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Chairman’s Update January 2022 
 

 Epsom & Ewell   
https://u3asites.org.uk/epsom-ewell/home 

Email enquiries to: u3aepsom@gmail.com 

 

LEARN, LAUGH & LIVE 

 

  Hello Friends,  

Happy New Year. I hope that you all enjoyed 

Christmas and the New Year celebrations and 

managed to stay healthy and happy and 

spend some quality time with family and 

friends. 

Our December event at Bourne Hall was 

excellent and 98 members enjoyed an 

entertaining morning with Katherine Collett. 

In this newsletter there’s a roundup of how 

some of our groups finished the year. If you 

are a group leader or part of a group and 

you’d like to share some pictures or stories 

about your group please email 

epsomu3awebsite@gmail.com and we’ll 

include them in the next update. 

 

 

New Year 

2022 

 

 

We are back at 

Bourne Hall 

For LIVE events 

Please make sure you 

book your seat. 

Hand sanitiser will be 

available at the door 

and masks or face 

covering will be 

needed for when you 

are moving around the 

venue. 

Also don’t forget your 

cup for your free 

morning cuppa. 

 

about:blank
mailto:epsomu3awebsite@gmail.com
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Tony Brewis - Published Author                       

Aged 90 that’s impressive!                       

We were very pleased to receive an email 

from Tony Brewis, who served as our secretary 

in 2019, saying that during lockdown he had 

made very good use of his time and had finally 

completed his book. 

Pre Covid, he had joined our ‘Writing Your Life 

Story’ group and he spent time over the last 

eighteen months writing. He submitted his 

manuscript to the publishers and they 

published his work as a trilogy in October 2021. 

 

 

 

 



   

  Page 4 of 10 

   
 

 

For the last Travel Team trip of the year, 22 members headed up to 

Docklands to the Brick Lane Music Hall for the evening. We had 

an excellent traditional Christmas dinner which was followed by a 

brilliant old time music hall show. Lots of singing and dancing and 

a fair smattering of risqué humour.  

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brick Lane Music Hall are staging ‘There’ll always be an England’ 

later in 2022. Irene is waiting for details.  

Keep an eye on the website for further updates. 
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Exploring London Group 8 

For their last walk of the year, Exploring London 8 decided to play 

safe as the new covid variant seemed to be becoming a problem. 

They therefore headed over to Morden Hall park. A lovely walk 

through the park to the café for morning coffee followed by a walk 

to Abbey Mills where they enjoyed an excellent lunch at the 

William Morris to finish off their year quite nicely. 

Our first British Sign Language group will start in January 

2022. This group has its full quota of members. Brenda is 

taking names of other interested members with a view 

to maybe starting a second group if we have enough 

interest and a member willing to lead the group. 
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Beer Tasting Group 

In December the Beer Tasters headed to 

Hackney, for the only CAMRA beer festival 

to survive in 2021, where many appealing 

North London brews were enjoyed. A few 

hardy tested and triple jabbed souls also 

attended the final Beer Tasting session of 

the year in our Carshalton pub. We are 

making plans to return to some form of 

Zoom for a month or two in the New Year 

to ensure we can include as many of our 

members as possible this winter.  
 

                                                     

 

Are you a dog owner?  

Would you like some company  

when you’re walking your dog? 

Why not join other members in  

the local parks, walk your dogs  

and have coffee with friends. 

Contact Jenny via the website to  

register an interest in this potential new group. 
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  Garden Wanderers 

Fourteen members of the garden wanderers took a trip to Wisley in 

December to see their garden light show. We were fortunate to visit 

during a relatively calm and dry time, just before the rains fell. The 

jury is out whether this was a better event than last year or than that 

currently being shown at Kew Gardens, but it certainly was 

spectacular. The group has now been running for 18 months during 

the current 'interesting times', and has been a boon to all of us, with 

many new friendships made. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Reminder – Exploring Architecture Trip 

On January 19th the architecture group have plans to take a City 

of London Guide's tour of the City Architecture. In order to make 

this an event, we are throwing open an invitation to those who may 

be interested, and can comfortably walk the requisite 2-mile route.  

Places will be available to the first 10 to apply, subject to a few 

conditions.  

Please email  stormingann@gmail.com  if interested, for more 

information. 

 

mailto:stormingann@gmail.com
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Jazz Group Christmas Tribute Concert 

In December our jazz group leader Michael Stevens arranged a Christmas Jazz 

concert in tribute to the late Keith Nichols (1945-2021) who had entertained our 

jazz group on many occasions and was sadly a victim of Covid in January 

2021. Some brilliant musicians led by Enrico Tomasso entertained us with an 

afternoon of jazz in tribute to this amazing multi-talented man. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1945-2021 
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Exploring London Group 13 – December Outing 

On one of the coldest days of the year we started our walk around 

Clerkenwell from Farringdon Station. 

Our walk consisted of history old and new, fictional film venues, the 

changing use of the area and the changes to occupancy and wealth. 

We made brief visits to Bart’s Hospital museum, St Bartholomew’s the 

Great, Charterhouse, Goldsmith’s centre, and St John’s Gate. It is an area 

where Charles Dickens set many of his novels and very atmospheric. We 

finished our walk with a welcome pub lunch. 
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And that brings us to the end of December.  

We have received some lovely positive comments 

from members regarding our Christmas mailshot of our 

Christmas Card, 2022 Travel Team diary and booking 

form, and spaces are filling up nicely.  

Hopefully 2022 will be successful and we can run all 

trips as planned. 

Jenny and Brenda are continuing to work their way 

through the potential groups that members have 

registered an interest in. Several new groups have 

already started and others are getting ready to start. 

Our Really Useful Group members were brilliant in 2021 

and I’m very grateful for their help. Thank You 

Hopefully in 2022 we can expand this group and get 

some more members involved in the running of our 

u3a, which would enable us to expand our offer, 

especially for our hybrid meeting set-up where we 

would appreciate some more help. 

Booking for the January and February live events at 

Bourne Hall are now open, please remember to book 

in order that we can prepare the hall accordingly. Also 

check the website for events and group updates. 

Take care and stay safe,   

Tony 

 

We have recently 

rebranded our helpers 

register. They are now 

known as the Really 

Useful Group. These 

are members who 

want to help but don’t 

want the commitment 

of leading a group or 

being on the 

committee but would 

like to contribute to 

the running of our u3a. 

If you have ideas for 

one off events – one 

member suggested a 

barn dance, pre-

covid – then maybe 

we can get some 

more social events 

organised. Even if 

you’d just like to help 

with meet and greet or 

making tea, please 

get involved, register 

on the website Really 

Useful Group page 

and tells us your ideas 

and we can all work 

together to make 2022 

a really fun year. 

 

 

 


