
  

    

  
  

Group Leaders “Get Together”   

  
Ems Valley held its yearly thank you Social for Group Leaders on Friday 11 March – only of 

course it was three years since our last one due to you-know-what!  About 50 members came along and the 

Community Centre was soon buzzing with talk, catching up and making new friends.  This year we provided 

‘homemade’ food, and many said how much they enjoyed and appreciated it.  Wine was chosen by Alan and again 

enjoyed by all, apart from four hardy orange juice drinkers.  (After clearing away the empty bottles he was heard to 

mutter that we had got through much more wine than usual ….well done Group Leaders!)  

Your Chairman welcomed everyone as soon as they had arrived ‘to get the speeches out of the way so we could eat 

and drink’, and thanked all the Group Leaders for their fantastic and regular work during the past 3 years.  New 

groups since the last meeting are Board Games, Crafts, Day Trippers, Pilates, Pubs and Churches, Roman History and 

Science and Technology – mostly set up by new members!  Some groups had closed, namely Film Studies, Gardening 

One, Literature, Scrabble, and Watercolour.  She commented that closing a group was no shame – some run out of 

steam, have a natural ending, or a lack of a leader, and new groups are formed regularly.    She also thanked Ann 

Sims, our Groups Co-ordinator, who supports us all in anything involving groups. The Chairman reiterated that if our 

group was approached by a member, and we felt it was full, we shouldn’t just tell that person it is full, but should 
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instead tell either Ann Sims, Groups Co-ordinator or the Chairman, so that investigations can be made into starting 

another group.  Ideally, perhaps a member of the original group could start a second group?  

  

  

Our Treasurer, John, then introduced Hilary Street to us all, as she is going to stand for election at the AGM in May, 

when he steps down.  Such fantastic news, as it can be a very hard post to fill.  She was made extremely welcome! 

Alan then set up a flipchart to collect names for talking in the second half of our monthly meetings about individual 

groups – very successful, as we have filled the slots for 12 months.  

All in all, I felt a good evening, with lots of positive feedback!                                                      Anne Powell  
  
  

Some interesting Ems Valley facts from your Chairman….   

    

Since the beginning of lockdown, we have gained 107 fabulous new members!  When u3as in other parts of the 

country are struggling, this is really excellent.    

    

Since September 2021, when we were all back in circulation, we have held 3 welcome coffee mornings for new 

members – these provided a chance to meet many of them and hear what they would like and expect.   

    

Eight new groups have started, six have closed, and two have amalgamated.  At the time of writing the formation of 

three new groups is being pursued.   

    

And ….we need a Secretary for your Committee – not to take minutes, but to receive post from Central Office 

and other post, organise annual papers for the AGM, and circulate an agenda each month for the committee 

meeting.  Any takers?  Time is getting very very short – we need to replace the wonderful Val in May.  

    

    

  

Sheila stands down from being coordinator of MAHJONG  

 

Sheila Morris writes to inform that due to her health, she has decided to  

stand down as Mahjong Coordi nator. Barbara Stevens will take over the  

role. Sheila mentions that she and Mary Morris started the group way  

back in 2009, playing at Mary’s house! She continues :   “ The game became  

very popular, and we taught most players from scratch! I have lost count  

h ow many people we have taught. We became such a large group that  

we had to start a second one. Both were very successful groups. We have  

now amalgamated the two groups playing Thursday afternoons at  

Westbourne Church Hall.”   

Sheila also paid tribute to Dian a Etherington who has just passed away  

just five weeks before her 100 th   birthday.  Diana had helped Sheila and  

Mary in the early days with the instruction of Mahjong!   

On the left, Sheila is pictured at a social with our Chairman, Anne.   

     Best wishes Sheila from  all of us in u3a!   



Theatre Group is back – Ellie Turnbull writes:  
  

After a 2 year break, due to Covid, the time has come to get back to the theatre as a group. I have tickets for the 

Festival season in Chichester. Seats for the Festival Theatre are £30 and the Minerva are £26 which is a big reduction 

on the normal ticket prices. As the group bookings is done before tickets go on sale to the general public they are 

good seats particularly in the Festival theatre.  

  

There is plenty of choice some serious plays, some comedies, world premier productions 

and of course the annual musical which is always spectacular at Chichester. Members of the 

theatre group should have received full details of the programme and dates and times. Any U3A member who has 

yet to join theatre group can apply for tickets just email ellie.turnbull10@gmail.com and she will send you the 

programme and booking form.   

  

Please note the closing date for buying tickets is 18 April 2022  
  

                The summer Musical is Crazy for You!  

 
  

  
    

                                      

Music & Lyrics  

by  George  

Gershwin   and  

Ira Gershwin   



  

  

David Rudwick visits “BRICKS BUSINESS” as we 

review MIDHURST  
  

“Bricks Business” devoted their March meeting to the lovely country 

town of Midhurst. David, pictured left, concentrating on executing his 

selfie, is a member of the longstanding Midhurst Society. I had 

completed the photography some two weeks earlier and David 

offered to come to the meeting to give us his home town history. 

Twenty two members had the advantage of a double take therefore, 

me on one side of the screen detailing the quirky but most attractive 

stone and brick architecture, and David on the other side giving us his 

connection or knowledge of each building. The test for him was 

“where or what was it?”. He had not seen the power point 

presentation until it showed on the screen due to the short notice 

that we knew of his availability!  

Needless to say, he did a great job and it seemed amazing to the 

audience that his grandmother seemed to have inhabited each and every house! Yes, David is some character and 

he really brought MIDHURST to life for us that afternoon!  

Of course, most had visited the town before but now we have a much more intimate view of Midhurst:  Did you 

know that it houses the central office of England’s newest NATIONAL PARK, The South Downs National Park? That 

the Spread Eagle hotel dates back to 1420?  

That the wealth of the Cowdray Estate originated in part from the building of the Panama Canal? Hey Ho! David 

pointed out to us that the old brickworks at Pitsham, just to the south of Midhurst, was still operative and 

suggested that we might consider a future visit there. (He also said he would like to join us if it happened!)  

                                                                                                                                                                  Alan Borrow   

Wine Group 2  
  

During Lockdown last year Wine group 2 should have been celebrating the 10 year Anniversary of its Foundation.   

The first meeting was attended by 20 people on the 27th March 2011.  This gathering was hosted by Alan Borrow 

of Wine group 1 so that he could “show us the ropes” so to speak.  Also in attendance was Pauline Tyrer – then 

Wine group 1’s  Co-ordinator.  Pauline was able to offer me invaluable advice on the running of a wine group. Over 

the past ten years the Group has gone from strength to strength.  John Jackson and Susan Resouly have expertly 

selected the monthly wines, interspersed with some of our own members’ presentations and tastings. During the 

full Lockdown, John and Susan stalwartly kept our enthusiasm and momentum going.  They supervised and co-

ordinated the distribution of small bottles of wine which had been decanted from their monthly selection.   

We were then able to sample the wines and discuss them together on Zoom calls.  



We gradually started to witness a return to normal with our annual Summer BBQ in August 2021.  It was a somewhat 

scaled down version of our normal affair but kindly 

hosted by Trevor and Sheila Redman. (pic on left) It 

was good to be able socialise again over a few 

glasses of wine. Before Christmas we held our 

customary Christmas party at the Community 

Centre – we were really anticipating normality now.   

John had provided an excellent selection of festive 

wines.  As ever, our members supplied a delicious, 

varied range of canapés.   

We are a very successful group as a result of the 

support and camaraderie of all our members.  We 

look forward to the next eleven years as we start 

our twelfth year in April.  

                                                                Liz Collins  
  

Enjoy other pics from Wine 2 below.  

  
  

Below: Joint leaders of  Wine two, John Jackson and Susan Resouly  



  

                         

  

  

DAY TRIPPERS -  ARUNDEL CASTLE TULIP FESTIVAL   26 APRIL 2022  
 Our next outing is to the Tulip Festival at Arundel Castle on 26 April. We will meet at the Garden Ticket Entrance at  

10:00am  

About the Festival and getting there:  

Arundel Castle’s Tulipfest and Gardens – tens of thousands of bulbs to see and the rest of the gardens are 

wonderful.  

COST:  £13.00 PER PERSON (they will not accept Gardeners’ World  two for one cards in April) 

Free rides  inside the grounds by buggy for those who need it- the grounds can be steep for some.  

(You cannot get into the Castle café on a garden ticket.)   

 Transport  

35 mins along A27 from Emsworth.    

There’s a large car park opposite the Castle or, if you’re lucky, free parking along that road.  

OR trains to and from Emsworth twice an hour, change at Barnham.  

Train cost is £10 return with no railcard.  

The station is about a 15-minute walk from the Castle, pretty much on a level.  

   

After the gardens, at 1:00 pm we will meet at La Campania on 51 High Street in Arundel for a special lunch together.  

Please see the menu below. If you plan to lunch at La Campania, please get back to me with the names of your party 

and your lunch choices. We need to confirm the number of people and their meal selections by Friday, 22 April!!  



 
Bruschetta   

(Finely chopped tomato, red onion, basil topped on toasted Italian bread)  

MAIN  

Penne Alfonsina (Penne pasta served with fillets of chicken in a creamy peppercorn sauce)   

Goat’s Cheese Salad, (Grilled goat’s cheese topped with sesame seeds served on a bed of mixed salad leaf with 

toasted croutons, avocado and sprinkled with toasted pine nuts. Honey mustard dressing and finished with 

balsamic.)  

Don Nicola Pizza (Mozzarella, goat’s cheese, dolcelatte and cherry tomatoes)  

Cannelloni (Rolls of pasta  with Ricotta cheese and spinach, baked in a tomato sauce and topped with Mozzarella)  

Cozze alla Crema  (Mussels in white wine and garlic creamy sauce)  

Vegan No-Chicken Cotoletta (Plant-based no-chicken coated with breadcrumbs and served with Gnocchi with 

vegan basil pesto sauce)  DESSERT  

Tiramisu  (Three layers of sponge soaked with coffee and Amaretto, filled with Mascarpone and rich cacao powder)  

Chocolate Brownie (Bananas, cream and toffee on a base of crumbled biscuits and butter)  

Orange Pannacotta (Fresh cream, vanilla, orange and Cointreau)  

Affogato  (Vanilla ice cream with hot espresso coffee on top)  

Gelato or Vegan-ice cream or Sorbetto (Two scoops of ice cream or sorbet)  

We look forward to seeing you on the day,                                               Pam, Simon and Steve  

Spring Learning Programme   

The Third Age Trust writes: You can get now get involved in the new u3a Spring Learning Programme. It is 

packed with member-led initiatives from across the movement, sharing skills, talents - so there's lot of new 

things to learn.  

As a member of u3a, you can get involved with the u3a Book Group Forum, Logic Puzzles for Fun, Extreme  

Crochet and Paper Craft, to name a few. Alison May, Head of Member Services at u3a head office, says 

"We're so excited to launch the new Spring Learning Programme. We've been working with members across 

the movement to showcase their talents and share with colleagues and friends in the u3a who want to learn 

something new. Our initiatives are always popular so don't miss out; sign up to try a new challenge."  

Our Book Group Subject Adviser Richard is leading on the u3a Book Forum, Logic Puzzles for Fun are led 

by Norwich u3a member Gordon, Extreme Crochet is led by Trust u3a member and crochet enthusiast Chris, 

and Kirigami is led by Forest Town & District u3a member Bob.                                                                    

For further information enter “u3a National programmes”   into  your browser  

Price:     course £12,   1   
2  courses £15, 3 courses £18.    
Add a glass of wine for £4.    
STARTER   
Soup of the day   
Caprese Salad   
Tomato, mozzarella and red  ( 

onions salad with basil  oil   
dressing)   
Garlic Bread Mozzarella & Nduja    
( Ciabatta garlic bread with  
Mozzarella and Italian spicy  
sausage)   
Pate La Campania    
( Chicken liver Pate served with  
garlic bread)   
Parma & Melon   
( Parma Ham, Galia Melon and  
rocket salad)   



  
  
Letter to the Editor  
Dear Editor,  

 When I arrived in Emsworth in 1940, and throughout the Forties, it was referred to as a town, with no 

mention of ‘village’.  It then had around 4000 residents. The population is now, I believe, ten times that 

figure. With the resultant loss of our green fields, the intolerable traffic on the A259, etc., etc., may I 

suggest that we re-designate Emsworth as ‘urban sprawl’ !  

                                                                                                                      Yours sincerely, Ian Archer.  

  
  
  
Welcome to our new Treasurer!  

John Blaber, our treasurer, writes:  

I am delighted to report that your Committee’s efforts to find a new 

Treasurer have been successful.  

Step forward Hilary Street, one of our newer members, who 

volunteered to take over from myself as soon as the formalities 

have been completed at the AGM. Hilary has a background in 

management accounts and will make an excellent Treasurer. I for 

one, am most grateful to Hilary coming forward at this stage as we 

will now be able to facilitate an orderly transfer of  

responsibilities. I am sure, like me, you will wish her every success in 

her new role.  
Left: Hilary Street  

  
  
  
  
  
More facts about our road/rail link with HAYLING ISLAND.  



  
  

The road bridge shown in the above diagram was opened in 1824 and it had a swing bridge arrangement in the 

middle to aid navigation. Before 1823 residents had to use an ancient Wadeway, shown on the right of the map by a  

dotted line. This started at Langstone High Street. It has largely been washed away, or destroyed when the 

Portsmouth to Arundel canal was built in 1824.  

The new road bridge was opened in 1956 and was updated more recently.  

The rail link was established in 1865 when the “Hayling Billy” started. This also had a swing bridge in the middle to 

facilitate navigation. It is important to remember that the Portsmouth to Arundel canal was opened in 1824 and that 

this provided a waterway to London before the railways took over. We had a recent article in this newsletter 

mentioning armed guards riding “shotgun” on this barge when transporting currency to pay the garrison troops in 

Portsmouth.  

You also may remember my article on another transport venture – the Langstone to I.O.W. goods ferry. This sailed 

from the wharf shown just to the left-hand side of the rail line bridge and only operated for a short period before it 

closed because of little demand. Hayling Billy ran from a separate siding at Havant station to the southern end of the 

Island. Obviously, it took a lot of the “steam” out of the road traffic at that time!   

The photo at the very bottom of this article is approaching the road bridge, taken looking back to Langstone, and 

shows the “Billie” – on the extreme left - about to cross over the adjacent rail bridge. The level crossing can be seen 

in the distance, and on the right-hand side just above the man crossing, the little wooden toll booth where we paid 

our dues to cross. The bridge at that time was owned by the railways.  At week ends on a fine summer’s day there 

was always a queue here!  There was a weight-limit on the old wooden bridge and after WW2, as the bridge was 

becoming more dilapidated, only single-decker buses were allowed across and if they were carrying too many 

passengers some had to get out and walk.    

  

Photo below shows “Billy” leaving Hayling station for its return to Havant in 1956.  



 

  

  
  

Photo above show the Swing Bridge (rail bridge) in the open position allowing a ship to pass.  

  

  

  



 

  
  

The picture above shows the  

state of the old wooden bridge  

on its primitive pi les. And the  

picture on the left illustrates that  

a plumb line was not necessarily  

used!   

  

The present Langstone (Road)  

Bridge  is   an outstanding example  

of a pre - stressed concrete  

bridge.  ( opened 1956)   All the  

concrete  beams and piles had  

been pre - cast at   Langstone Quay  

car park which was levelled for  

the purpose, and an on - site  

laboratory had been built to test  

the materials. The beams were  

taken out to the bridge on a  

small gauge railway with a diesel  

locomotive and the piles were  

rammed into place using   a 100 - 

ton pile driver which ran on  

rollers. The contractors,  

Christiani and Neilson,  

completed the project 5 months  

ahead of schedule, its estimated  

cost being £311,000.   

The first vehicle to cross the new  

bridge was a black and yellow  

coach with two horse s   ( see  left )   

which carried the official party  

and was driven by Sir Dymoke  

White, vice - chairman of  

Hampshire County Council.   



The dignitaries then lunched at Warblington Secondary School where they were served by senior girl pupils. At 

4.30pm on the day of the opening, 21 vintage cars, which had been driven to Beachlands that morning for an Old 

Crocks Rally, returned crossing the new bridge.  

 

My childhood memories are of lovely sand at the Hayling beach. At certain times of the summer, fishermen would 

descend with their rowing boat. Two men would row at great pace out to sea – along – and back again while a third 

would stand in the stern paying out a long net. When they beached, they all jumped out to begin the long job of 

hauling in this net. The number of Mackerel that were eventually hauled in had to be seen to be believed!  Basket 

upon basket were loaded onto their lorry, but us boys were allowed to purchase – 5 fish for a shilling! We had a 

special extra-large sandcastle bucket for the fish! It was then the rule that we had to eat them fresh, that very night! 

Never have fresh Mackerel tasted so good!     The Editor  

  

  

STEM Group will focus on a Big Civil Engineering Project at the April Meeting  
On Thursday 7th April 2.00 pm - St James Parish Hall   

  
We’ve enjoyed some very interesting meetings during our 

first year.  The Group was started just over 12 months ago 

and is going from strength to strength, now with 59 

members!  

Due to popular demand, we have decided to open up the 

STEM Group meetings to other Ems Valley members, if 

they are particularly interested in one of our wide range 

of topics.    

We have a very wide range of topics within Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM) - and in April 

we will look at a Major overseas Civil Engineering 

Project.   

   

            



The Development of The New Hong  

Kong Airport at Chek Lap Kok  by 
Robin Whalley  FICE  (Visiting 
Speaker)  
 All Ems Valley U3A members are 

welcome, but we have to keep an eye 

on numbers.  So if you would like to 

apply to attend, please email the Group 

Coordinator, by clicking the “Messenger 

Bird” on the Science and Technology 

Group page on our website.  There is a 

limit on numbers so first come first 

served. You will be assured  

of a warm welcome and will get a reply confirming that you have a place.  

Below is a list of our future Subjects/Speakers:  
   

6th April  Visit 1 to Budd's Farm WWTW    

The Development of Hong Kong’s Chek Lap Kok 

7th April  Airport  

Robin Whalley FICE  (Visiting 

Speaker)  

8th April  Visit 2 to Budd's Farm WWTW  Peter Forster (Organiser)  

5th May  Deafness  and Vertigo  Nabil Louis FRCS (Visiting Speaker)  

2nd June  Spring Bank Holiday - Agreed No Meeting    

7th July  Submarines  Jamie Barr  

4th August  Possibly No Meeting - TBD    

1st September Technology in Model Railways  Les Pallet  

6th October  Stem Cells and Regenerative Medicine  Peter Goldfarb  

3rd November Particle Physics Research at CERN  Dr Josh McFayden (Visiting Speaker)  

1st December The Apple Air Tag - A Good Christmas Present?   Geoff Whalley  

   & Christmas Networking Session!    

  

                      



  

An elderly physician, Doctor Geezer, became very bored in retirement and decided to re-open a medical 

clinic.  He put a sign up outside that said: "Dr. Geezer's clinic: Get your treatment for £500 - if not cured, 

get back £1,000."  

Doctor Young, who was positive that this old geezer didn't know anything about medicine, thought this 

would be a great opportunity to get £1,000. So, he hotfooted his way to Dr. Geezer's clinic.  
Dr. Young:  "Dr. Geezer, I have lost all taste in my mouth. Can you please help me?"  

Dr. Geezer:  "Nurse, please bring medicine from box 22 and put 3 drops in Dr. Young's mouth."  

Dr. Young:  'Aaagh! -- This is petrol!"  

  

Dr. Geezer:  "Congratulations! I see you have got your taste back. That will be £500.” Dr. 

Young, very annoyed, goes back after a couple of days figuring to recover his money.  

Dr. Young:  "I have lost my memory, I cannot remember anything."  

Dr. Geezer:  "Nurse, please bring medicine from box 22 and put 3 drops in the patient's mouth."  

Dr. Young:  "Oh, no you don't -- that's petrol!"  

Dr. Geezer:  "Congratulations! You've got your memory back. That will be £500."  

Dr. Young (now having lost £1000) leaves angrily and comes back after several more days.  

Dr. Young:  "My eyesight has become weak --- I can hardly see anything!"  

Dr. Geezer:  "Well, I don't have any medicine for that so here's your £1000 back" (giving him a £10 note).  

Dr. Young:  "But this is only £10!"  

Dr. Geezer:  "Congratulations! I see you have got your vision back! That will be £500."  

  

Moral of this story -- Just because you're "Young" doesn't mean 

that you can outsmart an old Geezer.  

  

.  

              
    



 
 

   

                      

    



If you forgot last Saturday  

Don’t panic  

You have until midday 

tomorrow.  

                       

  

All contributions for the next newsletter please to: 

alanborrow@virginmedia.com  

  


