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Timeline of British Agricukure X?50-1950 - selected evetlts

c. 1 750-1 850 Agdcultural Revolutioa

Ftom late C18th Enclosure Acts
1 81 5-1 836 Agrinxlfiral depression

1830 Swing Riots
1834 Frieadly Society of Agricultural Iabrourers

1835 Tithe Camrnutation Act - ruonetary payrnents replaced paym€ats ifl ki{td- Led to production

of Tithe Maps and Schedules

1843 Patliamentarlr Enquiry into Women and Children in Agriculture

1846 Repeal of the Corn Laws

1M8 Failu-re of the kish Potato crop
1851 Ceasus includes *creagef number of ernployees

1867 Agricuitural Gangs Act
1872 National Agricultural Labourcrs a-trd Rural Workers'Unian
1873 Return of, Ownets of Land
1889 Board of Agriculture cteated

t 9(J8 National Farmers' Union established

1915 Board of Agriculture training courses forwomen
1916 Ministry of Food established

X930s Matketiag Board set up fcrr milk, potatoes, pigs znd hops

1936 Tithe Redemption Act abolished tithes

1939-1945 ?ig fnrYictcty' campaign and use of Land Arnry
1947 Agriculture Act * gave fatmers an assuted market and established guar*nteed prices {ar far:m

produce. Discoumged impcrts in otder to increase productivity.

General View of Agriculture Surveys

In the 1790s, the Board of Agriculture commissioned a series of books entitlerl Generul l,/iew tJ tbe

;Lgiru/tur f".... {count1, narne) with obsmntiotts zrt ffie(*?s af its inryrowruenL Some u,ere reprinred in

r"he 1800s and 1810s A list of these for Br:itisir counties can be found at

A aurnber have L,eea reptoduced as facsimiles aad soffte are availabtre on Google Books

hrms: / lbook s.sooclc.co.rrk.

The Scottish $tatistical Accounts
Old Statistical Account 1"791 -17 99

l*{eIII Statistical Account 1834-1 845

Accessible and doqa*oadable ooline https:/lsta&accsgot.ediaa.ac.',rk {ciick on the map)

Scottish Yaluation Rolls 1855-1989

At National Archives for Scotland. Availab,ie on Scodand's People
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wrvw.arscotland.gr:v.uk/res:arch/€slides/\,-aluation-rolls-1855-1989



Gtiffiths Yaluation
Freely searchable at u,ru-.askabnutjreland.ie. Siri fflth -r'al uation

Tithe Maps and Schedules
Available at The Nationatr.Archives, irr County Record Offices and via

rr'rr..r."thEgeneal{:rgist.co.uk /tithel
Tithe rnaps for Wales online Ury:J/ptrces.llirmq,"rvtles{

Landlfax
Mcst useful for 1780-1832.In County Atchives. 1798 Return at National Archives and available

on wrw'.a&ces$'.co.uk.

Ilhe Yaluation OfiEce Survey
19tr0 also known as Lloyd George's Domesday" These records for England are held at the National
Archives (fNA), in Kew. T?re equivaient records ior Scodand and keland are held at National
Records for Scodand and The National Archives,Ireland. Becoming available on The Geneaiogist

subs criotion website u,r,lrv. rir ese ncalou i si. co. ir k.
I 

-

Arranged geographically. Field Bo*ks IRSB give inforrnatian about owner, teflaflt, teflancy.

Description of propertl., often for fatms, a sketch rnap showing outbuildings"

The National Farm Sur-vey

Taken lr'1941
In Class l\{AF32 at The National Archives. Arranged by parish.

Covers all farms r:f 5 acres 0r more"

Fcur forms relating to each land holdiag, filed separateiy in the parish bundle. These are:

The Fanl Survey itself, comptreted by the surveyor.

The 1941 Agricultural Census, which iists the acte;age, crops and livestock on the holding.

The Labour and Motive Power Survey. This lists tractors and machinery but also gives

inforrnation relating to tenanted la:rd, such as the rerrt paid and when the tenaacy began.

The Soft Fruit and Yegetables for Human Consumption Survey, particulady useful in market

gardenirg areas.

Directodes
Historic Directories available on
h nn: / / sneciaicollecuons.le.ac. uk / dr gr ral / cc, ilcction /n 1 6445co1 14.

I$ewspapers
Make provide details of farm sales, adverts, *gricultural shows and faks, crirnes, disasters,

Accidents. Many avxTa;ble zt r,rir+rv.hritishnegrspaperatchive.co.uk or
uu'u'. findm\ Dast.cr).uk.

School Log Books
In Count\. Archives.

Diaries and Letters

{)11

t
Estate Records
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I{av be in cciuntv arcldves c,rr private hands.

Irish Landecl lrstares Court Rentals 1850-l885, with details back to 1760s on lrindmvPast.

Garnekeepers'Liceflces 
6

Available with Quarter Sessions Records in County Archives. London 1727-1839 licences on

wwlv.ancc-stn'. co.uk.

Smit Marks

urwrv"lakesirvides.co.u-[i / html / tr-ror cs /smidram.htm
urrr,,,'.cohc.orE. uk / shenherds-suides

LivestockL

Weather

The ll{et Office issuerl monthly u'eather rr:ports for the Uii and lreland from January 1884-

December 1993 and tlrese can be dorn'nloaderi from:
Sec

also tlreir historic weather station data at:

$nr-x"gretoffiire .gov.uklpubiiclu'eethcr&ljmate-historicl#?tat)=clitnateHistoric
Far London weather &orn 1900 (but applicable elsexrhete) aad notes cn key e:rerits af the year see

g,ru.w""london-u,eather.eu/catcgorI.46.htrntr Scroli down and click ofl the appropriate year.

Baoks and Museurns

Shire Pubiications x'.p-ul"t troomsbriq".corn luk / $etk:s f shLs-libra*'
Museum of Enslish Rural Life h ttos: / / merl. rcadins.ac.uk /<) 

-

Scottish National Museum of Rural Life wurv.nms.ac.gk/netdanal-rnuseum-otf-{ura}-lifel
St. Fagan's M useurn, $fales lr ttps : /' 1 mu ser.rm. wa I e s / stfagans,l

National Museum of Ireland * Country Life s,a*'rr,.n"luseum.ielen IE/h{useumslCollntry-Life
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