
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Non-Fiction Book Group 

• Bring along a non-fiction book you have read. 

• Talk about it for ten minutes or so 

• Join in the discussion it kicks-off 

  



Topics we have discussed include: 

“Origins of the Welfare State”  “Up Helly Aa festival” 

“Yeasts cells and division  “The True Story of Trader Horn” 

“Childrens’ memories of war in Russia”   “Identity politics” 

“Lincoln’s ambivalence to slavery”  “History of Venice” 

“Genetic counselling”  “Attenborough’s vision for the 

future” 

“Learning from Data”  “What chess is about” 

“Future fossils”  “Barak Obama” “Humans are Weird” 

“Perfectionism and Haute Cuisine”  “Walter Scott”  

“Exploration of the Missouri”   “Scottish watershed walk” 

“The Leveller revolution”   “Handling dementia” 

“Robert Maxwell’s fall”  “John le Carre and spying” 

“Origins of modern thought”  “Ancient Roman humour” 

“Historical changes in perspective”  “Colonisation of Mars” 

“Pre-Raphaelite muses”  “The mind of Hilary Mantel” 

 “Chronology of ancient Egypt”  “Elon Musk and Asperger’s” 

“Samantha Power”  “Loss of community in white America” 



“Scottish Lichens”  “Benjamin Franklin; driven genius” 

“History of the Sapiens species” “Perception and polling” 

Development of Astra Venica vaccine Covid -19 

Post WW1 Peace Conference Warfare and boundaries 

Colonialism in Barotseland Capitalism and climate change 

Environmental issues Public rights-of-way 

Uruguay private school Irish-Scottish connections 

Hudson River air crash Borders botanical art 

Second wave of feminism O.S. map ephemera 

Throw-away culture Fungi 

Retreat of empire Artefacts and indigenous culture 

Hunting & fishing in 19c. Norway Geopoetry 

An autistic life  Round the UK on a bike 

Science of sleep and dreams Impact of public schools on UK 

Hoarding and house clearance History by artefact 

Motivations for Empire Chemical engineering in Scotland 

Doctor’s pandemic experience The Reivers 

Trespass and open access  Practical microscopy 



Emergence of new diseases Historical geological controversies 

Dinosaurs  Wild farming 

1950s household tips Moths 

The Scottish enlightenment Ethics in biomedics 

 


