
 
 

Grange U3A Family and Social History 
Group Project on the Grange WW1 War Memorial 

 
 

 
 
 

A short biography in commemoration of  
James Haycock 1889- 1917 

 
 



A short biography in commemoration of  
James Haycock 1889- 1917 

 

James Haycock was born in 1889 at Warton, Carnforth, Lancashire 

to Thomas and Martha. 

James was the second son of three brothers, Richard (1887), 

James (1889) and Thomas (1899). There were two daughters 

Annie and Nora. 

Thomas was a bricklayer at the local iron works and both he and 

Martha came from Dudley in Worcestershire. 

 

Nothing is known of James’ early days until he enlisted in the 

Army other than in the 1911 Census where he was described as 

being “a grocers assistant” living at home. 

 

The World War 1 Service Medal and Awards Roll mentiones he was 

in the 413 Siege Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery. Although on his 

epitaph at Vlamertinghe Cemetery it states he was of the 352 

Siege Battery.  

 

 

 



The proposed inscription for James clearly shows the grief that his 

family felt about him. Many inscriptions reflect the devastation felt 

by relatives. Note that his initial burial reference changes to the 

final one, V. F. 3. 

 

It should be mentioned that siege batteries were not separate 

units, often being attached to Groups and Brigades. When he died 

he was in the 352 Siege Battery believed to be attached to the 2nd 

Canadian Heavy Artillery Group. This means it is often unlikely 

that there is a War Diary specific to the Battery. You would have to 

check the Brigade War Diary. 

 

 

 

The details on this form reveal the number of RGA personnel 

killed in action. The casualties amongst the gun crews was 

horrendous as unlike the infantry they could not move easily to 

another position in time to prevent being shelled themselves. 

Many were gassed or killed by shrapnel from exploding shells or 

mortars, etc. 

 



James was awarded the Victory and British medals. Having been 

killed on the 12th September 1917, he was buried at the 

Vlamertinghe New Military Cemetery in grave number V.F.3. 

James’s gravestone details are as follows: 

 

James Haycock 

Service Number 157772Royal Garrison Artillery 

352 Siege Battery 

Date of Death 12 September 1917 

His personal inscription reads; 

“Dearer to memory than wordcan tell from father, mother, 

brothers and sisters” 

Haycock, James 157772 352nd Siege Battery R.G.A. . 12th 

September1917 Age 28. Son of Thomas and Martha Haycock of 

15 Grange View, Carnforth, Lancashire. V.F.3 

 

Sources: 

Ancestry.co.uk 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

W/O 95/296 2nd Brigade Royal Garrison Artillery 1917 Feb- Nov 

1918. 
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