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Chairman’s Update December 2021 
 

 Epsom & Ewell   
https://u3asites.org.uk/epsom-ewell/home 

Email enquiries to: u3aepsom@gmail.com 

 

LEARN, LAUGH & LIVE 

 

  Hello Friends,  

Another month has passed and quite a few of 

our groups have restarted. Cautiously at first, 

especially as we head into the winter but 

hopefully most of you will be having your 

booster jab and also your flu jab and 

obviously continuing to take all necessary 

precautions to protect yourselves and others 

around you. 

Our December mid-month Zoom will be the 

last. Demand is slowing as members are able 

to resume other activities. We will however 

continue our quest to make our Monday 

speaker event hybrid in order that we can 

stay as inclusive as possible for those 

members not yet willing or able to attend 

Bourne Hall. 

 

 

Christmas 2021 

 

 

We are back at 

Bourne Hall 

For LIVE events 

Please make sure you 

book your seat. 

Hand sanitiser will be 

available at the door 

and masks or face 

covering will be 

needed for when you 

are moving around the 

venue. 

Also don’t forget your 

cup for your free 

morning cuppa. 
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The u3a Jazz Christmas Party  

Tuesday 14th December 2021                                 

Everybody welcome 

We have Keith Nichols’ musicians to entertain us                        

Enrico Tomasso’s                                                                  

CHRISTMAS PARTY BAND                                                           

Enrico Tomasso (trumpet/cornet, vocals)                                          

Ewan Bleach (reeds, vocals)                                                              

Martin Wheatley (banjo, guitar)                                                       

Graham Hughes (sousaphone, trombone)                                            

Martin Litton (piano)                                                                                

With their                                                                                              

Tribute to  Keith Nichols (1945-2021) 

Mulled wine & mince pies £25 at the door (£20 pre paid)             

Tickets £25  (or prepaid before 7 Dec £20) by post, phone or email                    

Concert at All Saints Church, Fulford Road, West Ewell KT19 9QY    

Doors open 1.15pm with ample parking available.                         

Music 1.45 to 4pm                                                                                 

Order tickets by email, post or text.                                                      

Pay by direct bank transfer, cheque or cash. 

Email: michael@mcstevens.co.uk                                                

Cheques payable to M Stevens, 31 Wallace Fields, Epsom KT17 3AX 

Phone & Text 0791 3655 458 
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The photograph below was taken on 9th October, the last day of 

our final holiday organised by Linda Hollands for the Epsom & 

Ewell U3A, to Liverpool and Manchester. Over the last 10 years, in 

addition to her many committee roles, including Chairman, Linda 

has organised 19 holidays. These have been as far afield as 

Northumberland to Devon, North & South Wales to Suffolk, and 

many places in between, including off-shore to the Isle of Wight, 

Isle of Man and Jersey C.I. The holidays have always included the 

opportunity to learn about this beautiful country of ours, but have 

also allowed us to make lasting friendships whilst having plenty of 

laughs. 

For this we thank you Linda, and wish both you and John, good 

health and much happiness for the future. 

Dilys Anscomb, on behalf of everyone who has travelled with you. 
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Exploring London Group 13 

Ten of us headed to Bethnal Green on a very chilly Thursday 

morning. We learnt about the origins of the East End, the changing 

occupations of different nationalities and cultures. An area of rapidly 

changing architecture with glimpses of existing old buildings. 

The area has seen its share of sorrow and death and we learnt about 

the tube disaster in WW2, victims of the notorious Kray twins and the 

sites of several of Jack the Ripper victims. 

We spent time reading the comprehensive history of the London 

Hospital on the building hoardings and later in the walk we passed 

the Gherkin and finished our walk at Spitalfields Market. 
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100 not out! 
 

Ritchie Richmond, a member of Walking Group 1 until she moved 

to Suffolk, celebrated her 100th birthday recently.  Friends from her 

time with the group spent an enjoyable afternoon entertaining her 

to a celebratory tea. 

Ritchie continues to be amazingly active.  To mark her 100th year 

her family set her the challenge of climbing Mt Everest in flights of 

stairs.  She has been climbing 9 flights of 18 stairs every day since 

her 99th birthday in October 2020.  She is raising money for Great 

Ormond Street Hospital in memory of her niece who spent much of 

her childhood there.  Her next challenge is to cycle the equivalent 

of Land’s End to John O’Groats on her exercise bike.  
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Are you a dog owner?  

Would you like some company  

when you’re walking your dog? 

Why not join other members in  

the local parks, walk your dogs  

and have coffee with friends. 

Contact Jenny via the website to  

register an interest in this potential new group. 
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  U3A Exploring Architecture 

The Architecture group, plus a few strays from some Exploring 

London groups, went to London to see the varied buildings in 

Spitalfields this month. From the ultra-modern Broadgate Centre to 

the Foster & Partners revitalised Victorian marketplace, from the 

Georgian & Huguenot weaving properties to a Hawksmoor church, 

we managed to fit a lot into a morning's walk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On January 19th the architecture group have plans to take a City 

of London Guide's tour of the City Architecture on a similar theme. 

In order to make this an event, we are throwing open an invitation 

to those who may be interested, and can comfortably walk the 

requisite 2-mile route.  

Places will be available to the first 10 to apply, subject to a few 

conditions.  

Please email  stormingann@gmail.com  if interested, for more 

information. 
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November 2021.  37 Epsom & Ewell u3a members joined 16 Worcester Park 

WI members for a short weekend break to Thursford for the 2021 Christmas 

Spectacular. 

On Friday, Martin our driver picked us up at Worcester Park station and we 

headed off for the Bury Lane Garden Centre at Royston where we stopped for 

just over an hour for coffee and to stretch our legs before continuing to Great 

Yarmouth for our weekend. Friday night after dinner the hotel laid on 

entertainment for us to enjoy. 

Saturday morning after breakfast we were driven in to Norwich where a 

Norwich City tour guide joined our coach for a forty-five-minute guided tour 

around the city. We then disembarked at the market where some members 

joined the guide for an additional walk around the market while others 

headed off to find lunch and wander around the city for the afternoon. Martin 

picked us up at 4pm for the drive back to our hotel for a traditional Christmas 

dinner followed by evening entertainment.  

On Sunday we had the morning to ourselves to wander along the beach and 

some members saw the seals basking on the beach. After Sunday lunch we 

headed off to Thursford for the evening performance of their Christmas 

Spectacular. We finally arrived back at our hotel at about midnight, tired, but 

it had been an excellent evening of entertainment. 

On Monday after breakfast, we boarded the coach for our homeward 

journey stopping again at Bury Lane for coffee and shopping. 
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Church Crawlers 

Our church this month was Christ Church on Epsom 

Common. Reverend Rosemary Donovan made us very 

welcome and we had plenty of time to study the various 

interesting parts of the church. 

This was originally the Chapel of ease for St Martin of Tours 

which we visited in September. 

The funding for the building of the church came from a 

legacy from Miss Elizabeth Trotter who was known as the 

founder of the parish. She left £8000 in her will and one of the 

conditions was that she didn’t want the ‘follies of ritualism’ 

practiced. We’re not sure how that was possible with a 

church. 

The memorial on the right is to Neil Primrose who was the 

youngest son of Lord Rosebery. 

 

 

 
U3A Beer Group 

The beer buddies took our usual trip out to 

Carshalton to taste some very varied beers 

this week, those on the dark side certainly 

came up trumps. It's been a bumper month 

this month, we have managed to fit in 

another local beer festival outing, and 

have a return festival trip to North London 

planned for early next month. 
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New groups started recently or preparing to start include: 

 

 

 

Model Railways – Has space for more members contact Stewart via 

the groups page for more details.                                        

Crime Fiction – Started in November, check the groups page for 

details.                                 

British Sign Language – Starting in January 2022. This will be a small 

group, max 6 members. It will be a beginner’s group for fun and 

interest. Contact Diana, group leader via the link on the web page 

We also have members interested in Jewellery making. Contact 

Brenda via the groups page to register an interest. 

                    

Late update from Brenda: 

Apparently the Ebbisham Sports Centre have a table tennis option 

available on Thursday mornings when the Racketball meet. 

Contact Jo Robinson at the Ebbisham Centre for details. 
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  U3A Garden Visiting Group 

This month, the Garden Wanderers took a guided tour around 

Painshill Park with two of their volunteers. The weather was just right 

for an autumn walk and the grotto was looking lovely. The event was 

very well attended and enjoyed by all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have recently rebranded our helpers register. They are 

now known as the Really Useful Group. These are members 

who want to help but don’t want the commitment of leading 

a group or being on the committee but would like to 

contribute to the running of our u3a. If you have ideas for 

one-off events – one member suggested a barn dance, pre-

covid – then maybe we can get some social events 

organised. Even if you’d just like to help with meet and greet 

or making tea, please get involved, register on the website 

Really Useful Group page and tell us your ideas and we can 

all work together to make 2022 a really fun year. 
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Exploring London Group 8 

For November we headed up to London 

where Carmel led us on a walk around 

Trafalgar Square, Admiralty Arch, up The 

Mall to Buckingham Palace and in to St 

James’ Park where we saw some red-

breasted geese (see picture on right). 

We also admired the sculptures of the 

Royal family along The Mall, and the 

Queen Alexandra Memorial in 

Marlborough Road. 

Currently finding coffee and lunch stops 

for walking groups is proving difficult in 

London so we revisited The Crypt Café at 

St Martins for coffee and Chandos for 

lunch. 
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And that brings us to the end of November.  

Irene and Hannah are very busy planning the travel 

team diary for 2022 and full details and booking forms 

will be available to members shortly. 

Jenny and Brenda are still working their way through 

the potential groups for which members have 

registered an interest. Several new groups have 

already started and others are getting ready to start in 

the New Year. 

Booking for the December and January live events at 

Bourne Hall are now open along with the final mid-

month zoom on December 15th, check the website for 

events and group updates. 

Take care and stay safe, 

and enjoy Christmas.    

Tony  

 

We are back at 

Bourne Hall 

For LIVE events 

 

Please make sure 

you book your seat. 

Hand sanitiser will 

be available at the 

door and masks or 

face coverings will 

be needed for when 

you are moving 

around the venue. 

 

 

 
 

 

DON’T FORGET YOUR 

CUP FOR YOUR FREE 

TEA/COFFEE AND 

BISCUITS. 

 


