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Welcome…
…to the March 2021 Newsletter, the fourth issue produced during various
stages of lockdown! It is good news that our monthly meetings are back
with a new lease of life and online. The first talk in December was a webinar,
but the fun of seeing friends again, if only on screen, really started with the
January lecture, with the use of the conferencing software Zoom. We can
look forward to more lectures delivered via Zoom in the next few months,
see page 7 for details. Not all our members have internet access. Hopefully,
the quarterly Newsletter has helped keeping everybody connected to our
u3a, while we are waiting to be able to meet again in person.
Sadly, not all members felt able to persevere with their membership through
the pandemic and you will find an appeal to recruit new members on page
5. Spreading the word to friends and neighbours has proved to be a most
useful recruitment tool, which all of us can use.
Many of our interest groups have contributed their latest information,
accompanied by an abundance of photos to cheer us up. There are even
two quizzes to challenge our readers. Enjoy!
And finally, a date for your diaries - the deadline for the June edition will be
Friday 23 April 2021. Your contributions are most welcome!
Bärbel Wolstencroft
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Erratum
The photo on page 24 in the December Newsletter ‘Church of St

Mary Magdalene and Parkland at Croome’ was taken by Elaine
Castleford and wrongly credited to Richard Hunt. Apologies for
the error.

From the Chair
As this newsletter is going to print in early February, it is a little difficult to
predict where we will be in March when you read this. However, the good
news is that some of our members are already receiving their first
vaccination and, as more inoculation venues are being opened, things will
start speeding up.
It is, of course, difficult to guess when our u3a activities will resume, but
hopefully, groups might start to meet again within the next few weeks fingers crossed! In the meantime, we have arranged monthly Zoom talks
until May.
Many of us have reason to be grateful for Zoom, as it has enabled us to keep
in touch with family and friends. Several groups have been using Zoom to
continue with their activities or just to maintain contact with members.
Thank you to those group leaders who are endeavouring to keep things
going for their members. We are all very grateful to you. Don’t forget we
have an Evesham u3a Zoom account which allows unlimited time for
meetings. Please let one of us know if you would like to use it for your group.
It is easy to do and we are happy to help you get your first meeting
underway.

4

One of the Zoom talks by National Office, attended by Judy recently, dealt
with the use of social media. For those readers who do not know - our u3a
has a Facebook page with currently 132 members and new members are
always welcome. As things start becoming clear again, we will post updates
on our Facebook page as well as on our website and, of course, we will keep
you informed via email.
Finally, we would like to say a big thank you to Chris Sainsbury who has
retired as joint newsletter editor. It is not an easy task to put together our
newsletter, which is always interesting and extremely professional-looking.
We are very grateful to Chris for his hard work. Bärbel Wolstencroft will be
continuing as sole editor.
Judy & Deborah
P.S. Thank you to those friends who sent messages following my accident
on Christmas Eve, when I broke my ankle walking near Stratford. It was
certainly a strange Christmas - stuck in hospital! - Judy

What you can do for your u3a
Committee & what we can do
for you....
Yes, we are still here, continuing to learn (online), laugh (when we can) and
live (to the full)!
What the committee is asking you to do is pass on the message to friends,
family and acquaintances, who are eligible, to consider joining Evesham u3a.
Check out our website at https://u3asites.org.uk/evesham/home and
related pages or use your browser to search for ‘Evesham & District u3a’
and pass it on!
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There are many activities taking place within u3a and on external sites,
accessible at the click of a button! The Covid Ideas page on our website,
for example, is a mine of information.
As an added incentive, new members joining from now will enjoy free u3a
membership until renewal on 1 November 2021. This offer does not, however,
apply to returning members who left us for a while, but are of course still
welcome to return.
Some interest groups make a small charge for their activities. u3a
membership also provides access to National activities and the entitlement
to receive the quarterly Newsletter and Third Age Matters magazine.
Details and conditions for joining are contained in our Join Us page on the
website.
More information about joining is also available by contacting our
Membership Secretary on O7827 637923.
Last but not least, we have a Facebook page. Find the link on our website in
the Members area. https://www.facebook.com/groups/854443105078495
Please help us to keep Evesham & District u3a alive and kicking! Thank You.
Chris Wolstencroft

‘Fladbury Mill and Willow growing nearby’ – photos by Chas Bryer, Gardens & Country
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Monthly Meetings
All face-to-face monthly meetings at the Town Hall are
currently suspended. However, our programme secretary
has organised online Zoom talks for the first Wednesday of
the month at 2.00 pm. Zoom links will be sent to members
via email shortly before the talks.
3 March 2021
Steve Price - Virtually Impossible
Interactive magic with questions & answers at the end.
7 April 2021
Stephen Powles - In Pursuit of the Improbable
In this talk Stephen, a former vet, will share with us a medley of interesting,
amusing and informative wildlife stories based around how he managed to
photograph and film some challenging subjects, among them kingfishers,
herons, otters, lizards and hedgehogs.
5 May 2021
Professor Gerald Seaman - My Musical Life in Russia
Professor Seaman is a specialist in Russian music, recalling time spent at the
former Leningrad Conservatory gaining insight into Russian music and
musical life.
2 June 2021
Annual General Meeting 2021
As at present, it is planned that the AGM will probably be taking place via
Zoom again, however, the situation around the Covid pandemic is constantly
being reviewed. Final details nearer the time.
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Day Trip Outings

It seems a very long time ago now when, for the first time, we had three
coaches. They did look so impressive all lined up! It was the first time we
went to Blenheim Palace for their extremely well organised Christmas Fair,
back in November 2015. We went there again two years later, in November
2017. I do hope that just MAYBE we will be able to go this year - fingers
crossed everyone, please, that we can at some time this year get things
back to something like normal.
Sue Beneke

u3a Facebook Group Page
We now have a Facebook group page, for members only. You will find much
variety on there, such as links to shows and daily puzzles to keep your brains
ticking over. Everyone is welcome to contribute photos, or anything else
you think might be of interest to others.
Come and join in!
https://www.facebook.com/groups/854443105078495/
Sue Beneke
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Short Breaks
Italy – Sorrento 2021
The trip to Sorrento from Saturday 8 May to Saturday 15 May 2021 will no
longer be going ahead. JET2, the airline who were due to fly the group to
Italy, has cancelled the flight due to the restructuring of their routes and
timetables.
All participants have received a letter from the manager at Harry Shaw
Group Travel, explaining the situation and providing options of how to
proceed. If anyone not booked on the original trip is interested to join the
venture, possibly in autumn, please get in touch with Jean Griffin.
Group leader Jean Griffin can be contacted by phone (see group list) or
by email via the pigeon on the Short Breaks webpage
https://u3asites.org.uk/evesham/page/34145

‘Sunny day at Snowshill’ by Ros Barber, Photography 2
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Group News
 Wine Tasting
Like so many others, the Wine Tasting group has been unable to meet as
usual during the pandemic. We do, however, get together via Zoom on a
Friday evening, usually with a glass in hand, for a general chat and a quiz.
People bring along six or eight questions for the other members to answer.
Often, they have nothing whatsoever to do with wine. However, for those of
you who may be interested, this Rhyme Time format from Richard Osman’s
House of Games was used for some wine-related teasers. Below you will
find an example, not wine-related, and then a little challenge. The answers
are on page 27.
Rhyme Time
Example - The White House incumbent from 2017-21 and a 1994 film about
a not very bright soul, played by Tom Hanks – Donald Trump & Forrest Gump
1.

A red grape variety and a leave of absence policy introduced by the
government during the first lockdown.
2. A white grape variety and the ‘nine-day’ Queen of England.
3. A white grape variety of Portugal and north-western Spain and the
current (Dec. 2020) manager of Tottenham Hotspur FC.
4. An American red grape variety and the top-selling album by
Meatloaf.
5. A white grape variety and a very large inland body of water bordered
by Azerbaijan, Iran and Turkmenistan to the south.
6. The main grape (at least 80%) of Chianti and other top Tuscan wines
and a wildflower commonly found growing in lawns.
7. A powerful red of Australia and the highest situated (above sea
level) capital in the world.
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8.

One for wine-buffs (two grape varieties this time) – the white grape
of Sancerre and the red grape of the Loire around Saumur, Chinon
and Bourgueil.
Grahame Percival

 French Beginners
For some years, we have run French conversation groups for members who
studied the language in the past or worked and lived in a French speaking
country, and who wished to continue to use their language skills. However,
there has always been a demand for a group aimed at members who want
to start learning the language.
With the arrival of Debbie Dyson, a retired teacher and previously from
Winchester u3a, we were at last in a position to start a small group in January
2020, meeting at Wallace House and using the same book which Debbie
used in Winchester, the BBC course ‘Talk French’. After only three lessons lockdown! Debbie sent worksheets to members by email, but we were
unable to develop the group further at the time.
Recently, we have restarted the group, using Zoom, unfortunately losing two
students who were too busy (!) but also gaining one new member. Kind
volunteers from French Conversation 2 are working through the book with
the students. Despite some technical problems, good progress has been
made, and, hopefully, we will shortly progress together to book 2. Travelling
time and expenses – nil!
Peter Scott

 Quiz Group
The group is now quizzing on Zoom and we meet on the fourth Tuesday of
each month at 2 pm. More members are welcome to join in. Just contact
John Boon. Our sessions are definitely not too serious! Quiz questions are
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also being emailed weekly to members, so even if Zoom is not your thing,
there is the chance to take part. Here is a little sample to get you in the
mood. The answers are on page 27.
1 How much is the word QUIZ worth in scrabble?
2 Who was Dr Who number 2?
3 Who wrote Rhapsody in Blue?
4 What sort of creature was Rudyard Kipling's Rikki Tikki Tavi?
5 Which of Henry VIII's wives was known as the ‘Flanders Mare’?
John Boon

 Travellers’ Tales
Although the group has not been able to meet, members have regularly
received travel stories via email. Places visited in these tales have included
Chile, Jordan and Papua New
Guinea. A Chile video travelogue is
available to watch via the
Travellers’ Tales webpage which
also has links to the stories about
Petra in Jordan and Papua New
Guinea, both in pdf format. Further
tales of faraway places will be
added in the future.
John Boon
‘The Treasury at Petra’ by John Boon

 French Conversation 2
A few days after the first lockdown began in March, our group leader Peter
Scott suggested that we could hold the regular fortnightly meetings via
Skype. About half the group decided to continue with French Conversation
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in this way and it has worked very well for us. Our thanks go to Peter for
keeping the group going under the difficult circumstances that the
pandemic has caused.
We meet on the first and third Thursday of the month from 10 - 12 pm and
take it in turns to lead the meetings. Everybody contributes articles on a
wide range of subjects regarding the French language, culture and current
affairs. Some we read out for listening practice, others are for translation
into English and some are topics to prepare and discuss. Each meeting
includes a quiz with a French theme or a light-hearted activity, such as a
version of ‘What’s my line?’ in French, in which one person chooses an
occupation and the other members attempt to identify it by asking
questions in French.
Recently, we have found the sound quality on Skype to be rather poor, so
we intend to change to Zoom for our future meetings. Our virtual
rendezvous are very enjoyable, but we all miss the face to face ones in the
Brew Bear Café in Evesham and look forward to a time when it will be
possible for these to resume.
Ruth Webb

 u3a Choir
Since the first lockdown, a core of u3a choir members have met every week
on Zoom to make music under the expert guidance of our enthusiastic
conductor Paula Evans and accompanist Chris Long. We have sung old
favourites and learnt new tunes, quite an achievement when we are singing
on our own at home!
When conditions allowed, a few of us met with other singers outdoors in the
lambing shed, situated by the old bridge at Pershore. Whilst maintaining
social distance and with no mingling allowed, being able to sing in a group
raised our spirits and reminded us of the joy that making music together can
bring. Thank you to Paula and Chris for keeping us going.
Helen Gledhill
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Group Timetable
To join any group you must be a member of u3a
First Week

Mon am

Architecture
Welsh for Beginners

Mon pm

Badminton 1
Mah-jongg

Tue am

Cycling for Pleasure
French Conversation 1
Latin
Paper craft
Spanish Improvers
Urban Sketchers
Walks over 4 m – 1 & 2
Choir
Local History
Yoga 3 (term time)

Tue pm

Wed am
Wed pm
Thu am

Painting for Pleasure
Skittles 1, Tai Chi
Monthly Meeting in
the Town Hall
Computers & Digital
Media
French Conversation 2
Yoga 1 & 2 (term time)

Thu pm

Croquet
Listening to Music 1
Modern Greek
Rock Band

Fri am

Classic Cinema
Country Dancing

Fri pm

Badminton 2
Board Games
Family Research
Brunch Bunch

Sun am

Second Week

Art Appreciation
Questions of Belief &
Doubt (term time)
Welsh for Beginners
Badminton 1
Concert Band
Rummikub
Travellers’ Tales
Golf for Fun
Listening to Music 2
Social Saunters
Village Strolls

Choir, Pétanque
Exploring Language
Jam Session
Patchwork & Quilting 1
Yoga 3 (term time)
Painting for Pleasure
Skittles 2,Table Tennis
Gardens and Country

Third Week

Welsh for Beginners

Badminton 1
Concert Band
Mah-jongg
Putting the World to
Rights
Shakespeare
Bookends
French Conversation 1
Paper craft
Photography 2
Spanish Improvers
Urban Sketchers
Walks over 4 m – 1 & 2
Choir
Yoga 3 (term time)

Painting for Pleasure
Skittles 1, Tai Chi
Philosophy

Aspects of Modern
History
German beginners
German intermediate
Needlecraft
Short Mat Bowls 1
Walks under 4 miles
Yoga 1 & 2 (term time)
China: The Country
German advanced
Needlecraft
Rock Band
Short Mat Bowls 2

Computers & Digital
Media
French Conversation 2
Yoga 1 & 2 (term time)

Book Friends
Italian Post-Beginners
Play reading
Badminton 2
Board Games
Bridge for Fun

Classic Cinema
Country Dancing

Croquet
Modern Greek
Rock Band

Badminton 2
Board Games
Family Research
Brunch Bunch
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Group Timetable
To join any group you must be a member of u3a

Fourth Week

Village Ambles with
Camera / Questions of
Belief & Doubt
Welsh for Beginners
Badminton 1
Concert Band
Rummikub

Final Week

Welsh for Beginners

Aspects of Modern
History
Book Club
German beginners
German intermediate
Needlecraft
Short Mat Bowls 1
Yoga 1 & 2 (term time)
German advanced
Needlecraft
Rock Band
Short Mat Bowls 2
Wine Tasting

Mon am

Day Trip Outings – Sue
Beneke
Badminton 1

Short Breaks UK and
abroad – Jean Griffin
Local
Amateur
Theatre (viewing) –
Betty Ballard

Golf for Fun
Photography 1

Choir, Jam Session
Patchwork & Quilting 1
Pétanque
Quiz Group
Yoga 3 (term time)
Skittles 2
Table Tennis

Ad - Hoc

Choir
Yoga 3 (term time)

Patchwork
and
Quilting 2 alternate
Wednesdays – Linda
Dunbar
Concert
Group
David Daniels

Current Affairs
Poetry
Scrabble & Upwords
Yoga 1 & 2 (term time)

Modern Greek
Rock Band

Bird Watching
Italian Post-Beginners

Science & Engineering

Badminton 2
Board Games
Bridge for Fun

Badminton 2
Board Games

Mon pm

Tue am

Tue pm

–

Wed am

Website Editors –
meet as required Roger Wyatt

Wed pm

You can email
group
leaders
through
the
website. Click on
the
messenger
pigeon on the
group page, and a
page will come up
to write your
message.

Thu pm

Thu am

Fri am
Fri pm
Sun am
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 Play Reading Group
The group has been inactive over the months of Covid. This is partly due to
difficulties in handing over from one group leader to another, but also to the
practical problems in borrowing materials and reading together. However, I
hope to re-instate the group as soon as we are allowed to meet. Also, by
the time you read this, we will hopefully have found alternative ways to
‘meet’ and share plays. So if you are interested in reading plays, having a bit
of fun and meeting people, please get in touch. I look forward to hearing
from you.
Margaret Fuller

 Gardens & Country
The end of the year came with a
period of very wet weather which
resulted in some local flooding in
Abbey Park and Riverside Gardens at
Christmas time. Once again, the
Rowing Club was inaccessible.
Another reason to hold Zoom
meetings! The last months of the
year also marked the beginning of a
collaboration with the Cam & Dursley
(C&D) u3a Garden Group, who were
just starting their own Zoom group
with external speakers. Their leader,
Danielle Ellis, contacted me in
October. We decided it would make
sense to join each other's talks,
especially as both groups belong to
the u3a Cotswold Link.
Evesham Abbey Park photos by Chas Bryer.
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In December we held joint events. On 1 December, our group was invited to
a talk entitled ‘High and Mighty - Tree Tales’ by Nancy Stevens who is based
in Scotland. The topics were ‘The Tree of a Hundred Horses’, ‘The plight of
Big Mike the banana’, and trees that featured in the film ‘2001 - A Space
Odyssey’. The talk was illustrated by many quality photos, the magnolia
shown here being one example.

Magnolia slide from the talk on ‘High and Mighty Trees’ by Nancy Stevens

The following week, we welcomed back Victoria Logue to speak on ‘The
Highs and Lows of Growing Vegetables’. Victoria's advice was to grow what
you like to eat, and to concentrate on easy to grow, low maintenance, high
cropping vegetables. The talk included lists of the most suitable vegetables
to grow, and the conditions they require for success. At the conclusion of
the talk, she answered questions across a range of subjects.
We enjoyed three talks in January. The first, arranged by C&D, covered the
subject of how to take better photographs of plants and gardens. Richard
Barnes discussed the basics of photography in easy to understand terms.
He challenged his listeners to ask the question ‘Why am I taking the photo?’
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He then elaborated on
how to use focussing
techniques, the use of light
levels and direction, the
composition and framing
of the image by good
positioning of the camera,
and lastly, the use of
movement to enhance the
image and thereby create
interesting effects. Each
section was illustrated by
examples. A most useful talk for the amateur garden photographer!
Photo by Richard Barnes – framing the image by good positioning

The second talk was by Dr Ian Bedford from Norfolk. His talk was entitled
‘Gardens for Us and Them’. From studying butterflies on the South Downs
as a youngster, he pursued a career in Research Entomology and ran the
Entomology Department at the John Innes Centre in Norwich. He explained
how home gardens can become valuable stepping stones for our wildlife in
the quest to connect the UK's National Parks and Nature Reserves. By
adding plants to our gardens which attract insects and encourage wildlife,
an effective food chain can be created whilst still being able to enjoy a
beautiful garden. The photos below demonstrate some of the main points
of Dr Bedford’s talk and are reproduced with his kind permission.
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The third talk in January was arranged by C&D and given by Darren Lerigo
on the topic of Topiary. More about this talk and the subsequent winter
talks in the next Newsletter. The programme of talks is as follows: Duncan
Coombs on ‘Hidcote’, Camilla Bassett-Smith on ‘TV Gardening’, Matthew
Biggs on ‘RHS gardens’, John Medlock on ‘Namibia’, David Morgan on ‘NGS
gardens’ and Adrian James on ‘Gardens of Paradise’.
We are remaining optimistic and are planning the return of garden visits for
our group. The first organised visit is to Bourton House Garden, provisionally
scheduled for 7 June 2021. This should be followed by visits to Highnam
House, the River School in Worcester and Ravelin in Hanley Swan. The status
of the Tulip Festival, due in early May, is being kept under review. New
information will be added to our webpage as it becomes available. Our
webpage contains photographs of plants,
gardens, country houses, countryside
and villages. Many thanks to Alan Cook
and Photography 2 for helping with the
photos on the website.
Lockdown
restrictions have reduced the number of
photographs being received, but we
expect this to change in the spring and
summer.
‘Festive Berrington Hall’ by Alan Cook
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In summary, there are 55 members in the
Gardens & Country group. Our Zoom speaker
programme this winter is being funded by a
subscription from each of our 34 Zoom
members. Details of all our events can be
found on the Gardens & Country group
webpage. If you would like to join the group,
please contact me via the pigeon on our
webpage.
Keep gardening, stay safe, and best wishes to
all.
Chas Bryer
https://u3asites.org.uk/evesham/page/30614
‘Crocus in Snow’ with movement by Richard Barnes

 Art Appreciation
We have become adept at Zoom, fortunately, as that’s all we’ve got! It is
good to see the rows of rectangles and know that we are still here and will
meet again. We look forward to group outings, eventually. Meanwhile, we
are taking it in turns to research and present art and artists, the two most
recent ones being Goya and Courbet.
Goya lived from 1746 until 1828, a long life for that period and a turbulent age
in Spanish history. He spent his life treading a tightrope between necessary
aristocratic patronage and subversive and humorous commentary on the
times. His compassion and humanity shone through his work, which
included daringly realistic portraits of royalty, but later in his life increasingly
veered towards the fate of the ordinary people, caught between the horrors
of war, starvation and hope for the return of their desired heir to the throne.
Goya suffered illness and complete deafness, but continued working until
his death at 82, still drawing, and in his own words, ‘still learning’.
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Courbet was a French anti-establishment artist, also living in restless times
through the February Revolution of 1848. His own life was turbulent enough,
which was partly his own doing, as his diplomacy skills were low to nonexistent. His art upraised the common people, which the upper classes did
not like and many reviled him, although enough admired him to buy his
paintings. He was revolutionary in an artistic sense, moving away from the
Romantic style. He is credited to be the ‘Father of Realism’. In the political
sense, he did less than he was blamed for, was ordered to pay an impossible
fine, fled to Switzerland and died of drink. A sad life, but his legacy of art is
now undisputed. Indeed, we wonder what the fuss was about.
We always welcome new members.
Caroline Bagshaw

 Photography 2
Now that winter has kicked in, we are meeting monthly via Zoom. We choose
a subject and each member submits three photos, which we show and
discuss. Not only has it been interesting from a photography perspective,
but a number of photos have brought back to mind memories and
adventures of a time when everything was a little more open. We had some
great discussions regarding local landmarks and enjoyed the memories they
brought back to us.

‘Avoncroft Museum’ by Sandra Woodfield (left) and Terry Woodfield (right)

Over the summer, we went on some socially distanced outings. We have
stored up some photos from those visits and they are shown on our
webpage. We went to Avoncroft Museum of Historic Buildings and Batsford
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Arboretum. We also operate a flickr page to which we load photos. We will
carry on meeting via Zoom until we can get out and about again.
Ros Barber

‘Batsford’ by Kath Robinson, Photography 2

 Modern Greek – down memory lane
This time last year we were all looking forward to Saturday the 18 January
and our visit to 'Greek On The Docks', a Greek restaurant in Gloucester,
which is literally on the docks! I was the photographer, so am not in the
picture, but most of our group and friends can be seen with their starters.
The food, surroundings and company were excellent in a perfect setting.
Everyone enjoyed it and I even got to dance for a short time! No one else
would join in! It was our first visit to this restaurant and we all wish we could
go back there again soon! I think, if we get the chance this year, we might
even visit it in the summer, just for a change. Let's hope this will be possible.
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We continue to meet on
Zoom
every
Thursday
afternoon, when we have a
catch-up chat before trying
to learn a bit more Greek!
We have so much fun! We
are so grateful to be able to
meet each other on Zoom,
in the safety of our own
homes and really enjoy our
sessions. But we are all
looking forward to meeting face to face at some time in the future.
Our group is still full for face-to-face meetings, but if there are any
Grecophiles out there who would like to join us on Zoom for a while, please
get in touch with me.
Mike Fraser

 Concert Band
We had planned to move our mini rehearsals of six players indoors for the
winter months, but sadly, just when we had found a Covid-secure venue,
lockdown restrictions were tightened and prevented it.
On the bright side, a
group of six of the
Concert Band musicians
were able to answer the
call
from
Evesham
Churches Together to
lead a short open-air
carol service in Market
Square on 12 December
2020.
We arranged
ourselves in a socially-
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distanced circle by the tree at the centre of the Market Square and by the
time we were ready to start, we had gathered quite a well-scattered crowd
keen to join in the carols or just listen. This replaced the usual Mince Pie
Giveaway with more emphasis on the carols, but no mince pies!
It was wonderful to provide a little festive diversion during such worrying
times and, hopefully, the coming months will see us once again playing at
full force at local Summer Fêtes.
Frances Kilburn

 German
The Corona virus stopped the u3a literally in its tracks, but the German
Conversation Group turned the disaster into an opportunity, due to the
virtual technology of Zoom. Apart from the language, we have learnt
something new again. That, after all, is what the u3a is all about: learning
and sharing with each other!
Thank you to all for grasping the nettle and joining. In the beginning we were
just a few, but gradually folks started to have confidence in speaking via the
screen. At our first January meeting we had in excess of 20 members
participating. Due to the different way of communicating via Zoom,
members are forced to speak more than during face-to-face meetings in
my lounge, which is a real bonus.
New members have also recently joined and are making a valuable
contribution to our meetings. Reg Pritchard is leading the first group from
10.00 - 11.15 am and I continue until 12.30 pm. All members have different
language abilities, but it is remarkable how the groups have gelled. We have
a flexible structure. Suggestions are sent out prior to a meeting to inform
members as to what we are going to talk about. Members’ ideas are also
invited. It is invaluable that all can participate and thus take ownership of
the group.
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Our topics generally revolve around everyday life, literature, art, music,
history, politics, poetry and fun. We have turned the difficult Covid situation
into a positive achievement! For more information please get in touch with
me by phone (see group list) or email me via the pigeon on the German
webpage.
Sophie Dodds

‘Deer family at Charlecote’ by Elaine Castleford, Photography 2

 Shakespeare
The Shakespeare Group continues to flourish with the monthly meetings
having increased from one face-to-face meeting pre-lockdowns to two via
Zoom on the first and third Monday at 2 pm.
Our recent play readings have dealt with two historical figures – ‘Richard II’
and ‘Henry IV - Part 1’, reflecting actual events in English history. We are now
starting on ‘The Winter’s Tale’, uniquely combining tragedy, comedy and,
yes, even a bit of romance!
No attendances at live or streamed Shakespeare performances are possible
at the moment, of course, but we live in hope of better things soon to come.
In the meantime, we have introduced the new feature ‘Sonnet of the Week’.

25

Every Monday, a group member chooses one from the 154 Sonnets for
circulation by email or mail, including a few words of introduction. And, by
the way, if you would like to taste the glorious language of the Sonnets with
no obligation, we would be delighted to include you in the weekly circulation
– just let me know by phone (see group list) or email me via the pigeon on
the Shakespeare webpage.
We also have a single vacancy in our group, so you have a quite rare firstcome, first-served chance to join our twice monthly Zoom sessions. No
pressure! You are welcome just to sit in and listen if play reading isn’t your
thing. We would love to hear from you.
David Daniels

‘Autumn coming’ by Helen Barlow
‘Meadow Brown butterfly ‘on a flower’ by
Chris Beaver, both Photography 2
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 Welsh for Beginners
This recently formed Group has been hugely successful, with almost 100%
attendance at each weekly ‘lesson’. We have been extremely fortunate to
find an experienced tutor to guide our stumbling feet, and we meet with him
via Zoom for an hour at 9.00 am every Monday morning.
However, we were having such fun that once a week was not enough for us,
so we began meeting up for coffee, also once a week, to pursue our interest
on a more informal basis. Since lockdown, this has become a virtual coffee
morning each Friday at 11 am via Zoom. We are an extremely friendly group,
very strong on mutual support, and it is a real pleasure to be involved. So
we hope the next bit will be of special interest to you!
Because we are following the ‘Say Something in Welsh’ online programme,
which allows us to work at our own pace, we are able to welcome new
members at any time. So if you have ever thought of enhancing your Welsh
holiday experience by speaking a bit of the language to hugely appreciative
shop keepers and café owners in Aberystwyth or Porthmadog, or you just
like the idea of a new challenge, you can still come and join us! Just give me
a phone call for further details about how it all works – my number is on the
group list. It’s exciting stuff, we promise you! Diolch yn fawr - Thank you
very much.
David Daniels
Quiz Answers
Wine Tasting – Rhyme Time
1. Merlot / furlough 2. Chardonnay / Lady Jane Grey 3. Alvarinho or Albariño/José Mourinho
4. Zinfandel / Bat out of Hell 5. Pinot Gris or Sauvignon Gris / the Caspian Sea 6. Sangiovese /
daisy 7. Shiraz / La Paz 8. Sauvignon Blanc / Cabernet Franc
Quiz Group
1. 22

2. Patrick Troughton

3. George Gershwin

4. Mongoose

5. Anne of Cleves
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Reflections at Croome – Photography 2

Photo by Mike Fraser

Photo by Sandra Woodfield

28

Group Name

Contact

Fee

Architecture

Ian Lloyd-Oswell

£3.00

Art Appreciation

Caroline Bagshaw

£3.00

Aspects of Modern History

Sheila Himsworth

50 p

Badminton 1

Cefn Blundell

£1.50

Badminton 2

Teresa Green

£2.00

Bird Watching

Tony Stephens

£1.00

Board Games

Peter Aggett

Free

Book Club

Sue Griffiths

Varies

Bookends

Muriel Gealer

Book Friends

Nicky Goddard

Bridge for Fun

Liz Rodway

Brunch Bunch (Sundays)

Pat Ansell

China: The Country

David Ralph

£3.00

Choir

Peter Scott

£3.00

Classic Cinema

Richard Hunt

£2.00

Computers & Digital Media

John Scotland

£2.00

Concert Band (playing)

Roger Wyatt

£2.00

Concert Group

David Daniels

Varies

Country Dancing

Brenda & Phil Morton

£4.00

Croquet

Paul Griffin

50p

Current Affairs

Tony Lane

£1.00

Cycling for Pleasure

Chris Davis

Free

Day Trip Outings

Sue Beneke

Varies

Exploring Language

Chris Robinson

Varies

Family Research

Diane Nicholls

£2.50

French Beginners

Peter Scott

£3.00

French Conversation 1

Sally Hammond

50p

French Conversation 2

Peter Scott

Free

Gardens & Country

Chas Bryer

Varies

German (3 groups)

Sophie Dodds

£2.00

Golf for Fun

David Bentley

Green fee

Italian (no email)

Keith Bridgwater

Jam Session - Pop, Rock etc

Bob Davies

£3.00

Latin

Caroline Bagshaw

£2.50

Listening to Music 1

David Daniels

Listening to Music 2

Frances Platman

Free
£1.00

Local Amateur Theatre

Betty Ballard

50p
£2.00
£2.00
Brunch

£1.50

£2 + tickets
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Group Name

Contact

Fee

Local History

Sue Boyes

£3.00

Mah-jongg

Carla Auger

£4.00

Modern Greek

Mike Fraser

50 p

Needlecraft

Helen Barlow

£1.50

Painting for Pleasure

Mary Simpson

Papercraft

TBA

Patchwork & Quilting 1

Pam Overd

£2.50

Patchwork & Quilting 2

Linda Dunbar

£1.00

Pétanque

Paul Griffin

£1.00

Philosophy

Mike Bagshaw

£2.00

Photography 1

Mike Tittensor

£3.00

Photography 2

Ros Barber

£1.00

Play reading

Margaret Fuller

Poetry

Andy Brister

Varies

Putting the World to Rights

Ian Simpson

£1.50

Questions of Belief & Doubt

Jane Couper

Free

Quiz

John Boon

Rock Band

Grahame Percival

£4.00

Rummikub

Carla Auger

£4.00

Science & Engineering

Alan Eames

£2.00

Scrabble & Upwords

Jean Simpson

Varies

Shakespeare

David Daniels

£3.00

Short Breaks

Jean Griffin

Varies

Short Mat Bowls 1

Fred/Sue Copestake

£2.00

Short Mat Bowls 2

Muriel Barnett

£2.00

Skittles 1

Mary Greenwood

Free

Skittles 2

Sue Beneke

Free

Social Saunters

Wendy Mogg

Spanish Improvers

Chris Robinson

Table Tennis

Ken Maden

£2.00

Tai Chi

Jen Woodford

£5.00

Travellers’ Tales

John Boon

£1.00

Urban Sketchers

Mike Bagshaw

Village Ambles with Camera

Clive Allen

£1.00

Village Strolls

Terry Woodfield

£1.00

Walks Over 4 Miles 1

Mike Cawson

£1.00

Walks Over 4 Miles 2

J/M Alexander- Head

£1.00

Walks Under 4 Miles

Judy Smith

£1.00

£2.00
50p

£1.60

70p

Free
Varies

Free
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Group Name

Contact

Fee

Website Editors

Roger Wyatt

Free

Welsh for Beginners

David Daniels

Wine Tasting

Grahame Percival

£5.00

Yoga 1

Jane Mason

Varies

Yoga 2

Lyn Heaney

Varies

Yoga 3

Lesley Clarke

Varies

£10/month

‘First glimpse of Petra’
Photo by John Boon, Travellers’ Tales
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Website
https://u3asites.org.uk/evesham/home
Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/groups/854443105078495
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