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Welcome…
…to the June 2021 Newsletter. The virus has not gone away, but our lives
have become a little less restricted and we can begin to look forward to
meeting with more friends in the near future. But maybe we should also take
stock and consider some positive aspects which have resulted from the
lockdowns we have experienced repeatedly.
Many of us have expanded our technology knowledge and skills and have
learnt to use virtual platforms in order to remain connected with u3a friends
and family. Our Zoom speakers are now based much further afield – it is
doubtful if the magician would have travelled all the way from the NorthWest for an hour’s performance at our monthly meeting. One of the
speakers of the Gardens & Country group even delivered his talk from Kerala
in India! Technology made this possible and our scope to learn, laugh and
live has been expanded through it. Perhaps it is worth considering to keep
some of these benefits as part of the ‘new normal’.
I am always impressed by the interesting reports and photos sent to me by
our members and this issue is no exception. It is great to read about the
many activities taking place, in spite of the adverse conditions. Where there
is a will... Let’s hope more groups will be able to swing back into action in
time for the next Newsletter issue in September. The deadline for this is
Sunday 25 July 2021.
Bärbel Wolstencroft
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From the Chair
By the time you read this, we will hopefully be almost at the end of the
Government’s roadmap to take us fully out of lockdown and back to some
sort of ‘normality’. It has been a long and difficult winter and we hope
everyone is now enjoying a bit more freedom and is able to meet up with
u3a friends again. Some outside groups will have restarted or soon will be,
and, with any luck, it won’t be too long before inside groups can start
planning to meet face to face again. The social distancing guidelines remain
unclear as I write this, so we are not sure when coach trips or large meetings
will be able to restart, but fingers crossed it won’t be too long.
We are grateful to all the groups who have been keeping in touch with their
members – meeting via Zoom or by other means. We hope we will be able
to ‘relaunch’ our u3a over the coming months. I am sure the new committee
will be working hard to get everything thriving again, recruiting new members
in addition to looking after the present ones.
On behalf of the committee, I am giving my thanks to Carla, who has come
to the end of her five years on the committee and who has been a fantastic
and efficient Membership Secretary. She and her husband Andrew have had
the formidable task of getting the Beacon system up and running, which I
am sure was quite daunting at the time, but has made life so much easier
for all concerned.
This is the last newsletter piece I will write as Chair, as I have also come to
the end of my five years on the committee. Thanks to the committee for
continuing to keep things running as far as we could during the few months
and I wish them well for the future. I also wish to thank Bärbel for providing
us with excellent newsletters and the Web team for their continuing work
on the website.
I have enjoyed my time on the committee and recommend it to others who
might like to consider it.
Judy Smith
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Committee News
The committee would like to thank Judy
Smith, who is stepping down after five years
service. Judy has served as Secretary,
Groups Co-ordinator and, latterly, as Chair.
She has worked with great care and
diligence in all three roles. Thank you, Judy,
your hard work will be greatly missed.
Carla Auger
amazon.co.uk 2021

Recruitment & Retention
Sadly, due to the Covid pandemic and other factors, our membership has
reduced by approximately 200, compared to this time last year. Not to be
daunted, we have established a ‘Recruitment and Retention’ subcommittee to address the issue of recruiting new members from the semi
and full-time retired population, who are not aware of what we have on offer
in Evesham & District u3a. We are also interested in retaining our current
members, by extending what we currently have on offer. Lastly, we would
like to bring back those members who let their membership lapse, for
whatever reason.
Our first meeting took place on 12 April 2021 and many positive ideas came
to the fore. Between them, 'The Team' has a wealth of experience from their
previous careers. In the short and the long term, the ideas will develop and
you will begin to see minor and major changes to the way we promote our
u3a within and outside our current membership. Please continue to
promote our cause, by passing on the message to friends, family and
acquaintances, who are eligible, that u3a Evesham is here to welcome them.
Chris Wolstencroft
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Monthly Meetings
All face-to-face monthly meetings at the Town Hall are
currently suspended. However, our programme secretary has
organised online Zoom talks for the first Wednesday of the
month at 2.00 pm. Zoom links will be sent to members via email
shortly before the talks.
2 June 2021
Annual General Meeting 2021 via Zoom

7 July 2021
James Taylor - British Humour in the Forgotten Art of the Picture
Postcard
A talk that brings back happy memories and puts smiles on faces.

4 August 2021
John Butterworth - Hotel with a Famous Guest List
A fascinating history of a hotel and the many characters who stayed there.

1 September 2021
Steve Short - Morecambe and Wise
Bringing to life the story of these two great comedians.
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Shared Learning Project
Market Garden Heritage and Hovels
Who would have thought at the start of this project in autumn 2018, that
from just a survey of hovels in the Vale of Evesham so many offshoots have
developed! Members of Evesham & District u3a volunteered their services
to help with the survey and this developed into assisting in archiving
material and artefacts from Edgar Weaver's hovel in Cleeve Prior.
The project also caught the attention of many people and organisations in
the area. The article in the April 2021 edition of the Cotswold & Vale
Magazine provides a further insight into what the project has achieved and
continues to do so. Comprehensive information can be found on the Market
Gardening Heritage website, which you can access from the News page of
our u3a website or from the link below.
www.explorethepast.co.uk/project/market-gardening-heritage
As this project is nearing its end, many
thanks go to the members who supported
the project by volunteering their time. I
leave you with a photo of the final hovel,
recorded by members of the team in an
overgrown corner of a field in
Wickhamford.
Chris Wolstencroft

Day Trip Outings
It certainly is a long time since I have been able to write anything positive. I
have been talking to Cresswell’s every now and then to see what the current
situation is regarding numbers allowed on a coach, while complying with
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social distancing. And here is finally some good news! According to an
update from Cresswell’s received on 27 April, and provided that all goes to
plan, there should be no restrictions on how many people are allowed on a
coach outing from the 17th May. And here is even better news! I have a plan
for our first post-lockdown outing! Please get in touch with me if you are
interested in joining a trip to Buscot Park on Wednesday 21 July 2021. I
hope you will all have had your second jab and feel confident to venture
further afield. We have been stuck at home for too long now!
In the meantime, after
watching the funeral of
the Duke of Edinburgh, I
thought you might like
a reminder of our
second trip to Windsor
back in 2017.
The
photo
of
the
guardsmen tickled me,
how of EARTH can they
see with those hats?
Sue Beneke

Short Breaks
Harry Shaw Group Travel are hoping to offer a trip to Sorrento in May 2022.
They are awaiting more details regarding group travel abroad from the
government. It is still very much a matter of ‘watch this space’!
At the time of going to press, there were no plans for any Short Breaks during
2021. Group leader Jean Griffin can be contacted by phone (see group list)
or by email via the pigeon on the Short Breaks webpage
https://u3asites.org.uk/evesham/page/34145
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People matter
Jill Armstrong
It was in early April that I learnt of the
death of one of Evesham u3a's founder
members, Jill Armstrong, who sadly
passed away peacefully at the
Richmond Wood Norton Care Home on
26 March. It was back in 2001 that Jill,
along with others, set about forming
Evesham & District u3a. It began with
an open meeting at the Town Hall in
October, where tables were set up with
suggestions for groups. Jill became
Evesham u3a member number 7. She
was joint organiser for ‘Day Trip Outings’
for nine years and was also involved
with the Gardens & Country, Listening to Music and Concert Groups. Until
recent ill health, she had still been actively involved as leader of Traveller's
Tales, which is where I met her. Along with her many friends in the u3a I will
miss her zest for life and her warmth and friendliness.
John Boon
Farewell to the Campbells
Joan and Colin Campbell are moving to pastures new. Joan was Programme
Secretary for three years from 2003. Both she and Colin organised the Local
History and Archaeology groups for approximately five years. More recently,
in 2018, they were involved in the Bengeworth Shared Learning Project (SLP)
research, producing a booklet with maps and street names. We wish them
all the best for their move to the Dunchurch area and thank them very much
for all their efforts over the last 18 years for Evesham u3a.
Judy Smith
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Roger and Margaret Wyatt
After living in Evesham for 37 years, Roger and Margaret Wyatt are moving
to Stockport. In 2004, they joined Evesham & District u3a. As treasurer,
Roger set up Gift Aid applications in 2005, thereby increasing the income
by 25%. In April 2019, Roger became Website Manager, created the Website
Editors group, and organised workshops for the page editors.
Roger’s largest u3a project, the Concert Band, began
about 20 years ago, from his home in Hampton. As the
number of musicians grew, they affiliated with Evesham
u3a as the ‘Music for Pleasure’ group, later changing the
name to ‘u3a Concert Band’. The band played at many
fetes and events, freezing on Broadway Green at their late
night shopping event in November or roasting at the
Hampton Flower Show in September!
Successful
fundraising concerts for the Tracy Sollis Leukaemia Trust followed, as well as
collaborations with the u3a Choir and Play reading group
and participation in the Evesham Festival of Music. None
of this could possibly have happened without the total
dedication and enthusiasm of Roger, as well as endless
patience and support from Margaret, who also became
a band member playing alto and soprano saxophone.
Alongside her involvement with the Concert Band,
Margaret was the leader for the u3a Papercraft group.
Outside the u3a, Roger and Margaret were involved with many local
organisations - the Twinning Association, the Celebration Reed & Brass
Band, the Shoebox project, the Baptist Church and the Tracy Sollis
Leukaemia Trust. Margaret sang with several local choirs and was
instrumental in setting up the Cleeve Harmony Ladies Chorus.
Roger and Margaret get on with their projects with quiet dignity and
dedication. We thank them profusely for all they have done and wish them
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the very best for their new lives ‘up North’, closer to their family. Stockport
will be very lucky to have them!
Robert Bryce
…and from the Website Team
I knew Roger from our days as Lecturers at the BBC Training Department at
Wood Norton. When I joined Evesham u3a, I met up with him again in the
Computer Group, which was held in his front room. We enjoyed his Wi-Fi
facilities as well as Margaret's cakes and coffee.
Roger set up the first Evesham u3a website, using a firm called UKhosts4U.
The off-the-peg website system provided by u3a headquarters we now use
was not available in those days. He wrote the site in html code which he
learnt from scratch. Later, we used a programme called ‘Dreamweaver’
which writes the code for you. His original group still runs today and now
includes the topics of smartphones, tablets, TVs and anything digital.
John Scotland
Many thanks, Roger for all you have done for the u3a over the years,
especially for the work on our website, which has improved enormously. The
committee wish you and Margaret every happiness in your new home in
Cheshire.
Judy Smith

Ideas for new groups
As we head out of lockdown and can start meeting up again, especially
outdoors, there seems to be a real demand for more outdoor groups to be
started. The following suggestions have already been put forward:
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Nordic Walking
…also known as ‘walking with poles’. This particular kind of walking is said to
take your walking to the next level, using upper body muscles as well as your
legs, and burning more calories while supporting your knee and hip joints.
Public Health England and the Centre for Ageing Better recently said it is one
of the best activities for strengthening muscles and balance – so what’s not
to like?! Ideally group members will have learned the Nordic walking
technique before joining the group but short courses (1 ½ hours only) are run
regularly in Evesham and if enough are interested we could arrange a group
course.
Walking Cricket
This sport is really taking off, if you are a follower of the u3a on Facebook,
you will have seen a recent article by the leader of Barnsley u3a walking
cricket group who has just become manager of the Yorkshire Walking
Cricket Team. Walking cricket is a more accessible version of the game, in
which players walk rather than run and use a softer ball, enabling them to
have fun and experience being part of a team. It is equally accessible to
both men and women and, when indoor activities resume, can also be
played indoors, making it a year-round sport.
If you are interested in either of these groups or have any suggestions for
any other new groups please contact Alison Williams or Judy Smith.
Alison Williams - taking over as Groups Co-Ordinator
Natural History Group
It seems that one positive effect of the lockdowns we have experienced is
a greater appreciation of the natural world around us. I am sure there are
many who have long loved nature, whether flora or fauna, but also some who
have found that discoveries in nature have added a new dimension to their
exercise walks.
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I have some knowledge of wildlife built up over
the years, but I am still curious and eager to
learn more about the natural world and would
love to share this knowledge or learn from
others, in the true spirit of the u3a. Once
restrictions have been lifted and we feel
comfortable about meeting up again, we could
organise nature
walks or rambles. However, in the meantime,
nature is also something that could be shared
online, through photographs for example. If
anyone is interested in joining what could
develop into a Natural History Group please
get in touch with me via the website.
Four-spotted Chaser, top & Lime Hawkmoth, right

John Boon

Group News
 Country Dancing
During lockdown last year, we agreed to take over the organisation of this
group from Derek and Sylvia Coupe who had run it for many years.
As we all know, it has been impossible to resume dancing. However, we have
ascertained that the Scout Hall booking has been retained for us and that
our caller is willing to resume whenever possible - we anticipate September
at the earliest.
To keep us connected, we have held four virtual coffee mornings by Zoom
for members of the group, attended by about ten people in total, but not at
the same time. Those who attended are keen to resume dancing. We are
planning to survey all our members during the summer to find out who
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intends to come back, to ensure that the group is viable. At present, we are
unable to prepare a risk assessment for a group of our size, as we need to
await further guidance from the government.
Brenda and Phil Morton

 Village Ambles with Camera
Following an accident, it is with
great regret, that I have decided
to hang up my walking shoes and
camera and step back from the
role of group leader. Exploring
our lovely villages at a leisurely
pace is an enjoyable activity. I
am hoping that a new leader for
this group is somewhere out
there, waiting in the wings and
ready to come forward so that the group can continue their village ambles.
If you are this person, please contact Groups Co-ordinators Judy Smith or
Alison Williams via the website.
Photo: The old telephone kiosk contains a vital service for the village of Flyford Flavell

Clive Allen

 Play Reading
Due to the current restrictions, we have been unable to meet indoors. At
the time of writing, we have yet to hear when the government will relax these
restrictions, but signs are hopeful. If you would like to join us in reading a
play together, please contact me and I will let you know the arrangements
when made. We are not dedicated thespians, but do enjoy plays. We meet
once a month on the second Friday morning.
Margaret Fuller
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 Badminton 1 & 2
According to the guidelines from Badminton England, play will be permitted
to resume after 21 June at the earliest. In a normal year, we stop playing for
a summer break around this time, as the gym at Wallace House becomes
hot and stifling during the summer months. All being well, we therefore
suggest to wait until September before resuming play.
Cefn Blundell and Teresa Green

 German
Considering that we have not been able to meet in person, I am delighted
that three quarters of the German members have loyally met every second
and fourth Thursday during the last three months. We have now been in
touch via Zoom for almost a year.
‘What do we talk about and how does it work’ - you may ask. Suggestions
for conversations are sent out prior to the meetings by the group leader or
they can be contributed by members. The discussions are varied and we
reminisce endlessly about Germany and its diversity. The topics include
books, poetry, visits to Germany, holidays, local history, family history, the
Royal family, climate change, corona virus, friends, crossword puzzles, and
many more of interest or concern to us.
I am delighted that Reg Pritchard is happy to lead the first hour in the
morning and I take over for the last one. All members participate with great
enthusiasm and make excellent contributions at all levels. Hopefully, we may
be able to meet again in my house soon. Oh what a reunion it will be!!!
For more information please get in touch with me by phone (see group list)
or email me via the pigeon on the German webpage.
Sophie Dodds
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Group Timetable
To join any group you must be a member of u3a
First Week

Mon am

Architecture
Welsh for Beginners

Mon pm

Badminton 1
Mah-jongg

Tue am

Cycling for Pleasure
French Conversation 1
Latin
Paper craft
Spanish Improvers
Urban Sketchers
Walks over 4 m – 1 & 2
Choir
Local History
Yoga 3 (term time)

Tue pm

Wed am
Wed pm
Thu am

Painting for Pleasure
Skittles 1, Tai Chi
Monthly Meeting in
the Town Hall
Computers & Digital
Media
French Conversation 2
Yoga 1 & 2 (term time)

Thu pm

Croquet
Listening to Music 1
Modern Greek
Rock Band

Fri am

Classic Cinema
Country Dancing

Fri pm

Badminton 2
Board Games
Family Research
Brunch Bunch

Sun am

Second Week

Art Appreciation
Questions of Belief &
Doubt (term time)
Welsh for Beginners
Badminton 1
Concert Band
Rummikub
Travellers’ Tales
Golf for Fun
Listening to Music 2
Social Saunters
Village Strolls

Choir, Pétanque
Exploring Language
Jam Session
Patchwork & Quilting 1
Yoga 3 (term time)
Painting for Pleasure
Skittles 2,Table Tennis
Gardens and Country

Third Week

Welsh for Beginners

Badminton 1
Concert Band
Mah-jongg
Putting the World to
Rights
Shakespeare
Bookends
French Conversation 1
Paper craft
Photography 2
Spanish Improvers
Urban Sketchers
Walks over 4 m – 1 & 2
Choir
Yoga 3 (term time)

Painting for Pleasure
Skittles 1, Tai Chi
Philosophy

Aspects of Modern
History
German beginners
German intermediate
Needlecraft
Short Mat Bowls 1
Walks under 4 miles
Yoga 1 & 2 (term time)
China: The Country
German advanced
Needlecraft
Rock Band
Short Mat Bowls 2

Computers & Digital
Media
French Conversation 2
Yoga 1 & 2 (term time)

Book Friends
Italian Post-Beginners
Play reading
Badminton 2
Board Games
Bridge for Fun

Classic Cinema
Country Dancing

Croquet
Modern Greek
Rock Band

Badminton 2
Board Games
Family Research
Brunch Bunch
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Group Timetable
To join any group you must be a member of u3a

Fourth Week

Village Ambles with
Camera / Questions of
Belief & Doubt
Welsh for Beginners
Badminton 1
Concert Band
Rummikub

Final Week

Welsh for Beginners

Aspects of Modern
History
Book Club
German beginners
German intermediate
Needlecraft
Short Mat Bowls 1
Yoga 1 & 2 (term time)
German advanced
Needlecraft
Rock Band
Short Mat Bowls 2
Wine Tasting

Mon am

Day Trip Outings – Sue
Beneke
Badminton 1

Short Breaks UK and
abroad – Jean Griffin
Local
Amateur
Theatre (viewing) –
Betty Ballard

Golf for Fun
Photography 1

Choir, Jam Session
Patchwork & Quilting 1
Pétanque
Quiz Group
Yoga 3 (term time)
Skittles 2
Table Tennis

Ad - Hoc

Choir
Yoga 3 (term time)

Patchwork
and
Quilting 2 alternate
Wednesdays – Linda
Dunbar
Concert
Group
David Daniels

Current Affairs
Poetry
Scrabble & Upwords
Yoga 1 & 2 (term time)

Modern Greek
Rock Band

Bird Watching
Italian Post-Beginners

Science & Engineering

Badminton 2
Board Games
Bridge for Fun

Badminton 2
Board Games

Mon pm

Tue am

Tue pm

–

Wed am

Website Editors –
meet as required –
John Scotland

Wed pm

You can email
group
leaders
through
the
website. Click on
the
messenger
pigeon on the
group page, and a
page will come up
to write your
message.

Thu pm

Thu am

Fri am
Fri pm
Sun am
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 Photography 1
It has been some time since I last updated the Newsletter on our activities.
During all the lockdown periods, our group has continued to meet on the
digital platform Zoom, always keeping to our date of the fourth Tuesday in
each month. Our Zoom meetings are in two parts, starting at 10 am and at
11 am.
Although we have been restricted as to where we can go to take pictures,
some members have found ways to try out new techniques on previously
overlooked older images in their collections. One popular theme has been
to share one selected image with the group and allow everyone to edit the
picture in any way they choose. The results have been interesting to say
the least, as the examples below prove.
For
whatever
reason, not all
members
have
been comfortable
with
joining
a
virtual
meeting.
About 75% of my
group do support
it, so it should be
deemed a success
in some way. We
all look forward to
better days and a
return to the Evesham Rowing Club, when we are allowed to do so. If any
reader is interested in joining the Photography 1 group, please go to our
webpage on the u3a website (link below) and see what’s going on. You can
email me from there and I will do the rest.
https://u3asites.org.uk/evesham/page/30858
Mike Tittensor
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Original image on page
18 by Graham Corbett

Graham
version

Farrell’s

Malcolm
Higson’s
version

The image on the title page, ‘Flow Lines’ by group member Graham Farrell,
was included with other photographic challenges on the u3a Eye webpage
of the national website. It was taken in Scotland with a long exposure, and
processed to show the lines created by the fast moving water. My thanks
go to Graham for making his photo available for this issue. To see more
photos on the theme ‘Lines’, go to https://www.u3a.org.uk/learning/nationalprogrammes/u3a-eye Ed
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 Walks Under 4 Miles
Ruth Webb led the walk on
8 April, which was the first
time the group had met
since the autumn of last
year. Fourteen members
got together for the four
mile circular walk around
the Felix Dennis ‘Dorothy
Wood’ near the village of
Barton in Warwickshire. The
photo shows them at the
'Always look on the bright
side of Life' bench, taken by
Alison Williams. Alison said that the sun shone and the blossom and spring
flowers were beautiful. I look forward to joining them when my ankle is
strong enough. Thanks to Allen Jenkins for taking over the email
communication and Jean Casey for looking after the money!
Judy Smith

 Village Strolls
We are hoping to start the Village Strolls again from about June time, the
first one probably taking place in Broadway. Depending on Covid-19
restrictions at that time, members can be looking at organising strolls from
then onwards.
We will continue to expect the strolls to be organised by members, so that
we have a variety of walks in different ways. In the past, this method has
made the strolls very interesting. We are looking forward to seeing our
existing members again after such a frustrating year!
Terry and Sandra Woodfield
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 Travellers’ Tales
Zoom meetings are now up and running for Travellers’ Tales. Even if travel is
out for the time being, we can still share memories of travels past and
perhaps find inspiration for the future. Stories are still being sent out to
members via email and two new tales have been added to the Travellers’
Tales page on the u3a website. These are ‘A Quest for the Northern Lights’
and the first instalment of a short series entitled ‘In Search of the Giant Ibis’.

Karesuando

Skogafoss Waterfall, Iceland

And now here is a short and embarrassingly true traveller’s tale. I had
booked to see a concert in Toronto, but found the cost of flights prohibitive.
A friend came to my aid, courtesy of a stand-by flight, which is much
cheaper, but rather uncertain, as you only get on if there are spare seats. I
had travelled to Heathrow on a National Express coach and found myself
waiting rather nervously at the departure gate. There were a few others,
waiting like me, and gradually one by one they were found seats until I was
the only one left, one poor lonely soul! If I didn't get on, I would either have
to wait for the next flight, or give up and return home. It was all getting a bit
much! So I phoned home and told my wife Jane that if I didn't get on, I would
give up the whole idea and come home on the coach. With that, my name
was called. I had a seat – and it was in business class! Wow!
As I rushed towards the plane, I quickly texted ‘Am on’ and then, because I
wanted to let Jane know I was actually in the business class, I added the
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abbreviation ‘bus’ for business. It wasn't until we were halfway across the
Atlantic when I realised that I had written ‘Am on bus’! There was a frantic
call made at the airport in Toronto to sheepishly explain - and even now I
am still trying to live it down.
If anyone has Travellers’ Tales they would like to share, do please pass them
on to me.
John Boon

 Painting for Pleasure
The group has been
meeting on Zoom and has
found it enjoyable and
useful. We have discussed
techniques and materials,
including the choice of
brushes and watercolour
paper.
There has been
good advice as to which
watercolours to buy and
discussions about the pros
and cons of pans and
tubes.
We choose a topic for
each month.
‘Autumn
Fruit’ and ‘Spring Flowers’
were recent ones. Our
current topic is ‘Family’.
Mary Simpson
‘Spring Flowers’ by Mary
Simpson. ‘Autumn Fruit’ by
Chris King
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 Quiz Group
Members of the group are continuing to get their weekly quiz fix by email.
We are also meeting on Zoom in the afternoon of the fourth Tuesday of each
month. In addition to those more serious quiz questions, there are some fun
ones too. How will you get on with these?
Rhyming Words
An example - Unlit Public Space. Answer - Dark Park
1. Nude Couple

2. A Stallion from Scandinavia

3. Superior long-haired Dog

4. Sham Reptile

5. Broader Arachnid

6. Vagabond in the Rain

The answers can be found on page 31. Good luck!
If you would like to test your general knowledge by joining in with either the
weekly or monthly quizzes just contact group leader John Boon.

 Book Club
‘Once you have read a book you care about,
some part of it is always with you’. Louis L’Amour
It has now been nearly a year since we moved our book club meetings to
Zoom, and we have been pleasantly surprised at how effective it is. Lists of
our reading over the past year appear on our u3a webpage, along with more
reading recommendations by members, so this report concentrates on our
meetings from January to March this year.
We meet on the fourth Thursday of each month, except in December, so
when our January meeting came round it felt like a long break in an already
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long winter. Fortunately, bookworms always have plenty of reading to
occupy them, but it was good to meet up again, share our recent reading,
and start the book club year with Bill Bryson’s At Home. The author uses
the rooms in his own home as the starting point for an exploration of
domestic history in the UK and US, mainly from the 1800s onwards. Ancient
history and world-wide events, such as the Black Death, are mentioned
along the way. To call the book wide-ranging is an understatement, as it is
crammed full of interesting facts around aspects of history that are often
hidden. The book is written with wit and enthusiasm and there is something
of interest for everybody. It was an enjoyable read which generated plenty
of discussion.
Our February choice was Old Baggage by Lissa Evans, a novel set in the late
1920s to early 1930s. It follows the story of two ex-suffragettes who seek to
rebuild their lives after the end of the First World War. The achievement of
women’s suffrage leaves them as rebels without a unifying cause. The main
character, Mattie, throws herself into improving girls’ education and
awareness, while her companion, Florrie ‘The Flea’ becomes a health visitor
to the poor of London and rescues Mattie from her worst excesses. The
novel is witty and entertaining whilst highlighting the social problems of the
day and creates a larger-than-life character in Mattie.
Our March meeting was the first of two during the year when members bring
a book or poems of their choice to share with the group. Most of us chose
poems this time. Each member’s choice had resonated with them in a
special way, which they shared with the group. Having discussed the poems,
we agreed that it is important how a poem speaks to the reader and the
feelings it evokes. Everyone found something to connect with in the chosen
poems.
The choice of books and poems highlights the strength of a book club. We
are connected by our love of reading and, because we have such different
tastes, our recommendations cover a wide range of reading material. We
therefore get to enjoy books and poems we would not otherwise have
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chosen for ourselves. There are always gems and surprises in the choices
throughout the year.
Our books for the next meetings are: The Cellist of Sarajevo by Steven
Galloway, The Moor’s Account by Laila Lalami and Midnight’s Children by
Salman Rushdie.
And finally, a quote by J K Rowling
‘If you don’t like to read, you haven’t found the right book’.
Happy reading everyone!
Aileen Fairclough

 Concert Band
Rehearsals during the
last twelve months have
been rather like the
Hokey Cokey. Six players
in, six players out, in, out,
in, out, lockdown all
about! But with our usual
resilience we were back
out in the garden from
the end of March. Just
after Easter, we were
delighted to receive our
first request for a
performance
an
invitation to play on the last Friday in November for the Broadway Late Night
Shopping Event and we have of course accepted. If you know of any local
Summer Fêtes looking for a band, please let us know.
As if Covid and lockdown hadn't presented enough of a challenge, we also
received an announcement from our Musical Director, Roger Wyatt, that he
and Margaret are moving ‘up North’ to be closer to family. So we are not
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only losing our Musical Director and trombonist but also a very impressive
saxophone player. Roger and Margaret shall be greatly missed by the band
and the many members who have known them over the years through other
u3a interest groups. We wish them every happiness in their new home.
The Concert Band will continue under the new leadership of Peter Scott, a
talented musician and long-time member of the band, who has agreed to
take on the role. Now would be a very good time to dust off your woodwind
and polish your brass - new members are always welcome!
Photo: ‘Garden Band’ by Gerard Kilburn

Frances Kilburn

Portrait of child, unfinished, by Paul Wilkins - Painting for Pleasure

26

 Gardens & Country
Since writing the previous article for the newsletter, our programme of Zoom
talks has continued and expanded. The third talk in January was arranged
by the Cam & Dursley u3a garden group and given by Darren Lerigo on the
topic of ‘Topiary and Clipping’. An interesting talk that inspired some
members to experiment with organic and cloud pruning.

An example of organic topiary given by Darren Lerigo

The talk in February was by Duncan Coombs, who spoke on the design of
the garden at Hidcote by Lawrence Johnson, who was born in Paris in 1871,
of American parents. He was educated at Cambridge University and
became a British citizen in 1900. After serving in WW1, he was put in charge
of the estate at Hidcote and spent much of his life developing the garden
and hunting for plants. Duncan
explained how his early life in
France may have influenced his
garden design, and showed
examples of plants that Lawrence
had found and brought to England
from his trips abroad. The talk was
watched by over 50 people which
was a record for our group
collaboration with Cam & Dursley.
Old Garden, Hidcote, courtesy of Duncan Coombs
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This talk was followed by more
speakers funded by both
Evesham and Cam & Dursley
garden groups. They included
two talks on topics from further
afield by John Medlock, on
Namibia's geology and wildlife,
and Jacob Mathew, talking from
Kerala, India, about the locally
grown jackfruit and pineapple
plants, and how to cook them.
In addition to our own speaker programme, our
group also attend talks given by the ‘Tender Shoots
Garden Club Network’. This allows our members to
receive advice on different plant types and offers
them a greater variety of talks. In April and May, ten
virtual talks on various topics were hosted by
‘Tender Shoots’. These included a talk by Nick
Hamilton, son of Geoff, on drought tolerant plants,
and a talk by Adrian James on ‘The Gardens of
Paradise’.
White Garden and Mahonia lomariifolia at Hidcote, introduced by
Lawrence Johnson in 1931, both photos courtesy of Duncan
Coombs

We are planning for the return of garden visits for our group. The destination
for the first organised group visit is Highnam Hall in early July, followed by
visits to Bourton House Garden, The River School in Worcester and Ravelin,
a garden in Hanley Swan, during the course of the summer. Our webpage
continues to display photographs of plants, gardens, the countryside and
villages. Details of all our events can also be found there. We currently have
a waiting list for new members, so if you would like to join later this summer
please contact me via the webpage, link below. Keep gardening, stay safe,
and best wishes to all.
https://u3asites.org.uk/evesham/page/30614
Chas Bryer
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Group Name

Contact

Fee

Architecture

Ian Lloyd-Oswell

£3.00

Art Appreciation

Caroline Bagshaw

£3.00

Aspects of Modern History

Sheila Himsworth

50 p

Badminton 1

Cefn Blundell

£1.50

Badminton 2

Teresa Green

£2.00

Bird Watching

Tony Stephens

£1.00

Board Games

Peter Aggett

Free

Book Club

Sue Griffiths

Varies

Bookends

Muriel Gealer

Book Friends

Nicky Goddard

Bridge for Fun

Liz Rodway

Brunch Bunch (Sundays)

Pat Ansell

China: The Country

David Ralph

£3.00

Choir

Peter Scott

£3.00

Classic Cinema

Richard Hunt

£2.00

Computers & Digital Media

John Scotland

£2.00

Concert Band (playing)

Peter Scott

£2.00

Concert Group

David Daniels

Varies

Country Dancing

Brenda & Phil Morton

£4.00

Croquet

Paul Griffin

50p

Current Affairs

Tony Lane

£1.00

Cycling for Pleasure

Chris Davis

Free

Day Trip Outings

Sue Beneke

Varies

Exploring Language

Chris Robinson

Varies

Family Research

Diane Nicholls

£2.50

French Beginners

Peter Scott

£3.00

French Conversation 1

Sally Hammond

50p

French Conversation 2

Peter Scott

Free

Gardens & Country

Chas Bryer

Varies

German (3 groups)

Sophie Dodds

£2.00

Golf for Fun

David Bentley

Green fee

Italian (no email)

Keith Bridgwater

Jam Session - Pop, Rock etc

Bob Davies

£3.00

Latin

Caroline Bagshaw

£2.50

Listening to Music 1

David Daniels

Listening to Music 2

Frances Platman

Free
£1.00

Local Amateur Theatre

Betty Ballard

50p
£2.00
£2.00
Brunch

£1.50

£2 + tickets

29

Group Name

Contact

Fee

Local History

Sue Boyes

£3.00

Mah-jongg

Carla Auger

£4.00

Modern Greek

Mike Fraser

50 p

Needlecraft

Helen Barlow

£1.50

Painting for Pleasure

Mary Simpson

Papercraft

TBA

Patchwork & Quilting 1

Pam Overd

£2.50

Patchwork & Quilting 2

Linda Dunbar

£1.00

Pétanque

Paul Griffin

£1.00

Philosophy

Mike Bagshaw

£2.00

Photography 1

Mike Tittensor

£3.00

Photography 2

Ros Barber

£1.00

Play Reading

Margaret Fuller

Poetry

Andy Brister

Varies

Putting the World to Rights

Ian Simpson

£1.50

Questions of Belief & Doubt

Jane Couper

Free

Quiz

John Boon

Rock Band

Grahame Percival

£4.00

Rummikub

Carla Auger

£4.00

Science & Engineering

Alan Eames

£2.00

Scrabble & Upwords

Jean Simpson

Varies

Shakespeare

David Daniels

£3.00

Short Breaks

Jean Griffin

Varies

Short Mat Bowls 1

Fred/Sue Copestake

£2.00

Short Mat Bowls 2

Muriel Barnett

£2.00

Skittles 1

Mary Greenwood

Free

Skittles 2

Sue Beneke

Free

Social Saunters

Wendy Mogg

Spanish Improvers

Chris Robinson

Table Tennis

Ken Maden

£2.00

Tai Chi

Jen Woodford

£5.00

Travellers’ Tales

John Boon

£1.00

Urban Sketchers

Mike Bagshaw

Village Ambles with Camera

Clive Allen

£1.00

Village Strolls

Terry Woodfield

£1.00

Walks Over 4 Miles 1

TBA

£1.00

Walks Over 4 Miles 2

J/M Alexander- Head

£1.00

Walks Under 4 Miles

Judy Smith

£1.00

£2.00
50p

£1.60

70p

Free
Varies

Free
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Group Name

Contact

Fee

Website Editors

John Scotland

Free

Welsh for Beginners

David Daniels

Wine Tasting

Grahame Percival

£5.00

Yoga 1

Jane Mason

Varies

Yoga 2

Lyn Heaney

Varies

Yoga 3

Lesley Clarke

Varies

£10/month

Quiz Answers from page 23: 1. Bare Pair / 2. Norse Horse / 3. Better Setter
4. Fake Snake / 5. Wider Spider / 6. Damp Tramp

Wild Garlic by John Boon, Travellers’ Tales
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Website
https://u3asites.org.uk/evesham/home

Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/groups/854443105078495
Members only Group
https://www.facebook.com/groups/eveshamu3a
Public Group
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