
             

Our Art Appreciation trips always seem to invite the best weather and it was on a gloriously warm 

September day that we visited the striking Hindringham Hall and gardens near Thursford. The 

owners of 23 years gave us tours; Charles Tucker showed us round the grounds, and Linda, the inside 

of the house. 

The valley of the River Stiffkey here has been inhabited for thousands of years because of its 

favourable location. A U-shaped moat and fishponds were dug around 1150 when the land was 

owned by the Church. We learned that the primary reason for a moat is as a control for river 

flooding, which is bound to happen from time to time. I seem to learn new words on these visits too 

– this moat is “revetted”, or walled. The earth dug to create the moat was piled up and on this raised 

area were built the granary and storage buildings which were kept dry above the water. 

Fish was the main diet when the region was largely Catholic. In particular the fish went, for his 

entertaining, to the Prior of Norwich, one of the wealthiest men in the country, and the ancient 

roadway running through Hindringham between Walsingham and Norwich facilitated this transport. 

In the 16th century, after the reformation, Martin Hastings built the manor house using material from 

the dissolved monasteries. He was given a centuries-long lease to the property, looked on favourably 

by Henry VIII probably because of his friendship with Henry Fitzroy, the king’s illegitimate son. The 

walled garden, on a south-facing slope, grows vegetables, herbs and apples. A knowledgeable 

gardener, unlike me, Sue Hutcheson noted the banks of Hosta along the moat, and four different 

Water Iris growing in the bog garden. There were tall Gingko trees, also known as the dinosaur tree 

because of their longevity, and around the hall entrance was a magnificent evergreen Magnolia 

grandiflora boasting fragrant large white flowers. The bridge over the moat leads to Wisteria and 

Roses against the Hall. Swans which used to be a regular feature of the moat, have unfortunately 

been preyed upon by otters. In 1880 the house was acquired from the Church and lovingly restored 

from dereliction by Gerard Gosselin and his descendants.  

Our visit ended with tea in the café on the estate, rounding off a very satisfying afternoon. 
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