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Chairman’s Update November 2021 
 

 Epsom & Ewell   
https://u3asites.org.uk/epsom-ewell/home 

Email enquiries to: u3aepsom@gmail.com 

 

LEARN, LAUGH & LIVE 

 

Hello Friends,  

Another month has passed and quite a few of our 

groups are restarting. Cautiously at first, especially 

as we head into the winter but hopefully most of you 

will be having your booster jab and also your flu jab 

and obviously continuing to take any necessary 

precautions to protect yourselves and others around 

you. 

Our AGM went well and we now have a secretary, 

Fiona Bath and a new treasurer Sue Skelton. As 

mentioned, and minuted at the AGM, as soon as the 

bank have authorised our two new signatories, I will 

ask the bank to remove David Leggett and myself 

from the signatories list.  

Unfortunately, our November and December meetings at Bourne Hall will be 

face to face only as the work involved in setting up a hybrid meeting, although 

not strenuous, does require a couple more volunteers to deal with various 

aspects. If any members would like to offer their services, I would be extremely 

grateful in order that we can continue with hybrid meetings in the new year for 

those members not able or willing to attend in person. 

 

Remembrance 

 

   

We are now back at 

Bourne Hall 

For LIVE events 

Please make sure you 

book your seat. 

Hand sanitiser will be 

available at the door 

and masks or face 

covering will be 

needed for when you 

are moving around the 

venue. 
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Travel Team Update 

For October, 11 members joined Justin our Blue Badge tour guide for a 

walk and talk about the life and works of Ian Fleming and where the 

inspiration for James Bond came from. 

We learnt about the films produced by EON Productions, (apparently 

EON stands for Everything or Nothing according to people close to 

Broccoli and Saltzman). We discovered the people who inspired 

Fleming and where the name M came from! We also looked at various 

sites in London of significance, including the former American Embassy 

which was apparently the only American Embassy in the world for 

which the Americans did not own the freehold. They’ve since moved 

out and the area is now known as the ‘Qatari Quarter’ as Qatar’s 

wealthiest investors now own more than £1 billion worth of property in 

London’s poshest Mayfair postcodes. 

We also discovered that Ian Fleming wrote Chitty, Chitty, Bang, Bang. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                    Obviously very similar vehicles!!!!! 
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CHRISTMAS SPECIAL 

BRICK LANE MUSIC HALL – SATURDAY 4
TH

 DEC. 

JOIN US FOR DINNER AND A SHOW £60 PER HEAD 

CHECK THE EVENTS PAGE TO BOOK WITH IRENE 
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Beer Group 

 

The beer group's formal tasting 

took place at The Hope 

Carshalton as usual.  

 

Additionally, we had lunch 

together at a local beer festival at 

the same venue as our social 

meeting.  

 

We have been obliged to travel 

for the selection of beers but are 

hopeful that a new pub group 

coming to Epsom this winter will 

allow us to taste locally again in 

the near future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Current Affairs group meets on 

the 2nd Monday of each month at 

2pm at the Court Farm Garden 

Centre, off Ewell By Pass. 

The venue is nice and light and airy 

and has plenty of car parking. 

Each participant suggests a topical 

subject, perhaps from a newspaper 

or a recent television programme. 

This is then discussed by the group. 

Inevitably the discussion then 

moves on to other topics. 

No preparation is required. 

For more details check the website 

group page and contact the group 

leader - Maureen Young 
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The U3A Beer Tasting Group has been gathering on the 2nd Thursday monthly since 

June 2019, originally in Ewell, and latterly in Carshalton. We blind taste and assess 6, 

1/3rd pint, glasses of very varied beers per evening, we score and rate each beer, 

and distribute the results. The scores vary reflecting individual tastes, but last month’s 

vote scored a 7% stout called Downlands CAM-RAA and the Masters of the 

Brewniverse in the top spot. Space at our current venue allows for a larger group than 

would be usual to attend so the scoring is lively and convivial. It’s a busy and full 

tasting group, but we may have space for additional people, particularly for our social 

evenings. 

Of course, we do not expect our members to always want to drink the full quantity of 

the beers we order, but it is of high standard at our current venue. It’s a mixed group 

and we have adventurous female group members who are happy to try something 

different. 

In the past we have visited beer festivals and other local events as a group, there are 

plans to restart these visits soon, on a social basis, rather than as formal tastings. We 

also arrange less structured social events in various venues in our locality on the 4th 

Thursday monthly. Socially we also have a WhatsApp group, but organisation of 

tastings is by email. 

During lockdown we worked hard to continue to meet formally once a month, and 

developed an informal monthly social, by Zoom. We bought supplies online for the 

group and delivered to each other directly, which allowed us to continue with our 

tastings online using two zoom meetings back-to-back. We are a chatty group so at 

times Zoom made it both hilarious and frustrating so we were delighted to be in a 

position to meet up in person again this summer. We have met outside, when possible, 

in all sorts of circumstances, the Christmas lunch when we sat outside with coats and 

blankets last December was really quite memorable. 

Our chosen venue has to be special; the venue has to be able to meet our tasting 

requirements with variety and smaller glasses, and also fit in our reservation for a 

larger group, but we are always on the lookout for local alternatives to try and we 

have hopes of a possible new venue in Epsom due to open this winter.  

Simon & Anne Norman 
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Garden Wanderers Group 

 
The Garden Wanderers Group went to Wisley 
Gardens this month to visit the Taste of Autumn 
event and to see the autumn colours developing 
in the borders. The picture enclosed is our group 
members back in the glasshouse after a long 
break, with our friend the hippo!  
 
Our outing to the winter lights and fire festival at 
Polesdon Lacey, originally scheduled for January 
this year, was rescheduled to this month. 
Unfortunately, not all could attend the new date, 
but the group is now large enough to be able to 
find others amongst our members to use the 
spare tickets. This is the start of lights in the 
gardens for winter, we are now all keenly looking 
forward to visiting Wisley Glow in December. 
 
Now that summer is waning, our garden visits will 
return to our winter times, we will be back to 
once-a-month outings from November. However, 
we have decided to go back to twice monthly 
visits for the summer peak in 2022 as it proved to 
be popular. 

 

 

Ten Pin Bowling Group 

Our established Ten Pin 

Bowling group has space 

for more members. They 

meet up every Tuesday 

morning at Charrington 

Bowl at Tolworth. They 

play three games at a 

cost of £3.30 per game. 

For more details contact 

Jon the group leader via 

the website. (Currently 

David is helping with the 

admin for the group) 

 



   

  Page 8 of 14 

   
 

 

Our Reading Group would like to welcome more members. 

Our reading group meet at the group leader’s house at 2.30pm on the first 

Monday of each month.  

We mostly choose novels, preferably of a good literary standard, but not 

necessarily, one which has won an award. At the start of each meeting, we give 

each member a chance to give their brief general impression of the book we 

are going to discuss. Naturally our opinions often differ and this makes the 

meeting more lively, even quite excitable, but always convivial. 

Contact Marjory the group leader via the website for details. 

 

 

Exploring London 8 

October, we headed up to London for a stroll rather than a very planned walk. 

It’s really nice just to be out and about again with friends. Maureen showed 

us shops that sell clothing for men that are way above our price range!! And 

we wandered around parts of Covent Garden and the back streets of London. 

Also, some members of the group found a fascinating shop window with Harry 

Potter bank notes. 

The highlight of the trip was a visit to the Queens Chapel at the rear of the 

Savoy Hotel and a very helpful curator who told us all about the chapel and 

the people who use it and the beautiful stained-glass windows. Brilliant treat 

and well worth other walking groups doing. 

Coffee was in the Crypt Café next to St Martins in the Field and lunch was in 

Chandos. 
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“Singing For Pleasure” returned to Longmead at the beginning of September, 

(photo was taken at our first session) Members are slowing returning and 

enjoying being together once more. Last Friday ( 1st October) we had a Country 

and Western Session, quite a few cowboys turned up with a couple of Sheriffs to 

make sure all went smoothly (namely Dilys and Jenny).  

We are welcoming new members who have been on a waiting list bringing our 

numbers up again to just under 60 members, at the moment we average 28 at 

each session but this will increase as time goes on, we are planning for 

Christmas  but we are not sure whether we will be able to perform a Concert 

to Longmead Members this Christmas, due to Covid regulations at Longmead 

Centre, which is understandable,  but we will always “ learn, laugh, and sing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October: Friday’s singing session was full of “ups and downs”. 31 members 
were all seated ready  to start our session at Longmead when the fire alarm 
went off, so everyone had to quickly vacate the building waiting for the fire 
brigade( luckily they weren’t needed).  It was the toaster in the kitchen which 
set off a sensor, so what did we do whilst we were waiting outside  for the all 
clear? Well off course we started singing, I got the members into 2 groups 
and we did a round of Frere Jacques, followed by “He’s got the whole world 
in his hands”. Longmead Staff really enjoyed this impromptu concert.

 Eventually we were allowed back into the Hall but things went wrong 
again after that: I managed to play the wrong tracks twice for 2 songs, but 
everyone really enjoyed the session and commented “it lifted their spirits 
having such a fun morning”. Dilys and I hope November's sessions are less 

stressful  
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Rosie and Sue are finally able to restart 

Tea’n’Talk, Coffee & Cake 

If you’re looking for company for your morning coffee and 

like a chat, join Rosie & Sue and other like-minded 

members. The group meets on a different day each month 

in order that as many members as possible can enjoy the 

excellent coffee and cake at Roots Café in Epsom 

Methodist Church from 10.00am – 11.30am 

Don’t worry if you’re coming for the first time on your own, 

Rosie and Sue will be there to welcome you. 

Please check the website and book your seat with Sue.                       

Forthcoming dates:  

2021 - Thursday 4th November, Friday 19th November, 

Monday 19th December  

2022 – Wednesday 12th January, Friday 4th February, 

Tuesday 15th March 

 

 

 

Are you interested in Scrapbooking? 

Contact Brenda our group 

coordinator and she will add your 

name to the list of interested 

members and if there is enough 

interest, she will get members 

together to form a new group. 
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We’ve recently had members asking if we have groups covering 

millinery, dressmaking and stamp collecting. 

Is this something that interests you? If so, contact Brenda our group 

co-ordinator and she will get members together to hopefully form a 

few new groups.     

     

 

 

Our group coordinators have been working very hard to get new 

groups started that have been requested by members. Obviously, 

during lockdown they have been keeping lists of interested 

members and finally some new groups are starting. 

Following on from Model Railways and Church Crawlers, which both 

started in September, we have a Crime Fiction group starting in 

November. 

We also have a few members who have requested a flamenco 

group. We have a flamenco guitarist who has very kindly offered to 

play for the group and we are currently trying to find a venue with a 

sprung floor which is necessary for this type of dance and also a 

choreographer. 

And for those members who have registered an interest in Ballroom 

dancing, we’re working on it. 

If you’ve registered an interest, please be patient as Brenda and 

Jenny are working their way through the list of requests. 
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Our Music Appreciation Group had space to welcome more members. 

This group meet at the leaders’ house at 2pm on the second Tuesday of each 

month. 

We play mainly classical music on C.D.’s and each member in turn presents 

their own choice of music. This could be the music of a particular composer, 

country, period, instrument etc. 

Each member is not expected to lecture about the music, but just a few words 

of introduction can be useful. Most C.D.’s contain a few notes which give some 

information.  

Tea and biscuits are provided during the session at about halfway point, 

provided there are no ongoing restrictions.  

We also normally have a Christmas lunch at a local restaurant. 

                         Contact the group leader: Marjory via the website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scrabble for Pleasure 1 

This group has restarted post 

lockdown with a new leader.  

They have space for more 

members.  

Contact Brenda via the group 

page on the website to register 

an interest. 
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And that brings us to the end of October.  

Irene is still taking bookings for the Brick Lane Music Hall on December 4th and 

she also has a few seats remaining for Llanddudno July 2022 as we are hoping 

to take 2 coaches. 

Booking for the November and December live and mid-month Zoom events are 

also now open, check the website for events and group updates. 

Take care and stay safe,    

Tony  

We are now back at  

Bourne Hall  

For LIVE events 

Please make sure you 

book your seat. 

Hand sanitiser will be 

available at the door 

and masks or face 

covering will be 

needed for when you 

are moving around the 

venue. 

 
DON’T FORGET YOUR 

CUP FOR YOUR FREE 

TEA/COFFEE AND 

BISCUITS. 


