LIEUTWILLIAM GRAY RAWLINSON




1890 — 1915

The birth certificate of William ¢ ; son shows that he was born at
Duddon Hall, Millom, Bootle Cumbria, on the 2"d, April 1890.

Duddon Hall was a considerably large estate indicating that the family were
very wealthy. He was the only child of William Millers Rawlinson and Rosetta
Ellen Rawlinson (formerly, Rigge)

His father, William Millers Rawlinson: 1863 — 1897, inherited Duddon
Hall, near Millom from his father, Major William Sawrey Rawlinson
(1835 — 1875) on his death (aged 40) and lived there until his own death
in 1897, (aged 33).

William Millers Rawlinson was educated through the public school
system finally graduating from Cambridge University. However,
subsequent census records show no meaningful employment other than
that of ‘man of own means’.



He married Rosetta Ellen Rigge, also from a well connected family in
June, 1889 at St. George, Hanover Street, London and their son,
William Gray, was born the following year.

In 1903, six years after the death of her husband, Rosetta married
George Rathbone, a musician and composer. They married in St.
Pancras, London (Parish Register). According to the ‘red books’, they
lived in Grange, initially at Fellside Cottage and later moving to
Yewbarrow, (the address given in the will of her son). Finally they
located to to Aynsome House in Field Broughton.

Census Records show that that from an early age William Gray Rawlinson
attended various prestigious boarding schools, i.e. Lockyers Park,
Hertfordshire, Shrewsbury and Sandhurst Military College where he served
time overseas before the outbreak of the First World War. Records indicate
that he spent some time in Mauritius and South Africa at this time.

Sandhurst Military College

At the outbreak of the war he was serving in Hong Kong but his regiment
returned to the UK to refit before being sent to the front where he was
constantly in the trenches. He was Kkilled in the Battle of St. Eloi.

The following record shows William Gray Rawlinson was awarded
the 1914 - 15 Star for his bravery.

«ward Rolls, 1914-1920 for W G Rawlinson
UK, WWI Service Medal and Award Rolls, 1914-1920 for W G Rawlinson

Record Index Source Information

. f Record Url: http.//search.ancestry.co uk/cgi-bin/sse dil?

Name: WG Rawlinson Indiv=180b=WOServiceNedalAwardRolls&h=590762 1

Military Year: 1914-1915 i

Rank: Lieutenant Source Citation: The National Archives of the UK; Kew,

Surrey, England; WW/ Service Medal and Award Rolls;

Medal Awarded: 1914-15 Star Class WO 329, Piece Number. 2949
Regiment or Corps: Duke of Comwall's Light _
Infantry Source Information: Ancestry.com. UK, WWI Service

Medal and Award Rolls, 1914-1920 [database on-line].
Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com O&an;nﬁons, Inc., 2014
Original data: War Office and Air Ministry: Service Medal
lmwlld Rolls, First World War. WO329. The National
Archives of the UK, Kew, Surrey, England.



_ocal Roll of Honour.

LIZUT. W. G. RAWLINSON.

On his death the following article in
The Westmorland Gazette paid tribute to him

Lieut. William Gray Rawlinson, 2nd Battalion
Duke of Cornwall's Light Infantry, killed at St.

‘Floi, was horn on ks?:il' the 2nd, 1890. H@ was

ltnson, of Dudden 114ll, Browghton-in-Futriness,
and of Mrk. Gesrpe ‘Rathbone, of Yewgliffe,
(irange; his maternal grandmother being . the
late Mm. ltifgh of Wood Broughton. Hg was
educated at lockers Park, Shrewsbury, ! 'and
Bandhurst. l}a received his commission i 1910
and way promotetl in 1912, On recciving his ¢om-
mission {u- joined his regiment in South Africa,
where he remained for about, three years. ‘Dur-
ing thia period he épent a shért leave on apn ad-
venturous bhig game shooting expedition in the
wilds, of the Zatbesi; and brought home many
interesting trophies. At the ontbreak of the war
he was with lus regiment at tlong Kong, China.
and did geod work in fhe defence of the Island
during the anxious days preceding the bombard-
ment of ‘Tsingtau. The regiment was then
ordered homo to re-fit, and after a few weéeks in
camp at Winthester proceeded to the front, a

the only son of the %to William Millers Raw-

Tittla hefore Chnistnins.  Since then he was con-

stantly i the trenches, when he scems to have
had a strentpus time, never forgetting, how-
ever, to writg home the moest cheerful: letters
two or three fimos o week, It is helieved that
he feil leading hds men in the terrible battle of
St.. Eloi on March the 15ih. * Eye-witness,” in
his notice of this fierce tighting, says: “YOf the
gallantry of the regimental officers thrpughout
it is unnecessary to speak.’”’”  Those who knew
Lieut. Rawlinson must feel how true thewp words
are in regard to him. lle came of a fighting
stock that knew no fear. As long agoas 1643
Capt, Willianmy Rawlinson, of Graythwaité, rais

in Firness a troop of volunfeers consistifz of 7
horse, which he maintained withont charge to
thé stnte nud kept in readiness for service in
i war between King and DParliament. [lis
i;‘;ndfnth»r was Major Rawlinsom, of ‘the 12th
7,,.m~m-«, and of tha 6th Inmskyiling Dtragoona,
who foright through the Crimean cnmﬂmign, and
he wan in the famous churge at Balasluva., Caol
Rawhnson, of the 3rd Dragoons, was Lie!'lt. Raw-
hinson’s great uncle. Majorg Rawlitgson of
Broughton Bank. who died about 18 months,
ago.as a result of the.South Afffean Whr, wag
alga in the 2nd Duke of Cornwglls, tlfe same
regiment as his nephaw. Ile served in that war
with distincfion, was mentioned In despatches,
and received the Queen’s medal*with five clasps.
Lieut. Rawliison wax a fine shot] a clever polo
player, and ‘n keen motorist. 1le endeared him-
self to rich and poor, by his kind and genial
naturr: and although mourned by 2 large circle
of friends, 'his full and splendad life lhere,
though cat short so #oon, will 1o donbt Le ah

Cinspiration and encouragement tp those he has
! left behind. oo



There was no body and as such his death is commemorated on the Menin
Gate Memorial - Panel 20, Ypres, Belgium.

Menin Gate, Ypres; Belgium

Locally his death is featured on the garden memorial in Grange Over Sands

MEMORIAL DEDICATED TO LOCAL MEN WHO DIED 1914 -18 WAR
GARDENS ; GRANGE OVER SANDS

awlinson. .Age Ay,
lCSWRIght Infantry. K. g g
n morated or.*Panel 20 of the Menin Gate Memorial. Ypi

ate Wm. Millers Rawlinson of Duddon Hall, Broughton-r -Fur,

Rawlinson) of Aynsome ' House. Gral v 3

Resett Rathbone (formerly




ST. PETER’S CHURCH,
FIELD BROUGHTON

Stained glass window dedicated by his mother
Rosette Ellen Rathborne
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Author: Maire Matthews



