
Richard Gibson Michaelson 

Regimental No 81586 

Born 12th May 1894- died 9th February  1919 

Richard Gibson Michaelson was born on 12th May 1894  at Yewbarrow, Hampsfell Road, 

Grange-over-Sands and baptised at Grange Parish Church on 14th June 1894.  His parents 

were Major George Herbert Michaelson and Sarah Mary Rachel Waller who had a civil 

ceremony in Ireland and were married at Lancaster St Mary’s on 28th Nov 1880.  At the time 

of their marriage Sarah lived in Templemore, Co Londonderry and George served in the 

Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers reaching the rank of Major.  In the following years he served in 

Hong Kong and Ireland where some of their children were born and was retired and living in 

Grange by the time of his death in Jan 1896 at the age of 46. 

Richard was the youngest of 5 children, 3 boys and 2 girls. He was only just over a year old 

when his father died so would not remember his father. The family continued to live at 

Yewbarrow in Grange and his mother remained there until her death in 1946. His oldest 

brother Charles Herbert Michaelson enrolled in the Royal Navy in 1899 and served as a  

Captain from Dec 1917 to Jan 1928. He doesn’t appear to have married and died at Gt 

Tower, Windermere in 1949. In the 1901 census Sarah Michaelson and the 4 younger 

children were living at Yewbarrow along with 3 servants. She was living on her own means – 

the Michaelson ancestors were a wealthy and  well documented family and at one time had 

owned Barrow Island and land in Lancaster. 

Richard’s 2 sisters married,  Blanche to Henry Eden Smith,  a well known Grange family,  in 

1902 and Beatrice Lilla to Everard Cooper in 1934.  

Richard emigrated to Canada possibly departing from Liverpool 13th Aug 1913 on the 

Victorian destined for Montreal. He was listed as a farmer aged 19 English. When war broke 

out he enlisted in the 12th Manitoba Dragoons and joined the 1st Canadian Overseas 

Expeditionary Force in Dec 1914. According to his Enlistment papers Richard was 5ft 81/2 

inches tall, and had a fair complexion, grey eyes and dark brown hair and a scar on his left 

calf. He arrived in Britain in early 1915 and  went to the front serving for 11 months seeing a 

great deal of heavy fighting. As he was skilled at rifle shooting he was employed for a while 

as a sniper. He was invalided home to England where he spent time in hospital before he 

obtained a commission in the Royal Flying Corps.  He trained at Ruffy- Baumann School of 

Flying in Acton on a Caudron Biplane gaining his certificate on 6th Sept 1917. However as a 

result of shell shock his heart failed at great heights  so he was assigned to give instruction 

in airplane machine guns, and served in France until the end 1918.  Sadly on returning to 

England he caught influenza and died of pneumonia on 9th Feb 1919 at Yewbarrow in 

Grange. He is buried alongside his father in Grange Cemetery. His brother Victor, a rubber 

planter, died a month later on 11th March 1919 and he is also mentioned on the gravestone 

in Grange Cemetery.  
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Cemetery Grange-over-Sands Richard Gibson Michaelson died 9th Feb 1919  

plot 154 

 

 

Richard Gibson Michaelson is  commemorated on the War memorial at 

Elkhorn, Manitoba Canada and the Grange War Memorial. 

      
 

  



 



 


