HALE & DISTRICT U3A HOLIDAY TO LAKE MAGGIORE
In June forty-three members of Hale & District U3A assembled at Manchester Airport for our
flight to Milan. Our destination was Stresa on the shores of Lake Maggiore in Northern Italy.
On our first day we were taken across the Lake to the Borromean Islands where we saw the
incredible gardens and palaces created out of bare rock with many rare plants and trees. Our
guide gave us a fascinating history lesson in the wealth and political influence of the Borromeo
family who held sway in that part of Italy.
We spent an exciting day travelling to Locarno in Switzerland by train via the Centovalli railway
which snakes its way through incredible mountain scenery and reaches a height of about two
thousand five hundred feet. Our return to Stresa was via the lake steamer, an idyllic sail past
more spectacular mountain scenery and little Italian towns and villages. On subsequent days
we used the lake ferries to visit Villa Taranto, another incredible botanic garden, created by a
Scot, Neil McEacharn. We took the cable car and chairlift up Mount Mottarone for spectacular
views of seven Italian lakes.
On our last day we were transported by coach through the Valle d'Aosta to the town of Aosta
where the Romans built a substantial defensive settlement and we were able to explore the
many Roman structures which still exist today. Some members of the U3A ukulele group had
brought their instruments with them so one evening we had a fun performance which was
filmed by the hotel and made it on to their website. The holiday was enjoyed by all and in true
U3A style we learned a lot. Whether we will remember it all is another matter!
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