
 

 

 

 

Hockney’s Eye 
I wasn’t going to this exhibition until a friend dropped out and I said I’d take her place - I’m glad I did! You 

had the feeling as soon as you saw David Hockney’s self-portrait that 
the exhibition was going to be playful. The portrait shows him with a brush in 
one hand, a cigarette in the other wearing a garish tweed suit, and you 
almost feel he is winking at you behind his jaunty yellow specs. The subtitle 
of the exhibition is The Art and Technology of Depiction. In other words, 
his interpretation of how you depict a three-dimensional world in two 
dimensions. A dilemma for artists for centuries. His works are interspersed 
with the Fitzwilliam’s old masters and deal with everything from vanishing 
points, linear perspective and the use of optical aids. 

He takes a Dutch painting of an avenue  
of trees with its vanishing point and ge- 
ometry and deconstructs it using reverse  
perspective, in his familiar palette of hot  
pink, burning orange and lime green! It 
jumps out at you, as does his copy of Fra Angelica and a Constable 
landscape. You almost feel he is being wilfully reductive and gaudy. 

In one room he suggests that Ingres used a Camera Lucida to produce his  
pencil portraits. (In that period of time?) Hockney uses the same device to  
paint 12 portraits of National Gallery staff. There are also examples of him  
using his i-pad to paint which, as a ‘dauber’ myself, I found fascinating. 

There are lots more examples of his whimsical approach to Canaletto, 
Poussin and Brueghel to name a few, but I don’t wish to bore you. 

Even if you are not fond of Hockney it is worth a visit for the vast number of 
old masters and artefacts (sounds familiar?) they have in the museum and it’s 
FREE! (Exhibition closes on 29th August.) 

PS Have we got a retired physio in the group? My shoulder has never been 
the same since I had my arm twisted to write this piece! 

Robert 
Also at the Fitzwillam. The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge , 2022 by Jamie 

Coreth 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


