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The speakers will be volunteers from The Danny: Bob Cannell and Les Green. Both men grew up close to 
the Ship Canal and, at various points in their careers, worked in transportation involving the Canal and 

Manchester Docks, leaving them with a lifelong interest in this local maritime icon.

Thursday 16th June
1.45 for 2.00pm

Building the 
Manchester 
Ship Canal

Thursday 21st July
1.45 for 2.00pm

Northerners: a History from 
the Ice Ages to the 21st Century

Brian Groom

Forty Years Young! 
We’ve welcomed so many new members in the past two or three years that some 
of you might not be aware that while Frodsham u3a is ‘only’ 31 years old, this 

year the u3a itself celebrates 40 years of Living, Laughing and Learning. In 1982 

Eric Midwinter (left) and Michael Young (who also helped to found the Open 
University, the Consumers’ Association and Which? Magazine) adapted a French 

idea to set up a self-help organization for anyone not in full-time employment to 

share skills, experience and friendship. Today there are over 1,000 u3a groups in 
the UK, with over 450,000 members. 

We have already celebrated the anniversary by planting three trees in 

the u3a 40th Anniversary Woodland (December 2021 Newsletter) in the Brecon 
Beacons, but at our August 18th Social Meeting we’ll raise a cup of tea to the 

continuation of our thriving organization. See next month’s Newsletter for more 

information – as if the u3a doesn’t provide enough magic in our lives, we’ll also have a 
magician to entertain us! 
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Whether you come to our monthly meeting as a visitor
or you’re an old hand but have a question – see the
people with sashes, they will be delighted to help. Here
are (left to right) four of our ‘Welcomers’: Glenda and
Tony Boyd-Williams, Nora Parsley and Jenny Woodward.
There are more, please introduce yourself when you see
the sash!

Church Visiting Group
Friday July 1st

Church of St Mary the 
Virgin, Halton

Industrial History Group
Old Hydroelectric Power 

Station, Chester
Thursday June 3rd

Gardens & Countryside 
Group

Arley Hall
Friday July 8th

For information about ALL our Groups, please visit the web site. Just Google ‘Frodsham u3a’

Group visits open to all: contact Group Leader through the web site Groups page

How much do you remember about the Jubilee? Here are some 
questions from Quizmistress Chris – answers next month!

1. How old was the Queen at 
her Coronation?

2. What breed of 
dog is much loved 

by the Queen?

3. Which film won Best 
Picture Oscar in the 
year of the Coronation?

4. Which member of the 
Royal Family has won an 
Olympic Silver Medal?

5. Where are the 
Crown Jewels 

kept?

6. At which university did 
Prince William and Kate 

Middleton meet?

7. How many Prime Ministers have 
there been during the Queen’s reign 
including the present one?

8. In which year did the 
house of Windsor come 
into being? 

9. Who is the country’s 
second-longest reigning 
monarch, after Elizabeth II ?

10. What department store 
organised the official Platinum 
Jubilee Pudding competition?
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The Walking Group explored the heights of Helsby and Alvanley. A small, but 
select, group led by Shirley Barker saw, at different points, far-reaching views 
to Wales, up to the Wirral, and then eastward towards Frodsham and Runcorn 

beyond. They passed Austerson 
Old Hall – 17th century, maybe 
older, and was moved from near 
Nantwich in the 1980s), through the paddocks and 
gallops of Alvanley Hall, and an encounter with a very 
sulky horse, a lady trapped in a tree, and meadows 
filled with wild flowers. 

 

This month’s Coach 
Trip was to the Dorothy 
Clive Garden in 
Shropshire: five 

glorious acres 
based around an 
old quarry. The 
Head Gardener, 
Zdeněk Valkoun, gave us a 
guided tour, then we took 
directions from the sign on the 
photo and headed for lunch. 

Afterwards there was plenty of time to compare their 
splendid garden with our own! 

 

Gardens & Countryside Group
admired the Rhododendrons at 
Tirley Garth’s Open Gardens 
Afternoon

Art & Artists and History Groups admired the vellum 
roll showing Henry VIII jousting to celebrate his first, 

soon to be dead, son. We were at The Tudors 
exhibition, Walker Gallery, Liverpool. We also admired 

the Molyneux Globe – it could be the very globe that 
inspired Shakespeare to name his theatre!

Group News
≈

Please see page two for Group outings to which you 
are all invited
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Outings and Events
PLEASE NOTE. Minimum numbers are needed for many group visits or trips. Signing up for a trip
or visit is a commitment, we rely on your support to make our trips viable and to keep costs
down for all our members.
Pay by cheque made out to Frodsham u3a. Cash will ONLY be accepted if in a sealed envelope with 

name, details of trip and amount of money enclosed, clearly written on the outside.

Friday 8th July, 7.30pm, Castle Park Arts Centre. 
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland. £10.00. Sign up 
at monthly meeting or email Elaine at 
priskem@icloud.com

Saturday 9th July, 3.30pm, Frodsham Community Centre. Who is
Silvia? Frodsham Choral Society. This is a FREE event but the Choral
Society would like you to reserve a seat so they know numbers. Text
Tilly Patel on 07902 580075, or if you’d like a ticket through
Eventbrite, and (if possible) a seat saved for you, contact Elaine on
priskem@icloud.com

Wednesday August 3rd, Jaqueline Iddon Garden,
Ormskirk. Coach leaves FCC 10.00am. Afternoon tea-
style lunch on arrival, then a talk and demonstration
by Jaqueline and a tour of the garden – it includes a
Victorian fern house and a walled garden, plus an
opportunity to buy plants. Please note this trip MUST
have minimum of 15 people. £36 including transport,
driver tip, entrance, demonstration and lunch.

Wednesday 6th July 9.00am FCC
Blists Hill Open-Air Victorian Town, 
near Telford, and a stop at 
Ironbridge Gorge. 
TWO SEATS AVAILABLE, £37.50

Wednesday Nov. 9th 2.30pm
Liverpool Empire
Agatha Christie’s
The Mousetrap 

Celebrate the longest day, 21st June! Everybody welcome. Come and 
join us on an Evening Walk. Easy, 2¼ mile circular walk from the Leigh 
Arms (Acton Bridge). Walking starts at 7.30pm. Led by Anita. Sign up at 
June meeting or contact Anita.


