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EDITORIAL 

 

Welcome to issue 105 of ‘The Cryer’, the Dronfield 

u3a newsletter. This will be an amazingly short  

Editorial as the ’Peaky Wallers’ news will require 

most of the front page. There is just enough room 

for me to say that now that we are properly into the 

holiday  season, whether you are going away or 

relaxing at home, I hope you have a good time, and 

I shall see you in September.                                     

Jed Stone (Editor) 

Last month I tried to forecast what was going to 

happen with our dry stone walling exploits in the 

Peak District and to a large degree ‘Mystic Mike’ 

was right. It’s a pity I couldn’t predict the numbers 

for the Lottery! 

 

At the beginning of the month we were walling at 

North Lees Hall farm. It 

presented us with a  

challenge of both  

design and building  

technique. We had been 

given what was almost a 

blank canvas in terms of 

what to do with a pile of 

stone. It was given careful  

consideration and then 

the small group set about 

the task. We needed to allow for the fact, or hope, 

that the farmer wanted to accommodate  the  

installation of a large gate to give him easy access 

to other farm spaces.  
 

We normally wall along a length of existing wall but 

this time we had to work in an open space and 

work backwards and 

tie in to another piece 

of wall. We started by 

moving  some  rather 

large pieces of stone 

to use for the base on 

which to build before 

we actually started to  

build the wall itself. We were unable to complete the 

task but this happily leaves the Group with further 

work to occupy them in August. 
            

Later in the month we had a ‘practice build’ at Brunts 

Barn Ranger Station. Our ’training’ session on the 

practice wall proved to be 

a success especially as 

the weather was kind and 

we had the additional  

expertise of an  

experienced waller and  

ex-Ranger, Terry Page, to 

guide us on the training 

wall. The sun shone,  

unlike some previous days 

in the Peak when we have 

been exposed to all four 

seasons in a day of walling, and the ‘walling’ went 

well. The barbecue that followed on from the ‘training’ 

completed the day nicely.  
 

To complete the month, on the 22nd I received this ... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘You have been nominated for a team award for your dry  

stone walling contribution to the National Park! You have 

demonstrated great commitment to developing your skills, 

meeting in all weathers and have repaired some 500 metres of 

walling…now calling yourselves The Peaky Wallers. Your keen  

interest and skill continue to be a huge asset to the Park.  

Great job and thank you!’ 

                                 Andrea McCaskie  (Interim Chief Executive) 

- - - - - -  

I understand that the Peak District Park Team Awards 

are being presented on Thursday 8 September 

which is fortuitous as it is one of our walling days so if 

we are winners we’ll all have to go in our “dirty walling 

gear and muddy boots.”  I shall keep you informed. 

                              Mike Baker 

 

BACK TO THE FUTURE 



MEETING—12th October 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Now the bad news … unless we find 

some new Trustees (Committee  

Members), there is a serious risk that 

this will be our last AGM and that the u3a will have 

to close!!  Trustees can only come from the  

membership.—People like you! 
 

For the last year we have only had 6 Trustees, we 

should have 12. Three of the existing Trustees, 

including our Secretary, have to retire in October. 

It is simply not possible to run the u3a with only 3 

Trustees. You will start receiving information about 

the AGM later in August. It will include a call for 

nominations for election to the Committee. Please 

think seriously about whether this is something you 

could do. If you would like to know more about 

what is involved contact me or Steve Bradbury, our 

Secretary (secretary@dronfieldu3a.org.uk ) 

 

Marion Clyde 

(chair@dronfieldu3a.org.uk) 

A REMINDER 

 

ON THE WEB 

The Dronfield and District u3a website can 

be accessed by copying and pasting, typing   

       www.u3asites.org.uk/dronfield  

into your search engine and pressing return.  

MEETING-Wednesday  September 21st  

PARTY TIME! 

Everyone is welcome to join the  

celebration of the 40th anniversary of the 

launch of u3as in the UK. This is in 

place of our planned speaker meeting, which has 

been rescheduled for November. And remember, 

unlike our normal monthly meetings, this meeting 

is on the third not the second Wednesday of the 

month. So it’s on Wednesday 21st September not 

Wednesday 14th.  
 

We are asking members to book for this meeting, 

to help with planning and to ensure we don’t  

exceed the capacity in the Civic Hall. At the  

moment we are just planning one event, in the 

morning; but we will organise a second session in 

the afternoon if there is sufficient demand. 
 

To book your place, see the event information on 

the Members page of the website. Postal members 

who do not use email should telephone 01246 

900201. 

Planning meetings for the party are taking place in 

August. Thanks to everyone who has already  

offered to help organise it. If you have not  

volunteered yet, but would like to get involved, 

please email Steve Bradbury 

(secretary@dronfieldu3a.org.uk) . 

PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION 

Yes - the u3a is forty this year! As part of the 

celebrations, the Derbyshire network of u3as is 

holding a photographic competition. It’s open to all 

members of the Dronfield and District u3a whether 

they belong to the photography group or not. 

Neither does it matter if you take pictures on your 

phone or on a digital camera. Your entries will be 

most welcome.  
 

There are two categories. They are -   

A) The spirit of Derbyshire. 

B) The spirit of the u3a. 

The competition closes on Wednesday 

31st August. 
 

You may send in up to three entries in each  

category. Entries will be judged by a panel who will 

judge the pictures on topicality, interest, humour,  

and relevance rather than just on the technical 

quality of the work.  
 

If it is a close up of a group meeting or activity, all 

those in the picture must be willing to have the 

photograph submitted to the competition. 
 

For the full details of how to submit entries and 

where to send them please contact the editor. 

(newsletter@dronfieldu3a.org.uk) 

MEETING—Wednesday 10th August 

CANCELLED!! 

Email members should have received an 

email explaining why our August monthly 

meeting has been cancelled, so this note 

is primarily for postal members.  
 

The meeting was due to have been a drop-in, with 

no speaker. Only about 40 members came to the 

June drop-in and we expected even fewer  

members to come this month given that the 

pre-Covid attendance in August was always lower 

than at other times. Basically, members just have 

other things to do in August.  
 

The Committee was reluctant to cancel the  

meeting, but felt it was the right thing to do.  

mailto:secretary@dronfieldu3a.org.uk
mailto:chair@dronfieldu3a.org.uk
https://u3asites.org.uk/dronfield/page/69472
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TRIP  TO  SCARBOROUGH 

 

 

Thank you to all members who supported the re-

cent trips to York and Scarborough. 
 

As you know I have been organising and  

coordinating the group since our U3A began, first 

with Pauline and then with Glenys Sharman and 

Pam Bagshaw. We have also been helped in the 

background from time to time by other members. I 

have decided that I want to step back from the role 

of coordinator.  Pam has also decided to step 

down from her role in the organising group. Glenys 

has kindly offered to lead the group for the time 

being. 
 

Glenys and I decided to take things slowly this 

year and this has turned out to be the correct  

decision as neither trip we organised was fully 

booked. A full programme is unlikely to happen for 

the time being. If Trips and Visits are to continue to 

thrive in the future, help and support will be  

needed from all members. I will help throughout 

the transition period, but it is essential that  

members support the group not only by booking 

places on the trips to make them viable but also by 

offering to deputise on the coach if Glenys is  

unable to attend for any reason. 
 

Glenys would welcome any offer of help on  

booking days, collecting money etc and by  

becoming involved in the planning of our  

programme of trips. I would like to remind all U3A 

members that ’Trips and Visits’ has never had a 

group membership as other interest groups do. It is 

unique in that it is open to every member of our 

U3A and so it is important for as many of us as 

possible to work together to provide opportunities 

to visit places of interest as well as places for  

promoting and extending social contact. 
 

Glenys and Pam have been an enormous support 

to me during my time as coordinator and I thank 

them deeply for all their help and more importantly, 

their friendship. I wish Glenys well in this new role 

and look forward to booking my place on any  

programme of trips she plans next year. 

Sue Horn 

Thank You  Thank You Thank you Thank You 

As one voice from hundreds, I’d like to say a big 

thank you to Sue Horn who has arranged lots of 

lovely coach trips since Dronfield u3a started over 

eight years ago. Everyone always enjoys the day 

out—not least last month’s visit to Scarborough.  

Thanks Sue.                             Sue & Pete Thickett 

TRIPS  AND  VISITS 

Scarborough has always been a firm favourite with 

members since Sue started organising these trips 

with Pauline Albrecht ‘back in the day’. The coach 

would have been full were it not for some last  

minute cancellations. Even though it is a long 

drive, Chris Ellender’s new coach is comfy, air  

conditioned and has plenty of leg room, so we just 

sat back and enjoyed the scenery. 
 

The beauty of U3A trips is that members can make 

their own day according to what they want to do. 

Some choose shopping, 

some the promenade, a 

bus trip or even just a nice 

fish and chip lunch. Our 

group of seven walked to 

the ‘Golden Grid’ fish  

restaurant for a very nice 

lunch. We then headed 

towards North Beach into 

quite a strong and chilly 

headwind. We stopped for 

a coffee before heading 

into the lovely Peasholme Park, with its boating 

lake, Japanese pagoda and gardens. There is also 

a delightful miniature railway across the road, 

which we didn’t use this time, but have in the past. 

We returned to South Beach via the cliff top walk 

with fine views of the castle, dropping down 

through the old town which had some very unusual 

shops including a taxidermist. Not wishing to  

purchase any stuffed animals, we found a nice ice 

cream shop which sold ‘genuine gelato’. I am 

afraid the proprietors must have never visited Italy. 
  

There was just 

time to have a 

quick paddle 

in the balmy  

waters at low 

tide – although 

we did have to 

walk a couple 

of miles out to get our feet wet. 
 

A fine day, then, and rather cool after the  

thermometer busting temperatures of earlier in the 

week. This was the last trip that Sue will be  

organising for the U3A (although she will still be 

helping in the future). It was a great way to  

celebrate the fantastic job she has done over the 

years (and yes…I know… I am biased). 

Martin Horn 



GEOGRAPHY GROUP 

American Journey 

Pat’s ”whirlwind trip” covering 3,000 miles and 7 

states in 16 days from Denver to Las Vegas was 

epic by even American standards and was  

thoroughly enjoyable. A guide with a degree in 

native American history and an entertaining driver, 

who burst into song at every opportunity,  

contributed greatly to this. 
 

Exit Denver, ski resort of Colorado (it was June so 

no skiing occurred), heading for Fort Laramie,  

Wyoming, once a diplomatic and military  

installation, now a national park, and where a  

treaty was reached between the US and the 

native Sioux, peace being the aim….which was 

fine until the gold rush and the influx of non-native 

settlers. And thence to the Black Hills of (South) 

Dakota and Mt Rushmore, site of the 60 feet high 

granite sculptures of 4 US presidents: Washington 

representing the birth of the US, Jefferson the 

growth, Roosevelt the development, and Lincoln 

the preservation. For Pat, the buttes, gorges, and 

pinnacles, 

formed by sea 

deposition and  

subsequent  

erosion, with 

rich fossil beds 

and ‘rhino’  

skeletons, of the Badlands were eerie. 
 

An ongoing project since 1948, the Crazy Horse 

monument for the Lakota warrior will be the 

world’s largest at 63 feet high, 600 feet long, with 

eyes measuring 17 feet wide, commemorates the 

battle of Little Big Horn (1876). Deadwood rose to 

fame at the start of the gold rush as the haunt of 

gamblers, entrepreneurs and prostitutes. 

“Calamity Jane” was a well-known character, who 

requested, “Bury me beside Wild Bill” (Hickok). 

Apparently it was easy to imagine what life was 

like in 1870s Deadwood. And on to Montana, site 

of the preservations of native American  

culture and Custer’s last stand. The town of Cody 

is named for Buffalo Bill and hosts rodeos most 

nights in Summer, complete with charging bulls, 

patriotism, and enthusiasm. 
 

Yellowstone National Park, possibly the 1st NP on 

earth, sits on top of an active volcano. Thermal 

features include 300 foot high geysers, strongly-

scented sulphuric fumaroles, and stunning  

 

formations with amazing colours, especially of  

microorganisms….beautiful….but deadly.  

The Old Faithful 

geyser erupts 

about 20 times 

daily, for about 

2-5 minutes a 

time. Grand  

Teton NP  

features serene 

lakes, deep 

blue skies, and dense forests with a vast array of 

fauna and flora….just the place for a raft ride on 

the Snake River…..Nope….weather too awful (in 

June?!) so the tour ventured on to the 2000 mile 

Oregon (to  California) Trail. 
 

Eventually arriving in Salt Lake City, Utah, founded 

in 1847, by Mormons (originally from New York) 

escaping persecution. SLC is beautiful, with  

amazing buildings, and the stunning temple has 

brilliant acoustics. From there, the travellers  

continued to Arches NP with over 2000 natural 

sandstone arches, which impressed Pat. Mesa 

Verde NP (Colorado), a UNESCO site, a Pueblan 

archaeological site, stunningly preserved,  

followed. Monument Valley, sacred to the Navajos,  

displayed a wealth of sandstone buttes, and 

around here 4 states meet (Utah, New Mexico, 

Colorado, and Nevada), delightfully demonstrated 

in a photo of Pat on a map with a limb in each 

state.  
 

Mainly in Arizona, the 277 mile long (and up to 8 

miles wide and a mile deep) Grand Canyon was 

spectacular, especially from a helicopter (even 

with most of the view blocked by an enormous 

American). Bryce Canyon is one of Earth’s darkest 

places, ie. Where there is so little pollution of any 

kind you have the most fantastic view of the night 

sky. It is also home to many, many distinctive and 

fabulous geological structures, formed by frost and 

steam erosion. After Zion NP, dramatic  

geologically but less impressive than Grand or 

Bryce, the trip finally ended in Las Vegas 

(Nevada), where it was baking hot, and not some-

where Pat wanted to be….but she did admit there 

were some stunning fountains. 
 

We all needed to get our breath back after that 

amazing adventure. And we all enjoyed a well-

presented, often amusing, and fascinating “talk” 

from Pat….many thanks. 

Jan Bradbury 



The Barn, July 10
th

  

 They say, ‘One swallow doesn’t a summer make?’   

Wrong! Vicky Hall, from the DDU3a Recruitment 

and Retention team had booked for us to have an  

Information stall in the Barn’s Artisan Market.   
 

We arrived bright and early, negotiated a better site 

than planned, and the team set up the gazebo and 

displays. We had photos and information from 

group coordinators, and lots of printed material to 

give to people passing, or better, those persuaded 

to stay a while to hear what u3a was all about. 

 

Our ‘swallow’, a u3a member, arrived first.  She’d 

already explored the other stalls, looking for  

interesting items and information.  After that we 

waited…and waited…and waited. 

 

Then at about 10.30 the town woke up!  We were 

then busy all day and were joined by about a dozen 

u3a members who joined the basic team  

energetically engaging the public in conversation 

and giving out information - and very classy 

‘Dronfield and District U3A’ pens. 
 

During the day we 

were visited by our 

town Mayor,  

Councillor Lilian 

Deighton, who came 

to look at the  

displays and to ask 

about different 

groups. She was 

happy to be photographed next to our banner with 

various DDU3a members.  

(Thank you to Bev Emery, official photographer.) 
 

By the time the market closed, about mid afternoon. 

It felt as though we’d had a very successful day.  

Thank you to everyone involved, for being there or 

for providing material of any sort for the day. 

 

And now, again, we wait.  We never know  

immediately how much real interest emerges from 

these events in terms of new members but we are 

patient.  We also need a repeating profile in the 

town.  We know ‘word of mouth’ brings many of our 

members but there’s more than one way of getting 

the u3a message across.  
 

Please, when we do the next one, consider joining 

those on the stall.  It’s fun and a great way to meet 

people as well. 

Phine Wright 

The Discussion Group held the July meeting  

focussing in on current topics .The variety of 

viewpoints yielded common agreements on items 

like a needed provision, such as ‘chatter benches’, 

for isolated people who seek companionship  

without the pre-requisite of joining a group. Where 

there were differences, these lay in the morality of 

the right to withdraw labour. This was sensitively 

explored.  
 

There was a despondent agreement that real or 

perceived rule-breaking by the leadership is now 

percolating into the behaviours of the general 

population through the models set before them. 

Common agreement was found in meeting the  

requested aid programme from Afghanistan. This 

required the ruling Taliban being moved from its 

entrenched positions detailed from their belief  

systems to those positions more in line with the 

west. E.g. girls’ education. 
 

All in all, a healthy exchange of ideas and views 

which participating group members found to be 

beneficial and enjoyable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rob Barron  (Group Coordinator) 

DISCUSSION GROUP 

 1937  Chelsea v Stamford Ridge  
 For half an hour the keeper stared into the gloom 

waiting for the opposition forwards to charge out of 

the murk before he found out that the referee had 

abandoned the match and all the other players had 

left the pitch and the crowd had gone home! 

FOOTBALL   FROM  THE  PAST 



Kilt Rock—Skye OPERA   APPRECIATION   

 Mattia Battistini 

I thought that it was about time that I focussed on a 

famous baritone and my thoughts turned immedi-

ately to Mattia Battistini. He was born in 1856 and 

died in 1928, thus giving him the benefit of being 

able to make recordings. 
 

Against his family’s wishes, 

he took up singing, avoiding 

his family tradition i.e. two 

members were physicians 

to the Pope and others had 

positions at universities. 

Nevertheless, Battistini went 

to study singing with the 

most famous teacher of the 

day, Persichini.  With his 

background and education, it was, I suppose,  

inevitable that his interpretations were of a more 

noble/intellectual type. 
 

Battistini’s debut was in 1878 and for a number of 

years he took the normal course of singing in  

different opera houses in Italy with a fair amount of 

success. He was then offered a contract in Buenos 

Aires. This led to tours of various South American 

countries – this was usual. The journey to South 

America is long and bad for the voice, so Italian 

singers have to make the journey pay. Returning to 

Italy, he stopped over in Spain. His reputation was 

growing and he made his debut at Covent Garden 

in 1883. 
 

Battistini’s career was moving, but not fantastically 

so. He managed La Scala in 1888: five years to get 

from Covent Garden to La Scala. This was steady, 

but not world-shaking.  However, in 1892, he was 

engaged at the Bolshoi – this was the moment. The 

reigning king of baritone, Cotogni heard Battistini’s 

singing in “Don Giovanni” and the next day sent 

Battistini a jewelled dagger, given to him by the Tsar 

together with a letter saying that hearing Battistini 

was a call for him (Cotogni) to retire. 
 

Success was now assured. Battistini sang with huge 

success in St Petersburg and Moscow and 

“hobnobbed” with the Royal Family. He settled in 

Warsaw and became very rich and travelled in a 

sumptuous private coach carrying his large  

wardrobe etc. The 78 rpm records for the  

Gramophone Company (HMV) in 1902 were given a  

special orange label and are known as “The  

Warsaw 78s”. In all, Battistini recorded 120 78rpm “ 

PICTURE of the MONTH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This picture has been posted at the request of the 

‘Pink Bunnies’ themselves.  If you can find them 

they will happily tell you why their picture has been 

included in this newsletter.                                                           

sides” - (remember that the first records were  

single sided). Battistini escaped the devastating 

effects of the Great War, probably due to his  

geographical position, but he was even more  

popular than before the War. 
 

Battisini is still looked back upon by collectors as 

an intellectual, noble and perfectly schooled  

baritone, the precursor of De Luca and Ruffo (both 

trained by Cotogni) and later Gobbi and Taddei. 

His career lasted for 50 years.  Even then it was 

said that the voice was still in good condition. His 

last concert was in 1928. He died in November 

1929. 
 

My wife and I went to Covent Garden for a perfor-

mance of “Don Carlos” with Tito Gobbi. We were 

much taken by the whole thing, but particularly 

Gobbi’s singing of Rodrigo. We knew that Battistini 

had recorded the arias from the opera, but that 

they had been deleted from the catalogues years 

ago. We therefore wrote to HMV for a “Special” to 

be made. The reply was (as we already knew) a 

minimum of 10. So we advertised in “The Record 

Collector” magazine. Within a week all was  

settled. Within a month we had two single-sided 

records - marvellous. I’ll bet that they couldn’t do 

that now!! 

Sam Copnell 



BOOK GROUP 

When radio was young, the broadcasting of  

religious services was frowned upon as someone 

might be listening to the service whilst standing in a 

pub with their hat on! 

 

DID YOU KNOW 

other carload of our members. After lunch, some 

more adventurous members took an upward path 

through the arboretum while others walked on the 

level paths alongside the stream. In one of the 

ponds there were water lilies, their wide-open  

flowers contrasting with the enormous prickly  

Gunnera leaves by the water’s edge. By the 

lakeside there were several different garden areas 

including three representations of small cottage 

gardens in what was labelled as ‘Hedgehog Street, 

City of Wildlife`. At one end of the row was a  

dry-stone wall constructed with a drainpipe hole 

and several miniature gaps to allow free access to 

these gardens for small creatures. 
 

Harlow Carr garden includes many established 

trees but there was also an area with newly  

planted Monkey Puzzle trees which, in time, may 

grow to about thirty metres. In a small hedged 

clearing near the stream, another tree was  

encircled by a curved seat and inserted in metal 

around the top were memorial  inscriptions  

remembering folk who had 

previously enjoyed the  

tranquility of these grounds. 

Then amidst all the natural 

splendor, two giant head 

sculptures made from  

representations of flowers, 

vegetables and grasses kept 

a watchful eye on all the  

passers-by. 
 

Having covered as much of the grounds as we 

could master, our members could not resist  

popping into the famous larger Bettys which has 

the full restaurant service, where we all  

enjoyed further refreshments before leaving. 
 

Our next visit is to the well-manicured gardens at 

Brodsworth Hall which are usually so well kept that 

it will be a surprise to see a single weed! 

Ramsey H. 

 

Our garden visit this month, postponed for a week 

because of the exceptional hot weather, was to the 

sixty eight acres of Harlow Carr gardens, on the 

outskirts of Harrogate. The property is owned and 

managed by the Royal Horticultural Society and 

consists of many herbaceous borders, a stream 

running throughout and a woodland area. 
 

On arrival the car park was very full – it being the 

start of the school holidays, but there was plenty of 

space inside so that it never felt busy. Armed with 

a map of the site (marked with accessibly easy 

routes for those who required them) our car load 

made our way through the entrance and passing a 

bed of dahlias in full flower we arrived at the glass 

Alpine House, 

where many of 

the succulents 

and cactus plants 

were in brilliant 

flower. The view 

downhill was 

breathtaking with 

well-cut grassy 

areas surrounded 

by borders of a great variety of flowers, grasses 

and shrubs. Here the brilliant blues of the masses 

of Eryngium sharply contrasted with the green  

foliage of other plants.  
 

Walking downhill, we stopped at the small Bettys 

outdoor café for lunch and to meet up with the  

GARDEN VISITS 

 

The Friday am Book Group is sadly depleted and 

would love to welcome 2 more members. We meet 

on the first Friday of the month. The meetings are 

a mixture of ‘in person’ and zoom, depending on 

circumstances. We are a friendly small group.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The book we are discussing in August is ‘South 

Riding’ by Winifred Holtby.  The previous book was 

‘Noughts and Crosses’ by Malorie Blackman. 
 

If you are interested in joining the group please 

contact me, Carole King 

at Carolecking27@aol.co.uk for further details.  

QUOTE  OF  THE  MONTH 

People say ‘Nothing is impossible!’ but I’m retired! 

I do nothing every day!! 

A.A. Milne 

file://///Harrowgare
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INTERNATIONAL  FOLK  DANCE 

Unscramble the following anagrams to find five  

seaside towns;         

1) POLKA CLOB = BLACKPOOL 

2) SLIMY GREE = LYME REGIS 

3) YAWN QUE  =  NEWQUAY 

4) GROTH NIB  =  BRIGHTON 

5) MEMO BRACE = MORECOMBE 
 

 

Solutions for July’s Puzzle  

Unscrabble the anagrams below to find five football 

teams. 

  1) The dream nine stuc 

  2)  Shel ace 

  3)  Tooth rush tamp ten 

  4)  Lost a vilan. 

  5)  Rope villo 

FOOTBALL  TEAMS 

  

HISTORY  GROUP 

Use the letters at the top of the board to create 

your highest scoring word and send it to me by 

Thursday 4th August. I will insert the best word 

and send you the new board. You can email me 

your word through the u3a scrabble group or 

phone me on 01246 414847. 

Sylvia Thompson 

SCRABBLE 

The International Folk Dance group continued to 

meet throughout the pandemic, meeting outside in 

all weathers, in restricted groups and adapting to 

social distance dancing! It is great to welcome  

everyone back in our new venue at the Fred  

Hopkinson Memorial Hall in Unstone S18 4AL,  

off Crow Lane. 
 

Recently some of our members joined other local 

dance groups to participate in Bakewell Day of 

Dance and a community event at Jordanthorpe. 

We have members who’ve travelled to Morocco, 

Albania and Greece and have brought dances 

back to share with the group. 

We have welcomed 2 new members recently and 

invite you to come and join us for a taster session 

on a Wednesday morning 10.00 - 12.00 . 

Dancing is in circles and lines, partners  are not  

required and remember dancing is sociable and 

beneficial physically and mentally!!  

Gill Middleton and Gill Seller 

Co-coordinators International Folk Dance  

This month the History Group had a talk on ‘Stone 

Walling’ by ‘Mystic Mike Baker’. During the course 

of the talk he explained, with the aid of clear  

illustrations,  how stone walls are constructed so 

that they stand without the use 

of cement and the names giv-

en to the different parts of a 

wall. The coping stones on top 

of a wall, for instance, are  

essential for keeping the 

weather out of the interior and 

should never be removed.  

The stone used is always  

locally sourced so the quality 

of the stone affects how a wall is constructed  The 

finished product looks different, depending on the 

area in which it is found. In Southern England there 

are no decent walling stones so they grow hedges 

instead. The talk was very illuminating and enjoyed 

by all who attended. 

QUOTES QUIZ 

What film do these quotes come from? 

1) ‘I'm gonna make him an offer he can’t refuse.’ 

2) ‘You’re gonna need a bigger boat!’ 

3) ‘Houston we have a problem!’ 

4) ‘I ate his liver with fava beans and a nice chianti.’ 

5) ‘To infinity and beyond.’ 

6) ‘’I’ll have what she’s having.’ 


