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Chairman’s Update August 2021 
 

 Epsom & Ewell    
https://u3asites.org.uk/epsom-ewell/home 

Email enquiries to: u3aepsom@gmail.com 

 

LEARN, LAUGH & LIVE 

 

Hello Friends,                                                                 

So finally, July 19th was apparently Freedom Day. 

Not sure how many of our members embraced that 

idea but hopefully things are gradually getting back 

to some semblance of normality, albeit a new kind 

of normal that for a lot of us still means masks, 

sanitiser and caution. 

But there are things to look forward to.  

Our 33rd birthday afternoon tea should be able to go 

ahead in September as planned.  Pre-Book your 

table with friends. 

Please book via the events page. 

Also, the Travel team have advised that they have a 

couple of **places available** on the Frogmore 

Paper Mill trip in August, check the website for 

further details 

Also, in this update Ewell Village Changemakers 

progress so far.  

 

 

 

Reserve your table now. 

**AFTERNOON TEA** 

Join us for afternoon 

tea at the Burford 

Bridge Hotel to 

celebrate our 33rd 

birthday.  

Pre-Book your table 

with friends. 

This will be a chance 

for our members to 

socialise and hopefully 

enjoy a pleasant 

afternoon in the Tithe 

Barn and the garden if 

the weather is with us.   

Booking form is on the 

events page of the 

website.                          

 

https://u3asites.org.uk/epsom-ewell/home
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From the results of the survey, we listened to your concerns regarding the pick-up points 

and a few members queried the pick-up in Worcester Park making the point that we are 

Epsom & Ewell u3a.  In answer to this query, we decided to share the results of our 

membership geographic survey which prompted this change. It was strange that no one 

mentioned the Ashtead (KT12) pick up where we only have 12 members but members were 

reluctant to pick up in Worcester Park (KT4) where we have 69, hence the changes to better 

serve our members wherever they live. This will of course be reviewed regularly. 

               RED = POSTCODE            BLUE = NUMBER OF MEMBERS LIVING IN THAT AREA 
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Travel Team July-August Update                                                                                               

Our Travel Team have spent July working on rescheduling and checking that 

trips will still be viable. Due to the change of date of a couple of trips some 

members have had to cancel their booking. Therefore, we have a few places 

available on the Frogmore Paper Mill trip in August, please check the website.                        

Westminster Abbey walk and talk has been rescheduled to September 9th.      

All members who have booked and paid have been advised of the new date. 

All members who had to cancel due to the change of date should have 

received their refund. If you are still awaiting your refund, please notify the 

travel team but we think we are up to date.                                                                                           

The Birmingham International Tattoo                                                           

Unfortunately, the organisers of this event have decided to cancel it for 2021. All 

cheques have now been shredded but we will keep a record of interested 

members for when this is rescheduled and they will get priority.                

Neasden Temple                                                                                                      

Due to the ongoing situation the temple has not yet reopened and we are 

unable to confirm if this trip can go ahead. We have therefore decided to 

reschedule this trip for 2022 in the hope that the Temple will have reopened to 

visitors.                                                                                                                       

Inns of Court for September - We are planning to book 3 Blue Badge guides due 

to the number of members who have requested a place, we have a few spaces 

available.                                                                                                               

James Bond for October – We plan to book two Blue Badge guides for this trip 

so we have a few places available.                                                                   

Dutch Delights – April 2022 this trip is already fully booked.                                    

BOOKING FORMS                                                                                                 

Please ensure that you fill in a booking form for each trip you are attending, this 

is essential as we cannot travel without emergency contact details for all 

participants. The forms are available to download on the travel diary page.       

If you have any problems, please contact Irene Moore.                             

#LATE ADDITION – SEPTEMBER and DECEMBER THEATRE TRIPS ADDED TO EVENTS#                

**GERSHWIN – Crazy for You** and **BRICK LANE MUSICAL** for Christmas                             
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New Beginners Ukulele Group 

They say you’re never too young or too old to                                               

learn to play the ukulele! With just a few chords                                               

you can enjoy playing and singing along to a                                            

whole range of songs, and having fun along the                                           

way. 

We are setting up a new group for complete beginners to share our 

enthusiasm for this little instrument. It will be a small group and we have a 

few places still available. We’ll meet every other Thursday from 10.00am to 

11.00am at the Longmead Centre, Sefton Road, West Ewell.                      

You’ll need to have your own ukulele. 

Please email Sue for more details: ukeu3a@gmail.com 

Check our website welcome page to hear Sue and Wendy play our song. 

                         

mailto:ukeu3a@gmail.com
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July 2021 

Garden Visiting Group 

The Garden visiting group went 

to see the newly opened multi-

million-pound Hillside Science 

and Learning Centre at Wisley to 

see the new Wildlife Garden and 

Kitchen Garden designed 

by Ann-Marie Powell. We 

certainly approved of the new 

tearoom in the centre of the 

garden and the stunning new 

viewpoint created at the top of 

the unusually shaped building. It 

is growing lushly and fast, and it 

will be interesting to see it 

develop over the next couple of 

years as the young plants bed in. 

 

July 2021 

  Beer Tasting Group 

The beer tasting group were 

once again back at The Hope on 

a warm evening to taste in the 

marquee.  

Our scribe was running the 

tasting on this evening, his 

choice of beers certainly was the 

cause of some hilarity later in the 

evening.  

No doubt this occurred after this 

more sensible photo was taken. 
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  Singing for Pleasure – July news update 

Well, what a difference a day makes, here we are at the beginning of a new 

month, yesterday 10 of us attended our picnic in Cheam Park, boy was it 

chilly!!!! (As seen in our photos) but at least it stayed dry most of the time.                                                  

There was a lot of chatting and wait for it!! we managed to sing 3 songs, thank 

you Jenny for giving out the lyrics (back to your role!!) “Getting to know you", 

"On top of the World'' (using our own recording as backing) and finally "We'll 

meet again" I tried using my iPhone for the backing but it wasn't loud enough 

so next time we will use a CD player with batteries of course.  

We will await the latest Government and Longmead guidelines so that we can 

then plan for August and September. 

If you are celebrating a birthday this month or an anniversary we send you our 

very best wishes, lastly, we have to say a “goodbye" to Eileen Mackay, who is                                                         

moving this week to be nearer her family in the Cotswolds, "We will miss you 

Eileen, but wish you all the very best for the future". 

Think that's all 

Best Wishes from us all. 

Singing for Pleasure back at 

 Longmead September 3rd 

***Contact Jenny and Dilys for details*** 
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Jazz Group Update from group leader Mike Stevens 

Our first post-pandemic concert with Martin Wheatley and The Hula 

Bluebirds was great fun with Hawaiian jazz music and conjuring skills. 

However, with just 34 tickets sold we did not cover the cost of the band, let 

alone the hall rental and other costs. However, we will try one more time. 

Tuesday 10th August with the Otis B Driftwood Showband with Geoff Hiscott. 

Regrettably, without good attendance by well over 50 for this concert we 

will suspend our live jazz concerts. I trust you understand that we cannot 

continue with losses of around £200 per meeting for long. 

Keith Nichols Memorial RAM concert on 14th October                                   

As members will know we had taken many coach trips to the Royal 

Academy of Music in London for Keith Nichols annual concerts. RAM have 

been working closely with Keith’s widow and his friends to acquire some of 

his library of arrangements for future gigs to ensure that Keith’s music stays 

alive and in-use. This is indeed good news.                                                      

A special memorial concert in memory of Keith is being arranged for 14th 

October and because of our past support for Keith’s concerts members of 

our u3a jazz group are to be invited to attend. I will hire a coach to take us 

to London for the concert. I am in touch with Nick Smart, the RAM head of 

jazz programmes about the allocation of tickets which I understand will not 

be on sale to the public. 

 If you would like to know more about this event (coach cost etc.), please 

contact Mike via the groups page/Jazz 
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UPDATE 

Ewell Village High Street 12-month Challenge 

During the last month several more of our members have joined our 

Ewell Changemakers group on our website groups page.  

Janette has been very busy devising two walking trails through the 

village for people to follow and they are currently being checked 

by the Bourne Hall museum staff before being approved for general 

use. She’s currently working on a third. Fiona has been busy looking 

at the history of the village and other members have now attended 

meetings with Alison Price from the local community who is leading 

this campaign and they will shortly be getting involved with 

different aspects of the rejuvenation of the high street.  

There’s a community team working on bringing back Ewell Yule in 

December this year as well as other events that have been put 

forward for consideration.  

There’s another team working on the empty shops issue in the High 

Street and in August we should have two new shops opening – an 

artisan bakery, and the Feastyfest larder. 

Another team is working on the aesthetics of the village, some of 

you may have noticed the amazing effort when the football was on 

when Brian Angus and a team from the Ewell Changemakers 

decorated the village with 50 flags. 
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On a personal note, Sue and I have been involved with the Glyn 

Hall project along with another of our members Fiona. The hall is 

in a very sorry state and the Ewell Changemakers community 

are determined to make sure that we do not lose this precious 

community space.                                                                            

We will update you further with progress in the coming months. 

Currently too many of the shops are becoming residential or 

office space and the heart and soul of the village will be lost 

forever unless we can help our local community to preserve the                                        

village. 

 

A big thank you to all the members 

who have filled in the survey which 

Sue sent out on email from Simon one 

of the Ewell Changemakers. 

On Thursday 5th there will be a 

meeting of the team leaders from 

each of the groups in the Ewell 

Changemakers when they will be 

doing a presentation to the 

Federation of Small Business and 

Chris Grayling MP to outline our 

findings and ideas to move forward. 
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The History of Mahjong 

The counters dice and wind discs have been portrayed as far back as the Han Dynasty 

(202BC-220AD).  Records of the Chung Dynasty 960-1279AD show a similar game to MJ 

known as Ma Chuek which was played with 40 curved pieces similar to dominoes, as a 

gambling game. So, the origin is partly based on a Chinese form of dominoes and a card 

game similar to rummy called ‘108 Brigands’ popular since 17th century [There are 108 suit 

tiles in the game of Mahjong]                                                                                                           

Mahjong as we know it is believed to have developed in the Ningpo region of China in the 

1870s – it was further developed in China with each region having its own rules with special 

hands. Chinese children learned to play by watching, so there were no written instructions – 

no standardised rules.                       

Joseph P Babcock, who was a rep for the Standard Oil Company in Suzhou, collected and 

interpreted the many conflicting variations throughout China.  Arabic numbers engraved on 

to the tiles were first introduced by Mr. Babcock in 1920 when he imported to the USA sets of 

tiles in sufficient quantity.   He simplified the game and introduced a standard set of rules 

which could easily be understood giving us the game of Mahjong as we know it today.                   

In its present form Mahjong is most closely linked to rummy -   Sets of 3 or 4 tiles to complete 

a set common in both games. It has its own terminology and suits, there are 108 suit tiles, 16 

wind tiles, 12 dragon tiles, 4 flower tiles and 4 season tiles – total 144 + 4 white ‘joker’ tiles for 

use if no one goes Mahjong and a deciding game called a ‘Goulash’ has to be played. The 

game has evolved in China, Japan, NZ US & Britain with differing national characteristics.             

The Chinese game is a fast, noisy and stylised form of rummy played for high stakes, 

whereas the Western game appears to Eastern eyes as slow, unnecessarily complicated 

and of little interest as far as gambling is concerned.                                                                                                                 

The U3A has a book (due to be revised) that you can buy if you wish to teach yourself 

Mahjong.  It costs £4.  It is based on British Mahjong Association Rules.  Some people play 

using the Australian book ‘The Game of Mahjong’, Illustrated by PA Thompson & Betty 

Maloney, which clearly explains and illustrates the game - with an easy scoring system. 

Hilvary Robinson is the National Office Subject Adviser. 
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Church Crawlers                                                                                               

This is one of our potential new groups and so far, 14 members have 

expressed an interest. Sue will lead this group and is hoping to arrange a 

first meeting in September. The intention is to visit all the local churches 

in Epsom & Ewell, of which there are 29 in the borough according to 

Wikipedia, so should keep us occupied for a couple of years at least 

before we head further afield.                                                                                               

Our first church will hopefully be                                                                        

St Mary’s in Ewell Village which                                                                       

has loads of history attached to                                                                          

it and is nice and local for a                                                                            

first meeting.      

Also, after we have explored                                                                           

the church and its grounds                                                                                  

if any members would like                                                                                 

to join us for a coffee and a                                                                               

chat, we’ll be heading to                                                                                  

All Things Nice in the village. 

 

Exploring London 8                                

In July EL8 headed to Morden Hall Park for a 

picnic. We walked to the farm and stopped 

for a coffee and then continued to Abbey 

Mills. On the way back we stopped by the 

pond in the reed beds and sat down for our 

picnic lunch. The weather was kind to us and 

it just started to rain as we got back into our 

cars to go home. 

Next month Kingston to Teddington. 
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And that brings us to the end of July. I hope some of you may be inspired to join 

the Ewell Changemakers. So many of our members live in and around the 

village and could gain a lot of enjoyment from learning more and sharing more 

about our village to visitors: this project if definitely about the community that 

we are a part of.  

Booking for the August and September Zoom speaker events is now open, 

check the website for other events and group updates.  

PLEASE CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR UPDATES ON WHETHER OUR SEPTEMBER LIVE 

SPEAKER IS ON ZOOM OR AT BOURNE HALL 

Take care and stay safe,    

Tony      

 CHANGES TO MONTHLY 
PRESENTATIONS. 

 

Please check the 

website for the 

September 6TH speaker 

event. 

*********** 

We are back at  

Bourne Hall  

for this LIVE event 

 

***************** 


