
 Ealing U3A Autumn Term 2019 – Programme of Weekly talks 
DATES SPEAKER TITLE PRECIS OF TALK 

05 Sept 19 * Colin Lomas, Art Historian and 
member of Ealing U3A 

Myths & Legends in Art & Music  
 

Myths and Legends are the lifeblood of art and music. Hear stories from mythology, 
Shakespeare and others, and enjoy the arts works and music that grew from them. 

12 Sept 19 Victoria McGrath, Museum of 
Richmond 

 

The History of Richmond incl the 
impact of the Victorian Railway 

In this fascinating talk, we will explore how Richmond was transformed from a sleepy 
village with Royal connections, to a bustling Royal Borough thanks to the arrival of the 
railways 

19 Sept 19 
 

Dr. Gerda Wielander, Professor 
of Chinese Studies, University of 
Westminster 

 

Christianity in China Drawing on the findings in her book Christian Values in Communist China, Professor 
Wielander’s talk will focus on some key points as well as some common 
misconceptions about contemporary Chinese Christianity 

26 Sept 19 
 

PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION RESULTS ANNOUNCEMENTS  
followed by 

* Ian Richardson, ex BBC World 
News 

Tiananmen Square: the 30th 
Anniversary 

Some personal memories of what it was like being in Beijing as BBC team leader during 
the student uprising 30 years ago 

03 Oct 19  
 

* John Naylor, retired Physics 
Teacher with an interest in 
optics 

 Out of the Blue 
 

Light playing on water drops, dust or ice crystals in the atmosphere produces a host of 
visual spectacles from rainbows, halos and glories to sky colours and mirages. This talk 
will explain what these are and where to see them. 

10 Oct 19 
 

Dr. Brian Marker, Geologist 
 

Geological perspectives on 
climate and life 

Over the past 4.6 billion years the Earth has experienced many physical, chemical and 
biological changes. Since simple living organisms appeared about 3.5 billion years ago, 
diverse and complex ecosystems have appeared, disappeared and then been replaced 
by others. This talk will briefly review geological trends and events associated with past 
mass extinction events, in which climate has often played a part.  

17 Oct 19 
 

Helen Johnston, Senior 
Community Archaeologist, 
Museum of London (MOLA)  

 

Palace Foreshores: Investigations 
on the River Thames at 
Richmond, Fulham, Greenwich 
and the Tower of London  

When the tide is out, the Thames is the longest open-air archaeological site in London. 
This talk will explore the foreshores of the palaces situated on the river’s banks from 
Richmond to Greenwich, and examine the discoveries made by the Thames Discovery 
Programme and other archaeological projects. 

24 Oct 19 
 

* Dan Williams, Lecturer in Film 
Studies 

Ealing Films 
 

An introduction and analysis of key films from the Ealing studios with consideration of 
the context in which they were made 

31 Oct 19 
 

* Mark Lewis, Freelance artist, 
designer-silversmith, folklorist 
and member of the Folklore 
Society 

Exploring Folklore 
 

The talk explores folklore past and present, looking at the nature and origins of folklore 
and some of its broad themes – festivals, narratives, drama, folk customs and beliefs. 
The ways in which folklorists interpret their social and cultural meanings will also be 
discussed. 

 
* These speakers have all given talks at Ealing U3A previously 
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07 Nov 19 
 

Jean Brewster, Linguistic 
Scientist and member of Ealing 
U3A 
 

The Secret Life of the English 
Language 

Where does the word “secret” come from? And why does it have so many synonyms? 
This talk highlights aspects of the development of English, especially its vocabulary, 
revealing secrets of the English lexicon while also providing surprising insights into how 
we use the English language today. 

14 Nov 19 
 

Doug King LVO, Chair of the 
Board of Trustees of The 
Questors Theatre  

A Defender of the Realm:  My 
time in the Royal Household 
2007- 2012  

Five years working directly to HM The Queen, the role of the head of State, and  
illustrations of what that role entails – a personal perspective. 
 

21 Nov 19 The Hon. Dr. Jocelynne Scutt, 
Barrister & Human Rights 
Lawyer 

When is Conduct Criminal: 
Investigating the Case of The 
Horror-Struck Householder and 
The Case of The Wilful Wife 

The Householder – Can a householder defend house and home with a weapon, and 
what happens if an intruder is shot with it?  
The Wife – Can a wife escape the consequences of her criminal conduct by relying 
upon the notion that a husband is in control, and should take responsibility? 
These questions arise in decisions to prosecute – or not – and common law rules and 
statutory changes dictate the outcome. Do you agree with the law? You decide 

28 Nov 19 * Mike Black, retired University 
Lecturer and Researcher, former 
Chair of Ealing U3A 

Food for Thought There is an enormous range of food available – numerous plants and animals and the 
things made from them such as bread and roast chicken. Where did all this food come 
from? The Garden of Eden, perhaps? We will examine the origins of some of our basic 
foodstuffs 

05 Dec 19 Dame Elizabeth Anionwu, 
Nurse, health visitor, tutor & 
Professor of Nursing 

Breaking Through Despite the 
Odds  

Dame Elizabeth will dip into her memoirs to describe her time in care as a child, how 
she unexpectedly found her Nigerian father in her mid-20s and her involvement in two 
campaigns: 1) for better sickle cell care and 2) a statue for Mary Seacole 

12 Dec 19 * Chris Truran, former Scenes of 
Crime Officer, Metropolitan 
Police 

Digital Forensics – Who’s 
Watching You?  

This talk covers the use of CCTV to catch criminals, Internet child pornographer 

captured, scam calls from criminals and includes the murder of a WPC in Bradford and 

the international hunt to bring 3 murderous criminals to justice. Also, how to 

triangulate the position of suspects using their mobile phones.  

 Winter term starts 9th Jan 2020  

 
* These speakers have all given talks at Ealing U3A previously 


