
 

 

 

 

A NEW ARBORETUM FOR EMSWORTH AND WESTBOURNE! 

We enjoyed an interesting talk from Brendan Gibb-Gray at our last monthly 

meeting about this exciting new Arboretum and Brendan was asked from the 

floor to send an article to our newsletter as only about 70 members were 

present. Although the name of the Arboretum is “EMS VALLEY”,  our Chairman 

and Committee wish to point out that there is no direct link between the Ems 

Valley Memorial Arboretum, a registered charity as we are, and Ems Valley 

u3a.  But that does not mean, of course, that our members may wish to 

support this very worthy idea, as the second half of the April meeting 

illustrated.  

Here is a letter from Brendan, the Chair of the Arboretum:                                        

 

Ems Valley Memorial Arboretum.  [EVMA]  

Hampshire Farm Meadows. 

Dear u3A members, 

Many of you have shown an interest in the arboretum project and the 

original idea was the brainchild of the Emsworth Tree Wardens and the 

planning goes back a number of years. There is considerable evidence 

that residents from Emsworth and indeed Westbourne appreciate trees 

as a tangible way of remembering deceased loved ones. Additionally, 

more specimen trees will bring significant environmental and 

educational benefits to our communities.   

The arboretum project has found a home on the northern part of 

Hampshire Farm Meadows, close to the border with Westbourne. This 

location makes an obvious link with residents of adjoining villages. 

As a result of good timing and good fortune the project will see the first 

trees planted this autumn as the HM The Queen celebrates her Diamond 

Jubilee. Our patron Tim Peake has kindly agreed to perform the honours. 

Donations from Emsworth community groups and residents have 

already seen us able to plan the planting of a first tranche of 50 or so 

trees. We estimate the cost of purchase, planting and longer term care 

at about £200 per tree. 

We believe this to be an exciting and unique local project and our plan is 

to plant about 200 trees over the next few years. A charity has been 

formed [EVMA] and we have trustees from both communities including 
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Right: a plan of the arboretum at Hampshire Farm, Emsworth 



Richard Galloway our treasurer and also a 

member of your u3a. . The charity will 

manage monies donated and ensure the 

furtherance of the arboretum objectives, 

which include the care and maintenance of 

the trees in the longer term.  

A Roll of Honour will be drawn up 

containing the names of the remembered 

and we invite you to become involved in 

the project. If you wish to donate, or have 

further questions please contact me on the 

email address. [below] Thank you.                          

Brendan Gibb-Gray 

Chair: Ems Valley Memorial Arboretum. 

brendan.gibbgray@talktalk.net    

                                                                                           The above photo shows a similar arboretum at Chichester. 

 

Photography group shine at the Emsworth Arts Trail! 

Our Photography group once again exhibited in Mountford Three at the ECC and succeeded in taking the breath 

away from many of the visitors, the standard being so high. The weekend of the May Bank Holiday provided a three 

day show,  and  871 visitors were logged, and most took part in a vote for the best photo, plus their runner up! We 

are not at liberty to give you 

the result of this little 

competition because we are 

hoping that ‘Photography’ will 

present their own little show 

for the second half of the 

Monthly Meeting in July. 

Roger Bleasby, the leader of 

Photography, thanked all his 

members who had 

contributed their hard work 

to get the show on the road! 

He did say that the  photo 

that won the majority vote 

did so by a mile, but 

coincidently this photo  was 

severely criticised by a 

member of a local Camera 

Club! Hey ho, you cannot 

please all the people all of the 

time!  There was another exhibition like ours; the Broomfield Photographic Competition for Schools – and this was 

exhibited in the Community Centre as well. The standard of these photos was remarkable. 

 Roger paid tribute to all his Group members who assisted in stewarding the exhibition. These stewards commented 

that many congratulations were offered from the visitors, including one lady “whose appreciation of the quality of 

our exhibition had her almost in tears.”  

 

mailto:brendan.gibbgray@talktalk.net


Camera Workshop Outings - April 

We had planned to go to London for this outing, but numbers were not sufficient. The alternative was to immerse 

ourselves in ‘Spring’ so off to the bluebell woods.  As the flowers were not at their best it was challenge to take 

something a little different. You can see some of our efforts below. 

We finished the morning with a convivial lunch at the Barley Mow in Walderton.         Diana Driver 

 

   

   

 

Scams are so frequent…. 

That they have become quite boring. However the Police Commissioner in our local area has advised us of two more 

variations to be on the look out for: 

Trading Standards have received reports from residents about the following:  

Please be wary of any company phoning you and advising you that the spray foam insulation you had installed needs 

to be removed. These will generally be rogue companies who have obtained your details from a previous company 

which has now gone bust. They will arrange to carry out a survey. They will inevitably find damp in the loft, perhaps 

using machinery to show you measurements that may or may not be true. They will frighten you into agreeing. They 

will put you under pressure to act quickly – often turning up the next day to carry out the work – not giving you time 

to consider your decision. Do not engage with these companies. If you are at all concerned about your homes 

insulation we would recommend that you contact the Footprint Trust, on 01983 822282, who should be able to 

advise you in the first instance. 

 The second report is a new one on us! A resident has queried a text he has received allegedly from the DVLA stating 

that his driving licence is due for renewal and he should click on the link to renew. This will be a SCAM – the DVLA 

would NEVER contact us in this way. Any texts that you receive like this either form the DVLA, HMRC, delivery 

companies or banks you can forward to 7726 where they will be used for intelligence purposes. 

tel:01983822282


 Letter to the editor 

Brenda Payne writes: 

The photo of 1st www contraption:  One of our grandfathers was in the new Tank 

Regiment, and this could be a tank retrieval/puller-out machine, as the tanks of 

that era apparently often broke down!    I liked the joke section again, where do 

you collect them from?                                            Regards Brenda Payne   

 

 

 

 

 

Gardens Group visit Leonardslee Gardens at Horsham 

 

In 2019, Leonardslee Lakes & Gardens opened its doors after a closure of 10 years. This magnificent Grade I listed 

garden was nearly lost forever and has been the subject of the largest garden restoration in England and possibly 

Europe.  

Thirty one of us visited these spectacular gardens on 10th May and we needed to be active to cover the 240 acres! 

We were fortunate to be there at a time when the Rhododendrons and Azaleas were at their very best. Our  grateful  

 



thanks to Ronnie Tyler who did all the organisation and then was not able to travel due to Covid at the last moment! 

But Rona Musker most ably stood in and all their hard preparatory work meant that the day ran like clockwork!   



The mature specimen trees were almost surpassed by the colour, the scent and the absolute glory of the wonderful 

flowering shrubs, but they are also a very grand feature of these gardens, even though we were told that a lot of 

mature trees were lost in the 1987 storm. 

Interspersed in all this magnificence were the sculptures which seemed to appear around every corner. There is 

something for everybody here!                                

“Beyond the Doll's House” is yet another innovation which is far far more than a simple dolls house!  

And I haven’t even mentioned the several lakes, wallabies, rock garden and great catering. A wonderful day out – it 

takes your breath away – A big thank you to our Gardens Group!                           Alan Borrow 

 

 

STOP PRESS – WINE APPRECIATION: 

Ann Sims, our Groups Coordinator has arranged for a planning meeting to hopefully start WINE 

APPRECIATION FIVE!  Any late interested members out there? Come to MOUNTFORD ONE at   

Emsworth Community Centre for a short planning meeting starting at 2.00 p.m. on MONDAY 16th MAY. 

We have someone interested in running the group. 

 

DAVID GANE addressed us at the last Monthly meeting: 

His talk entitled “When Chimps are smarter than People", hit a definite chord with many members. David followed 
up with this letter to our Chairman: 
 
Hi Anne, 
Thanks for inviting me to speak: I enjoyed it very much, and a number of your people came to talk to me afterwards 
and gave positive feedback.  Your payment has been donated to the Gapminder Foundation. 
If you have a newsletter, Facebook page, or whatever, may I ask you to include the link to my website, in case people 
want to learn more?   
Talks on science and fact based, rational decision making; https://davidgane2.wixsite.com/talksandmore 
 
People might also be interested in the Gapminder website, which includes a lot more questions with unexpected 
answers! 
Here is a screenshot of the home page: 
 

 

 
and here is the website address: http://www.gapminder.org 
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STEM Group  

About 60 members enjoyed a most interesting and revealing talk on Hearing and Balance by visiting speaker Nabil 

Louis FRCS on Thursday 5th May. He covered the basic science (physiology) for hearing and balance and the principles 

of tests used to assess both. Many questions followed including from sailors who learnt why they felt “queasy” on 

the high seas!  Geoff Whalley, the Science and Technology leader, kindly arranged for non members of the group to 

also attend as this subject is very pertinent to our members, or so it appeared!  

 

Nostalgia: 

 

The Milk is on its way from Mason’s dairy at Bedhampton – April 1940! 

 

 

     

 
 

 

 



     

     

 

All contributions for the next newsletter please to: 

alanborrow@virginmedia.com 
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