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Chairman’s Update   May 2021 
 

 Epsom & Ewell    
https://u3asites.org.uk/epsom-ewell/home 

Email enquiries to: u3aepsom@gmail.com 

 

LEARN, LAUGH & LIVE 

 

Hello Friends,                                                            

Welcome to this month’s chairman’s update.        

This is a packed issue and has news on our plans as 

we finally move out of lockdown.                                            

Our external activities groups have started meeting 

again in gardens and public spaces, in groups of six 

and we expect this to grow as confidence returns to 

our membership.                                                        

The membership renewals have now completed 

and as expected, due to various reasons our 

numbers are about 10% down. However, on a more 

positive note we have managed to attract 23 new 

members since the 1st of March.                                                                          

As the vaccination roll out enters its final stages for 

our demographic, the Covid page will be updated 

until the end of May. Thank you to all those who took 

part, your involvement provided a very useful insight 

into how our members were progressing through the 

rollout.  

Happy reading. 

 

 

 

**Joan Deering** 

This month we start by 

sending best wishes 

for a very happy 

birthday to one of our 

longest serving 

members. 

Joan joined us in 1991 

to learn Spanish, as 

her daughter had 

moved to Spain to 

teach English as a 

Foreign Language, 

and has been a 

member ever since. 

For many years Joan 

led one of our history 

groups but with 

advancing years has 

handed the reins over 

to Sheila Walker. Joan 

still keeps in regular 

contact with her u3a 

friends. 

https://u3asites.org.uk/epsom-ewell/home
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We also have our own Facebook page with 

our latest news updates 

Coffee with the 

Committee 

If you’d like to be a fly 

on the wall at the next 

committee meeting 

then head over to the 

events page and book 

a place. 

Next committee 

meeting is on 6th May 

at 10.30am 
*Calling all New Members* 

New members’ coffee  

Come along and meet the 

committee, and learn about Epsom 

& Ewell u3a and what we do in the 

local community, and the benefits 

of being a member. 

Next Coffee Morning                              

12th May 10.30am 

Book on the events page 

Chessington Chat and Epsom 

Connections magazines 

Have you noticed our 

advertisements? 

Chessington Chat Page14 

May 2021 issue 

 They advertise our upcoming 

events which appear either in 

the community corner or the 

what’s on section of the 

magazines. 
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A special update for our walking groups 

We are showing a Slow Ways video on 

Wednesday 5th May. This is a shared learning initiative that the u3a are 

promoting and would like our members to get involved in as we emerge from 

lockdown and restrictions ease. Sign up via the events page to watch the Slow 

Ways presentation. 

 

*New Group Ideas* 

The response to our list of 

ideas for new groups has 

been very interesting. A lot 

of members have 

registered an interest in 

various subjects. Full 

details further on in this 

month’s update. 

 



   

  Page 4 of 10 

   
 

 

Exploring London 13 – Sue Russell 

The group are gradually emerging from                                            

lockdown and have been for a socially                                            

distanced walk in Priory Park in Reigate. 

Family Historians 

On May 26th we have part 2 of the Advanced Genealogy course that is 

presented by Toni Neobard who is the chair of                                

Hawkswell Village u3a and also leads their                                             

family history groups. 

This part deals with how to break                                                                                      

down the brick walls. 

For details and booking form go to the                                                    

events page on the website.  
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Ballroom Dancing 

There are 16 members on the list who 

have expressed an interest. As this 

would be an indoor group it will not be 

able to start until later in the year. We 

have been in contact with Beccles 

u3a who have previously run a 

Ballroom Dancing group and they 

have advised us of the DVD that they 

used to run their group. 

 

 

 

 

 

Walking Cricket   

We are in the process              

of setting up the             

walking cricket                 

group. We have                      

13 members who                      

have so far expressed an 

interest and we are in 

discussions with Darren Talbot, 

the Managing director of 

Twenty20 cricket, to secure us 

a venue to play on a day that 

suits our members. We were 

initially offered the Cobham 

Avorians pitch but our 

members felt that was too far 

to go so Darren is investigating 

a more local venue for us. 

 

  Town Study Group 

Nine members have registered for this 

group. Check the website for full 

details of how Reading have been 

operating this group for over 25 years. 

Hopefully we can get this one started 

within the next couple of months.  
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Exploring Architecture – Ann Norman 

The exploring architecture group is now 

meeting again. We took a gentle walk 

around the village of Ashtead to find many 

building gems including the oldest building 

in the area where the homeowner popped 

out to explain more about his property as 

we were admiring it. We are currently a 

smaller group and are always open to a 

few new members joining us on our building 

visits. 

 

 

 

 

Potential Groups 

As more members register 

an interest, we can look at 

setting up more groups.  

Between one and five 

members have so far 

expressed an interest in the 

following groups. 

Jewelry Making           

Model Railways           

Carpet Bowls            

Juggling                    

Tapestry                       

Modern Jazz      

Orienteering             

Amateur Dramatics    

Classic Cars                  

Crime Fiction                  

Darts                                  

Folk Dancing                 

Horse Racing                   

Latin                               

Maths for Grandparents  

Rescue Dog Owners   

Skittles                         

Stamps, Coins, Postcards  

Steam Railways. 

 

 

 

Beer Tasting Group – Ann Norman 

Our final Zoom meeting took place on 8th 

April when we tried beers supplied by one 

of our members from an Essex brewery, the 

beers were scored highly, the brewer was 

very interested to receive a report from our 

member of our opinions.                              

We are now preparing                                 

the blankets   and rugs                                  

for our first outdoor pub                  

adventure. 
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Garden Project 

Nine members have registered 

to be part of the Garden Project 

group. Our challenge at the end 

of May is to plant up the raised 

flower bed that we have been 

allocated in Roseberry Park. 

Peter the park ranger is sorting 

out the design around our u3a 

logo and will notify us when we 

need to be available to plant 

our flowers that the borough is 

supplying to us, yellow as the 

main colour with our logo in 

blue. 

British Sigh Language 

Seven members have 

expressed an interest in this 

group. We’ve been in contact 

with Gerry Snoad who is the 

group leader of Chiswell Green 

u3a BSL group and he has given 

us lots of advice on books, 

YouTube etc. that would enable 

us to get started. They only 

started their group in 2019 from 

scratch. They are all hearing 

members who were interested in 

BSL for a variety of reasons. 

Gerry informed us that there are 

plenty of downloadable 

vocabulary sheets available 

online. He also warned us to be 

aware that different countries 

have their own way of signing so 

to ensure we were using BSL 

rather than ASL etc. (Australian). 

We will update members as 

lockdown ends and meeting 

becomes easier. 
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Bucketeers 

Seven members have registered 

an interest in this group which will 

cover a mixture of activities 

depending on what members 

would like to do. The suggestions 

put forward so far that we are 

investigating are as follows:  

 

 

 

 

 

Go-Karting, Axe Throwing, Virtual 

Skydiving, Clay Pigeon Shooting 

or anything else that comes to 

mind. All current suggestions 

have been investigated and are 

possible in locations in London 

and the south of England at 

various costs.  

 

Bird Watching 

Four members have registered an 

interest in this group. We will 

probably try to arrange a zoom 

fairly soon to decide on the way 

forward. If any other members are 

interested, please register via the 

groups page. 

 

Walking with your bus pass 

This group has a                         

new leader  -                              

Sue Wood                           

Currently they have spaces for 

more members and are planning 

to restart the monthly walks on 

Thursday 9th September             

The group meets outside Wilko in 

Epsom High Street at 10.00 am  

Full details on the groups page of 

the website 
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Flamenco Dancing 

We have members who have expressed an interest in Flamenco dancing. 

We’ve been in contact with Christine who has led the Worcester u3a 

Flamenco group for the last ten years and she has explained what we 

need in order to form a group. 

Our first priority needs to be a venue with a sprung                                    

floor in order that members do not suffer injuries to                                

ankles etc. We will also need someone to choreograph                             

the dances for members to learn. 

We will investigate further and report back in                                              

due course as to whether it will be possible to start a group. 

 

Garden Wanderers – Ann Norman 

The garden wanderers’ group have met three times this month in smaller 

group numbers to comply with restrictions, once at Nonsuch Park, once at 

Wisley Gardens, and once at the Hampton Court Tulip Festival. We were 

very lucky with the weather every time, it has been wonderful not to zoom 

for a change. 
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And that brings us to the end of the very busy and 

interesting month of April.  

I hope you’ve enjoyed reading the update of what 

we’ve been doing and what our plans are going forward as the restrictions on 

our freedom gradually ease. 

Booking for the May and June Zoom speaker events are now open, check the 

website for other events and group updates. 

Take care and stay safe,         

Tony. 

Church Crawlers 

We have 14 members 

who have registered an 

interest in this new group 

and we hope to start in 

the next couple of 

months. 

We’ll start with the local 

churches in Epsom & 

Ewell and then work 

outwards. It is intended 

that the group will meet 

once a month and look 

at a different church 

each month. 

 

 


