
The Banksy Trail 

August 16th 2021 

It was a rather dull and miserable day when Di & I set off on our adventure, Satnav duly set for the other side of 

Norfolk. We were off on the Banksy Trail! 

Having seen news of the artist’s ‘Spraycation’ on the east coast and being firm fans of his work we were determined 

to find them armed only with rough details of where they might be. 

If you have never heard of Banksy (where have you been?), he is a street artist. You may remember ‘Girl with 

Balloon’, one of his works being sold at the Sothebys that promptly and partially shredded after being sold for 

£860,000. It is now purported to be worth double that! 

Some may consider his work graffiti but I see him as a street artist. Look a little closer and you will see that he is not 

only a very talented artist but there is humour and social commentary in all his work. Satirical and politically charged 

it has a go at the Art Establishment and strikes a chord with the man in the street.  

Banksy’s identity has never been officially confirmed and that is what adds to the mystique. 

I can’t describe it better than Di’s close friend who said:- 

“Banksy’s work has a powerful element to do with money and ownership versus a free spirit in which his images are 

created and given to the public….an eternal truth about human nature being enacted every time he creates 

something. The pictures of children are so touching. It often takes a minute to work out what is giving them pleasure 

and that is what it is all about. He must have fun observing the reactions, kerfuffle and excitement he causes” 

We came home having seen four of the ten (see photos.) Sadly, one has been vandalised, one has been removed 

pending relocation, one has been added to by another artist but we have Cromer’s Hermit Crab on East Beach to see 

and two more still to find.  

The perfect excuse for another adventure. 

Maybe it will spark some new enthusiasm to see his work, maybe some of those who went to Bury will go 

to find the new pictures, maybe some people will poo-poo it all - which is their loss  

But once seen, can’t be ignored. 

It was interesting, listening to fellow spectators. Some thought the images were wonderful & were 

genuinely interested in Art, some were there just because the pictures & story were famous & had been on 

telly & wanted a selfie, some were fascinated by their value or how you could get them off the buildings to 

sell them. But I think they had a bigger impact than most people expected and they made most people 

think! 

I guess that it will become more difficult for Banksy to do any more paintings in this locality, because 

people are too aware of him being around now. 

Or does the challenge grow, our excitement heighten & more people become more interested???  

Jill Davis & Di Chaplin 

 

 

 

 



   

 

   

 


