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As more members are now getting together in pairs or teams of 4 to 
take part in the Network Quiz, it has freed-up capacity to enable us 
to extend entry to the whole East Midlands Region.  In fact we may 
have members taking part from Austria, Dubai and beyond! 

Network Group Meeting – Venue Change 
The next Network Group Meeting will be on Thursday 
10th March starting at 10:00am (doors open from 
9:30am).  The Sports Pavilion at Glenfield has 
become available so that will be the venue and NOT 
Park House as previously reported.  The entrance is 
pictured aside for any first-time attendees. 

The information pack for the meeting, which will include the AGM, is attached to this Network 
News.  Please let me know by 3rd March who will be attending from your u3a (maximum 2 
delegates per u3a).  If you have any items for the Agenda please let me know as soon as 
possible, but by 3rd March.  Details to: coordinator@landru3a.org.uk. 

 
 

Webmasters Peer Support Group 
The first meeting of this group will be held by Zoom on Monday 28th March 2022 starting at 
10:00am.  The response has been encouraging but there’s plenty of room for anyone else that 
would like to take part.  Anyone interested should contact coordinator@landru3a.org.uk. 
Details for joining the meeting will be sent out nearer the date. 

 
 

TWAM 
It stands for Tools With A Mission.  They collect unwanted and surplus tools, refurbish them if 
needed, and send them to various African countries to help people to become self-supporting 
using craft skills.  They need people to donate tools and volunteers to collect the tools and get 
them to their new Midlands Refurbishment Centre.  A copy of the email received is attached 
as a PDF.  Will you please bring this to the attention of your members?  It sounds a great way 
to help a worthwhile charity and re-purpose tools that have probably lain idle for years. 

mailto:coordinator@landru3a.org.uk
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Find out more about your u3a Network at https://u3asites.org.uk/landr 
To contact your Network email coordinator@landru3a.org.uk 

 
 

u3a Online Learning Events 
This is just a small selection of the wide range of events currently available.  
 
 

The Next Network News will be around 12th March. 
Any items for inclusion should be submitted by 8th March please. 

 
Documents attached to this Network News are: 

TWAM 
Regional Trustee Newsletter 

Medical Detection Dogs 
Network Group Meeting & AGM (2) 

 
 

Possible Speaker – Medical Detection Dogs 
You may have seen the article on Page 23 of the latest Third Age Matters.  They 
have a speaker based in Leicestershire who is willing to visit u3as and talk about 
this amazing Charity.  Wendy Coley spoke at West Leics u3a this month and held 
the audience from start to finish.  Details are in the PDF attached. 

Stop Press - Regional Trustee Newsletter 
We’ve just received the Regional Trustee Newsletter from Jean Hogg, a copy of which is here 
as a PDF attachment.  Please circulate it widely.  Jean mentions that the Spring Quiz is now 
open to the whole East Midlands Region – the poster hasn’t been attached again as the only 
change is the wider catchment area.  

https://u3asites.org.uk/landr
mailto:coordinator@landru3a.org.uk


The following message was sent via the Leicestershire & Rutland U3A Web Site.  
 
Please reply to Paul Daley <Pauld@twam.uk>.  
------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Could you help us promote our need for volunteers? It’s a great way to encourage 
individuals and groups to reach out to their communities.  Many people have found this a 
very worthwhile way to spend some time either going out collecting from members of the 
Public or if they prefer not to travel but have some spare garage space to become a 
Collection Point.  Many U3A members have retired, and it would be great if they were 
minded to spend some of it in this way.  Stephen, one of our collectors who is pictured 
above, explained why he volunteers.  Stephen says that when he saw the TWAM poster, it 
just seemed such an obvious choice.  His father had been a car mechanic and so he knew 
how essential his tools had been to him in his trade.  In Stephen's own first career as an 
immigration officer, he had seen the effects of poverty that forced people to abandon 
their communities and risk their all-in search of a decent life.  Stephen now collects tools 
for TWAM and has caught the vision so he also volunteers as a public speaker, 
encouraging others to support us in whatever ways they can. Stephen says that It’s a 
pleasure to sing the praises of such a genuinely good organisation. 
 
This is all part of a big and exciting plan!  There is so much demand for our tools that we 
need to double in size just to have a chance to meet the demand.  So we will be opening a 
large Refurbishment Centre in the Midlands in early 2022. This is why we need a lot more 
collectors, because we need to collect a lot more tools.  And that’s why we are writing to 
you. Could you help us by spreading the word to your Network Clubs and the members of 
your various interest groups and also consider whether this could be used in any of your 
publications.  I am happy to provide copy for you if that would be helpful.   I can also 
speak to clubs or the Network by Zoom if this is of interest.  To find out more about us 
please visit our website.  I’d love to talk to you about what we do and how you could 
support our volunteer recruitment. There are so many benefits for all of us and it would 
be great to talk these through with you. If you are interested please do get in touch with 
me or I’ll follow this email up with a personal phone-call in a few days. Thank you in 
advance 
 
To find out more about TWAM please visit our website www.twam.uk .  Or to explore all 
our volunteer opportunities  please visit our dedicated volunteer website timefortwam.uk 
 
Paul Daley  Volunteering Coordinator  
------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Reply to Paul Daley <Pauld@twam.uk>, but please do not copy your reply back to this 
web site! 
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March 2022  
 
 
During what has seemed, to me at least, a long and difficult winter, it has 
been good to hear of continuing activity in u3as across the region. There 
have continued to be challenges concerning the resumption of face-to-face 
meetings and we all need to continue to make the decisions that are right for 
us. However, with the advent of longer days and better weather, I am sure we are all looking forward 
to more u3a groups resuming. 
 
New Committee members 
Without members who are prepared to take on active roles within their u3a, the whole movement 
would collapse. We are a self-help organisation and u3as thrive when there is wide participation. I 
know how grateful existing committee members are when someone new comes forward. However, 
it is important to remember that you are not alone. It is important for committees to have some 
induction in place. 
Here is a list of available support: 

• Advice section of the national website 

• Workshops – look on website under ‘events’. These are very worthwhile and an opportunity 
to learn more and also to ask questions. 

• Networks and Peer support groups 

• The Recruitment & Retention Toolkit. This has a long list of topics and is full of advice from 
other u3as. Just google ‘u3a Recruitment’ 

 
Recruitment and Retention  
Many u3as are finding that there is increasing interest in u3a and that they are recruiting new 
members. This is wonderful but is still most often through word of mouth. In order to attract 
members who may not know about u3a, remember to keep your website looking lively and up to 
date, so that it will appear when someone searches. Many u3as are also creating Facebook pages. 
 
Quiz 
Leicestershire Network has organised several successful and enjoyable online quizzes over the last 
year They would like to open up the next one to u3a members across the region. A poster is being 
sent with this newsletter. It is on Monday 21st March at 7pm on Zoom. 
 
40th Anniversary 
I do hope that plans are being made for activities celebrating our movement in this 40th year. It is an 
excellent opportunity for raising our profile.  
 
Poetry Network 
I have heard recently from Bert Flitcroft, of Madely u3a, who would like to establish a Network of 
Poetry groups. Please ensure that relevant Group convenors receive this information and contact 
him if they are interested.  

u3a East Midlands Trustee  
Newsletter   

 

 



Bert writes: 
I have been considering recently how best to reach out more widely to older readers. I have three 
Poetry Collections published and, as someone in their 70s, naturally tend to write about the world as 
seen by older people. This is particularly true, I think, of my recently published collection ‘JUST 
ASKING’. Poetry, the reading and the writing of it, can contribute hugely to our feeling of well-being 
and positivity as we age and in this sense I do feel that my ‘natural’ audience is perhaps weighted 
towards our u3a membership. I’ve been running a number of workshops recently with poetry groups. 
There is contemporary poetry out there with which we/our generation can engage personally, so I 
would regard my discussion workshops using ‘JUST ASKING’ as a good starting point for groups to 
then explore this further. I thought that some of the poetry groups in your region who are meeting 
face-to-face might be interested in the idea and find it quite stimulating. I’m hoping that word might 
then slowly spread and grow organically into a sort of informal network. 
Groups could find more about myself and my experience from my website at 
www.bert-flitcroft-poetry.com  and /or message me by email at: bflitcroft@btinternet.com 
 

Diabetes 
I have also been contacted by Diabetes UK. I am passing this on as I know what a widespread issue 
this is for our age group. 
I am interested in the possibility of developing some community partnerships with organisations 
across the Midlands & East of England. We now have an active network of Speaker Volunteers who 
are trained to deliver talks in the community to raise awareness of diabetes and the support that is 
available. 
We would be happy to arrange a series of talks across the regions to U3A groups if interested. These 
can be delivered flexibly, either face to face or online depending on availability. 
If you would like to discuss further, please do get back to me. 
Roy Bustin  Volunteer Coordinator  Diabetes UK   Roy.Bustin@diabetes.org.uk> 
 
Trustee for the East Midlands on the Board of the Third Age Trust 
I shall finish my term as your Trustee at the AGM on October 6th. Please let me know if you think you 
may be interested in becoming my successor. I am very happy to discuss the role which is busy but 
also stimulating, interesting and enjoyable. 
 
I can be contacted on: jean.hogg@u3a.org.uk    or phone: 0744 322 1688 
 

Jean Hogg     Trustee East Midlands                            

                                                                                             
The Third Age Trust 
Tel: 0208 466 6139  www.u3a.org.uk 
156 Blackfriars Road, London, SE1 8EN 
Registered Charity: 288007    Registered Company: 1759471     
 

http://www.bert-flitcroft-poetry.com/
mailto:bflitcroft@btinternet.com
mailto:Roy.Bustin@diabetes.org.uk
mailto:jean.hogg@u3a.org.uk
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 Our Charity 
 
 

Contact: 
Wendy Coley – Registered Speaker 

Email: try2climb@yahoo.co.uk 
Tel: 01509 843205 

www.medicaldetectiondogs.org.uk 

The talk takes about 1 hour and will include 
several case studies of how one of our dogs has 

helped to save a life, helped with a diagnosis 
months before the medical profession, made 

someone’s life far more enjoyable and, in several 
cases, given someone their life and dignity back. 

mailto:try2climb@yahoo.co.uk


 
 
 
 
 
Hello 
 
Hello 
 
NETWORK AGM & GENERAL MEETING – 10th MARCH 2022 10:00am 
 
This is your formal invitation to the AGM and Group Meeting on 10th March 2022 to be held 
at Glenfield Sports Pavilion, Gynsill Lane, Glenfield, Leicester LE7 7AG, starting at 10:00am. 
 
The following documents are enclosed as a single PDF File.  They are all available as 
individual documents if required, email requirements to: coordinator@landru3a.org.uk.  
 

1. Agenda for AGM and General Meeting 
2. Minutes of the previous AGM held on 30th March 2021 
3. Minutes of the previous General Meeting on 11th November 2021 
4. Chairman’s Report to Members 
5. Treasurer’s Report & Statement of Accounts 
6. Committee Nomination Form 

 
Refreshments will NOT be served during the meeting so please bring your own drinks.  
Biscuits will be available. 
 
Please see the Network News dated 24th February 2022 for further details. 
 
Current Committee Members 
 

Role Name U3A Email Address 

Chair Judith Harriman Glenfield chairman@landru3a.org.uk 

Vice Chair Vacant   

Secretary Ros Kenny Rutland Via website contacts 

Treasurer Helen Davison Charnwood treasurer@landru3a.org.uk 

Co-ordinator Roger Prescott WLU3A coordinator@landru3a.org.uk 

Committee Member Vacant   

Committee Member Vacant   

Regional Representative Helen Salisbury SLU3A Via website contacts 

Non-Committee Support   

Webmaster Liz Prescott WLU3A Via website contacts 

 
I look forward to seeing you at the meeting.   
 
Best wishes 
Judith Harriman - Chair 

mailto:coordinator@landru3a.org.uk
mailto:chairman@landru3a.org.uk
mailto:secretary@landru3a.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@landru3a.org.uk
mailto:coordinator@landru3a.org.uk


Find out more about your U3A Network on our website at https://u3asites.org.uk/landr 
To contact the Network please email: coordinator@landru3a.org.uk 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

AGENDA FOR NETWORK AGM & GROUP MEETING 
Thursday 10th March 2022 at 10:00am 

 
Agenda Item Time 

1 Welcome & Introduction Chair 10:00am 

2 AGM – Introduction  Chair 10:10am 

 AGM – Apologies “  

 AGM – Minutes of previous AGM “  

 AGM – To receive & adopt Chairman’s Report “  

 AGM – To receive & adopt Statement of 
Accounts and Treasurer’s Report 

Treasurer  

 AGM – Amendments to Constitution Chair  

 AGM – Election of new committee members “  

 AGM – To consider any proposed resolutions “  

 AGM – Any Other Business & Closure “  

3 Speaker 1 – Leicester Musical Memory Box  10:30am 

 Interval  10:50am 

4 Speaker 2 – Social Prescribing  11.00am 

5 Group Meeting Introduction Chair 11:20am 

6 Minutes of previous meeting & matters arising “  

7 Financial Matters affecting individual u3as Charnwood u3a 11:30am 

8 Network Event Planning for 2022 Co-ordinator 11:45am 

9 Regional Trustee’s Update Jean Hogg 12:00noon 

10 Any Other Business Chair 12:15pm 

11 Date & Time of Next Group Meeting “  

12 Closure “ by 12:30pm 
 

Please note: This will be a face-to-face meeting. 

https://u3asites.org.uk/landr
mailto:coordinator@landru3a.org.uk
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Minutes of the AGM of Leicestershire & Rutland Network of u3as 
25th March 2021 by Zoom 

 

Item  

Attendance Chair Judith Harriman (Glenfield) 
Note Taker Lynne Cox (Whitwick & Charnwood) 
Treasurer Helen Davidson (Charnwood) 
Vice Chair Lynne Cox (Whitwick & Charnwood) 
Co-ordinator Roger Prescott (West Leics) 
Committee Ros Devine (Leicester) 

Helen Salisbury (Regional Support Team) 
Ros Kenny (Rutland) 

Regional Trustee Jean Hogg (East Midlands) 
Speaker Chris Hartny-Mills (Regional PR Adviser) 
 
Ashby Colin Ellis (C) 
Bradgate David Bradshaw (C); Sandra Shurbourne (MS) 
Charnwood Pam Upton (S); Sue Ronald (?) 
Countesthorpe Janine Tibbles (S) 
Glenfield Stuart Galloway (T); Jack Proctor (V) 
Great Glen Robert Mansfield (C) 
Hinckley Janice Strand (S); Guy Newbury (GC) 
Kibworth John Freeland (C); Ann Robinson (S) 
Leicester Neil Taylor (GC) 
Loughborough Ruth Swales (C); David Hawley (VC) 
Lutterworth Roy Madden (C); Linda Patton (GC) 
Market Harborough Kate Helm (P) 
Melton Mowbray Graham Cherryman (C); Kathy Slack (VC) 
Oadby & Wigston Ann Constanti (C) 
Rutland Ros Kenny (C) 
South Leics Helen Sainsbury (C); Liz Brett (SC) 
Syston & District Christine Ringrose (ST); Julie Johnson (P) 
West Leics Andy Elton (C); Jane Smith (T) 
Whitwick & District Roger McDermott (C); 
Wycliffe Lutterworth Nigel Burt (S) 
 
C Chair; S Secretary; T Treasurer; Webmaster; GC Groups Co- 
ordinator; MS Membership Secretary; V Vice Chair; SC Speaker Co- 
ordinator; P Publicity/Newsletter Editor 

Apologies Stella Freeman Market Harborough; Esther Jones Enderby; Christine 
Brady Wycliffe Lutterworth. 

To receive and 
adopt Minutes of 
2020 AGM 

The minutes of the previous AGM had been circulated and were 
agreed as a true record 
Proposed: Robert Mansfield Great Glen 
Seconded: Stuart Galloway Glenfield 
Carried unanimously 

To receive and 
adopt the 
Chair’s Report 

The Chair’s report had been circulated and was accepted 
Proposed: Janice Strand Hinckley 
Seconded Julie Johnson Syston 
Carried unanimously 
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To receive and 
approve the 
Statement of 
Accounts and 
Treasurer’s 
Report 

The statement of Network accounts had been circulated. The 
Statement reads £1,003.04 with no outlay during 2020. 
Proposed: Ros Kenny Rutland 
Seconded: Ros Devine Leicester 
Carried unanimously 
The Treasurer reported the fee for membership to the Network for 
2021-22 would be £10. This is half the fee for 2020-21 and was 
considered sufficient in view of pandemic restrictions. 
Proposed: Ruth Swales Loughborough 
Seconded: Nigel Burt Wycliffe 
The Treasurer asked the meeting if the Zoom membership for one year 
i.e., £150 should be renewed. 
Proposed: Christine Ringrose Syston 
Seconded: Janice Strand Hinckley 
Motion was carried. 

Amendments to 
the Constitution 

The Third Age Trust had been advised by their legal advisers to call for 
changes to the wording of u3a Constitutions. 
Section 5 of the Constitution regarding membership is to be replaced 
with new wording; and Section 6, Termination of Membership has been 
added. The last 2 sections have been renumbered as sections 7 and 
8. 
These had been circulated 
Proposed Robert Mansfield Great Glen 
Seconded: Nigel Burt Wycliffe 
Motion was carried. 

Any Other 
Business 

There being no other business appropriate to an AGM, the AGM was 
declared completed at 10.18 
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Minutes of the Group Meeting – Leicestershire and Rutland Network of    u3as 
 

Thursday 11th November 2021 at Glenfield Sports Pavilion, LE7 7AG 
 
A 2-minute silence was held at 11am to mark Armistice Day.  
 
 Committee Attendees 
Chair Judith Harriman (Glenfield) 
Note Taker Ros Kenny (Rutland)  
Treasurer Helen Davidson (Charnwood)  
Co-ordinator Roger Prescott (West Leics) 
Committee          Helen Salisbury (Regional Representative) 
 
Member Attendees 
Hinckley - Janice Strand (C) John Langham (VC) 
Charnwood - Mike Hood (C) 
Glenfield – Stuart Galloway (C) 
Lutterworth - Roy Maiden (C) Linda Patton (GC) 
Syston and District - Brian King (S) 
Great Glen - Robert Mansfield (C)  
Countesthorpe - Janine Tibbles (S) 
Bradgate - David Bradshaw (C) Barbara Bradshaw (S)  
Oadby and Wigston - Anne Gilbert (S) Di Hensman (SS) 
Enderby Area - Linda Jayes (T) 
 
Apologies 
Kibworth and District - Ann Robinson (S) John Freeland (C) 
Loughborough - Dawn Hawley(C) 
Market Harborough - Stella Freeman(C) 
Ashby de la Zouch. Tony Smith(C) 
West Leicestershire - Andy Elton(C) 
Glenfield - Jack Proctor (VC) 
Regional Trustee - Jean Hogg 
 
No response 
Leicester 
Melton Mowbray 
Whitwick and District  
Wycliffe Lutterworth 
 
1 Welcome. Apologies & Introductions 

Judith Harriman welcomed all.  She thanked Roger P for his hard work and introduced the 
committee members. Helen Salisbury would give a presentation on behalf of Jean Hogg 
(Regional Trustee) 
 

2 Minutes of Last Meeting 
The Minutes of the last meeting had been circulated and were agreed as a true record. 
Proposed:  Janice Strand (Hinckley).  Seconded:  Robert Mansfield (Great Glen). 
Janice Strand asked about whether a replacement for Chris Hartny Mills (Regional PR 
Adviser) had been found. Helen Salisbury (Regional Rep) informed the meeting that this was 
on the agenda for a workshop later in November. 
 

3 Matters Arising from the Minutes 
There were no matters arising. 
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4 Treasurer’s Report 

£1,497.20 in bank and the Zoom license not yet been renewed. 
Researching into changing banks because of bank no longer offering Charity Account and it    
would mean having a business account at a cost of £4 per month and 40p per cheque.  
Charities Aid Foundation Bank would be investigated as a possible alternative. 
 

5 What’s Happened at Your u3a? 
Each u3a present gave a short report of how they have coped during and since lockdown. 
Hinckley 
Aware of ageing membership, they have formed a committee to draft a strategy for change, 
concerned about functioning of TAT, designing a market stall to have at Hinckley Market, 
trying to involve all members. 
Charnwood 
Did Zoom now meeting in person, need younger members and have produced a leaflet to 
inform about their activities, didn’t use TAT leaflets as too expensive. 
Glenfield 
Recruited new members during lockdown, got 146 renewals at one renewals event, 292 
renewed in total out of 357.  Have had a couple of positive Covid cases after live meetings. 
Lutterworth 
No zoom during lockdown.  Gaining members, didn’t charge for 21/22.  Had a stall on u3a 
day. Used Age UK day to publicise.  Made a book of group activities, linked with Wycliffe 
Lutterworth.  Have had 2 general meetings with speakers,120 attended 
Syston 
Membership 400 pre-Covid, now 300.  Have had an open day and a leaflet and poster 
campaign to recruit.  Feel their website is dull and looking at using Beacon.  Zoom partially 
successful.  Groups back in action.  Need to recruit Committee members as 90%of 
Committee are due to step down at next AGM in June 2022. 
Great Glen 
Similar experience to Syston.  412 before lockdown,340 now (open day helped) Lost 20% of 
groups about 50% used zoom, some still do.  Finances improved but balance will reduce 
now that they have face to face meetings. Changed Website to site builder. Vacancies on 
committee but not in crisis yet. 
Countesthorpe 
No meetings during lockdown Some groups continued with zoom.  Reduced membership 
fee to £5, will go up to £15 next year.   60 people attended AGM in person, 100 at last 
meeting.  Advertising for members, considered local advertising.   Groups up and running 
Bradgate 
Have a problem with retention of group leaders and committee members.  Stall at Anstey 
Gala in summer, got 12 new members.  Now meeting in person Membership pretty stable at 
180.  No fee for membership in current year or next year.  Find lack of information coming 
from TAT. 
Rutland 
Zoomed monthly meetings during lockdown.  Now back to meeting in person, very good 
attendances.   Some groups continue to meet via Zoom.  Social activities starting again with 
Christmas Lunch well received.  Membership very healthy at 653, have had 90 new 
members join since March 202. 1 Problem getting people onto committee.  Had market stall 
on u3a day and got a few new members.   Groups full but few coming forward to lead new 
ones. 
Oadby and Wigston 
175 members.  No fee charged this year.  Poor attendance for face-to-face meetings since 
resumption.  Lost 3 Committee members during lockdown and 3 will retire at AGM. Feel 
uncertain about future.  Didn’t Zoom during lockdown. 
Mike Hood (Charnwood) suggested using the network for help. 
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Enderby Area 
Closed during lockdown.   No zoom.  No membership fee for last year.  Got two new 
committee members, groups Co-ordinator and Membership Secretary.  Need new 
members to help with finances.  Membership 117.  Going to have a recruitment drive after 
Christmas.  New venues for meetings being considered but people reluctant to change.  
South Leicestershire 
Zoom worked well Membership 680.  Lost Committee members.  Voted at Special EGM in 
July to amalgamate with Market Harborough.   New u3a Harborough Welland to be launched 
in New Year. 
West Leicestershire 
3 successful monthly meetings in person. 
 
General question to attendees from Enderby: Do you pay for PBS license?  Janice Strand 
advised using TAT’s license. 
 

6 Network Committee Membership 
Chairman reported need for new members as otherwise Committee will no longer be “legal” 
after March 2022 AGM.  Are there members of u3as who are not presently on committee of 
their own u3a who would be     willing to join Network Committee?  Judith will put something 
in Network News re this. 
We need a Secretary, it will only involve minute taking and dealing with correspondence 
Ros Kenny (Rutland) volunteered. 
 

7 Recruiting u3s Committee Members/Succession 
Brian King (Syston) led the discussion.  Had looked for help on TAT website but no real joy.  
Wondered who has managed to get new Committee members.       

• Great Glen tried publicising vacancies -no response. 
• Tapping on shoulder can work. 
• Ask group leaders to encourage their members to come forward Look at members 

who haven’t been in u3a very long. 
• Helen Salisbury tried giving out job descriptions-no response 
• Helen Davidson (Treasurer)stressed need to remind Membership of principles and 

objects of u3a.   Everyone needs to take an active part. 
• Incorporate principles onto membership application form.  Janice Strand (Hinckley) 

said that there is an A4 sheet with the principles on TAT website.   Stress “By the 
members for the members”. 

• Barbara Bradshaw (Bradgate) said that members need to commit. 
• Roy Maiden (Lutterworth) suggested putting something on application form asking if 

they would be interested  in joining the committee. 
• Janice Strand (Hinckley) have a Group leaders meeting to encourage other members 

to become leaders. 
 

8 Beacon 
Some members had reported having problems with Beacon and were concerned about the 
future. 
Phil Bass (Charnwood) gave a presentation on Alternatives to Beacon (A personal 
perspective). 

• Mentioned Simple Membership which a few u3as are using successfully.  Small and 
specific to u3as at the moment. 

• White Fuse more generalised and larger business. 
• Charnwood are considering changing and Phil Bass likes Simple Membership. The 

cost is similar to Beacon. 
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There then followed a discussion:- 
Stuart Galloway (Glenfield) was concerned about Phil Bassʼ anti Beacon stance.   
Helen Davidson (Treasurer) asked if it is easy to change systems. 
Janice Strand (Hinckley) felt trying to improve Beacon was like flogging a dead horse. 
Brian King (Syston) wondered how Beacon 2 was progressing 
Linda Jayes (Enderby) wondered how “savvy” do we need to be to run Simple 
Membership?  
Robert Mansfield (Great Glen) was it possible to integrate Beacon and the website?  No 
response re this from Beacon. 
 

9 Autumn Quiz (18th November 2021) 
Thursday November 18th via Zoom, places available until 4pm on 18th. 
Open to teams, pairs or individuals (handicap system will be in place). 
 

10 Update Presentations 
Roger Prescott (Co-ordinator) gave Update Presentations: 
 
Social Prescribing  
Roger will send out presentation and social prescribing handout. We will need to adopt this.  
It is  not easy as we are not a service provider, not DBS checked, not responsible for the 
personal care aspect of people who come to our meetings.  
Janice Strand (Hinckley) volunteered to help with this as did Judith Harriman (Glenfield). 
 
Regional Co-operation 
u3a East Midlands want more cross-county co-operation. Roger reported that 
Northamptonshire were joining with us for the Autumn Zoom Quiz. 
Stuart Galloway (Glenfield) felt we need to approach this with care but good idea in 
principle. There will be differences between counties.  
We need to know what is involved.  Brian King (Syston) felt that there were concerns about 
our own counties that needed addressing first.  
It was generally felt that this was a low priority for most u3as at the moment but could be 
looked at again in future. 
 
Peer Support Groups (PSG) 
Newsletter compilers/editors PSG are holding a second meeting soon, all our Network 
member u3as welcome. 
The question had been raised about having a meeting for Webmasters.  Delegates were 
asked to let Roger know if interested.  Other possible peer support groups will be 
considered at a later date. 
 
Network News 
Now 14 months since inauguration -   generally well received.  Attendees agreed that colour 
coding is excellent. 
Bradgate wondered if it was possible to send parts for general Membership separately. The 
additional work involved in doing this would add to Roger’s already considerable workload 
so not considered possible. 
 

11 Any Other Business 
Helen Salisbury as member of Regional Support Committee delivered a message from Jean   
Hogg, Regional Trustee: 

“Apologies for not attending. In a board meeting. Very grateful to Helen for representing 
me. She is a member of my support team. If anyone else is interested in becoming a 
Trust Volunteer with Regional responsibilities, please do ask me for more info. 
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Holding a meeting next Monday for Network reps and trust volunteers from across 
region to encourage liaison and support and possible joint projects.  Looking forward to 
that. 
Reminder about letter from Liz Thackray about way staff members are sometimes 
spoken to or emailed in a very impolite way. Remember these are real people who are 
just doing their job and who are incredibly committed to u3a movement and doing a 
good job. Small staff but people expect instant answers. Need to remember to be 
patient and understanding and also to use peer support, Networks etc. 
Click and save initiative being looked at again to make more useable. 
Keep an eye on Events tab, some really good things including day on Kindertransport on 
2nd December. 
Strategy review in progress 
Regional Publicity workshops on 24th and 29th November 
Next National Network Link Meeting on Feb 16th 2022. Hope that someone can attend. 
Thank you. Please remember you can contact me with any queries”. 

 
Enderby wondered if anyone had any ideas for raising funds other by increasing 
membership fee.  Roger Prescott said County Council, large supermarkets are worth 
approaching as they provide community funds. 
TAT is happy for u3as to accept advertising from outside groups for a fee. 
 

12 Time & Date of Next Meeting 
 

Next Meeting is AGM on Thursday 10th March 2022 at Glenfield. 
Meeting closed at 12.45pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Leicestershire and Rutland Network of u3as 
Chairman’s Report 

March 11th, 2022 
 

This last year has seen a distinct improvement in socialising with others in a 
sensible way. 
 
All outdoor and most indoor groups are now back in their stride and it’s so 
good to meet people for the first time after a long break face to face. 
 
We are now about to have our second Network meeting at the Sports pavilion 
since lock down.  This was voted for over a zoom session showing how 
important face to face encounters are. 
 
Our Network Group meeting in November gave representatives a chance to 
listen to other areas coping with recent changes.  This was much appreciated. 
 
Network quizzes have continued successfully online, developing to either 
single, two or group participants. 
 
We have also started peer support groups online.  There is a group for 
newsletter editors which is proving popular.  We are now starting a group for 
web masters.  Other suggestions for peer support groups are welcome. 
 
We are also talking about more workshops on a range of themes to support 
Network members. 
 
Our Vice-Chairman, Lynne Cox, moved to Nottinghamshire during the year to 
be near her daughter and we miss her valuable input.  I have now finished my 
three-year term and have enjoyed being part of the committee and network. 
 
We are now in a position to continue as a full committee. In order to fund 
Network events and therefore have a bank account we must have a 
constitution and a committee.  We are unable to run on a casual basis.  The 
committee look forward to being a sounding board for new ideas. 
 
 
Judith Harriman 
Chair 
 
 
 



Leicestershire and Rutland Network of u3a’s 
 

Treasurer’s Report for year ending 31 Dec 2021 
AGM March 2022 

 
The year from 1st January 2021 to 31st December 2021 has been very quiet in terms of 
Finance. 
 
Subscriptions of £10 per u3a were due on 1st April 2021 and most were paid by mid-May 
with the final two coming in in the second half of July. 
 
Meetings were made via Zoom so funds were mainly spent on our first ‘face to face’  
Network Meeting in October when venue costs (room hire, sanitiser, biscuits) were paid 
from the account. 
 
This leaves our finances in good order for 2022 when a number of events are planned to 
take place subject, of course, to sufficient interest from Network members. 
 
I recommend that the subscription for 2022 is reduced to £5 per u3a to prevent an 
unnecessary build-up of funds. 
 
Helen Davison 
Treasurer 
L & R Network of u3a’s 
 

 



 

Committee Nomination Form – AGM Date: 10th March 2022 
 

Committee members serve for a normal term of 3 years of three years.  The “Officer” posts of Chairman, Vice Chairman and Treasurer 
must be filled to comply with our constitution. The current Chair will complete 3 years at the AGM and must therefore retire, leaving a 
vacancy that needs to be filled.  Details of the current committee members is shown in the covering letter. 

The maximum number of committee members (including “Officers”) is eight and they should be drawn from different u3as as far as 
possible, although this can be varied to ensure the Network can continue to function. 

Nominees, Proposers and Seconders must be members of u3as that are members of the Network. 

Please return your completed form to Roger Prescott (Network Co-ordinator) by email to coordinator@landru3a.org.uk as soon as 
possible.  In the event that vacancies remain unfilled, nominations can be accepted at the AGM.  Nomination forms without the 
signature of the Nominee cannot be considered. 

Role Nominee Name 
(Please Print) 

Nominee’s Signature of 
Agreement 

Proposer Name 
(Please Print) 

Seconder Name 
(Please Print) 

Chairman     

Treasurer     

Committee Member     

Name of U3A Nomination Approved By 
(Name & Position of Officer of U3A) 

Approval Signature 
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