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Chairman’s Message 

Hello everyone, 
  
As I write, the sky is blue, the sun is shining, and it is warm. Hooray I say, Spring 
has arrived. What does this mean for our u3a? 
  
We have had a good start. Our region, Yorkshire and Humberside, recently hosted 
the Yorkshire Forum, in York, with our national chairperson, Liz Thackray, as the 
main speaker. Sadly, she was unwell and could not attend but managed to deliver 
her speech via the wonder of Zoom. She promised to return to Yorkshire in person 
at a later date. 
  
Liz’s message was clear, the pandemic has been a blow to us and the whole world, 
but we survived. Now let’s move on, change and adapt to the new situation that we 
live with. 
  
I believe we are doing this. Haxby and Wigginton u3a groups have restarted. We 
have a Group Leaders meeting scheduled for April, when I hope we can crystalise 
our plans for the future and iron out any lingering issues. 
  
The Committee has revised and updated our policies and procedures which hopeful-
ly will introduce a clear line of action for any issues arising. Take a look, they are all 
on our website. 
  
We are continuing with our monthly speaker meetings on Zoom for March and April 
but in May we plan to restart our live meetings. There is a change though. Due to 
restrictions at Wigginton Recreation Hall, our monthly meeting for May is planned to 
take place in the main room of the Haxby Sports and Social Club (Haxby Sports 
Bar). Take a look at the announcement later in the Newsletter for more details on 
access and other conditions. As this is our first meeting for over two years and in a 
small way to thank you all for still being with us, it will be FREE to members. 
  
With better weather and a reduction in Covid restrictions our thoughts will be turning 
to holidays. Later in this Newsletter are details about an ‘Affinity Scheme’ offered by 
Riviera Travel to charities. A valuable help to keep our subs and running costs low. 
  
In the last Newsletter I asked for new members to join our Social Team. Sadly, the 
response was a very disappointing ZERO. Being a member of the Social Team…
looking for gardens, museums, holidays and day trips, and then taking part, well, it is 
the best job in our u3a, and fun. Please help if you can 
  
Finally, stay safe, Covid is still very much with us, so do take care. 
  
Best wishes 
  
Peter Gibbons 
Chairman 
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Zoom talks and recordings, where available, 

November 2020 to March 2022 

As you all know, over the past 2 years or so, Haxby & Wigginton u3a (HAWu3a) have 

been using the Zoom online system to hold monthly Talks, most of which have been rec-

orded and archived. The available recordings are shown in the table below and those 

HAWu3a members who have Internet facilities will be able to view any of these. An 

email to all members will shortly be sent out with details of how to access these record-

ings but please read the following :- 

“The speakers have kindly agreed to the recordings on condition that they are only 

viewed by HAWu3a members and that the access details are not shared. This is very

important and we ask members to respect the generosity of the speakers in shar-

ing what is their intellectual capital”.   

Date Speaker Topic Notes 

Nov 20 Michael Waller Medical Imaging 

Dec 20 Mark Lewis 
The origins of Christmas traditions 

and customs 

Jan 21 Geoffrey Mead Resorting to the coast 

Feb 21 Sophie Leguil Insects in the garden 

Mar 21 Eric Jackson 
Model villages and the rise of the 

Philanthropic Movement 

Not 
availa-

ble 

Apr 21 Sandy Leong The History of Nursery Rhymes 

May 21 Maureen Poulson Hearing dogs 

Jun 21 Stuart Nelson Modern Day Pilgrims 

Jul 21 Glennis White 
The House Built on Chocolate and 

Love 

Aug 21 John Hope Time through the ages 

Sep 21 
Modern Day Slavery 

(unsuccessful) 

Not 
availa-

ble 

Oct 21 Peter Gibbons Nigeria 

Nov 21 John Clithero 
The name is Bond – James Bond: 

the life of Ian Fleming and 007’ 

Dec 21 No talk 

Jan 22 Susan Major Female Railway Workers in WWII 

Feb 22 Terri Bayliss Modern Day Slavery 

Mar 22 Neil Hanson Ghostwriter 
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Going on holiday can help our u3a 

If you book your holiday with Riviera Travel, then please mention Haxby 

and Wigginton u3a. 

If you do this, then Riviera Travel will donate 10% of your holiday cost to 

our u3a at no cost to yourself. This is because  Haxby and Wigginton u3a 

has joined Riviera’s ‘Affinity Scheme’ – which they operate with numerous 

u3as across the UK that are set up as charities. This scheme was set up 

some years ago and is still in operation. At the end of your holiday, Riviera 

will send you an email, asking that an invoice be sent to them to claim the 

donation. Please forward this email to our Treasurer. 

There are important points to note: 

Haxby and Wigginton u3a is not endorsing Riviera Travel as a supplier of 

holidays. 

Neither Haxby and Wigginton u3a nor any of the committee/trustees have 

received, or will receive, any benefit or incentive from Riviera Travel other 

than the donations to Haxby and Wigginton u3a from the Affinity Scheme 

as described above. 

SOCIAL EVENTS 

  

Do you enjoy visits to gardens, museums, towns and the countryside? 

  
Do you enjoy short holidays either in the UK or Abroad? 

  
Do you enjoy theatre, concert or cultural trips? 

  
Would you like Haxby and Wigginton u3a to organise events like these 
this summer? 

Well...the SOCIAL TEAM could do all of this, but they need your help.
The Team needs more people to suggest ideas and help in organising 
new events. 

Can you volunteer some help?? 

If you can,  then please contact Social Events on the Committee link. 
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Friday Walking Group 

The Friday Walking Group have been staying fairly close to 

home so far this year, what with Covid and also heavy rain for a 

few weeks, which made country paths very difficult. In January, 

Dorothy led a large group of us on an enjoyable but very muddy 

walk through Westfield Wood and the snickelways of Haxby and 

Wigginton, followed by lunch for most of us in two of our local 

pubs. 

For February's walk, Jo had planned a history-themed walk along 

the riverside in York, which we were all looking forward to. Unfor-

tunately, we were foiled by floods but Jo found a last-minute al-

ternative taking us on a lovely walk to Homestead Park via paths 

which most of us had not come across before. Despite all the 

rain beforehand, the day of the walk was sunny and pleasant and 

Homestead Park was looking its best, full of spring flowers. 

In March, on another sunny and unseasonably warm day, Paul 

was our leader for a walk starting at Dringhouses church and tak-

ing in the Knavesmire, Hob Moor, and West Bank Park, which 

provided a good place for lunch. The tiny community cafe there 

was open and serving hot and cold drinks and ice cream, which 

went down very well. Along the way, Paul gave us fascinating 

bits of historical information, including executions on the 

Knavesmire and the plague stone on Little Hob Moor. 

For our Spring and Summer programme, we are hoping to go a 

bit further afield, with 3-4 mile walks visiting Thirsk, Malton, Eas-

ingwold and Strensall Common, among others. if you would like 

to join us, we'd be very happy to see you. Please contact me for 

further details 

Libby Hasnip 
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                                                                Relaxing in Westfield Woods 
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A Spring outing to 

                               Temple Newsum Leeds 

Temple Newsam is a fine 17th Century historic house 

with 40 rooms and a rich history.  

Marvel at the collections of furniture, silver, ceramics, fine art and 

wallpaper. 

Then pass into the extensive parkland and gardens landscaped by 

Capability Brown.   

See national plant collections of rhododendrons and azaleas 

or enjoy a picnic beside the lake. 

Our coach will leave Ethel Ward park at 12.30pm on 

                                    Friday 20 May 2022

returning to Haxby by 5pm. 

Cost only £25 (subject to numbers) and includes

return coach travel, house admission, intro and guided tour.

Optional visit to rare breed conservation farm and workshops. 

Contact: Social events on the website to indicate interest. 
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Monthly Meetings 

We are planning to restart our monthly meetings. 

The first meeting will be on Friday 20th May 2022 at 2.00pm. Doors 

open at 1.30pm. 

The talk will be by Jeff Jacklin titled:- 

‘Life in the NHS. It only hurts when I laugh’  

note please…we have a NEW VENUE, it is: 

The Haxby Sports and Social  Club (Haxby Sports Bar)

North Lane 

Haxby 

Where is it? It is easy to find.  

It is in the centre of Haxby village behind Haxby Butchers and Aroma 

Coffee Shop.  

Pedestrian access is either from The Village main road via the track 

next to Haxby Butchers through a small car park and pedestrian ac-

cess to the main car park, or, direct from North Lane.  

Car access is via North Lane. There is a small car park next to the 

club plus there is usually parking available on North Lane.  

Alternatively, there is the usual parking in the village. 

The entrance to the meeting room is from the North Lane car park. 

There is also an entrance marked Haxby Sports Bar, but this will lead 

you through the club bars and tv rooms before reaching the meeting 

room. 

We hope to see you there.  

Finally: This meeting is FREE to members.

Please bring your Membership Card

Peter Gibbons 
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             Sunday Lunch at the Dawnay Arms, Shipton 
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                     A Covid depleted Committee Meeting 
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H&W u3a Talks May – November 2022 

Date Speaker Talk Summary 

May 20 Jeff Jacklin Life in the NHS. It only hurts when I 

laugh. 

Retiring after 30 years working at Director 

level in the NHS, Jeff looks back on the 

history of this national institution and   

recalls how and why it was established and 

how early opposition was overcome. 

 June 17     Kevin 

Hutchinson 

Yorkshire Air Ambulance YAA is an independent charity providing a 

lifesaving rapid response emergency ser-

vice to 5 million people across the whole of 

Yorkshire. Yorkshire, as we know, has a 

vast and varied topography and the chal-

lenges of providing swift medical interven-

tions are immense. 

July 15 Charles Lubelski The History of Printing Charles enjoyed a 50-year career in 

printing from shop floor to management 

and lecturing. From his time as an appren-

tice, he has been fascinated by the history 

of printing. A published author, Charles 

shares a rich knowledge, experience and 

perspective on the industry. 

Aug 19 Victoria Wallis ‘Hard Bargains’ – an autobiography Victoria presents her mother’s memoirs 

which she had published in 2019. Her 

mother, Lady Barwick of Thimbleby Hall nr 

Osmotherley, lived a fascinating life and 

the story is told in an entertaining way, rich 

in detail. Born in Kenya, looked after by a 

pride of lions when wandering off into the 

bush, member of the Happy Valley crowd, 

film starlet with Rank Studios before mar-

rying into nobility. 

Sept 16 40 Anniversary 

Celebrations for 

u3a 

Oct 21 

AGM 

John Mumford Legal and Financial Matters – Power 

of Attorney 

Following a short AGM, John Munford will 

be talking about a range of legal matters 

that relate to our generation. 
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Nov 18 Peter Smith Medicine in a forgotten 

corner of Africa 

Peter has been a regular visitor to Sub-

Saharan Africa and is Chairman of a York-

based charity EMR4DW Electronic Medical 

Records for the Developing World. The mis-

sion statement is ‘Medical Records save 

lives’. There are 24 clinics throughout the 

world with the record system and over 

120,000 patients on the database in rural 

areas. 

Peter was a Partner/GP ay Haxby practice 

for over 30 years. 

Gardening Group Query 
Calling all green fingered gardeners .....now that Spring is upon 
us, we look forward to seeing our gardens come to life again.
Would any of our members be interested in forming a 
Gardening Group?  You don’t have to be an expert in 
gardening, but willing to participate in occasional garden visits, 
walks and talks on the subject. 
U3a members can request a 10% discount on plants, etc at 
Dean's Garden Centre on showing their u3a card at checkout.
Contact Groups Coordinator on Contacts List. 
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               Sunday Lunch  at the Cottage Inn, Haxby.  
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Bob, age 92, and Mary, age 89, are all excited about their decision to get married. 

 While out for a stroll to discuss the wedding they pass a chemist shop.Bob suggests 
they go in. 
Bob asks to speak to the pharmacist.He explains they're about to get married, and 
asks, 
"Do you sell heart medication?" 
"Of course we do," the pharmacist replies. 
"Medicine for rheumatism?" 
"Definitely," he says. 
"How about Viagra?" 
"Of course." 
"Medicine for memory problems, arthritis, jaundice?" 
"Yes, the works." 
“What about vitamins, sleeping pills,  antacids?" 
"Absolutely." 
"Do you sell wheelchairs and walkers?" 
"All speeds and sizes." 

"Good," Bob says to the pharmacist. "We'd like to register for our wedding gifts here, 
please." 
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         Haxby and Wigginton u3a Committee Contact List (01.12.2021) 

Chairman Peter Gibbons

chairman@hawu3a.org 

Vice Chairman Gordon Moore

vicechairman@hawu3a.org 

Secretary Yvonne Brabbs

secretary@hawu3a.org 

Treasurer Peter Murray

treasurer@hawu3a.org 

Membership Secretary Dorothy Croft

membershipsecretary@hawu3a.org 

Groups Coordinator Wendy Mitchell

groupscoordinator@hawu3a.org 

Social Events Frances Owen

socialevents@hawu3a.org 

Newsletter Editor David Moorhouse

newslettereditor@hawu3a.org 

New Members Coordina-

tors 

Judy Moore 

Jenni Rutland

newmembers@hawu3a.org 

Publicity Manager Linda Robinson

publicity@hawu3a.org 

Speaker Finder Mike Calvert

speakerfinder@hawu3a.org 
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mailto:treasurer@hawu3a.org
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mailto:socialevents@hawu3a.org
mailto:newslettereditor@hawu3a.org
mailto:newmembers@hawu3a.org
mailto:publicity@hawu3a.org
mailto:speakerfinder@hawu3a.org
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Your letters and comments are always welcome.

Remember this is your Newsletter. 

Final Date for June Edition is 31 May 2022 

Please send any contributions to

David Moorhouse 

3 Sandyland, Haxby, YO32 2FG

01904 764623 

newslettereditor@hawu3a.org 

                   Our Website address is := www.hawu3a.org 

Many thanks to the editorial team who are 

David Crane David    

Moorhouse       

Please  note when submitting articles for publication your name & contact  

details will be published if you have supplied them at the end of your          

submission. If you do not want your contract details published, please make it 

clear with your submission. 

The Website edition will have any contact details omitted. 

So as not to fall foul of Copyright Law, please make sure that you 

have the relevant permission to submit any article that may be      
affected by Copyright Law. 

David Moorhouse 

Editor 

mailto:newslettereditor@hawu3a.org

