
Art Appreciation Group: Stow Hall Gardens, June 9th, 2021 

I visited Stow Hall this week for the second time in 68 years, the first being when I was born there in 

its then incarnation as a maternity hospital. As I hadn’t paid much attention to my surroundings on 

that occasion, I was interested in a second visit, so on a glorious June day I joined the Art 

Appreciation Group there.  

Some members took a guided tour but I was privileged to have a personal one with Jill. The hall that 

was the third building on the site since the 16th century was demolished in the 1990s but sections of 

outer walls remain and the gardens have been kept up, very productive and beautifully tranquil, 

with lots of benches from which to relax and absorb the views.  

Inside a walled garden are 227 fruit trees, mainly apple and pear, as well as small allotments tended 

by several individuals. The rose bushes hadn’t all quite bloomed but there was still plenty of colour 

in the many sections of the grounds. One area has beehives that can produce 100 lbs of honey.  

Another location hides a tunnel, dating from the early 1800s and now home to bats, that gardeners 

used so that they did not have to be visible to the hall’s occupants! On display elsewhere are some 

“septarian nodules”, 50 – 70 million years old, dug from underlying clay, that exhibit a variety of 

fossil fauna. Also fascinating was a fern leaf beech tree over 200 years old, with surrounding trees 

that have grown from its branches after they drooped to the ground. An avenue of oaks runs from 

the former site of the hall to the lodge, a distance of one mile, which gives an indication of the 

vastness of the land area.  

On the day our group visited, it was surprisingly uncrowded, and these gardens are well worth a visit 

to spend a few hours and enjoy changing arrays at different times of the year. 

Carolyn 

    



   

 


