
ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS GROUP 

We had only one meeting before our extended summer break this year. In May, Ann Eakins 

made a presentation entitled “Unintended imports”, giving a brief history of how undesirable 

plants and insects arrived on these shores, and how they can be controlled. Many, like 

Phylloxera and Colorado beetle, were genuinely unintended, arriving unnoticed on plant 

material from North America. But others, like the highly invasive Rhododendron Ponticum 

and Himalayan Balsam, were actually introduced deliberately by 19 th-century naturalists. 

Many fungal diseases which have devastated our woodlands have their origin overseas, like 

Dutch elm disease (actually imported from Canada) and ash die-back. Government regulations 

on plant imports have been strengthened in recent years. Whether this will prevent further 

disease outbreaks remains to be seen. 

It's important to recognize that not all plant imports are bad, however. In our garden, for 

example, California lilacs, Japanese azaleas and Mediterranean rock roses coexist happily with 

native species – and it would be far less colourful without them. 

Topics scheduled for our autumn programme include geothermal energy, retrofitting insulation 

or “green” technology to older houses, and a comparison of hydrogen- and battery-powered 

vehicles. If any of this interests you, why not come along to one of our meetings? You can 

contact me by phone on 59365 or by email at johnpleakins@gmail.com. 

John Eakins 

 


