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A short biography in commemoration of
James Stephenson 1882 - 1917

James Stephenson was born in late 1882 and baptised at St James’s Church,
Arnside on the 24™ December.

James was the only son of James and Sarah Ann Stephenson (nee Bowe) who
had married at Lancaster in 1881. He had one sister, Ellen Jane who was also
born at Arnside two years later.

In the 1901 Census James was a footman with Miss Emma Bannister of 39
Queens Road, Southport. The rest of the family were living at Eden Mount,
Grange over Sands. James senior was a domestic gardener and Ellen was an
assistant at a stationers, probably in Grange.

In the 1911 James was still living with his parents at Eden Mount but was now
an ex hotel waiter (unemployed).
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The next piece of information about James is his Medal Index Card (MIC) which
is the only source as to when he enlisted or was conscripted. The booklet by
Peter Robinson states that James had first joined the Duke of Cornwall’s Light
Infantry with a service number of 18701. Like several others from Grange this
seems to have been the initial regiment chosen. In common with the others he
was transferred, probably after basic training, to another regiment which was
short on numbers.

The MIC shows that James left England on the 31°" July 1915 to serve with the
2"¢ Battalion Hampshire Regiment in the Balkans (Salonika).

The regiment had sailed from Avonmouth on the 29th of March 1915 sailing
via Malta to Alexandria then on to Mudros in April. They landed at Cape Helles,
Gallipoli on the 25 April 1915 and were involved in heavy fighting until the
evacuation on the nights of the 7th and 8th of January 1916 when they
returned to Egypt. James must have been sent to Gallipoli as part of the
reinforcement programme to fill the ranks after heavy losses.

In 1916 they were sent to France from Egypt, arriving at Marseilles on the 20th
March. They then travelled by train to concentrate in the area east of Pont
Remy by the end of March. In July they went into action in the Battles of the
Somme. In 1917 they were in action in the Battle of Arras.

The “Battle of Arras” (also known as the Second Battle of Arras) was a British
offensive which took place between the 9 April and the 16 May 1917. British,
Canadian, South African, New Zealand, Newfoundland, and Australian troops
attacked German defences near the French city of Arras on the Western Front.
There were major gains on the first day, followed by stalemate.

The 2" Battalion Hampshire Regiment was involved in this offensive and the
War Diary records the events as they took place. The diary of the 22" to 24"
April records the action and location where James was fighting. The diary page
printed below shows the movement of the Hampshire’s as they lined up for the
planned attack. They came under heavy shelling and suffered some casualties.
James may well have been killed in this attack as his body was never found.

The regiment suffered considerable numbers of casualties in the two days of
conflict. They were relieved shortly after and retired to Simancourt for rest and
regrouping. The War continued unabated.
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James is remembered on the Arras Memorial at Fauberg-Amiens Cemetery, at

Arras, Pas de Calais.

James was awarded the 1915 Star as well as the Victory Medal and British
Medal.

Author: David Clapp



