U3A Garden Group 1 Programme 2024

This is a list of our visits for 2024. In order to let our hosts know how many of us are coming, PLEASE contact the visit’s organiser (see the membership list for details) if you are UNABLE to attend.
We include details of public transport links to the gardens, but this is not always easy. We ask therefore that car owners be willing to offer lifts to other members in their area, if possible. Details of car owners who are able to offer lifts are shown on the membership list.
	Date
	Venue
	  Cost
	Tea/coffee
	Organiser

	16 Feb
  12pm

-----------
	Lunch at Merchants’ Golf Club. Cost includes a tip. 12 for 12.30pm 
	   £29
	
	Brian Pryde 

	15 March
  2pm

-----------


	Sally Lorimore talk at Reid Memorial Church Hall
West Savile Terrace EH9 3HY
Sally will talk (with slides) about how Willowhill, her three-acre garden, has evolved over the years. The house is surrounded by a series of mixed borders designed with different vibrant colour combinations for effect all season, with roses, herbaceous perennials and annuals planted through the wide borders. A new ‘no dig’ 160-foot border in shades of white, blue, purple and pale yellow was created in 2019/2020.

The hall is located behind the church. Enter from West Savile Terrace through the wrought iron gates into the church garden. Follow the sloping path down to the left and enter the building at the end. The hall is at the end of the corridor. There are no steps, but the garden path has uneven paving.
Travel
Parking: unlimited free parking on West Savile Terrace and Blackford Avenue.

Buses: 24, 38 and 41 
	   £5
	Included
	Anne Taylor

	Wed 24 April

1.45pm

NOTE DATE and TIME
-----------
	Pentland Plants
Pentland Mains, Loanhead EH20 9QG

For over 50 years Pentland Plants have been growing plants and expanding their garden centre just south of Edinburgh. They grow all their own bedding and basket plants and produce over 50 million on the nurseries each year for garden centres and local councils. We will have a guided tour round their huge production glasshouses, and see how they do it.

Travel
By car: On the A701 to Straiton Retail Park, and carry on past IKEA. Pentland Garden Centre has a sign on the right hand side, just past some traffic lights.

Buses:37. Get off on Niven’s Knowe Road and walk a short distance along the A701
	  £6
	Available

in garden centre cafe
	Anne Taylor

	17 May

2pm

-----------
	Redcroft Garden
23 Murrayfield Road EH12 6EP
A walled garden, owned by James and Anna Buxton, that surrounds an Arts and Crafts House, off a busy road. Planted and maintained with shape and texture in mind. In May, there should be a fine display of flowering shrubs, including rhododendrons, tulips and other bulbs. There is full disabled access.
Travel
By car: Murrayfield Road runs north from Corstorphine Road to Ravelston Dykes. The garden is on the left side travelling north. There is free on street parking.

Bus: number 38 goes past the garden.
	   £5
	Included
	 Sally Heron

	21 June

2pm

-----------
	St Mary’s Pleasance, Haddington
28 Sidegate, Haddington EH41 4BU
St Mary's Pleasance is a 17th Century restored, walled garden in the heart of Haddington. It occupies 1.6 acres between St Mary's Church and Haddington House. It is a Community Garden, maintained by Haddington Garden Trust, with the help of volunteers. A highlight is a laburnum arch with a boxed hornbeam walk but the garden boasts other notable features, including a formal garden, cottage garden, rose border, raised herb beds and an orchard, containing heritage varieties of fruit. There is also a wildflower meadow.

It is hoped that there will be a short introductory talk before our tour.
Travel
By car: Turn off the A1 Edinburgh to Berwick-on Tweed road, to follow the A199 to Haddington. The garden is in the centre of the town next to St Mary's Parish Church. 

Bus: Lothian East Coast X6 from Waterloo Place


	   £5
	Available

locally
	 Sally Heron

	19 July
  2pm

-----------
	Gullane House, Gullane
Sandy Loan, Gullane EH31 2BH
A traditional walled garden of three acres. The front of the house looks onto rose-hedged twin herbaceous borders of delphinium, peonies and lupins followed by dahlias, phlox and salvias and preceded by tulips and alliums. A small lily pond leads through to the rose and lavender garden planted in 2018. The next ‘room’ is reached through a beech hedge and houses soft fruits and vegetables and an informal barbecue area. The orchard boasts a selection of fruit trees and there are magnificent, mature trees throughout the garden.

Gullane House is situated on Sandy Loan about 30 yards from the main street in Gullane.
Travel
By car:Follow the A1 to the A198 exit for Longniddry. Continue to Gullane. On entering the village turn left at the ruined church and graveyard into Sandy Loan. 
Parking: 5-7 cars at the house, plenty locally

Buses: Lothian East Coast 124, 125, 126, X5
	   £5
	Available locally
	Anne Taylor

	16 August

2pm

-----------
	Riccarton Farm
Riccarton Mains Road, Edinburgh EH14 4AR 
A large garden (developed from scratch over the last 50 years) divided into sections and terraces, giving interest and colour through the year, from spring bulbs and blossom to herbaceous borders and roses in the summer. There is a small wood with some interesting trees plus a pond and a small orchard with vegetables. Limited garden area for people with walking difficulties.
Travel
By car: On the A71 from Edinburgh - at the roundabout for Heriot Watt University, turn left onto Riccarton Mains Road. At the second roundabout, the entrance to the garden is on the east side of it.  From Currie village, turn right onto Riccarton Mains Road.
	   £5
	Included
	Hilary Vandore

	20 Sept
  2pm

-----------
	Amisfield Walled Garden, Haddington
The Walled Garden dates from 1783 as part of the policies of Amisfield House which was demolished in the 1920’s. The 8 acre garden has been transformed by volunteers, from a wilderness, to a beautiful garden space and community facility over the past 14 years. An introductory talk will be given by one of the volunteers.

The garden is all on one level and paths are surfaced with smooth whin dust.
Travel
By car: use postcode EH41 3TE in Sat Nav to Abbey Bridge close to main A1road and turn right onto the minor road.
Parking is available just outside the garden walls.
Buses:  from Edinburgh are Nos. 253 or X7 to Abbey Toll Haddington then a 15 minute walk.

Dogs on leads are welcome 

A wheelchair is available for loan on request
	  £5
	Available locally
	Brian Pryde

	18 Oct
  2pm

-----------
	Garden Quiz at Reid Memorial Church Hall
West Savile Terrace EH9 3HY
Quiz led by Les Dickinson

The hall is located behind the church. Enter from West Savile Terrace through the wrought iron gates into the church garden. Follow the sloping path down to the left and enter the building at the end. The hall is at the end of the corridor. There are no steps, but the garden path has uneven paving.
Travel
Parking: unlimited free parking on West Savile Terrace and Blackford Avenue.

Buses: 24, 38 and 41 
	    £5
	Included
	Anne

Taylor



