Chairman’s Update September 2021

Epsom & Ewell
https://u3asites.org.uk/epsom-ewell/home
Email enquiries to: u3aepsom@gmail.com

LEARN, LAUGH & LIVE
Hello Friends,
Finally!
We have had our first members’ outing to Frogmore
Paper Mill. It was a lovely day out; details and pictures
are later in this update.
We also had a day trip to Poole with a boat trip and a
steam train ride. Pictures later in this update.
Our afternoon tea at Burford Bridge is filling up nicely
and we are sharing the afternoon with our cluster
sharing u3a’s of Reigate & Redhill and Horley. We’ve
shared a lot over these past 18 months so we’re looking
forward to sharing a convivial afternoon with friends.
Also, this month we are back LIVE at Bourne Hall. Please
book via the events page so that the room can be
prepared safely for us. Hand sanitiser will be on the
desk and masks or face coverings will need to be worn
when moving around in the venue.

Notice of
AGM
Our October 4th
monthly speaker event
will be preceded by
our ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING.
It is important that as
many members as
possible attend please.
We have a very
entertaining speaker
lined up to follow.
Travel Team Update
Please keep an eye on
the travel diary page of
the website. Irene is
starting to plan for 2022
and would like your
feedback on ideas that
she will be advertising
before she finalises any
bookings.
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Travel Team Update
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Message from Jenny & Brenda your Group Coordinators
We are pleased to report that some of our groups are now starting face
to face meetings.
However, please remember to only attend a meeting if you are well
enough to do so and group leaders should ask members to check their
own personal risk assessment before mixing with other members.
Some of the smaller study and interest groups such as History,
Languages and Pastimes are restarting either in gardens or sometimes
indoors due to inclement weather, however some are continuing on
zoom or similar.
The science group, which joins with Sutton and Banstead u3a’s, have a
large number of members who mostly travel by public transport to
Sutton as do the speakers. They hope to get back together in the future
but they along with some of our other larger groups are struggling with
the limitations that are imposed due to the size of the groups.
Initial meetings are gradually being set up for some of the potential new
groups that members have registered an interest for.
There have been quite a few requests so please be patient as we are
working through the list. Please remember to check your emails as we
are inviting members to attend a preliminary meeting before a new
group can be set up; this is proving time consuming as members are
not replying regarding their availability.
A few of the new groups are starting in September so please check the
website for new groups with vacancies and spaces available for
existing groups.
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**Walking Cricket**
Update for members interested in Walking Cricket. Twenty20cricket are
now starting a group in the Rainbow Centre in Epsom commencing
September 17th from 1-2pm. Sessions will be £3 payable on the day
before the meeting. Please check the group details on the website as
spaces are limited.

New Rescue Dogs Groups
We have a new group starting for owners or
prospective owners of Rescue dogs. The idea
of the group will be to get together and share
hints and tips regarding rescue dogs and also
to eventually head out for walks together as
we have so much lovely open countryside for
your dogs to enjoy.
Check our groups page and contact our
group coordinator Jenny via the Rescue dogs
page on the website.

New Scrabble Group
We have a new scrabble for pleasure
group that is currently being set up.
Please contact our group coordinator
Brenda via the Scrabble page on the
website and she will get interested
members together to discuss time and day
to meet etc.
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Garden Visiting Group

Beer Tasting Group

The Garden Wanderers went for a
day of wandering in Sussex this
month. We took the opportunity to
car share and travel to Nymans
National Trust Garden and the
Sussex Prairie Gardens. Recent rain
had resulted in fantastic displays
and the abundance at the Prairie
Garden was really impressive. The
weather really improved as the
day progressed, it was very warm
by the time we sat down for tea.

The beer tasting buddies were
delighted that our venue of choice
was pretty much back to normal,
and we no longer had to fiddle
about with apps. and limited
choices. It was quite a celebration
evening in the marquee this month,
as the picture will confirm.

New
Model
Railway
Group
This new group will start in
September. Please check the
website for details as this group has
space for more members.
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Exploring London 8

Exploring Architecture Group

August saw 11 of us heading
along the river bank starting at
Kingston bridge. We were very
lucky with the weather, not too
hot and the rain held off which
was excellent. We stopped at a
little café for coffee and cakes
and a comfort break and then
wandered along to Teddington
Lock for lunch at Tide End
Cottage.

The Architecture group took a trip to
Dorking, where we managed to
explore many other aspects of the
Georgian and Victorian buildings of
the town. The picture shows group
members with the remnants of wall
paintings dated from James 1st,
found during the rebuilding of the
Robert Dyas premises. We managed
to discuss some aspects of adjacent
building history with a resident of an
ex-abattoir, and generally found so
much of historic interest in one of our
local towns that we were hardpressed to complete the trip in half a
day.
The group will be exploring the area
surrounding Victoria on our next
meeting. We offer a warm welcome
to any U3A members who would like
to join us for a taster session on the
15th September.

Page 7 of 14

Jazz Group Update from group leader Mike Stevens
Geoff Hiscott with his Otis B Driftwood Showband gave us an excellent
concert on Tuesday August 10th, much enjoyed by members and visitors.
Having restarted jazz concerts here with two monthly u3a jazz meetings I am
now happy to step aside and let others have a go, so there will be no more
u3a jazz Tuesday meetings until December.
I would like to thank all who supported our July and August meetings.
Several more jazz events are now opening up in our area and I urge you to
give them your full support.
Other Local Epsom & Ewell Jazz Events
Monday 6th September 8pm Epsom Playhouse Studio Jazz club – Hugh
Croziers Band. And then continuing on alternate Mondays.
Friday 17th September 2pm Red Hot and Blue at All Saints Hall, West Ewell £7
and then every third Friday. Flyer on the Jazz Group page of the website.
Thursday 14th October – Royal Academy of Music – Keith Nichols Memorial
Concert. Full details on the Jazz group page of the u3a website.
Also, our Christmas Party with Enrico Tomasso’s Hot Five with a Keith
Nichols Tribute concert. Full details on the Jazz group page of the u3a
website.
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Chess Group restarting with a new format.
Our Chess group leader, Viv, has noticed a decline in membership and
obviously Covid and lockdown has not helped. She has therefore decided to
change the format of the group slightly and welcome new members who are
beginners to the game of chess and will need some coaching in the fine art
of chess playing.
Chess is a brilliant strategy game and helps to keep the mind active.
The group meets at the Longmead Centre in Sefton Road, Epsom every
Tuesday at 10.00am
Contact Viv by clicking on the link on our website groups page.

Exploring London 13
In August Exploring London 13 were walking from Waterloo to Victoria. Gill
led seven of us on a fascinating tour of Whitehall and Piccadilly explaining
the origins and current use of many of the buildings. We took a break during
the walk to partake of a very good pub lunch near Admiralty Arch. Then
fortified we took in some culture in Haymarket and Piccadilly before
crossing Green Park and passing Buckingham Palace and the Royal Mews,
the latter part of the walk at increased speed as the rain came down rather
heavily. It was so good to be back in central London and we look forward
to our next walk, which was scheduled for this time last year.
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New Church Crawlers Group
This new group which will have its first meeting in September. The intention
is to visit all the local churches in Epsom & Ewell, of which there are 29 in the
borough according to Wikipedia, so should keep us occupied for a couple
of years at least before we head further afield.
The first church will be St Martins in Epsom which has lots of history attached
to it and is nice and local for a first meeting.
Also, after we have explored the church and its grounds, if any members
would like to join us we’re heading into Epsom for a coffee.
All interested members will be notified of the first meeting date as soon as
it’s been confirmed.

New Town Study Group
The inaugural meeting for this group will take place in September. All
members who have registered an interest have been contacted and
asked for their availability in order that the first meeting can be scheduled.
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OUR SURVEY SAYS: Members made clear in the membership survey they did not
want an increase in membership fees in order to cover venue hire for groups
when not all groups need a venue, which is understandable. This raises the
question of how do members who pay for internet access feel about paying
towards the print and postage costs of members not online?
All members pay exactly the same fee £15.00 per year and some members have
recently queried how are we keeping in touch with members not online, bearing
in mind that we try to do all communications via email or the website as this is
more cost effective. After all it is your money that we’re spending.
We have various costs that have to be paid every year for each member which
are as follows:
£3.50 u3a subscription – this is paid to our national office and is for the insurance
cover for our activities and licenses such as PPL/PRS which enable us to play
music and use musical scores etc. legally.
£1.00 Beacon – this is the membership database system we use to store members’
records securely in order to comply with GDPR
£3.50 Third Age Matters Magazine – this is delivered to members five times a year
unless you opt out.
That totals £8.00 which leaves us at local level £7.00 per member to cover the
expenses of running your u3a.
We currently have 954 members of which 71 are not online, within that there are
four couples. Therefore, households needing to be contacted by Royal mail
equates to 67.
Some u3a’s charge more for members who wish to receive hard copies of
newsletters etc. for whatever reason, some of them charge as much as double.
Our problem is that with only £7 per member available, just the postage at
66pence 2nd class would cost £7.92 per year, before printing costs are added.
We’re open to suggestions
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Epsom & Ewell u3a working with the local community
During August the Ewell Changemakers had lots of meetings and
made plans. On August 3rd there was a zoom meeting which was
attended by the team leaders of the changemakers, our local MP
Chris Grayling, several of our local councilors and representatives of
the federation of small businesses.
Sue presented on behalf of the u3a members whose role in the
initiative is to try to discover what will make Ewell village a destination
and feed those ideas to the other teams. We have identified that a
destination needs 10 things to draw people to it. We have our history,
the Hogsmill, our shops which are improving and more are opening:
Feasty Fest hopefully on September 18th, a new artisan bakery, our
churches, our museum etc. Janette Gledhill (u3a) has finished
working on Walking Trail number three and that is being checked by
Bourne Hall museum staff. We also discovered that since 2009 there
has been a Ewell Trail around the village that was the work of the Ewell
Rotary club. However, the notices were in a sorry state. We’ve
cleaned some but there’s more to be done.

Before

After
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On the 9th August members of the local area
met for the AGM of Glyn Hall. Not a big turnout
but definitely enough members of the local
community interested in preserving this legacy.
New trustees have now been appointed to
protect the future of the hall.
Michael Arthur one of the existing trustees is
continuing in office and the new trustees are:
Suzie Sinhary, Emily Leonard, Fiona Bath (u3a),
Tony Skelton (u3a), and Brian Angus.

Theatre Trips restarting
Jill Ryan, our travel team theatre organizer, has reserved tickets for two shows
at the Charles Cryer Theatre. She decided to start with a local venue as
members will hopefully feel more comfortable with a provincial theatre.
The first show is The Jersey Boys on Sunday 10th October at 6pm and the
second one is The Evening Shadows on Sunday 12th December at 6pm.
Jill has been very pleased with the interest shown by members and tickets are
selling fast. If you are interested contact Jill via the travel diary on our website.
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CHANGES TO MONTHLY
PRESENTATIONS.

We are now back at
Bourne Hall
For LIVE events
Please make sure you
book your seat.
Hand sanitiser will be
available at the door
and masks or face
covering will be
needed for when you
are moving around the
venue.

And that brings us to the end of August. It’s very encouraging to see groups
starting to meet face to face, our travel team have finally managed to get some
members out and about on two coach trips, and our first walk and talk in London
will be on the 22nd September, full details on the events page.
Booking for the September and October live and Zoom speaker events are also
now open, check the website for other local events and group updates as we
have a few NEW groups starting.
Take care and stay safe,
Tony

Page 14 of 14

