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Ramblers follow the Cromford canal
from Whatstandwell to Cromford
Picture by Irene Ault (See also page 8)

April Meeting: Tuesday 10th at 2:45
Speaker: Jed Jaggard
Painting the Town Red
— an old expression but an event which actually happened. Jed will give us
the full and shocking story of how this was experienced by the town of
Melton Mowbray in the 1800s.
Jed has always been keen to participate in and research various historic events,
and to discover the different ways in which history was presented to the public.
Upon completing his education, culminating in a BA Honours Degree in
Performing Arts Acting, he founded UP AND AT’ EM to present episodes from
history in an entertaining but informative way.
Attendance at the March meeting (AGM): 81 members (the quorum was 74).
Next Meeting: Tuesday 8th May at 2:45
Speaker: Sir Peter Soulsby, City Mayor
Implementing a Vision for Leicester and it’s People – the Role of a City Mayor.
Speakers
We are always keen to hear about good and interesting speakers.
If, somewhere other than U3A, you have heard a talk which you would like to
recommend for a monthly meeting, please contact our Speaker Finder, Elaine
King, and let her know.
(Contact details can be found on the separate contacts sheet.)

Membership 2018 – Additions, Corrections and Updates
Please welcome new member: Angela Holland.
The membership now stands at 371.
Appeal for Refreshment Helpers
Volunteers are needed to serve refreshments at monthly meetings. If you feel
you could help, please contact Nick Arlett, Wellbeing and Hospitality Coordinator. (See the contacts sheet.)
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Message from the Chair
I am writing as March comes to an end, having roared in like a Lion, it looks as
if it might leave quietly like a Lamb. Despite the ice and snow,
spring flowers abound and I have today seen my first cherry
tree covered in flowers. The other day was warmer and very
sunny, so my thoughts started turning to my very untidy and
messy garden. Needless to say, I didn't get much tidying done.
Thank you to everyone who came to the AGM. Your faith in
the committee keeps us going.
We still need members to help with various jobs, so if you are interested in doing
something please come and talk to any member of the committee.
If you have any ideas for Social Events please let us know. Another Pub style
Quiz maybe?
I look forward to talking to as many of you as possible at the next monthly
meeting.
Jenny Foxon
Committee News
Irene Ault and Margaret Potter have been co-opted on to the committee and join
those members elected at the AGM. The committee for 2018-19 is:
Jenny Foxon (Chair), Steph Smith (Vice Chair and Groups Co-ordinator), Irene
Ault (Secretary), Bill Manners (Treasurer), Sandra Barker (Wellbeing and
Hospitality Co-ordinator), Ted Carr, Beth Moontree (Assistant Secretary),
Margaret Potter (Membership Secretary), Elisabeth Somogyi.
The committee is looking for members to fill the posts of Publicity Co-ordinator
and Communications Co-ordinator and would welcome any expressions of
interest.
The incoming committee wishes to thank those committee members who retired
at the 2018 AGM, namely Nick Arlett for looking after Wellbeing and
Hospitality, Rukhsana Jassat for her work with the inclusivity sub-committee
and Peter Stanfield for his stewardship of the website and publicity.
The minutes of committee meetings are available at the Secretary’s table at
monthly meetings and also on the members’ page of the website.
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New Members Coffee Mornings
The Wellbeing and Hospitality team are very proud of the New Members
Coffee Mornings - joining a new organisation can be very daunting, but
having these events in members’ homes means it’s easy to get to know
people. If you think you'd be interested in joining our Wellbeing team you'll
always find me at the Monthly Meeting, or contact me, as we'd love to have
you.
Sandra Barker
2018 National Summer Schools
(Bookings opened on 16 February)
Summer School 1 — Harper Adams University, Newport, Shropshire
Monday 23 July to Thursday 26 July
COURSES: Crosswords - Cryptic Crosswords for Beginners; France - Regards
sur la France actuelle; Garden History - Influential Women Gardeners;
Literature/Philosophy - William and Henry James; Mathematics - The
Unexpected Pleasures of Counting; Opera - Othello and Falstaff; Play Ukulele;
Recorder Ensemble Playing; Spanish History- from 711 to 1598.
Summer School 2 — Royal Agricultural University, Cirencester
Tuesday 11 September to Friday 14 September
COURSES: Art History - British Art Between Wars; Music- Classic Albums of
the 50s and 60s; Creative Writing - Let’s Write a Soap Opera; DramaVengeance, Plague, Death, Confusion; English Poetry - Love Poetry; HistoryThe French Revolution; Linguistics - Conversation Theory; Language - Latin
Remembered; Musicals - Make Believe; Singing for Pleasure.
Costs: Residential - £325; Day Delegate - £110
For more details visit summer-schools.u3a.org.uk or call National Office on 020
8466 6130
This is a brief summary of the information in a poster distributed earlier by
email.
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Visiting the Third Age Trust Website
Some information on the site is open to all but, to access the members’ area, you
need to register.
To register: go to the website (www.u3a.org.uk) and complete the User
Registration Form, found by clicking on “Create Account” at the bottom on the
right hand side of the Home Page underneath the “login” button. You will need
to invent a ‘username’ and a ‘password’. Both of these are case sensitive so you
will need to remember them exactly as you entered them. You should then
receive an email confirming that your account is active and you will then be able
to enter the area to download resources, read the latest news etc.
Wellbeing and Hospitality
Enabling everyone to take part
Do you find it difficult to hear or see at the monthly meetings?
Do you have any mobility issues?
Is there anything else that prevents you from fully participating?
Christchurch is fully accessible with Disabled facilities.
Members of the Wellbeing & Hospitality team (easily recognised wearing blue/
yellow sashes) are there if you need to have an end of row/front seat.
If there is anything else we can do that enables you to take part please tell us.
If you would prefer to talk to someone before you attend then please give Sandra
Barker a call and, if you have any suggestions, we’d be very happy to hear
them.
Also, if you know of any member who is unwell or has suffered a loss, then
please tell Elizabeth Hassall, a member of the Wellbeing team, and she will
send a card. [Contact details on the separate contacts sheet.]
Quiz Poser - set by Alan Bowles (Answer on page 22)
What links
•
•
•
•
•

Paris
David Gyasi
A system of weight measurement most of us do not use
A special horse
A Watford footballer currently playing
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Reports from the Groups
Architecture and Design
The Architecture and Design Group has three members who worked in Urban
Renewal Strategy in the Highfields area. In the 1960s whole streets of houses
in many of our cities were demolished and new estates, such as St Peters in
Leicester, were built. The policy changed in the later 70s and 80s with public
money spent on renewing houses, building new bathrooms, dealing with damp
and leaking roofs and improving the street scene. In February the Group heard
about the Strategy in a presentation followed by discussion and then in March
we walked round the area looking at the improvements that were made.
Veronica Matthew
Digital Photography
During March the group visited two photographic exhibitions: the Gursky
exhibition at the Hayward Gallery on the southbank in London and the display
of photographs by members of the Leicester and Leicestershire Photographic
Society at the Peoples Gallery in Wellington Street.

At the Peoples’ Gallery - answering Bob’s quiz
Angela Jennings writes:
On 3rd March five members of the Digital Photography Group enjoyed a trip
to the Hayward Gallery, London, which had just re-opened after refurbishment.
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We saw an exhibition of four decades of the work of German photographer,
Andreas Gursky, who in his later work has developed techniques of producing
photos on a massive scale but without losing precise detail. The viewer is
impressed by the overall image but then needs to ‘go up close’ to appreciate
the detail. To achieve this Gursky manipulates his digital photos using postproduction software and compares his work to that of a writer, in which the
relationship between documentation and construction is similar to glimpsing a
landscape from a train and then writing about it imaginatively. We would
definitely recommend this exhibition. (See page 9 for pictures)
Bridge Improvers
Henry Paulinski writes:
Our Improvers Group has taken part in two quiz evenings this month.
As a warm up to the County U3A Quiz, our team won a jug of ale at the
Craddock Arms quiz night , followed up by a creditable top six finish at the
U3A event,won by hosts Syston.
Three of our team are
pictured: Hugh Graham,
John Denis Cogan and
Jenny Foxon, who
impressed with their
knowledge of dystopian
womens' literature and
18th century
highwaymen. Also in the
teams were Alan Bowles
and Henry Paulinski.
Rambling
On Wednesday 14th March members of the group had a day out by train to the
Derwent Valley in Derbyshire led by Jenny Foxon. Leaving the Matlock train
at Whatstandwell we crossed over the railway to attain the towpath on the
Cromford canal. From there it is a straightforward walk along the canal to
Cromford where we took lunch in the Arkwright cafe at the mill. The return
journey is by train from Cromford station back to Derby and on to Leicester.
This is an easy walk of about four miles which doesn't need the usual
paraphernalia of boots, sticks etc and benefits from a refreshment bar about
half way along (open during the summer, otherwise there are picnic tables for
your own snacks). And, of course, the mill is of historical interest. And, for
7
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cheese lovers, there is a cheese shop at the end of the canal with an extensive
range of specialist cheeses.
Rambling picturesCliff Ault

Pictures by Irene and Cliff Ault
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Gursky
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News from the Groups Co-ordinator
Dare I say it looks like, perhaps, maybe, Spring might actually be here? I know it
is really, being after March 21st, but is it really? I can see the snowdrops and
crocuses (croci?) have all gone over now and the daffs are in
full bloom. But the question is, dare I stop wearing my vest?
Tricky. Well if it starts to snow in April, you’ll know I decided
to give it a go! And giving it a go is what our U3A members
are good at. Your enthusiasm to get your interest groups set up
and running, to keep them active from month to month, to teach
each other and feed your fellow-members’ love of whatever
your shared interest is, is quite inspiring! I say that as an occasional visitor to
groups, and as a member of a couple of groups. When I visit a group with my
Co-ordinators hat on, I love to see the different ways that groups operate, and the
expertise of members is amazing in all the groups. I genuinely think that you can
get used to what you can do in your groups, and that sometimes it might seem
quite ‘ordinary’ to you: I can assure you it’s not!
So new season, new-ish Committee, and some new groups on the way (see list
below). Groups are the life-blood of the U3A, the absolutely most important part
of it, without groups, there is no U3A. And who are the groups? You. Every
single member who belongs to a group, you are what drives the U3A, its whole
raison d’être. We constantly promote the idea of joining the Committee, or
helping out in some non-Committee role, but when it comes down to it, without
you, the members, we wouldn’t need the Committee. Seeing new groups become
established and go from strength to strength, hearing your ideas about other new
interest groups, seeing established groups continue to thrive, this is what inspires
me to continue to help keep this fantastic organization alive and kicking in
Leicester. That doesn’t let you all off the hook though, we still need people to
volunteer to help with the Committee and with other roles! Speak to any
Committee member if you’re interested.
Elisabeth Somogyi and I are currently organizing a meeting for all your
Convenors in May. We do understand that not everyone can attend, so there will
be another one in September. The purpose of this meeting is for Convenors to
raise any issues of concern about our U3A, about the groups, to share ideas, ask
questions, make suggestions and generally get to know each other and us a bit
better. If your Convenor has said they will be attending, here’s your chance to
get them to pass on any concerns, ideas, questions you may have, on your behalf
so we can discuss them on the day. If you know your Convenor won’t be there,
then you can bring you concerns, ideas and questions to me on my Groups table
at the Monthly Meeting, and I will make sure they are included in the day’s
discussion.
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I’ll finish this part by reviving an old ‘tradition’ I used to have, of listing a few
groups from other U3As around the country, which we don’t have. If you’re
interested in any of them, why not come and suggest it to me at the Groups
table?
• Quilting (Glasgow West End U3A)
• Whist (Great Yarmouth)
• Amusing Quiz (Derby)
• Ukulele (Bristol)
Steph Smith
Budding Groups –those seeking members in order to start
Narrow-Gauge Railways (2nd Advert)
Do you long for the romance of the old steam trains? Were you a trainspotter in your youth, and mourn the passing of those iconic machines?
Fancy learning even more, or sharing your passion with others? Come and
sign up at my table at the next monthly meeting, or let me know.
Walking Football (2nd Advert)
It’s the next big thing! Lots of walking football groups are being set up
throughout the country, and not one to be left behind, Leicester U3A are
hoping to get one established too. If you loved playing, but find you can only
manage a brisk walk now, there’s no reason why you can’t continue with
your favourite activity. If you’re interested, do let me know, or put your
name on the sign-up sheet on the Groups table at the monthly meeting.
Discussion 2 (3rd Advert)
This group has been fully established now after only one advert in the
Newsletter, but could still benefit from more members. So if you’re
interested in thoughtful, informed, educated discussion on current and
significant topics do put your name on the sign-up sheet. The first meeting
will be on March 26th, see the Groups list in the Newsletter for days and
times etc.
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Canasta (3rd Advert)
This group has also been fully established now after only one advert in the
Newsletter, but could still benefit from more members. Perhaps you are an
experienced Canasta player who would love to hone their skills, or you may
be a complete beginner who is intrigued by this card game. Either way, you
would be most welcome in the Canasta group. For information on days and
times, see the Groups list in the Newsletter.
Backgammon (3rd Advert)
Another intriguing game to join our list of games groups. Experienced, or
new to the game, either way, you’ll be welcome in the Backgammon group.
If you are interested, come and sign up, or email me as usual.
History 3
Clearly History is a very popular subject, so much so, that our existing two
groups are unable to accommodate all those who want to join. So if you are
one of those who have expressed an interest in joining one of the History
groups but they haven’t had the space, here’s the group for you. Put your
name on the sign-up sheet at the next Monthly Meeting, or give me a call or
email.
I will be contacting all interested members within the next couple of weeks
to organize a Viability Meeting for this group.
Steph Smith

Next Group Meetings
Please remember, you MUST be a member of Leicester U3A and contact
the convenor before joining a group.
If you have difficulty contacting the convenor, try the Secretary instead.
Detailed information on all our groups is available on our website and members
can contact the convenors from there. The information is also available as a
separate document sent out by email and at the Groups table at monthly
meetings.
Dates included in the following list are for meetings taking place between

8 April and 11 May (inclusive).
Architecture Susan Martin-Butt
members’ homes.
Next: 19 April.
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2:00 on the 3rd Thursday of the month in
A visit to a private home.

2:00 on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at the
Architecture Peter Kilty
and the Built Quaker Meeting House, Queens Road..
Environment This group does a lot of local architectural walks (and future walks will
include, when the weather gets better, the West End, Leicester University,
the New Walk and Humberstone Road). Further information from Peter.
Next: 19 April (Note this is a Thursday on this one occasion). A walk
along Narborough Road. Meet at the bottom of Narborough Road at 2:00.

Architecture Veronica Matthew
and Design members’ homes.

2:30 on the 2nd Wednesday of the month in

Next: 11 April.
Visit to Heathcott Road, Saffron Lane, one of
the largest Passivhaus schemes in Europe.
Later: 9 May at the Leicester Progressive Jewish Synagogue, Avenue
Road. Each member is asked to bring a well designed item (ceramics,
textiles, pictures of furniture etc) and talk about it for 5 - 10 minutes.
10:00 on the 1st Friday of the month in
Art Appre- Mary Neilson
ciation members’ homes or at an art gallery.
Next: 4 May at Bob’s.

Topic: Colour Vision.

10:30 on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the
Bones for Jean Stone
Life month at the Leicester Progressive Jewish Synagogue, Avenue Road.
Next: 18 April.

Bookworms Nick Arlett

10:30 — 12:00 on the 1st Wednesday of the
month at The Exchange Bar (opposite Curve), 50 Rutland Street.
Next: 2 May.
Book: The Sellout by Paul Beaty.
Please contact Nick if you are interested in joining. For more information,
including a list of novels so far, please see the Bookworms page on the
Leicester U3A website.

Bridge Bob Collins
Next: 11 April.

2:00 every Wednesday at Bob’s.
Later: 18, 25 April, 2, 9 May.

2:00 every Thursday at Bunty Graham’s.
Bridge Henry Paulinski
Improvers We welcome any new members who have mastered the basics of the game
and who wish to progress their knowledge of bridge in a friendly,
welcoming environment.
Next: 12 April.
Later: 19, 26 April, 3, 10 May.

Canasta Barbara Shephard

2:00 on the 2nd and 4th Fridays of the month

at Barbara’s.
Canasta is an absorbing card game, played with two packs of ordinary
cards, including the jokers. It is based on the game of Rummy and can be
played in groups of 2, 3 or 4 persons.
All are welcome, both experienced players and absolute beginners.
Next: 13 April.
Later: 27 April, 11 May.
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Chess Inter- Graham Williams
mediate Graham’s.

10:30 on the 1st Monday of the month at

The meetings last for around two hours. The group is for those who want
to enjoy a game of chess for fun without the commitment of playing
seriously with a traditional chess club. Anyone who can play chess is
welcome and should not be put off by the 'Intermediate' in the group name.
Next: 9 April (postponed from 2 April).
Later: 7 May.

Craft Margaret Potter
Margaret’s.
Next: 13 April.

Creative Beth Moontree
Writing in members’ homes.

2:00 on the 2nd Friday of the month at
Later: 11 May.
Usually 10:30 on the 1st Monday of the month

We are awaiting the results of a short story competition some of us have
entered. Also we have entered a poetry competition commemorating 100
years after WW1 and the opening by Prince William of a National
Rehabilitation Centre for those injured in wars.
Next: 7 May.

Cryptic Diana Barker
Crosswords Diana’s.
1 Next: 16 April.

2:00 on the 3rd Monday of the month at

1st and 3rd Fridays of the month at Barbara’s.
Cryptic Barbara Russell
Crosswords Times to alternate between 10:30 and 2:00.
2 This Group now feels well established and is enjoying the mental
challenges these crosswords produce. Thanks to Steph and Cliff for
helping to clarify the way!
Next: 20 April, 2:00.
Later: 4 May, 10:30.
2:30 on the 1st Tuesday of the month in
Current Jane Michel
Affairs 1 members’ homes. The first subject for discussion is chosen by the host.
Next: 1 May.
10:30 on the 3rd Wednesday of the month in
Current Elaine King
Affairs 2 members’ homes. Members bring an item of hot news, topics are chosen
and then discussed.
Next: 18 April.

2:15 on the 2nd Thursday of the month at the
Digital Angela Jennings
Photography Quaker Meeting House, Queens Rd.
Next: 12 April.
Later: 10 May.
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Topic: Easter/Spring.
Topic: Street Entertainers.

Discussion Elaine King
members’ homes.
Next: 17 April.

2:30 on the 3rd Tuesday of the month in
Topic: How Can We Effect Change.

Discussion 2 Henry Paulinski

10:30 on the last Monday of the month at
Denis and Carmel Cogan’s.
Discussion 2 is a lively forum for friendly discussion of fascinating topics
including politics, philosophy and ethics. Planned discussions include
cheating in sport, referendums, and feminism, past, present and future.
Next: 30 April at 2:00 (Note change from regular time).

10:30 on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the
Drawing & Peter Elliott (Temp)
Sketching month at Roy Priestley’s. At each meeting the group decides what they

would like to draw on that occasion: art objects that participants bring in
for the day or flowering pot plants etc.
Next: 19 April.

2:00 on the 1st Friday of the month at the
Family Sandra Barker
History Leicestershire and Rutland Family History Society, King Street.
Next: 4 May.

French Fiona Oliver
Advanced 1 homes.
Next: 13 April.

French Peter Hampton
Advanced 2 homes.

2:30 every 2 weeks on Fridays in members’
Later: 27 April, 11 May.
2:30 every 2 weeks on Thursdays in members’

An opportunity to talk in French and discuss topics of members’ choosing.
Next: 12 April.
Later: 26 April, 10 May.
2:30 every 2 weeks on Fridays in members’
French Ivy Carr
Intermediate homes. All members are involved in choosing topics, usually two or three
meetings ahead.
Next: 20 April.

Gardening Richard Edwards

Later: 4 May.
2:00 on the 2nd Monday of the month in

members’ homes.
Next: 9 April.

German Charles Norman
Conversation Charles’s.

10:30 on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at

Next: 17 April.

Guitar Pat Breen
Playing in members’ homes.

Normally10:30 on 2nd Monday of the month

Next: 9 April.

u3asites.org.uk/leicester
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History 1 Deborah Hartridge

10:30 on the 1st Thursday of the month in

members’ homes.
Next: 3 May.

History 2 Mike Bates

2:30 on the 3rd Monday of the month in
members’ homes.
Next: 18 April at Richard Edward’s. Topic: A Gold-plated Shipwreck.

Irish Pat Breen
Language homes.
Next: 19 April.

2:00 every 2 weeks on Thursdays in members’
Later: 3 May.

2:00 - 4:00 once a month.
Italian Jennifer Clegg
Intermediate Meetings are suspended for now. The situation to be reviewed after Easter.

Latin Jean Cloud
Polish Up month at Jean’s.
Your Rusty - Next: 12 April.

2:30 on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the

Mah-Jong Dorli Meek

10:00 on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the

month at Dorli’s.
Next: 9 April.

Medieval Peter Kilty
People Next: 20 April at Jane’s.
Modern Helen Parsons
Novel members’ homes.

Later: 26 April, 10 May.

Later: 23 April.
10:00 on the 3rd Friday of the month.
Topic: Medieval Food - might be samples!
10:30 on the 3rd Friday of the month in

Next: 20 April at Ann Craig’s.

(Mon) Music Helen Parsons (Temp)
Appreciation Priestleys’.
Next: 23 April.

(Wed) Music Charles Norman
Appreciation Charles’s.

Book: Narcopolis by Jeet Thayil.

10:30 on the 4th Monday of the month at the
Theme: Music to Console.
10:30 on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at

Next: 18 April.
10:00 on the 4th Tuesday of the month. We
Natural Richard Edwards
meet
at
local
sites
of
natural
history interest, such as Brocks Hill,
History

Aylestone Meadows etc, we have a walk around with some members
taking photos of items of interest and exchange knowledge as we go along.
We decide where and what we do for the next meeting during the walk.
Next: 24 April.

Needlework Elisabeth Watkin
and Knitting Elisabeth’s.
Next: 9 April.
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2:30 on the 2nd Monday of the month at

2:00 every 2 weeks on Fridays during the
Parks and Cliff Ault (Deputy)
Tearoom Spring and Summer months.
Strolls First Meeting - Planning: Friday 13 April, 3:30 at Zeph’s, Oadby

Pétanque Anne Harris

4:15 to 6:15 on the 3rd and 4th Mondays of the
month at Leicester Bowling Club, Kenwood Rd. A nominal fee of £1 per
session will be charged.
First of new season: 16 April.

Philosophy 1 Matt Matthew
in members’ homes.
Next: 13 April.
Daniel Dennet.
Later: 27 April, 11 May.

Philosophy 2 Judy Hastings

10:00 on the 2nd and 4th Fridays of the month
Reading From Bacteria to Bach and Back by

Normally 2:00–3:30 every 2 weeks on

Thursdays at Judy’s.
Next: 12 April.
Reading An Introduction to Political
Philosophy by Jonathan Wolff.
Later: 26 April, 10 May.

Philosophy 3 Dennis Foxon

10:30 every 2 weeks on Wednesdays at
Evington Library.
Reading Causing Death and Saving Lives by Jonathan Glover.
Next: 11 April.
Later: 25 April, 9 May.

Poetry Helen Parsons
Appreciation Helen’s.
Next: 9 April.
Later: 7 May.

Poetry for Jane Michel
Pleasure Jane’s.

10:30 on the 1st Monday of the month at
Theme: Spring.
11:00 on the 2nd Monday of the month at

Next: 9 April.

Rambling Jan Hall

Every 2 weeks. Days and locations vary.
Next: Week beginning 23 April.
Later: Week beginning 7 May led by Debby and Phil.

10:30 every 2 weeks on Tuesdays at Margot’s.
Reading Margot Comer
Music Made We have got as far as scales and keys using sharps and will soon progress
Easy to using flats, before venturing into the world of minor keys. Wow!
We would welcome one or two new members as our group is smaller than
when we started, for all sorts of reasons, and anyone who would like to
come and see if they would be interested to join us would be made very
welcome. But note that the group is in abeyance at present. Margot will
inform members of the group when it becomes possible to resume.

u3asites.org.uk/leicester
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Reading for Jill Reville
Pleasure 1 at Jill’s.
Next: 15 April.
by Alan Bradley.

Reading for Convenor to be agreed
Pleasure 2 James’s.

2:00 on the 3rd Monday of the month (usually)
Book: The Sweetness at the Bottom of the Pie
11:00 on the 3rd Monday of the month at Di

Next: 16 April.

Rummikub Barbara Sheppard

2:30 on the 3rd Monday of the month (usually)

at the Priestleys’.
Next: 16 April at Sandra Grainger’s.
2:30 on the last Thursday of the month at
Science & Richard Thompson
Technology AgeUK, Humberstone Gate.
Next: 26 April.

Scrabble 1 Sue Howard

2:00 on the 3rd Tuesday of the month in

members’ homes.
Next: 17 April at Helen Parsons’.

Scrabble 2 Janet Stratford

2:00 on the 4th Monday of the month at

Janet’s.
Next: 23 April.

Shakespeare Liz Brandow

2:00 on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the
month at the Quaker Meeting House, Queens Rd.
Current Text: Hamlet.
A small contribution is required towards room hire and refreshments.
Next: 11 April.
Later: 25 April, 9 May.

Singing for Margaret Potter (Deputy) 10:00 on the 4th Wednesday of the month at
Pleasure the Quaker Meeting House, Queens Road.
Next: 25 April.

Spanish Lorna Pollard
Conversation members’ homes.
Next: 20 April.

2:30 on the 1st and 3rd Fridays of the month in
Later: 4 May.

10:15 – 12:00 on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays
Summer Janet Connolly
Croquet of the month at Monks Rest Gardens Bowling Club, Vicarage Lane, Old
Humberstone, Leicester, LE5 1EE.
Next: 25 April.
Later: 9 May.
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12:30 on the 2nd Sunday of the month.
Sunday Patricia Thompson
Lunch We plan on a 12:30 start but always have to be flexible with a large group.
We decide on the venue for the following month on the day. If you are
intending to join the group, you must contact Patricia to confirm.
Next: 8 April at Zizzi in Belvoir Street.

Table Tennis Jackie Caunt

Every Wednesday at Parklands Leisure

Centre, Oadby.
Times are variable at present. Contact Jackie for details.
Next: 11 April.
Later: 18, 25 April, 2, 9 May.

Theatre Jenny Foxon
Visits About 4 or 5 visits are arranged each year. Anyone wishing details please
contact Jenny.
The next trip is on Thursday 26 April to The Royal Derngate,
Northampton to see The Flying Lovers of Vitebsk a play about the young
couple Marc and Bella Chagall performed by Kneehigh Theatre Group.
Other members of Leicester U3A are welcome to attend two plays before
formally joining the group.

Video Bob Hall
Making a - in members’ homes.

10:15 on the 1st Thursday of every third month

Next: 5 April at Rachel’s.
2:30 on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the
Welsh Brenda Worrall
Beginners month in members’ homes.
Working hard this term to improve our day to day questions and answers
and learning rhymes to improve our pronunciation!
Next: 18 April.
Later: 2 May.

Technical Help
Computer Margaret Potter
Help Contact Margaret for help with computer problems.
Digital Photo Bob Hall
Help Contact Bob for help with digital camera problems.

Venues for Group Meetings
Is your group getting too big for your present meeting place?
Are you thinking of starting a new group?
A Suggested Venues List is available from the Groups Co-ordinator.

u3asites.org.uk/leicester
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Dates for your Diary
Wednesday 11th April — Films at the Phoenix – Dunkirk (1958)
Tuesday 17th April — All-Members Coffee Morning.
Thursday 19th April — Local Theatre Visit at 2:15 – An Officer and a
Gentleman.
Thursday 3rd May — Local Theatre Visit at 2:30 – The Little Mermaid – Ballet.
Tuesday 22nd May — All-Members Coffee Morning.
Thursday 4th October — Local Theatre Visit at 2:15 – Swan Lake – Ballet.
Thursday 15th November — Local Theatre Visit at 2:15 – Les Misérables
Thursday 6th December — Local Theatre Visit at 7:30 – White Christmas –
Musical.
Local Theatre visit details are on page 21.
The All-Members Coffee Mornings take place on the 3rd Tuesday of the month
at 10:15 at the Quaker Meeting House, Queens Road. There is a small charge to
cover the cost of coffee and biscuits and hiring the room.
Films at the Phoenix are shown at 10:30 on the second Wednesday of each
month. Cost: £6.00 including a drink of tea or coffee.
The film to be shown in a particular month can be found through a link on our
website. Otherwise contact the organizer, Malcolm Gray, by email at
mjgray220@gmail.com

Local Theatre Visits (Curve)
AN OFFICER AND A GENTLEMAN
THURSDAY 19th APRIL 2018 at 2:15 — £20.00
THE LITTLE MERMAID — BALLET
THURSDAY 3rd MAY 2018 at 2:30 — £19.50
Both sold out.
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Local Theatre Visits (Curve)
SWAN LAKE — BALLET
THURSDAY 4TH OCTOBER at 2:15 — £27
Side Stalls AA1-9 (9), 10-18 (9) Balance due 21st August
Matthew Bourne’s Swan Lake returns with a fresh look for the 21stCentury.
Thrilling, audacious, witty and emotive, this Swan Lake is perhaps still best
known for replacing the female corps-de-ballet with a menacing male
ensemble, which shattered conventions, turned tradition upside down and
took the dance world by storm.
Collecting over thirty international accolades including an Olivier Award in
the UK and three Tonys on Broadway, Matthew Bourne’s powerful
interpretation of Tchaikovsky’s masterpiece is a passionate and
contemporary Swan Lake for our times.
LES MISÉRABLES
THURSDAY 15th NOVEMBER at 2:15 £36
Stalls T 3-6, U 1-11 (15) only 5 tickets left
Balance due 13th August
After nearly a decade since the last sell-out UK tour, Cameron
Mackintosh’s acclaimed Broadway production of Boublil and Schönberg’s
musical Les Misérables will open here at Curve this November!
This brilliant new staging has taken the world by storm and has been hailed
“Les Mis for the 21st Century”. With scenery inspired by the paintings of
Victor Hugo, the magnificent score of Les Misérables includes the songs;
I Dreamed a Dream, On My Own, Bring Him Home, One Day
More, Master of The House and many more.
WHITE CHRISTMAS — MUSICAL
THURSDAY 6th DECEMBER at 7:30 (evening)
Special PREVIEW PRICE £17.25
Stalls S 17-23 (7), T 18-24 (7) Balance due 29th June
Based on the 1954 American musical film starring Bing Crosby, White
Christmas follows ex-army friends Bob Wallace and Phil Davis as they
team up with two sisters, Betty and Judy Haynes and put on a show to save
their former general’s remote Vermont ski lodge when it falls on hard
times.
Irving Berlin’s beloved Broadway sensation is an enduring tale of
friendship, camaraderie, hope and the pursuit of happiness, told through
spectacular dance routines and some of the most memorable hits from the
Great American Songbook.
u3asites.org.uk/leicester
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Disclaimer – Trips and Events
Leicester U3A members should be aware that every effort is made to
inform them of any possible difficulties which may be encountered during
trips or events that are organised on their behalf by members of Leicester
U3A.
If members require any help or assistance, it is their own responsibility to
ensure that such help is engaged. Such help or assistance may be provided
by a non-member but should be arranged before a firm booking is made
with the trip/event organiser.
Members are advised that we will always try to fill a vacancy from a
Reserve List arising from a member's cancellation. However, there is no
automatic guarantee of either a partial or full refund in the event of
cancellation.

Subscriptions for 2018
Individual Associate*
Joining between 1st November 2017 and 30 June 2018 £15.00
£11.50
Joining between 1st July 2018 and 31st October 2018
£9.00
£6.00
Membership runs from the date of joining until the end of 2018.
*Associate membership is for those who have paid a full subscription to another
U3A this year.

Quiz Answer (Refer to page 5)
TROY
•
•
•
•
•
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Paris was a prince of Troy — proper name Alexander
David Gyasi, actor in the TV Series “The Fall of Troy”
Troy weights
The Trojan Horse
Troy Deeney

About the Newsletter
Delivery
The Newsletter is normally delivered to members by email as a pdf file with one
page per side. If you would prefer to receive it as a pdf with two pages per side
(easier for printing), please let the editor know.
If you have trouble reading the Newsletter from email (or do not have email) and
cannot attend the monthly meetings to collect a hard copy, then either:
• you can have them posted to you for the cost of postage (contact the
Secretary for details of the scheme); or
• you may be able to collect one from AgeUK, Queens Road or Evington
Library where a few copies are deposited each month after the meeting.

Contributions
The deadline for items to be included in the May 2018 Newsletter is Tuesday
24th April. Contributions (from members) should be sent to the editor.
[newsletter@leicesteru3a.org.uk]
If you want to submit your entry as hard copy, please contact the Editor, or the
Secretary, to get an address to which you can send it.
I am always pleased to receive brief reports from groups about their recent
activities and I extend my thanks to all the authors who have done so, so far.
Please keep them coming. The occasional picture would be welcome as well.
u3asites.org.uk/leicester
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LEICESTER U3A meets on the second Tuesday of each month
(except August and December) at Christchurch, Clarendon Park Road,
LE2 3AH, and there are special interest groups that meet regularly in
members’ homes and elsewhere.

INTERESTED IN JOINING?

You can find out more about joining Leicester U3A by visiting the
website or by contacting the Membership Secretary.
Application forms are available to download from the website or
they can be posted to you on request to the Membership Secretary.
(Email: secretary@leicesteru3a.org.uk Tel: 2737237)
The form includes information on where to send your application
and the annual subscription.
(Details of subscriptions for 2018 are on page 22)
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