
 

Newsletter, February 2022 

Dear Member 

As we embark on another New Year, with more optimism than a year ago, I would like to 

welcome our new members, and thank existing members for signing up yet again.  

Covid 

Though regulations are ending, we need to bear in mind that we have some vulnerable 

members. I’m sure we’d all be grateful if members could do lateral flow tests before 

attending meetings, and wear masks if asked to by the convenor or other members of the 

group. 

New Secretary 

Robin has left the committee for family reasons; we would like to thank him for the work he 

has done, in particular for producing excellent minutes promptly. We are fortunate to have 

co-opted Steve Read on to the committee and he has agreed to take over the role of 

secretary. 

Magazine 

Many of us enjoy reading the magazine Third Age Matters, the cost of which is included in 

your subscription, but if you never read it and don’t wish to receive it, please let our 

membership secretary (john.pugsley56@gmail.com) know, as it will save us money. A lot of 

the content is available online (though not the holiday ads which is the bit I like) on the 

national website. There is a link to it from our local website, and there is a lot of interesting 

material there. 

Lunch 

The next lunch will take place on 30th March at the St Helier Yacht Club. Janice will be in 

touch shortly to invite you to sign up. 

Coffee Mornings 

These will continue on the second Wednesday of the month at 10.30 am at the Radisson 

Hotel. The next one will be on the 9th March, and though I will be away that week, there will 

be a member of the committee in attendance. 
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Group News 

There are no new groups, though some interest has been expressed in a ‘knit and natter’ 

group, where people can do any lap based craft activity over a chat and a cup of tea. A few 

people have expressed an interest, but we need a convenor to organise venues – a rota of 

members’ homes would seem the best solution. No experience necessary! A member has 

expressed an interest in Mah-jong, and if enough people are interested, Rosie might offer to 

teach it in her Canasta slot (2nd and 4th Tuesday afternoons) which is not functioning at the 

moment for lack of members. Let me know if you are interested. A potential new members 

has expressed an interest in a singing group – again we would like to hear from anyone who 

might be able to lead this. 

 More information about our existing groups is available on our website (google Jersey u3a). 

If you are a convenor, you may want to check the information about your group, and let 

Juliette know if you want to add or change anything.  

Just to encourage those of you who may not be making the most of your membership, or for 

new members here’s a little further information about some of our groups; please note that 

all convenors are volunteers: Art History, Jazz Appreciation, Canasta and Film are some of 

our larger groups, which are led by the convenors who pass on their expertise and 

enthusiasms. 

 Social History is the other large group, with a speaker chosen by the convenors, who gives a 

talk on a subject of local interest. As this is the closest we have to a whole group meeting, 

there is tea and coffee afterwards for those who want to stay and chat. Other groups are 

smaller, and apart from Book of the Month, held in members’ homes. Sometimes the 

convenor hosts whilst some groups rotate around the homes of those members able to 

host.  

Some like music appreciation, Literature, Maps, beginners’ and intermediate French and 

Art are led by the convenor. Some like Global Issues and Philosophy, Politics and Political 

Thought are led by different volunteers from the group. In others like Italian, French 

Conversation and Crosswords, all members contribute help and suggestions; Current 

Affairs is a general discussion, whilst in the poetry group, members share their favourite 

poems. The Mac and ipod users and Make do and Mend groups do not meet as such – help 

is offered on an individual basis on request. Many groups, including Art would welcome new 

members. 

This just shows that whereas we welcome those who have expertise to run groups, this is 

not necessary. As a minimum a convenor simply needs to field enquiries and send reminders 

of when and where the group is next meeting. If you go on holiday and have to cancel some 

sessions or appoint a deputy, that is fine. If you need a venue, we can help you to find one. 

So please – more volunteers are needed to extend the range of what we can offer and 

expand our band of much appreciated existing convenors, without whom we would not 

exist. Convenors are reminded to contact Juliette if you have expenses to claim. 



The vast majority of you have now renewed your subscription. As I will be trying to contact 

all those who have yet to pay, it would be helpful if you could either pay or let me know if 

you wish to retire. 

 

I will look forward to meeting many of you soon. 

Best wishes 

Anne 

 

 


