contributions
The deadline for items to be included in the September 2018 Newsletter is
Tuesday 28th August. Contributions (from members) should be sent to the
editor. [newsletter@leicesteru3a.org.uk]
If you want to submit your entry as hard copy, please contact the Editor, or the
Secretary, to get an address to which you can send it.
I am always pleased to receive brief reports from groups about their recent
activities and I extend my thanks to all the authors who have done so, so far.
Please keep them coming. The occasional picture would be welcome as well.

Subscriptions for 2018
Individual Associate*
Joining between 1st November 2017 and 30 June 2018 £15.00
£11.50
Joining between 1st July 2018 and 31st October 2018
£9.00
£6.00
Membership runs from the date of joining until the end of 2018.
*Associate membership is for those who have paid a full subscription to another
U3A this year.
u3asites.org.uk/leicester
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LEICESTER U3A meets on the second Tuesday of each month
(except August and December) at Christchurch, Clarendon Park Road,
LE2 3AH, and there are special interest groups that meet regularly in
members’ homes and elsewhere.

INTERESTED IN JOINING?

You can find out more about joining Leicester U3A by visiting the
website or by contacting the Membership Secretary.
Application forms are available to download from the website or
they can be posted to you on request to the Membership Secretary.
(Email: membership@leicesteru3a.org.uk Tel: 2911814)
The form includes information on where to send your application
and the annual subscription.
(Details of subscriptions for 2018 are on page 23)
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