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Timeline of British Agriculture 1750-1950 — selected events

c. 1750-1850 Agricultural Revolution

From late C18th Enclosure Acts

1815-1836 Agricultural depression

1830 Swing Riots

1834 Friendly Society of Agricultural Labourers

1836 Tithe Commutation Act — monetary payments replaced payments in kind. Led to production
of Tithe Maps and Schedules

1843 Parliamentary Enquiry into Women and Children in Agriculture
1846 Repeal of the Corn Laws

1848 Failure of the Irish Potato crop

1851 Census includes acreage/number of employees

1867 Agticultural Gangs Act

1872 National Agricultural Labourers and Rural Workers” Union
1873 Return of Owners of Land

1889 Board of Agriculture created

1908 National Farmers’ Union established

1915 Board of Agriculture training courses for women

1916 Ministry of Food established

1930s Marketing Board set up for milk, potatoes, pigs and hops

1936 Tithe Redemption Act abolished tithes

1939-1945 “Dig for Victory’ campaign and use of Land Army

1947 Agriculture Act — gave farmers an assured market and established guaranteed prices for farm
produce. Discouraged importts in order to increase productivity.

General View of Agriculture Sutveys

In the 1790s, the Board of Agriculture commissioned a series of books entitled General 1iew of the
Agriculture of .... (county name) with observations on means of its improvement. Some were reprinted in
the 1800s and 1810s A list of these for British counties can be found at

oro/wikil/(eneral View of Agriculture county sSurvevs
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https:/ /en. wikipedia.

A number have been reproduced as facsimiles and some are available on Google Books
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The Scottish Statistical Accounts

Old Statistical Account 1791-1799

New Statistical Account 1834-1845

Accessible and downloadable online htips://stataccscotedina.ac.uk (click on the map)

Scottish Valuation Rolls 1855-1989
At National  Archives for  Scotland.  Available = on  Scotland’s  People

ANdspCoOpIC.govV. UK/ 1rec




Griffiths Valuation

Freely searchable at www.askaboutirelar nd.ie/gti

Tithe Maps and Schedules
Available at The ’\Eauonal Atrchives, in County Record Offices and via

www.theoens

Land Tax

Most useful for 1780-1832. In County Archives. 1798 Return at National Archives and available

on www.an 0. "if

The Valuation Office Survey

1910 also known as Lloyd George’s Domesday. These records for England are held at the National
Archives (TNA), in Kew. The equivalent records for Scotland and Ireland are held at National
Records for Scotland and The National Archives, Ireland. Becoming available on The Genealogist

subscription website www.th

nealog ‘f‘ £.CO.

Arranged geographically. Field Books IR58 give information about owner, tenant, tenancy.

Description of property, often for farms, a sketch map showing outbuildings.

The National Farm Survey

Taken in 1941

In Class MAF32 at The National Archives. Arranged by parish.

Covers all farms of 5 acres or more.

Four forms relating to each land holding, filed separately in the parish bundle. These are:
The Farm Survey itself, completed by the surveyor.

The 1941 Agricultural Census, which lists the acreage, crops and livestock on the holding.
The Labour and Motive Power Survey. This lists tractors and machinery but also gives
information relating to tenanted land, such as the rent paid and when the tenancy began.
The Soft Fruit and Vegetables for Human Consumption Survey, particularly useful in market
gardening areas.

Directories
H)StOIlC Directories available on

http://specialcollections.le.ac.
Newspapers
Make provide details of farm sales, adverts, agricultural shows and fairs, crimes, disasters,
Accidents.  Many  available at  www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk  or

% e T e ~ 11k
Hndmyvpast.co. UK.

School Log Books
In County Archives.

Diaries and Letters

Estate Records

on



May be in county archives or private hands.
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides /landed-estates /

Irish Landed Estates Court Rentals 1850-1885, with details back to 1760s on FindmyPast.

Gamekeepers’ Licences
Available with Quarter Sessions Records in County Archives. London 1727-1839 licences on
www.ancestry.co.uk.

Smit Marks

https://quillcards.com/blog/smit-marks-to-identify-sheep/

www.lakesguides.co.uk/ /html/topics/smitfram.htm
www.cphc.org.uk/ /shepherds-guides

Livestock

www.countrylife.co.uk/out-and-about/dogs /shaggy-sheep-stories-21-native-british-sheep-

v
/

breeds-recognise- ”%.5330 7

www.countryfile.com /wildlife /mammals / native-british-cattle-breeds-and-how-to-recognise-
them/

www.countryfile.com/wildlife /mammals /native-british -pig-breeds-and-how-to-recognise-them /
Weather

The Met Office issued monthly weather reports for the UK and Ireland from January 1884-
December 1993 and these can be dowrﬂoaded from:

https://digital. nmla.metoffice.gov.uk/collection 7498204d-6a40-4207-a27f-772663ttd2fc/  See
also their historic weather station data at:
www.metoffice.gov.uk/public/weather/climate-historic/#?tab=climateHistoric

For London weather from 1900 (but applicable elsewhere) and notes on key events of the year see
www.london-weather.eu/category.46.html Scroll down and click on the appropriate year.

Books and Museums

Shire Publications www.bloomsbuty.com/uk/seties/shire-librar
Museum of English Rural Life https://merl.reading.ac.uk/
Scottish National Museum of Rural Life www.nms.ac.uk/national-museum-of-rural-life/

St. Fagan’s Museum, Wales https://museum.wales/stfagans/
National Museum of Ireland — Country Life www.museum.ie/en-1E/Museums/Country-Life
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