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Some coffee botany



Flowers of Arabica coffee



Ripe fruits of Arabica coffee



Fruits and seeds of Arabica coffee



Coffea canephora (robusta) Coffea arabica (Arabica)



C. arabica

1000–2000 m 

alt.
C. canephora (robusta)
250–1500 m alt.

Wild distribution of Arabica and robusta coffee



Coffee use and culture



Coffee Use

Human Evolution



Coffee as food – sweet and sustaining



Qishr (coffee-husk tea)



Leaves

Dried fruits

Husks (pulp)



Coffee beans with oil, onion and garlic





Coffee: from forest to field



C. arabica

1000–2000 m 

alt.
C. canephora (robusta)
250–1500 m alt.

Wild distribution of Arabica and robusta coffee



Ethiopian coffee forest



The spread of Arabica coffee farming

Wellman (1961)



Coffee drinking in the Yemen 





Yemen and Mocha



Coffee farming in Yemen 









Constantinople – mid 1500s onwards



Vienna – late 1600s onwards



Coffee first consumed at Balliol College Oxford –1637



Angel Inn (Oxford). The first coffee house in England – 1650 



Coffee is consumed in London – 1657 onwards



Tom King’s Coffee House 
Covent Garden 

Hogarth – Morning from Four Times of the Day (1736)



Coffee farming in Kenya ― 1920s



The birth of modern coffee culture 



The re-birth of espresso coffee

Italian Achille Gaggia ‘evolves’ the new generation of Espresso 
machines  in 1946 



Soho coffee bars of the 1950s

Moka Coffee Bar 

29 Frith Street, Soho





John 'Hoppy' Hopkins - photography 1960―1966

Bikers in coffee bar —1960s



Mid-1970s America

Italian coffee revival in America





Coffee in the ‘third wave’



Coffee – a global beverage

Around 2 billion cups consumed per day globally





Coffee ─ a major global commodity



Robusta

mixed

Arabica

The world’s  coffee producing countries

Over six billion kg exported each year

25 million coffee farming families worldwide 



100,000,000
Coffee farmers



Arabica coffee (Coffea arabica)



Coffee leaf rust (CLR)



Sri Lanka ―  1870s



The evacuation of Sri Lanka (Ceylon)





Liberica coffee  – Dominica 1886

Kew and the dissemination of coffee



Robusta coffee (Coffea canephora) — a new species in 1897 



James Augustus GrantJohn Hanning Speke

Collected by Grant & Speke on their 

expedition to find the source of the Nile 

(1862). These robusta specimens were 
collected in 1860 and later  passed on to 

David Livingstone in Zanzibar. 



Kew to Uganda 1901

Congo to Kew 1898

Congo to Java1901

Java to Uganda 1910

ROBUSTA ORIGIN 
Out of Africa



ROBUSTA COFFEE
A global success
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End of Part I

…it’s coffee (or tea) time


