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EqARRIAGE RULH$
Whp cauld rnarrY whe I

ln Englanc* the list of f*rbidden marriages was drawn rrp by the Church af England in
'15$fi and rernained u1*hanged untif the 20'* century, Most *f the rutes apply to
cisse bl+od r*latives but as you will see also apply to step reiatives. A* the first list

is complicated I have given * second chart which is simpfified

A bl"4ni N1AY S{.}-t }rAR$tl'HIs
A W{)&1AN,\:l;dY Nt)'tr' $L{R&Y
H}.]R

i { il"anr,irrrffher {irirst'ltilt}re r

(;rirr rrtri"a {her's \liili Grandiriulhels 11usbancl

J \,\:i.k's Graridn.xrl I-r'*r' IJ urhan d's {i'rnilc.l i-athcr

4 Falhr-'r's $istrr f$trher"'s fJmt]rcr

ft,{ot}rer''s Sister l{oher''s i}rlrth;;'r

5 F';rthcr's iJrolher's tr?i fc I alh':r's Sister'r Ihx;hand

S,{uther's IJr o1lrer's \\ i lL' h.llcther's S ister's 1l usbuird

s tr\:ili:'s l:uther's Sis{er i Xr:shand's Fatlirr s llrt,ilrcr
[']l Wiii's lvlothels lislcr It*sh*gd's l\,fi:tlter's llrolher

&{i.xher iraiher
i1t1 Steprn*fhcr 5tr"'platlier
1a ir{'i li"' s iv'I o th e r's Hr-rstrrand's Fathei

IJ l-)a*ghter $r.rti

i4 \trritb's Ilauglrt*r Lrlushurd's Sort

i5 $i:ln's \\iit"e Di*":ght,:r's f Iu straud

1t S,ister *mther

11 lVit'e's Sister I inslriurri's ]] rurtirer

1$ tr r*firer's \Vife Sistcr's trlu:l"artl

1 
r,) Sr:n's Daughter {giraar}r3aug,hler} So*'s S*n (grandsou)

I)* *ghter's I)a*glit er { 
-aran 

t{d* u-e}rt*r; llaughters So* (urir*ttsr:lr)

:{ $o*'l Son's lYiie St-rr's l)augl'ller'* ltrushtrrd

ll*ushter's $o*l'r Witb D*ilghter's []*ugtrter's l{rlstranri

tl $"'i l,tr's $cxr's Dailglrter I {*r;hilntl'r Si-rn's li*rt

l4 W iti:'s Daugiit,;r'r llaus.hter llilrhcnri's l)iru-uhler's liou

Lir,rtiicr's Ilau fl lrt*r ilr*lhi:r'l Sr:n

l6 Sister'l Ilirughter Siistcr'r $ixl

1? ilrr.:ther':r $r:rl's Wif! L]r*lher'r* ) )ii ir6ih ter's Llus h*rrd

?* Siuter's Sun's Wilt Sirter's llairghtsl''s Husb;x*cl

lil Wi l-e's Brother's llartshter Fhlshuncl's lJrothcr's Sr.rn

"1{} \\'i1i's 5iilter's l-}iiugfu {*r I l*rhitnd's Sist{d:c 50rt

(irmdkither
J Graniirn,,r{fuer

Slcp lir-.tnd-ththerStcp Er';t*dn:r-tlhr:r

{ i*n rdl:tnth*r* ir- I slv (ir ;rnti{"nllter-iu-liiw
1it.-, Arrnl { rncie'

Liyr,.:l,,r^i::*1*rl6.7.&-9 Aunr-in*iitrv

Iiitli*x'10 h{ot}rer

Steptirth*ril 5t*p*-ruithr:r

1: hllllf lt*r*im-i*q' irrlher in- l;rrt'

Drughtcr Sori

5t*prirn14 $lqxla*g,ht*r

trJersion of absve *-ist



i:: !il- i;!it ir-ilt-l.iirI iJirt
I (r jti.r.t lBrottrer

t7.I I [\i'ter-irr-larv lBrrrthcr-in-lurr
l().1(.'t i(ir"ln.lrliru!lrtrr l(hr,,,i',,,r
II.:l llinirrolJauu.lrer-in-IuralLir.ru.ls,.,r-irr-iiirv
1.1 . -:-,1 l\trprrriir r.iri;r ng htc r lrtclrgrr,n,.l.t,n
:5,10 |5i".. iNephew'

-j-lil.,.r.lr,l\,.i.,.-:,r-i,,;r l\,.;..",n-l.,rt

These rul*$ wer* mainly inrp*sed tc pr*v*nt cl*se bia*sJ relativr*s fir*rryirlg Lrut yolr
wilt sl:€ that ffousins ere fi*t rfi*ntisnsd efid helf sii:iirig* are fiet rule*tiofied"
l"{ol*r*ver. it is believeri that the inciusion *f half sibli*gs is implicit ii-r tl':e general

terms'br*ther' and'si*ter'.

The full set sf in-la\ss and step relieiiv*s are il'lcii:d*d ts r"natclr the *quiv*fent blacd
relatives of the sarne naffi* excent; stepsister; stepbr*{her; step-aunt: step-uncle;
st*p-neic* and step-*ephcw.

The first chailSe$ t* lhis list w*re m*rie in the '1$Ct7 &Sarriage Act which removerj Nr:.
'17 from th* f*rbidden iixt prr:vided the first spouse in *ach case wfrs dereased.

Th* 1S?1 Marriage Act r*moveei No. '18 again prruieled brother *r sister in each ca**
was qieeeased.

Th* 1S31 {idarrii*g* A*t ren:*r.r*d 6, 7, S and *Q, 27 , 2*,2S and 3S provided the
relerant l,-,incts, ,Aunt, Nien* and Nephew were dead"

The 1S49 Marriage A*t c*nfirmed the previ*us three "Acts *nd speclfic*ity i*cluded
"haif L:f*oct" relatives"

The pr*hihitions in this Act were based on

I . fionsanguinity * biocd relationship inclirding haif blaod {half blood rneans
haurins on parent rn *nmrnon. fcr ex;*n:ple. a half-hlnther)

?" nff;r,ity -.rel*t!*nship by n"tarriage

The prchilrited d*grees apply t* a widc range nf ian'ti{y relati*nships *nd inc}ude
marital and Ron-rnarit*l offspring An adr:pted chitd is within the prohibited degrces
in relation to its natural fanriiy ancl adoptive parents. l-*cwever. it would eppear an
adopted uhild ffin rnarry the chil* of their adoptrve parents

Yl:u ca* marry y*Lrr d*c,*ased sp*use's sister *r hr*ther. This alsc applies if your
nrarriage ends tjue tc divorce. Before it was only after rJeath. There is nc legal
restri*tion cln ihe marriage *f first cousi*s.

*-ist ef F*rhidd*n fifierri*gas '194S versi$n
A nram r1*t ,& warn*r: not marry t'n*r

i It rrrhtrL,irrtllr,r

l i )rugirtcr lso,r
-1 ljn{irrl"'s hltrthcr It,ath,.r'. L lrhcr
.,i It"lolher's m*tirer l1 Ii'rr lrt'r' c Iilt hr r

5**'s f)aughter l\,,,'" r, 'ii
tI fliiuqhter's llausht*r lllaugllter's rar
7 $istr'r li3r,--thci
& t .rtir.::'r l l;rirLri'llq:r li rrillvr'. r.,rr

!l \!r,tlrrr'. I)aughtcr [\lorhcr's \t,1
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I
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,\'1*ihr:r

Simp{led iist t

,hanri's I:;rllrer

A nran fiat nrts his A wsmam rfisy not rnarry her

a

tr trusl-',a*il's \,i;ni1 lYitr-''r I )or:ull1*r

h{otli*r's I{urhunclt:atire'r'r 1\riii

Daughlr-r's i f us{riritd13 St-rir's \\iilc
j.+ F:lther'r Fathcr's \\ ile |a!lt*r'r l\.lrrtlr';r's i trlr shnri,il

h'I,-riher'c N,Iother's Ilushanri15 tr{other's Father's Wite

i6 -14'i 
t"e's Father's &.{*th*r Fiu:rirartil's Fatlrer'r 1rather

L{ugl":a*d's h{*tlicr's I atirerlri \&ri i;"r \'krthrr'x &{rrt}ler

I'lusirartJ's 5i*n's Srxttlr tr\'ifu'r Sr:ns's l-)ixughte;'

l.iushand's I )a*glrl*r't$t:ni? \Xii f'e'r llnur g,h{ *r's I}a*sjrt*r
S+rr'y Sl*'s W.ilb 3it-rns' Llar:ghter:'s [{usha*d

:_1 i)*ughtt'r's S*n's \\ii fb llalightrr'r I.)atiglrtcr's iJ*,thimrl

iriith"-r'.c Sist(rr irathtr's lJrrvlilct'

\Iotllr:r's Sistrr htother's llrt:thtr
1-lrr ihi:r's $crn1{ Ilrer[:r:ils I]au*htrr

]5 Sisler's 5onIii-qtir's llaughter

1 Sfcrther' Fath*r

3.4 {. rarrrinxrl}ter Cliuliiiather

5_6 i r1 .rlrrli-iilrl :r.ill i:f' (ir*rtl**il
7 5 istr.:r Bn*lrr.'r'

t{.9 i fuilt Sistr:r I Ia I t' IJy*t}Er

l:'glhr:r.irr- ilrwIr] i\'{*t}r*r-in-lnq'

Strepsul1t Stepd*ughter

!l Stcpril*ltier t{*pmo1*:r'r

l-1 i)au sht er- ir-i&w Son-in-iarx
rl I { 5tep-grandur,*thr.:r Ste;r-gr *ud{*tlier'

(i ranrlt n *ther* r tt - I apo {-ira n d firther- in- 1"'r rvl{1 "l 7

$lep-grarrds**18. i9 Step-glrurddaup&ier

:t)"1.1 tka*ililaugiiter-ill- l*lv ( irar:s*n--in-lilru

l:.tl ,,\rxri irntl h*1f Aunl I. luclr rrrrrl .[{$!l' t.ineie
1 t f < Nrice ;lid haif Neice l\epli*u.' aad hall hl*plew
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