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Chairman’s Update   June 2021 
 

 Epsom & Ewell    
https://u3asites.org.uk/epsom-ewell/home 

Email enquiries to: u3aepsom@gmail.com 

 

LEARN, LAUGH & LIVE 

 

Hello Friends,                                                                 

As we move out of lockdown and hopefully back 

into some semblance of normality it seemed the 

perfect time to ask members a few questions about 

what you all want. Are we doing things right? What 

changes would you like to see? As they say, no time 

like the present. With that in mind your committee 

have put their heads together and we have devised 

a survey around the questions that we think are 

important. You may have other ideas, therefore 

there are plenty of comment boxes for you to add 

your thoughts and ideas as well. There is a specific 

page set up on the website in place of the covid 

survey to which you all responded so magnificently 

and gave us hope for the future. I’d now like you to 

embrace the idea of moving forward and filling out 

the research survey. We’ll update the page regularly 

to let you know how the survey’s going and it will 

close on 30th June with full results published in my 

July update. Thank you.                   

 

 

*Sept 13th* 

 

AFTERNOON TEA 

Join us for afternoon 

tea at the Burford 

Bridge Hotel to 

celebrate our 33rd 

birthday. This will be a 

chance for our 

members to socialise 

and hopefully enjoy a 

pleasant afternoon in 

the Tithe Barn and the 

garden if the weather 

is with us.   Check the 

website for full details.                          

 

https://u3asites.org.uk/epsom-ewell/home
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We are currently in 

discussion with the 

Longmead Centre in 

Epsom to see if they 

have capacity for any 

more of our groups to 

meet on their premises. 

The venue is ideal and 

some of our groups 

already meet there. 

They have ample 

parking and onsite 

coffee and light snacks. 

There would be a small 

fee per member which 

is inline with groups who 

already meet there. 

At the May committee meeting we discussed the 

possibility of hosting our usual Open House event 

for this year. Obviously, our May 2020 event was 

cancelled due to lockdown and May 2021 was 

not viable due to continuing restrictions.  

The committee discussed this year’s event and 

we felt that members may not yet be ready to 

mingle.  

There is a possibility that we could book a stall at 

the Rotary Club’s September event in Hook Road 

Arena and use it to publicise Epsom & Ewell u3a. 

We would be interested in members’ thoughts 

around this idea. You can add comments on the 

survey this month or email me 

epsomchair1@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:epsomchair1@gmail.com
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Travel Team                                                                                    

We are happy to report that some of the trips for this year are already fully 

booked and the rest have limited availability.                                                                                    

Westminster Abbey - we have 37 members booked, paid and looking forward 

to this walk and talk day. We have space for 3 more members as the two Blue 

Badge guides we have booked will take 20 per group.                                                                

The Papermill at Hemel Hempstead and our trip to Swanage/Poole were both 

fully booked very quickly.                                                                                                          

Inns of Court for September - we currently have 53 members on the list. We are 

planning to book 3 Blue Badge guides which leaves 7 spaces available.   

James Bond for October - we have 32 members who have expressed an 

interest so approximately 8 spaces left if we book 2 Blue Badge guides.                              

Dutch Delights – April 2022 this wonderful trip is already fully booked.                                    

BOOKING FORMS                                                                                                 

Please ensure that you fill in a booking form for each trip you are attending, this 

is essential as we cannot travel without emergency contact details for all 

participants. The forms are available to download on the travel diary page.       

If you have any problems, please contact Irene Moore.                              

Changes to coach pick-ups                                                                                       

A couple of members have queried the changes made to pickup points for 

coach trips. The travel team made a decision after discussion with the 

chairman and committee at the last meeting that from a health and safety 

perspective a road-side pickup is not a safe environment for members and 

other road users, also multiple pickups delay members’ enjoyment of the day 

out, especially as some pickups are delayed by members arriving late. The 

decision was therefore taken to limit pickups to 2 places that were considered 

safe and easy for all members to get to. The new pickup points were therefore 

decided as Epsom Station, the bus stop outside the station, and Worcester Park 

Station. These stations are central for members, have parking for members’ 

cars, ample space for pickup and dropoff and a covered area if the weather 

isn’t good.  
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We have just a few tickets remaining for this very 

special event. 

Please notify Irene as soon as possible if you are 

interested in this trip. 
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Garden Project                                                                                   

Our members who registered to be part of the Garden Project group are 

going to be busy planting up our flower bed in Roseberry Park on June 10th.  

I have made a former designed around our u3a logo and our members will 

be having fun planting our flowers that the borough are supplying for us, with 

yellow marigolds as the main colour and our logo in blue lobelia. Come and 

join us on the day and socialise.  
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Walking Cricket 

Walking Cricket has started albeit in a slightly different format than 

originally intended.  We are working in partnership with Twenty20 

Community cricket to enable our members to play walking cricket this 

season. Darren Talbot who is the Managing Director of Twenty20 managed 

to secure access to the Cobham Avorians CC for our members to play this 

season. We realise this is not an ideal venue for our members and there is 

the possibility that we may be able to secure a more local venue next 

season.  In the meantime, if any of our members are interested in                                                    

playing this season you can contact Darren via the link on our website                                                           

groups page.             
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**SAVE THE DATE** 

Jazz Group restarting – Mike Stevens 

Jazz will restart on Tuesday July 13th with Martin Wheatley’s Hula Bluebirds. 

Check the website for full details.  

All restrictions and guidelines will of course be adhered to. 

Family Historians 

On June 23rd we have part 3 of the Advanced Genealogy course that is 

presented by Toni Neobard who is the chair of                                

Hawkswell Village u3a and also leads their                                             

family history groups. 

This part deals with how to date old                                              

photographs.                                                                                   

For details and booking form go to the                                                    

events page on the website.  
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Rescue Dog Owners 

Are you the proud owner of a Rescue 

dog or is this something that may 

interest you?  

This group would be a chance for 

owners and potential owners to share 

thoughts and tips (covering all sorts of 

rescues: UK and European etc.) The 

group could cover adoption, settling 

in, food, socializing and training, 

rehoming and rescue groups. 

The aim being to make rescuing dogs 

a more transparent and achievable 

process for people. 

It is envisaged that eventually this 

could turn into a walking with your 

dog group.  

This would be a team-based group 

with all members being equally 

responsible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Orienteering 

We have several members 

who have expressed an 

interest in an Orienteering 

Group. To register go to the 

website groups page.  

 

Darts 

We have several members           

who have expressed an interest 

in setting up a Darts Group. As 

we emerge from lockdown, we 

are investigating a possible 

venue in Epsom. We will update 

you when we know more. 
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Joan’s 100th birthday flowers 

Joan’s bouquet that the committee 

arranged on behalf of our members to 

wish Joan a very happy 100th birthday. 

 

 

Navvy & Waterside Walks 

Dave Blackmore and his 

group headed out in May 

for a post lockdown walk. 

The had lunch at the pub 

in New Haw who were 

very accommodating and 

arranged 3 tables of 4 for 

the group. A number of 

members commented it 

was the first time they had 

been in a pub since the 

last lockdown! 

 

Welsh   

Cher Palmer group leader 

The chair of Horley u3a has offered to share 

their Welsh group and has extended an 

invitation to our members if they would like 

to join. It is intended to be run online even 

when we are able to meet up again in 

person. You don’t need to be competent at 

speaking, reading or writing the language 

since the teachers will hopefully learn and 

the learners teach. 

Contact Cher via our groups page. 
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Yarn Bombers 

May started with the Ewell Yarn 

Bombers decorating the pillar 

box outside the post office in 

Ewell village. 

Since then, in honour of our u3a 

four other pillar boxes have 

been yarn bombed in the 

borough. 

Go for a walk and see if you can 

find them. 

 

 

 

Our Calligraphy group is 

currently suspended as the 

leader has stepped down.  

Do we have any members 

with experience who would 

like to join with like minded 

members and improve their 

skills? 

If you are interested, please 

contact Brenda Griffiths via 

the contacts page on the 

website. 

 

Amateur  

Dramatics 

We have recently had an 

enquiry from   a member 

who would be interested 

in an Amateur Dramatics 

Group.                      

Register an interest via the 

groups page. 
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Bucketeers 

Seven members have registered 

an interest in this group which will 

cover a mixture of activities 

depending on what members 

would like to do. The suggestions 

put forward so far that we are 

investigating are as follows:  

 

 

 

 

 

Go-Karting, Axe Throwing, Virtual 

Skydiving, Clay Pigeon Shooting 

or anything else that comes to 

mind. All current suggestions 

have been investigated and are 

possible in locations in London 

and the south of England at 

various costs.  

 

Tapestry 

Three members have registered 

an interest in this group. Do you 

have a project that’s been sitting 

in the cupboard gathering dust for 

years?  

We will try to get a group setup, 

register an interest via the website. 

 

Walking with your bus pass 

This group has a                         

new leader -                               

Sue Wood.                           

Currently they have spaces for 

more members and are planning 

to restart their monthly walks on 

Thursday 9th September             

the group meets outside Wilko in 

Epsom High Street at 10.00 am 

Full details on the groups page of 

the website 
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And that brings us to the end of the very busy and 

interesting month of May.  

I hope you’ve enjoyed reading the update of what 

we’ve been doing and what our plans are going 

forward as the restrictions on our freedom gradually 

ease. 

Booking for the June and July Zoom speaker events are now open, check the 

website for other events and group updates. And please don’t forget to fill in the 

survey. 

Take care and stay safe,         

Tony. 

 

 

Wednesday 2nd June 

marks the first ever u3a 

day. This is our chance 

to increase our profile 

within the community. 

Many members are not 

yet ready to start mixing, 

therefore we will be 

making efforts to 

advertise as much as 

possible via local 

publications and social 

media. 

 

 


