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Welcome… 
 

…to the June 2022 Newsletter.  With no more 
legal restrictions placed on our movements, 
many of us are looking forward to a much 
deserved summer break.  It is up to us whether 
we dive into crowds or enjoy life in calmer 
environments. 

Following Covid, there have been many changes 
to our lives.  The Newsletter is now reaching you via a different route, see 
page 13.  The Committee have worked hard to adjust to the ‘new normal’ and 
are always looking for a better fit, based on members’ feedback, see page 4.  
We are holding our AGM in June and it would be great if as many members 
as possible could attend in order to achieve the quorum, which is 10% of our 
membership.  Please give the Committee your full support. 

To keep the ‘little grey cells’ active, you will find a competition on page 14 
and a quiz on page 24 of this issue. 

Thank you for your contributions and photos, they showcase the wide 
variety of activities on offer by Evesham u3a.  Please note your diaries with 
the deadline for the September issue, which is on Sunday 24 July 2022.  
Happy reading! 

Bärbel Wolstencroft 

 
Photos on the title page: ‘Daffodils in Bloom’, ‘Borders and Arches’ and ‘Wide lawned Avenue’ 
at Conderton Manor by Chas Bryer, Gardens & Country 
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From the Chair 
 

Hello to all our members! 

 

We have had a few glimpses of summer recently and 
there is nothing like a few rays of sunshine to out a 
smile on people’s faces. 

 

Life has moved on apace since our last newsletter and 
one of those changes is a resumption of our monthly 

meetings.  We have been holding them at the Methodist Church, as it is 
easier to maintain Covid precautions.  Our tech team have also worked hard 
to ensure the meeting is available virtually, via Zoom, for those who can’t, or 
prefer not to, attend in person.  If we are to continue to operate hybrid 
meetings, we will need to make a small investment in some equipment and 
prolong the Zoom subscription.  However, we may be poised at the point 
where we can return to in person meetings only and we would be pleased 
to hear your views.  Are you happy with the new venue, especially as we can 
start serving refreshments now?  Would you like to have the option of a 
Zoom meeting for a little longer?  Is there any particular reason why you have 
not attended monthly meetings since their resumption?  Please let a 
committee member know how you feel, as we value your opinions. 

 

The June meeting will be preceded by the AGM.  You will be able to vote or 
submit questions prior to the meeting by email.  Procedures will also be in 
place enabling you to vote in person or via Zoom.  It is our hope that the 
AGM will be concluded fairly quickly so that we can all listen to our June 
speaker.  You should have received papers for the AGM and details of the 
talk by the time the newsletter reaches your inboxes or letterboxes! 

 

Best wishes 

Deborah 
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An update from the Groups Coordinator 
 

The number of groups in our u3a continues 
to grow and very few now remain dormant 
following what we hope has been the worst 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.  We are hoping 
that all groups will have started meeting face 
to face again, at least in part, by the time we 
get to the summer. 

 

Although some groups have encountered very few issues in re-starting, a 
small team of our Committee members are in the process of working with 
those groups that need a little help.  We are also reviewing all the documents 
on our website that are for group leaders and contacts to use, to hopefully 
provide a really short but useful group support pack holding all information 
in one place.  Once we have done this, we aim to hold a few coffee mornings 
or afternoons to introduce the new documents but, more importantly, to 
meet with group leaders and contacts in an informal setting to just listen 
and try to help address any issues that groups have, if we can. 

 

We are always looking for new group leaders or contacts, so if you are 
interested in helping a group in this way please do come forward.  In 
particular, we are currently looking for new group leaders or contacts for a 
combined Putting the World to Rights / Current Affairs Group, the Scrabble 
and Upwords Group and, most importantly, our Day Trip Outings group. 

 

Sue Beneke has, as most of you will know, led the Day Trip Outings group 
very ably for a good few years.  She has arranged many coach outings to a 
variety of places far and wide.  Sue has, however, decided that it is time for 
her to let go of the reins and, going forward, we are looking for someone, or 
a group of people, to organise these very popular Day Trip Outings for our 
u3a members.  There are two Outings in the diary for June and July so it 
would be helpful if someone or a group of people would step up to help 
organise these.  Please contact me as soon as possible if you feel able to 
help in any way. 
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Finally, some members have indicated that they would be interested in 
starting new groups in the following subjects if there were enough members: 

 Craft - varied 

 Knitting & Crochet 

 French / Spanish or Italian Beginners 

 Baking 

 Cycling for softies - covering shorter distances than our existing 
group and possibly using electric bikes 

So please let me know if you are interested in joining or helping lead any of 
these groups so that we can make a decision on whether they would be 
viable.  Thank you. 

Alison Williams 

 

And here is a big THANK YOU to Sue… 
 

...for organising and leading over 80 u3a Day 
Trip Outings since 2011 and thereby enabling 
friendships to grow and new discoveries to 
be made by many of our members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Image from www.pinterest.com, 2022 
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Monthly Meetings 
 

We managed to start our monthly meetings in a hybrid 
form in March.  There are still some technical issues to 
sort out, but I think it is proving very valuable for those 
who are more comfortable accessing the talks from 
the comfort of their own homes.  My thanks again to 
the 'Tech Team' who have been unstinting with their 
time and commitment to what is quite an undertaking, 
to put it mildly! 

 

We plan to review things in July and see whether or not it is feasible to 
continue with monthly meetings in this way; my hope is that gradually 
people will feel more confident about joining us at the Methodist Church in 
person.  It is now OK for us to serve refreshments after the talk is finished, 
so maybe that will be an incentive to come out and chat to people you may 
not have seen for quite a while! 

 

Here is the programme for the rest of this year: 

 

1 June 2022 – Our AGM will precede this month’s talk 

 

Philip Duckworth - A Career in Antique Furniture 

I worked for over 30 years, split equally between the auction houses Phillips 
and Christie's.  I went through what was, at the time, a standard training 
programme, starting at the bottom, before joining the furniture department 
and working up from there.  The talk I give is a story of that journey using old 
photographs where possible.  That is followed by my development as an 
auctioneer and details of some of the activities, such as house sales, in 
which, as a director, I took part.  It is very much a personal story and not 
merely details of famous names and houses. 
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6 July 2022 

Singing for Pleasure Group  

We are going to be entertained by the group with a selection from their 
repertoire.  More details of the programme will be on the website nearer the 
time. 

 

3rd August 2022 

Richard Summers - The Story of a Railway Line 

The Gloucestershire Warwickshire Railway is a volunteer-operated heritage 
railway in Gloucestershire and Worcestershire offering a round trip of 28 
miles.  It uses part of the route of the former Great Western Railway's main 
line from Birmingham to Cheltenham which used to run via Stratford-upon-
Avon.  It now operates steam and heritage diesel trains between 
Cheltenham Racecourse and Broadway through some of the most 
spectacular scenery in the Cotswolds.  The line commands wonderful views 
of the nearby hamlets and villages, with outstanding outlooks across to the 
Malvern Hills and beyond.  The talk by Richard Summers, who has been a 
working volunteer on the railway for 23 years, will cover the history of the 
line from its construction by the Great Western Railway through its BR days 
and its latest reincarnation as a popular tourist heritage railway. 

 

7 September 2022 

Peter Gill - Butch and Sundance - Heroes or Villains? 

In 1969 Paul Newman and Robert Redford immortalised two of America’s 
most notorious bank and train robbers of all time in George Roy Hill’s 
cinematic spectacle.  Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid were 
represented as two affable and likeable Robin Hood style outlaws, but how 
accurate a reflection was this? 

 

5 October 2022 

Dr Stuart D Lee - Reader in the English Faculty at Oxford University 
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Dr Lee is an expert on Tolkien, Anglo-Saxon studies and First War poetry.  He 
has broadcast on Radio 4, BBC and Channel 4 and has published many 
books.  More details of his talk will be on the website nearer the date. 

 

2 November 2022 

Meeting replaced, as usual, by Open Day. Venue to be confirmed. 

 

7 December 2022 

Showcase for Groups 

More details of this nearer the time. 

 

I hope you will find something to interest you and look forward to welcoming 
you back at some point. 

https://u3asites.org.uk/evesham/events                                           Nicky Neill 

 

Website Team 
 

The website team of Alison Williams, John Scotland, 
Frances Kilburn and Ally Edwards has been working 
hard to improve how search engines discover our 
u3a website.  For example: 

 

1. Helping the committee and group leaders to 
organise information about u3a.  Helping them to 
tell a story, interpreting this ‘content’ to match 

what we think will be the intent of the people who want to find a positive 
retirement in Evesham and District.  This ‘content’ is one of Google's main 
ranking factors. 
 
2. Improving the technical structure to optimise factors on our website that 
help search engines understand our ‘content’ in context.  This includes 
information that we must write about any image we upload to illustrate our 
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website, for people who use screen-reading technology to access the 
Internet. 
 

Unfortunately, the one element of our website which did not meet these 
accessibility rules for people with sight disabilities is the ‘Pigeon’ provided 
by the national Site Builder support.  Therefore, we are pleased to have 
replaced this with the universal Internet sign to ‘contact us’ which is an 
envelope.  As this envelope is correctly programmed for screen readers and 
for Google to interpret, this improves the experience of our website for 
people using accessibility devices.  It also continues to convince Google 
that we are an organisation that knows how to present ourselves in an 
inclusive manner on the Internet. 

 

Why an envelope? 

 

It is called a Skeuomorph - meaning it is an element of a graphical user 
interface on our computer screens that mimics a physical object.  When we 
first started using icons as a part of such interfaces, almost all of us were 
using the post.  The letter symbol became ‘iconic’ - and if now you wanted 
to design something that means ‘contact us’ could you come up with 
anything more recognisable? 

 

In case you think this is odd - Skeuomorphs are everywhere.  Your mobile 
phone has a symbol for making a phone call which is an old-fashioned 
telephone.  When you take a photo on your phone or digital camera there is 
an audible camera ‘click’ even though it has no shutter.  And of course you 
search for things using a magnifying glass icon! 

Ally Edwards 

                  From pigeon                                                    to envelope 
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Cotswold Link 
 

The local u3a is at the heart of our movement but networks are the veins 
and arteries which widen our vision, bring new ideas and provide invaluable 
support.  Networks are an important part of the organisation – vital for 
communication and support.  Our network enables us to do together what 
member u3as might find difficult to do individually, by collaborating to 
organise events and activities, such as study days. 

 

Wednesday 6 July 2022 – Study Day 
 

A Cotswold Link Special Interest Day is scheduled to be held at The 
Pavilion in Cheltenham on Wednesday 6 July 2022.  There will be four talks 
on the theme of Mitigating Climate Change and Environmental Impacts. 

 

This Special Interest Day is open to members of all the u3as affiliated to the 
Cotswold Link network.  The wide range of topics connected to climate 
change will include what we can do as individuals.  Our talks will be: 

 

Tackling Climate – What Role can we play?  by Dr Richard Swannell 

Climatic Effects on Trees & the Effects of Trees on Climate by Jeremy 
Evans and Jane Craven 

Nuclear in a Net Zero World by Vicki Dingwall 

Improving Energy Efficiency in the Home by Paul Sheridan. 

 

To book your tickets, please click the Special Interest Day link in the sidebar 
at https://u3asites.org.uk/cotswold-link/events and download the flier, 
which includes a booking form with full details.  The cost is £20 and includes 
attendance, car parking, coffee/tea on arrival and lunch.  The deadline is 21 
June 2022.  Applications are on a first come, first booked basis. 
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Wednesday 26 October 2022 – Workshop 
 

Gloucester u3a is hosting a Robot Constructors National Challenge which 
will be held at Churchdown Community Centre from 11.00 am to 5.00 pm.  
We are calling for u3a members with an interest in autonomous devices to 
come along, perhaps with a robot, if they wish to discuss their efforts with 
colleagues.  This will be in parallel with the main competition that will include 
six events.  Full details at https://u3asites.org.uk/cotswold-link/events from 
the Robot Challenge link in the side-bar or contact 
40annrobot@u3agloucester.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Image from www.seattlebusinessmag.com, 2022 

 

Cheltenham Genetic Genealogy Group 
 

Have you taken a DNA test for family history purposes but are struggling to 
make sense of the results?  The Cheltenham Genetic Genealogy Group is 
happy to offer its services to anyone who would either like advice and 
assistance with interpreting their DNA results or would like the group 
members to investigate an individual family history mystery, such as an 
unknown parent or grandparent, using DNA results. 

The Group meets about every two months; attendance by members outside 
Cheltenham could be either in person or on line.  Enquiries in the first 
instance to the group leader Lawrence Pearse via the website 
https://u3asites.org.uk/cotswold-link/events  
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Newsletter Distribution by John Halford 
 

Since Covid prevented us from mixing, your Newsletter has been delivered 
by Royal Mail through your letterboxes every three months, provided you 
had previously opted to receive a hard copy. 

Pre-Covid, we used to collect our copies at the 
monthly meetings – they had previously 
been picked up from the printers, placed 
into envelopes, labelled with your 
address, sorted into neighbourhood 
rounds and alphabetically placed into 
boxes.  The remaining copies of each 
round were picked up by volunteer 
distributors who delivered it to your 
home.  A well thought-out system, 
managed and co-ordinated by John Halford 
and his merry band of helpers. 

John has decided to retire from the Newsletter Distribution.  We would like 
to say a big THANK YOU and wish him well. 
Image from www.camelfordleisurecentre.co.uk, 2022 

 

Day Trip Outings 
 

As you will have read on page 5, Sue Beneke, who has organised and led the 
Day Trip Outings for many years, would like to hand over the reins.  There 
are two Outings in the diary for June and July and it would be great if fresh 
volunteers would step up to the challenge.  The Outings Group is by far the 
largest in our u3a and it is important to continue the companionship and 
exploration of new places, which has brought so much pleasure to so many. 

 

Wednesday 29 June 2022 – Chatsworth 

Wednesday 27 July 2022 - Little Moreton Hall near Congleton, Cheshire 
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A Competition Challenge 
 

Many unexpected and surprising skills and talents can be found in Evesham 
u3a.  Bob Woodroofe, who is a member of the Poetry and Natural History 
groups, has just published his latest poetry collection ‘Plum Lines – Poetry 
from the Vale of Evesham and beyond’.  This volume contains poems 

about nature and the seasons, family, the 
pandemic, myth, legend and more. 

 

Bob is combining his interests by 
challenging our readers to study the 
verses below and ‘spot the Moths’.  To 
take part in the competition, please send 
your entries with the answers to Bob 
direct.  The first correct answer he 
receives will win a copy of his new book 
as prize.  Get in touch with Bob via email 
bob.woodroofe@outlook.com  or 
phone 01386 446477 or write to him at 
38, Birch Avenue, Evesham, Worcs. WR11 
1YJ. 

 

If you are not lucky enough to win the competition, you can also purchase a 
copy of ‘Plum Lines’.  For more information and to order a copy, have a 
browse on Bob’s website. www.greenwoodpress.co.uk or contact him direct 
as above.  So here is a sample from ‘Plum Lines’ and the competition 
question is: 

 

How many Moths are included in the verses below? 

 

I was confused, uncertain, but always suspected 

the old lady, mother shipton, with her hooked snout. 

A non-conformist, bit of a gypsy, some say a sorcerer. 
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Her death’s head rearing upward like the phoenix. 

 

She who lives on the marsh, down by the rivulet, 

under the dark arches of chestnut and sycamore. 

With the bleating goat, the kitten under the alder, 

ear always cocked, listens for the beat of a mouse’s heart. 

 

Her grey feline ghost constantly sweeps with her broom, 

mumbles in a tongue like Latin, under a crescent moon. 

The fox’s brown tail in the fern, leads the forester 

round and around in figures of eight or eighty. 

 

New Groups 
 

Creative Writing starts Tuesday 7 June 2022 

 

Local writer and u3a member Sue Johnson is keen to start a Creative Writing 
Group.  Sue is published as a poet, short story writer and novelist.  She is a 
‘Writing Magazine’ Creative Writing Tutor. 

 

Sue is planning to run her workshops on the first Tuesday of the month from 
2.00 - 3.30 p.m. in the JellyPickleJam Café, Vine Mews, Evesham.  There will 
be no charge for the workshops but you will need to buy your own tea or 
coffee.  No previous writing experience is necessary - just come along and 
have fun.  Please bring a notebook and pen. 

 

For further information and to book a place, please contact Sue on 01386 
446477 or email sue.r.johnson@outlook.com  Further information about 
Sue's work can be found at www.writers-toolkit.co.uk 
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Archaeology & Heritage 
 

The group had its inaugural meeting on 14 
April.  There were only five of us, but it 
was a very productive meeting with 
ideas coming from everyone present.  
Not to be daunted by the small number 
of members, we will pursue a programme 
of outdoor archaeological visits where 
we can and resort to indoor meetings in 

the winter months.  While we sat outside a popular Evesham café in Bridge 
Street, we observed the medieval archaeology around us and discussed the 
influences of the Battle of Evesham and the Civil War on the area. 

 

By the time you read this article we hope to have undertaken our first field 
visit - close to home, within the precincts of Evesham Abbey, looking for the 
finer archaeological remains including medieval graffiti.  Look out for the 
report in the next newsletter. 

 

If you are interested in joining the group, please send me an email via the 
group webpage. https://u3asites.org.uk/evesham/page/118671  

Chris Wolstencroft, Vice-Chair 

 

Group News 
 

 Bridge for Fun 
 

The Bridge for Fun Group are looking for new 
members to join them.  All levels of players are 
welcome for an afternoon of Bridge, either 
Duplicate, if there are enough players, or 
Chicago. 
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Although we do not have the facility to teach absolute beginners, we can 
help those who are still learning.  We have recently started meeting every 
Friday, instead of twice a month.  Do come along and join us at Hampton 
Guide and Scout Hall at 2.00 pm.  The cost is £2.00.  If you would like to 
come along, just drop in or contact me by phone or email from the Bridge 
for Fun webpage https://u3asites.org.uk/evesham/page/30522  

Liz Rodway 

 

 Architecture 

 

Architecture has restarted - so far 
as an outdoor group, going on trips 
for each meeting.  We have had two 
trips to Malvern Priory and 
Worcester Cathedral and have 
booked a tour of Evesham Abbey 
grounds with a talk about plans for 
the future.  This tour will take place 
before this newsletter comes out. 

We have yet to choose a venue for indoor meetings, and I have a number of 
DVDs we can watch.  These include Charles Rennie Mackintosh, The Shard, 
and Dan Cruickshank’s Warsaw. 

We meet on the first Monday morning of each month.  We currently have 
eight members and would welcome more, at any level of knowledge about 
architecture.  We are not experts, but there are plenty of resources available, 
so we can find material to present and discuss. 

If you have an interest in architecture, whether recently sparked or of long 
standing, please get in touch. 

Image from www.swedishnomad.com, 2022                                       Caroline Bagshaw 
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Group Timetable 
To join any group you must be a member of u3a 

 First Week Second Week Third Week 
Mon am Architecture 

Welsh for Beginners 
Natural History 
 

Art Appreciation 
Questions of Belief & 
Doubt (term time) 
Welsh for Beginners 

Welsh for Beginners 
 

Mon pm Badminton 1 
Mah-jongg 
Concert Band 
Shakespeare – Zoom 
Singing for Pleasure 

Badminton 1 
Concert Band 
Rummikub 
Travellers’ Tales 

Badminton 1 
Concert Band 
Mah-jongg 
Shakespeare – live 
Singing for Pleasure 

Tue am Cycling for Pleasure 
Latin 
Spanish Improvers 
Urban Sketchers 
Walks over 4 m 

Golf for Fun 
Listening to Music 2 
Paper craft 
Social Saunters 
Village Strolls 1 

Bookends 
Spanish Improvers 
Urban Sketchers 
Walks over 4 m 
Photography 2 

Tue pm Local History 
Creative Writing 
 

Exploring Language 
Jam Session 
Patchwork & Quilting 1 
Pétanque 

Archaeology & 
Heritage 

Wed am Skittles 1, Tai Chi 1 & 2 
Table Tennis 

French Conversation 
Painting for Pleasure 
Skittles 2 

Skittles 1, Tai Chi 1 & 2 
Table Tennis 

Wed pm Monthly Meeting 2 pm 
Yoga 3 (term time) 

Gardens and Country 
Yoga 3 (term time) 

Philosophy 
Yoga 3 (term time) 
 

Thu am Media 
Yoga 1 & 2 (term time) 

Aspects of Modern 
History 
German 
Short Mat Bowls 1 
Walks under 4 miles 1 
Yoga 1 & 2 (term time) 

Media 
Yoga 1 & 2 (term time) 

Thu pm Croquet 
Modern Greek 1 
 

China: The Country 
Latin Beginners 
Modern Greek 1 
Needlecraft 
Short Mat Bowls 2 
 

Croquet 
Modern Greek 1 
 

Fri am Classic Cinema 
Country Dancing 

Computers & Digital 
Italian Post-Beginners 
Military History 
Play Reading 

Book Friends 
Classic Cinema 
Country Dancing 

Fri pm Badminton 2 
Bridge for Fun 
Family Research 

Badminton 2 
Board Games 
Bridge for Fun 

Badminton 2 
Bridge for Fun 
Family Research 
 

Sun am Brunch Bunch  Brunch Bunch 
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Group Timetable 
To join any group you must be a member of u3a 

Fourth Week Final Week Ad - Hoc  
Village Ambles with 
Camera / Questions of 
Belief & Doubt 
Welsh for Beginners  

Welsh for Beginners  

Day Trip Outings 

 
Local Amateur 
Theatre (viewing) – 
Betty Ballard 

 

Patchwork and 
Quilting 2 alternate 
Wednesdays – Linda 
Dunbar 

 

Concert Group – 
David Daniels 

 

Website Editors – 
meet as required – 
Alun Edwards 

 
To contact group 
leaders by email 
from the group’s 
webpage, click on 
the envelope and 
a page will come 
up to write your 
message. 
 

 

Mon am 

Badminton 1 
Concert Band 
Rummikub 
 
 

Badminton 1 
Concert Band 

Mon pm 

Golf for Fun 
Paper craft 
Photography 1 
Village Strolls 2 
 

 Tue am 

Jam Session 
Patchwork & Quilting 1 
Pétanque 
Quiz Group 

 Tue pm 

French Conversation 
Painting for Pleasure 
Skittles 2 

 Wed am 

Yoga 3 (term time) Poetry 
Scrabble & Upwords 
Yoga 3 (term time) 

Wed pm 

Aspects of Modern 
History 
German 
Short Mat Bowls 1 
Walks under 4 miles 2 
Yoga 1 & 2 (term time) 

Yoga 1 & 2 (term time) Thu am 

Book Club 
German advanced 
Modern Greek 1 
Needlecraft 
Short Mat Bowls 2 
Wine Tasting 

Current Affairs cum 
Putting the World to 
Rights – every 2 weeks 
Modern Greek 1 
 

Thu pm 

Bird Watching 
Computers & Digital 
Italian Post-Beginners 
 

Science & Engineering Fri am 

Badminton 2 
Board Games 
Bridge for Fun 
 

Badminton 2 
Bridge for Fun 
 

Fri pm 

  Sun am 
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 Book Club 
 

We have enjoyed meeting in person again for the last few months.  At our 
February meeting we discussed the book ‘Where the Crawdads Sing’ by 
Delia Owens. 

The book tells the story of Kya, a small girl who 
is left to fend for herself in the marshlands of 
1950s America after her poor white parents 
both abandon her.  She survives, and lives 
hand to mouth, looked down on by most 
locals but with one or two sympathetic 
friends.  She is put on trial for the murder of a 
man who had mistreated her. 

 

We all enjoyed the story and thought it well 
written, but some of us thought it 
implausible.  It raised questions of 
prejudice and racial division, and provoked 

an interesting discussion. 
Image from www.wikipedia.org, 2022 

 

In March, our meeting was one of two each year where we all recommend a 
book we have enjoyed to the group.  Some of these ‘personal choices’ were: 

Full Moon by P G Wodehouse - one of the Blandings novels, light-hearted 
and amusing. 

The Tattooist of Auschwitz by Heather Morris - a true story of the 
holocaust, human and unforgettable. 

Remember by Lisa Genova - a non–fiction work, which sheds light on how 
the human memory works. 

The Gift of Rain by Tan Twan Eng.  The debut novel of an author we have 
read previously.  Set during the Japanese occupation of Malaya, it is well told 
with beautiful descriptions. 

A Short History of the World According to Sheep by Sally Coulthard.  This 
is a social history of human development in connection with sheep. 
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Hamnet by Maggie O’Farrell.  A fictional account of the loss of Shakespeare’s 
son, aged 11, and how it affected the family. 

The Appeal by Janice Hallett.  A murder mystery, unusual in that it is told 
through emails sent between the people involved. 

The Salt Path by Raynor Winn.  A true story of the author and her husband 
who, after becoming homeless, decide to walk the South West Coast Path, 
camping in all weathers, despite his ill health. 

 

We meet at 2.00 pm on the 4th Thursday of the month at the Hampton Scout 
and Guide HQ and we have a vacancy for a new member. 

Jean Welton 

 

 Singing for Pleasure 

 

We started up again last October and had some fun 
getting ourselves and the music together!  There 
are now 20 members.  At the beginning of the 
year, when I knew that we were going to be 
performing at the July monthly meeting, I 
selected some pieces that would showcase the 
kind of music we sing.  We have had a bit of a 

roller-coaster of a ride since January, with 
absences due to Covid, heavy colds and more, but, 

hopefully, we are getting over that now and are looking 
forward to singing for you on 6 July. 

 

We have an accompanist, but it would be good if we could find a second 
volunteer to share this task.  We would also very much welcome some male 
singers! 

 

I hope to contact the people on the waiting list before the winter sessions 
start.  See you all on the 6 July! 

Image from www.musicalgiftsonline.co.uk , 2022                                       Catherine Cox 
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 Natural History 
 

We were unable to visit Trench 
Wood in March as planned 
because of conditions underfoot, 
so with safety in mind, we made a 
last minute diversion to Avon 
Meadows at Pershore where we 
walked beside the river and 
explored the reed beds and 
boardwalks at this local nature 
reserve.  Although early in the year, 
there were signs of spring with 
plants such as Cleavers and Cow Parsley coming into leaf and Cetti's 
Warblers in full voice. 

 

The weather for our visit to the John 
Bennett Wetland Reserve was not as kind 
as it might have been, but those able to 
attend still had an enjoyable morning.  This 
private nature reserve is close to the 
Nafford Lock on the River Avon.  The cool 
and cloudy conditions meant there were 

no butterflies.  However, we observed birds from the hide and saw flowers 
such as White Deadnettle and Lady's Smock.  
Photos: John Bennett Reserve by Francis Mulgrave, Mute Swan by Bob Woodroofe 

 

 Birdwatching 
 

Our first event of 2022 was a morning visit to the Warwickshire Wildlife Trust 
Reserve of Brandon Marsh near Coventry, followed by the afternoon spent 
at Draycote Water Reservoir.  The highlight for some of us was the sighting 
of two Great Northern Divers at Draycote, birds usually seen at sea.  We also 
spotted many other species, such as Little Grebes and Goldeneyes. 
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In February, we headed to the Wildfowl 
and Wetlands Trust's Slimbridge 
reserve, famed for its large numbers of 
overwintering wildfowl.  We enjoyed a 
bumper day with 63 species seen, 

including seven different species of 
goose, which unusually included 
three Snow Geese as well as ducks 
such as Pintail.  We also observed 
Cranes and many wading birds. 

 

Future meetings will 
include visits to Rutland 
Water and the Newport 
Wetlands, as well as sites 
nearer to home.  

 
Photos: Birdwatching at Draycote and Brandon Marsh by John Boon, Pintail (left) by Steve 
Cockbill, Goldeneye by Pam Riggs 

 

 Quiz 
 

The group continues to meet on the 4th Tuesday 
afternoon at Wallace House, with quizzes set by group 
members on topics wide and varied.  Teams change 
each week with those in the winning team getting the 
prize of a tube of Smarties for the smarties!  As you 
can tell, it's quite light hearted - so why not join us!  
Just contact John Boon. 
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Here is a small selection of recent questions – see page 33 for the answers: 

 

1. The Bay of Plenty is a region of which country? 

 

2. Mark Williams is currently playing Father Brown on daytime TV, but 
on whose books is the series based? 

 

3. ‘Build it and they will come’ is a quote from which film? 

 

4. Who created the Angel of the North? 

 

5. Who is the only woman to have served as leader of the Liberal 
Democrats? 

 

Natural History, Birdwatching and Quiz by John Boon 

Membership Secretary 

 

 Military History 
 

Since starting, we have met to discuss Military History interests including: 

 

 the Battle of the Atlantic, the longest continuous military campaign 
in the Second World War; 

 the Zimmerman telegram that secretly proposed a military alliance 
between Germany and Mexico in 1917;  

 iconic imagery from the Vietnam War 1962-1975;  
 the Battle of the Denmark Strait, 1941, focussing upon the loss of the 

Hood.  
 

Future meetings: 
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 Friday 10 June 11.00 a.m. on Zoom: a talk by author and broadcaster 
Dr Stephen Bull on his forthcoming book about The Battle of the 
Somme, Crecy Publishing, 2023, including ‘who won?’ and what do 
'casualty' figures really mean?  

 Friday 8 July a.m., our first field trip: a guided tour of the site of the 
Battle of Edgehill 1642 with historian Dr Stephen Barker, who wrote 
the interpretive boards around the site.  To be followed by lunch at 
the Castle Inn, Edgehill.  

 

Please visit our webpage https://u3asites.org.uk/evesham/page/117410  

Ally Edwards 
 

 Travellers’ Tales 
 

I would like to thank all our winter programme 
speakers for giving up their time to inform 
and entertain us – Sophie Dodds on her 
emotional journey from the East of pre 
WW2 Germany, now Poland, Jeff Berliner 
with his amusing tales from journalism, and 
Jeff Steady for his wonderful photographs 
from around the world.  I also shared my 
experiences travelling in the Far East, 
Australia and Papua New Guinea. 

 

During the summer months, the group 
visits local places of interest.  Details 
of meetings can be found on the 
group's web page. 

John Boon 
 

Photos: Singapore Merlion by Jeff Steady; Michaelmas Quay, Australia by John Boon 
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 Board Games 

Do you remember the days when families got together around a table to 
play board games?  That is what the u3a Board Game Group is about.  The 
types of game we include have developed since the 1960s and are 
sometimes called Eurogames.  They became particularly popular in 
Germany, which publishes more of these board games than any other 
country, and now the phenomenon has spread to other European countries. 

 

Eurogames differ from abstract strategy games like chess by using themes 
tied to specific places.  They emphasise individual development and 
comparative achievement.  They focus on varied interactions between 
those around the table, and incorporate elements of trade, negotiation and 
resource management.  There is also a range of cooperative games, some of 
which like ‘Desert’ and ‘Pandemic’ are quite ingenious.  In 1995 ‘The Settlers 
of Catan’, paved the way for growth across Europe and beyond.  It became 
much more popular than any of its predecessors.  Other popular games 
include Carcassonne, Puerto Rico, and Ticket to Ride. 

 

Many of these games have the following characteristics: 

 Typically, they involve more than 2 players. 
 The emphasis is on player decisions. 
 Rules are usually simple and straightforward. 
 Playing times are relatively short, 30 to 90minutes. 
 Many of the games we play are beautifully designed with high-

quality components and a high degree of visual interest. 
 A variety of point systems are used. 
 A certain amount of socialising can be expected during game play. 
 Players may compete for limited resources or the best action, but 

are almost never eliminated from the game. 
 

Board game cafés have become a slightly geeky trend.  They have shelves 
lined with board games, ready to be played by their customers.  Experts are 
on hand to advise on game selection and rules, that encourage players to 
hang out all afternoon, discovering weird and wonderful games.  In a way, our 
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u3a group is like a board game café.  So, please come along and enjoy this 
fun, social and mind-expanding antidote to the increasingly digitalised, 
anonymous, automated age we live in.  

Mike Bagshaw 

 

 Yoga 3 

 

 

     Unwind 
 

 

 

     Relax 
 

 

 

     Revive 

 

 
Photos by B Wolstencroft 
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 Classic Cinema 
 

We would love to welcome new members to Classic Cinema, meeting in the 
basement of Evesham Methodist Church every 1st and 4th Friday at 10.00 am. 

 

Next Showings 

Friday 3 June Psycho, US Alfred Hitchcock 
1963, 1h 49m 

Marion Crane (Janet Leigh) is caught in a 
storm, she gets off the main highway and pulls 
into The Bates Motel.  The motel is managed 
by a quiet young man called Norman (Anthony 
Perkins) who seems to be dominated by his 
mother. 

Friday 17 June Mutiny on the Bounty, US Frank 
Lloyd 1935, 2h 12m 

When the crew of the HMS Bounty finally tire 
of their captain’s abuse, Fletcher Christian 
(Clark Gable) leads a mutiny.  Captain William 
Bligh (Charles Laughton) is intent on revenge. 

Image from www.pinterest.com , 2022 

Friday 1 July Play It Again Sam, US Woody Allen 1972, 1h 25m 

With the encouragement of his two married friends, played by Diane Keaton 
and Tony Roberts, Woody Allen’s Allan Felix tries dating again, with less than 
satisfactory results.  His hero ‘persona’ shows up as an apparition to also 
give Felix advice - it’s the tough guy played by Humphrey Bogart in many of 
his films! 

Friday 15 July The Amazing Mr Blunden, UK Lionel Jeffries 1972 1h 39m 

In 1918, a war widow, played by Dorothy Alison, and her children are reduced 
to living in a squalid flat.  A mysterious old man, Mr Blunden (Laurence 
Naismith), visits the family just before Christmas and makes her an offer she 
cannot refuse.  They become caretakers of a derelict country mansion, 
despite the rumours that the house is haunted. 
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Please see our website: https://u3asites.org.uk/evesham/page/30525 and 
contact Pat Ansell if you want more information. 

Phil Logan 

 

 Gardens & Country 
 

As we transitioned from the Zoom talks of the winter months to the garden 
visits of the spring, we held our first in person meeting for two years at the 
Rowing Club in March.  Over 30 members listened to a talk by Martin 
Brookes of the Vale Wildlife Trust.  Martin was accompanied by Caroline 
Gould, the founder of the charity.  We learned that the venture started in 
Caroline's back garden and has now grown to the very busy hospital and 
rehab site in Beckford.  Personal donations can be made at the visitors shop 
in Beckford or the shop in Evesham.  We thank Caroline and Martin for taking 
the time to come and talk to us.  I recommend their website if you did not 
hear the talk and would like to know more.  http://www.valewildlife.org.uk  

 

This year's garden visits began 
at the seven acre garden of 
Conderton Manor in mid-April.  
The garden has magnificent 
views of the hills, with tree 
blossom and flowering bulbs in 
spring.  It also has a formal 
terrace with a clipped box 
parterre planted 20 years ago, 
rose and clematis arches, 
mixed borders of roses and 
herbaceous plants, a woodland 

area and a quarry garden.  The grounds include a pond, a swimming pool and 
a tennis court. 

 

The head gardener, Neil, met our group of 30 on the terrace to explain the 
layout of the garden and the best route to take.  After strolling around the 
various areas and admiring the views, the group met back at the 
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conservatory for tea, coffee 
and cake.  Neil talked about 
his work as the sole gardener, 
his 36 years at the manor, and 
the charitable work of the 
National Garden Scheme 
(NGS). 

 

A visit to The Rhydd Garden 
with views to the Malvern Hills 
will have taken place in late 
May.  Further visits are confirmed for the upcoming summer months.  New 
members are welcome to come to our garden visits.  Please see our 
webpage for details of our events and to contact me via the email link.  
https://u3asites.org.uk/evesham/page/30614  

 

Several members have 
helped with the group 
since my recent health 
problems.  The March 
meeting would not have 
happened without the 
support of Michael 
Hicks and Rosalind 
Sharp.  Judy Smith is 
assisting with the 
running of the garden 
visits, and several 
others have provided 
support in the 

background.  As a result, we have already planned the speaker programme 
for 2023!  Keep gardening, stay safe, and best wishes to all. 

Chas Bryer 

 

Photos: Parterre by the terrace, page 29; Conservatory and terrace; Clematis by Chas Bryer 
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 Welsh for Beginners 

 

Our happy group continues to enjoy Monday morning Zoom tutorials with 
Neil, our patient and long-suffering tutor, who is always there to advise us if 
we hit any linguistic snags, and of course to encourage us to persevere with 
our learning.  Neil underpins our main learning vehicles, which are on-line 
teaching systems – either ‘Duolingo’ or ‘Say Something in Welsh’ or 
sometimes both. 

 

Our Friday face-to-face coffee mornings at a local farm shop café have 
become very important to us in bringing cohesion to the Group.  The 
socialising element is a real high point of the week for all of us. 

 

If you fancy having a go at the Welsh language, the online systems we use 
make it possible for anyone to join at any time, from raw beginners to more 
experienced Welsh speakers, and we would love to welcome you to the 
group.  Do get in touch if you would like a preliminary chat about joining.  We 
would be delighted to hear from you!  Please contact David Daniels. 

Cofion gorau - Best Wishes 

 

 Shakespeare 
 

It has been a busy time for the Shakespeareans because our twice monthly 
meetings, one on Zoom and one face-to-face, progress us through our 
Shakespeare play readings more quickly than our previous monthly 
meetings allowed. 

 

At the time of writing, we have just finished ‘The Merchant of Venice’ and are 
about to start ‘Richard III’.  But it is not just play-reading.  We also spend 
some of our monthly live meetings viewing the plays on DVD, and we have 
resumed our visits to performances, looking forward at the moment to a 
National Theatre streaming of ‘Henry V’ at Number 8 in Pershore. 
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As if that were not enough, everyone on our mailing list receives a Monday 
morning email, featuring ‘Sonnet of the Week’ – a brief commentary on one 
of the Bard’s love poems, followed by a copy of the Sonnet itself.  Any u3a 
member is welcome to join our mailing list, and if you like the idea of a weekly 
bit of culture, we will be more than happy to include you – no obligations.  
But the best news of all is that we currently have a rare vacancy in our group!  
By all means, give David Daniels a call, if you would like to have a chat about 
what is involved.  We would love to hear from you! 

 

 Walks under 4 Miles 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our April Walk at Dumbleton – new members are welcome! 
Photo by Sue Dean 

 

 Concert Group 
 

Do you feel like having your spirits lifted?  Leaving behind miserable all-
pervading news stories?  Having something really joyful to look forward to 
and then to experience?  Well, your very own Concert Group has the tonic 
that you need! 
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We have just been on our first 2022 visit to Symphony Hall where the Zagreb 
Philharmonic Orchestra played Gustav Mahler’s First Symphony and, with 
the excellent young violinist Tamsin Waley-Cohen, the Sibelius Violin 
Concerto.  You don’t need to take my word for it that it was good. Here is 
what some of our members thought of the Concert: 

 

‘Tonight’s concert reminded us forcibly how important shared musical 
appreciation is.  It adds to the feeling of well-being to know that you are 
experiencing something so special with others.’ 

 

‘Magnificent, stellar cast of musicians.  I never found the Mahler Symphony 
quite as thrilling.’  Others said ‘electrifying’, ‘exciting and exhilarating’, ‘that 
superb Mahler – the icing on the cake, wonderful and exhilarating’. ‘What a 
treat!’ 

 

And, my dear friends, all this can be yours!  We will very soon be working out 
our programme of concerts for the 2022/23 season, and you may feel like 
someone who said recently ‘I don’t think I could just listen to classical music, 
but to be there and see and hear a great orchestra perform it would be 
something I would like to experience’.  Yes, that’s quite right – it really is 
different to be there.  Please do join our mailing list – we would love to have 
you with us.  Contact David Daniels for details. 

 

 

Answers to the Quiz on page 24 

 

1. New Zealand 

2. G K Chesterton 

3. ‘Field of Dreams’ starring Kevin Costner 

4. Anthony Gormley 

5. Jo Swinson 
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Group Name Coordinator  Fee 
 

Archaeology & Heritage 

Architecture 

Art Appreciation 

Aspects of Modern History 

Badminton 1 

Badminton 2 

Birdwatching 

Board Games 

Book Club 

Bookends 

Book Friends 

Bridge for Fun 

Brunch Bunch (Sundays) 

China: The Country 

Classic Cinema 

Computers & Digital Media 

Concert Band (playing) 

Concert Group 

Country Dancing 

Creative Writing 

Croquet 

Current Affairs & PTWTR 

Cycling for Pleasure 

Day Trip Outings 

Exploring Language 

Family Research 

French Beginners 

French Conversation 

Gardens & Country 

German (3 groups) 

Golf for Fun 

Italian (no email) 

Jam Session - Pop, Rock etc 

Latin 

 

Chris Wolstencroft 

Caroline Bagshaw 

Caroline Bagshaw 

Sheila Himsworth 

Cefn Blundell 

Teresa Green 

John Boon 

Peter Aggett 

Sue Griffiths 

Barbara Tittensor 

Mary Kyte 

Liz Rodway 

Sue Beneke 

David Ralph  

Pat Ansell 

John Scotland 

Peter Scott 

David Daniels 

Brenda & Phil Morton 

Sue Johnson 

Paul Griffin 

TBC 

Chris Davis 

TBC 

Caroline Bagshaw 

Diane Nicholls 

Peter Scott 

Lorna Slaughter 

Chas Bryer 

Sophie Dodds 

David Bentley 

Keith Bridgwater 

Bob Davies 

Caroline Bagshaw 

  

Varies 

TBC 

£3.00 

£1.00  

£2.00 

£2–£3 

Free 

Free 

Varies 

50 p 

£2.00 

£2.00 

Brunch 

£3.00 

£2.00 

£3.00 

£2.00 

Varies 

£4.00 

Free+ 

50 p 

TBC 

Free 

Varies 

Varies 

£2.50 

£3.00 

Free 

Varies 

£2.00 

Green fee 

£1.50 

£3.00 

£2.50 
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Latin Beginners 

Listening to Music 

Local Amateur Theatre 

Local History 

Mah-jongg 

Military History 

Modern Greek 

Natural History 

Needlecraft 

Painting for Pleasure 

Papercraft 

Patchwork & Quilting 1 

Patchwork & Quilting 2 

Pétanque 

Philosophy 

Photography 1 

Photography 2 

Play Reading 

Poetry 

Questions of Belief & Doubt 

Quiz 

Rummikub 

Science & Engineering 

Scrabble & Upwords 

Shakespeare 

Short Mat Bowls 1 

Short Mat Bowls 2 

Singing for Pleasure 

Skittles 1 

Skittles 2 

Social Saunters  

Spanish Improvers 

Table Tennis 

Tai Chi 1 & 2 

Travellers’ Tales 

 

Caroline Bagshaw  

Frances Platman 

Betty Ballard 

Sue Boyes 

Carla Auger 

Alun Edwards 

Mike Fraser 

John Boon 

Helen Barlow 

Mary Simpson 

TBC 

Pam Overd 

Linda Dunbar 

Paul Griffin 

Mike Bagshaw 

Mike Tittensor 

Sandra Woodfield 

Margaret Fuller 

Andy Brister 

Jane Couper 

John Boon 

Carla Auger 

Alan Eames 

TBC 

David Daniels 

Fred/Sue Copestake 

Muriel Barnett 

Cath Cox 

Mary Greenwood 

Sue Beneke 

Ken Pearce 

Glenn Davies 

Ken Maden 

Jen Woodford 

John Boon 

 

50 p 

£1.00 

£2 +tickets 

£3.00 

£2.50+ 

TBC 

50 p 

Free 

Free 

£2.00 

50p 

£2.50 

£1.00 

£1.00 

£3.00 

£3.00 

£2.00 

£3.00 

Varies 

Free 

£2.00 

£2.50+ 

£2.00 

TBC 

£3.00 

£3.00 

£3.00 

£2.00 

Free 

Free 

Free 

Varies 

£2.00 

£5.00 

£2.00 
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Urban Sketchers 

Village Ambles with Camera 

Village Strolls 1 

Village Strolls 2 

Walks Over 4 Miles 

Walks Under 4 Miles 1 

Walks Under 4 Miles 2 

Website Editors 

Welsh for Beginners 

Wine Tasting 

Yoga 1 

Yoga 2 

Yoga 3 

 

Mike Bagshaw 

Sheila Ryder 

Terry Woodfield 

Sandra Woodfield 

J/M Alexander- Head 

Judy Smith 

Judy Smith 

Alun Edwards 

David Daniels 

Grahame Percival 

Jane Mason 

Lyn Heaney 

Lesley Clarke 

 

Free 

£1.00 

£1.00 

£1.00 

£1.00 

£1.00 

£1.00 

Free 

Varies 

£7.50 

Varies 

Varies 

Varies 

 

 

 

Website 

https://u3asites.org.uk/evesham/home 

Facebook 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/854443105078495 

Members only Group 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/eveshamu3a 

Public Group 


