
HUNSTANTON

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting for 2020

Held on: Monday 18th January 2021

By Zoom

Welcome: Tony Taylor (Chair) welcomed 53 members attending the 2020 AGM by Zoom online
which has been deferred to 2021 due to the coronavirus pandemic. TT explained the ‘chat’ option on
Zoom if members wished to communicate with everyone and how to contact individuals using the icon.

Apologies: There were no apologies and TT thanked all those attending.

Minutes of last year’s AGM had been distributed to members by post and also put on the website.
TT asked if anyone wished to have them read out loud and this was not required by any attendees. As
no communications had been received by the Acting Secretary Verity Jowett, TT advised that he would
sign them as a true record and asked VJ to supply a copy.

Matters Arising: there were none.

Chair’s Annual Report:
I suppose it would be silly of me to say this has been a difficult year, everyone knows  this. When I
was elected as Chair in October 2019 I never imagined how much that  role would change. I like to
talk to people face to face and for much of the last year I  have had to see you all on zoom. I really
enjoyed our monthly get togethers and for a  while we did not have any. But we have now managed to
restart them, with the help  of zoom. Sadly the attendance is only half of what we have been used to
but I hope  the numbers will increase.

I was very concerned that come membership renewal we would lose a lot of  members, in October our
membership had dropped from 284 to 202 but it has picked  up a bit since then, maybe because we
reduced the membership fees. I know that it  is difficult for those without the internet and we are
doing our best to keep you  informed.

The other worry I had was that many of our groups would be unable to continue in  this lockdown
torture. However, I reckoned without your ingenuity, Group  Leaders. Many groups have managed to
meet in various new and imaginative  ways. Mah Jong in the garden, Well Being in the park, Strollers
in various  places! The IT Awareness group has been well attended on zoom, as has the Rock  Music
appreciation, once we got round the problem of how to send quality music  over zoom. Do not forget
all Group Leaders, we have a zoom subscription and I can  set meetings up for you which can run as
long as you like.



More good news we have a new Secretary (Verity Jowett) and a new Treasurer  (Mike Donovan). David
Lemoir will assist Mike when he is out of the country. If I start singling out individuals to thank for
getting us through this year it would take some time and I would probably forget someone, which I
would hate to do. Our  Committee has been wonderful, having very regular meetings online and
meeting at  a distance on doorsteps.There is one person that I am going to mention in particular,
Carolyn, our Treasurer. She has carried on with her role well after she should have  finished. We
cannot survive without a Treasurer and she said she would not give up  until we found a replacement.
Thank you.

The New Year is here and everything is going to be much better, we just have to be  patient a little
longer. Then all our groups will be up and running again, more trips  out with Art Appreciation and
Sheila’s coach outings. (We are still owed one to  Kentwell.)

I wish you all a Very Healthy New Year.

Secretarys’ Report:

Cherry Gibson: It is lovely to see so many of you like most I have missed the Groups and Meetings.
National Office has continued to send out their monthly emails with news of all their initiatives. In
March 2020 there was Mr Motivator with exercises online, I don’t know if anyone joined in. Other U3A
initiatives were the Photography project U3A eye, the Living History diary, the Great Birdwatch, and
the launch of the Facebook page u3a Keeping in Touch.

There was a Virtual National AGM on 29th September, which was a bit long winded but had the
necessary breaks for voting and counting. The Regional Director/Trustee for the East was voted in –
Brenda Cordina and rebranding/new logo was announced.

I wanted to thank the Committee for all their hard work in organising the meetings and in particular
like to thank Verity for taking over as Secretary.

Verity Jowett: Thank you Cherry for all your hard work and help handing over last September and
glad to hear you are back to full health.

When I agreed to take over from Cherry in September, I popped over to her house to pick up all the
paraphernalia that goes with the role - folders, tablecloth, pamphlets, gavel and so forth - and none of
it has seen the light of day since, so we are in strange times indeed.

Having said that, we have managed to have committee meetings and branch meetings via Zoom and
even held a Christmas party!

Looking forward to 2021, the u3a Eastern area team are now producing a monthly newsletter to keep
in touch with the six counties in the East - that’s Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Essex, Hertfordshire,
Norfolk and Suffolk. Following the first regional online forum held in December, more are planned for
this year to include topics such as planning for u3a Day which is scheduled for Wednesday June 2nd,
2021 which should be interesting.

If anything that involves Hunstanton or the local area comes up, I can let members know directly or
we can look at posting a link to the Eastern area newsletter on our website.

Treasurer’s Report: Carolyn McDermid thanked Michael Ruston for donating his time to be our
financial examiner for last year and agreeing to do so again for 2021. CM reported the balances in our
account are:

Main Account         £5,018
Socal Account        £899.93p



The financial statements were accepted and will be published on the website.

CM endorsed Mike Donovan as candidate for Treasurer and before voting for the new Treasurer took
place, took the opportunity to say it has been a real pleasure to work with the committee and special
thanks to two people - Annette Francis Membership Secretary and Ian Holland Webmaster who work
hard behind the scenes. CM also thanked TT for his hard work in these difficult times to keep
Hunstanton u3a going and for always being available. TT thanked CM and said we will miss her
valuable contribution to the committee including her excellent attention to detail.

Election of committee: TT advised that the committee, with the exception of Secretary and
Treasurer who will need to be voted on separately, are unchanged and all are prepared to continue in
the current roles. A show of hands was asked if members were happy for this to continue and the vote
was carried unanimously.

Two separate votes were then carried out - one for Mike Donovan to take over as Treasurer and the
second for Verity Jowett to take over as Secretary. Both were carried unanimously. The revised list of
committee members to include Mike Donovan and Verity Jowett will be published on the website.

Bank signatories for NatWest account 24464562, sort code 536115, to remain as the 4 officers: Chair,
Vice-Chair, Treasurer and Secretary

Proposals for consideration: VJ advised no proposals for consideration had been received.

Any other Business: Maureen Matthews asked if she could be emailed a list of current groups and
their contact details as her handbook was over five years old. Ian Holland advised the up to date list is
always available on the website.

TT advised there is still a vacancy for Groups Co-ordinator on the Committee. In the short term, Linda
Nudds is doing some background work on what can be done for groups and will be convening a Zoom
meeting shortly with group leaders.

Speaker Secretary Angela Blenkinsop-Jewell reminded members that Zoom speakers from the online
company ‘Murthy’ were booked for the next few months and urged members to attend. February’s
speakers are Fools Gold Acoustics (there is a link on the u3a Hunstanton website) and they should
prove to be very entertaining. If any members have suggestions for speakers, A B-J would love to
hear from them.

TT thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting.

AGM Ended at 14.35.

Signed:  _______________________________________

Tony Taylor, Chair


