
              

        Chairman’s Bulletin – 14 Nov 2021 

 

For the past 20 months we have distributed a newsletter each month with articles by members along 

with news. However, we are sadly unable to continue to do this and so, for the time being, I will produce 

a much shorter bulletin each month outlining our future programme plus any other items of interest 

which need to be circulated. 

Take care 

Viv (01582 766147) 

November Zoom Meeting 

Our next, and hopefully final, Zoom general meeting, will take place next Thursday, 18th November at 

2.15. We will welcome Charles Garland, a former BBC producer and writer who worked as assistant to 

David Croft OBE. His talk will be about ‘Dad’s Army’ including many amusing anecdotes about the 

much-loved series and of his time with David Croft and Jimmy Perry. Chris Marshall will be sending 

round the link to it in the next couple of days. 

Christmas Socials 

It won’t be possible to hold our normal Christmas party this year but we intend to hold two Christmas 

Socials at our usual venue of the Harpenden Trust Hall. For everybody’s safety we are restricting the 

numbers which is why we will hold two – the first on Thursday, 2nd December at 2.15 and the second on 

Thursday, 16th December, also at 2.15. We will be providing tea, coffee (and hopefully some seasonal 

mulled wine) and we will ask for contributions of cakes, mince pies, biscuits etc from those attending. 

We will try and make it as Christmassy as possible with a quiz and a couple of games. Sadly, the Singing 

group will be unable to come along and sing carols this year. We will encourage people to take a lateral 

flow test on the morning before the event as we want the occasions to be as safe as possible for 

everyone. 

Places MUST be booked in advance. Please phone me on 01582 766147 with your choice of date. 

Remember that places are limited so please book early. 

Get Well Soon 

Both Tessa Abberley and Marion Goodson have been in hospital recently with pneumonia. We wish 

them both a speedy recovery. Doug Nevell, our past Chairman, has had a second stay in hospital but is 

home now and recovering well. We send our love to them all. 

  

 

 



Hertfordshire Network Event 

The Hertfordshire Network of u3as will be holding a Zoom talk on Friday, 14 January at 10.30 to which 

all of our members will be invited. The talk will be about 1960s’ popular music and, I am told, they have 

engaged an excellent speaker. Details and registration information will be included in the next bulletin. 

Our Groups 

Most of our groups are up and running again now including Art Appreciation, Current Affairs, Family 

History, History, Hot Issues Seminars, Mah Jong, Needlecraft, Scrabble, Singing for Pleasure, Strollers, 

Sustainability and Walking. As its title is not as self-explanatory as most of the others I know people 

often wonder what the Hot Issues Seminar group is all about. Chris Marsden, convenor of the group, has 

provided the following report explaining. 

The Hot Issues Seminar group (HIS) 

The HIS group is currently made up of nine people, six men and three women. They comprise 
people with both professional and amateur interest and expertise in education, social history, 
social care, management, behavioural science, politics, local government, engineering and 
technology, China, economics and journalism. We meet monthly, currently by Zoom, for about 
90 minutes. For each seminar, a member of the group prepares a topic, distributes material 
beforehand and introduces it at the beginning the session. 

We have just ended our latest seminar, researched and introduced by one of our lady members, 
on the issue of transgender rights and transphobia. This is a subject that several of us had not 
really thought much about in the past although had become increasingly concerned about 
thanks to recent worrying news items. At the end of the meeting, we were all very much better 
informed about the issues involved, with clear evidence for forming our own opinions on the 
debate. That is the main objective of our seminars. 

Over the last three years or so, we have addressed many ‘hot’ issues, including, big tech and 
democracy, the assault on truth, social media, fake news and echo chambers, taxation and 
welfare, meritocracy, social cohesion, China, the climate crisis, land rights, the future of cities 
and towns, ageism, and NHS problems and solutions. 

In our next session we will address the outcomes of the COP conference with a view to 
identifying the key areas of action and inaction arising. After that our planned seminars include 
effective management in organisations, British constitutional issues, challenging the assumption 
of Western moral superiority, the ill effects of social media and what might be done, populism, 
and understanding the Middle East especially the role of the Gulf States. 

Harpenden u3a Website 

Our website https://u3asites.org.uk/harpenden/home is regularly updated and shows everything you 

need to know about membership, meetings, groups etc. A quick Google for ‘Harpenden u3a’ will also 

find it. Make it your first point of call if you have any queries.  

https://u3asites.org.uk/harpenden/home

