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EDITORIAL 

 

Welcome to issue 4 of ‘The Cryer’ the Dronfield 

u3a newsletter.. For this issue I received a greater 

number of articles than last month. Thank you to all 

who have contributed (including the unique  

submission from ‘Mystic Mike’ our very own  

clairvoyant!!) So the Puzzle Page has just a single  

puzzle this month, together with the solutions of 

last month’s teasers of course. 
 

We are a self-help voluntary organisation that can 

only flourish and offer stimulation, education and 

interesting things to do for the membership if we 

put in some effort to support those that choose to 

do the organising. Please consider any requests to 

borrow some of your time positively. With your help 

Donfield and District u3a will flourish and become 

even more interesting than it already is.     

                                                Jed Stone (Editor) 

The life of a u3a Coordinator can be what you 

make of it and yes it can be frustrating, challenging, 

absorbing but most of all it’s rewarding. Except, 

that is, when the Editor asks for your "copy" when 

the event has yet to happen and that is exactly 

what has happened this month. So , I thought, why 

not have a go at predicting the future and that's 

what I've tried to do. 
 

We normally meet at the beginning of the month so 

my article is about what we are GOING to be doing 

and in the next edition I'll let you know what  

happened....honestly. 

 

Many of you will know of 

North Lees Hall, near 

Hathersage and its  

inspiration for Thornfield 

Hall in the novel Jane Eyre 

by Charlotte Bronte. It is 

said she visited the Hall 

several times while staying 

with her friend Ellen Nussey 

at Hathersage Vicarage. 

 

The Peaky Wallers involvement is not so grand but as 

the property is on the North Lees Estate we are 

pleased to work on the walls of the tenanted farm  

behind the Hall. In July we will be rebuilding some 

walls of the agricultural farm that have seen better 

days and hopefully 

we can return them 

to their "former  

glory". The farmer, 

whom I met recently, 

told me that he would 

always have plenty of 

work for us and  

assured me that he 

had praised our previous efforts on the farm quite 

recently, when the Board members of the Peak  

District National Park Authority made a visit.  

Could that be because we don't charge? 
 

This will be the first time the wallers have seen what 

they have to do in advance, and you will see what 

happened in next month's newsletter. 
 

Of course walling can be physically demanding so in 

July we are treating ourselves to a BBQ at Brunts 

Barn Ranger Station, near Grindleford. 
 

Before anyone writes to remind me that open fires 

and bbqs are banned in the Park; I can assure you 

that the event is supervised by Park Rangers and we 

are using their equipment. Equally, don't think that we 

will be enjoying ourselves. No comparing with 

"Partygate", please. We will be honing our walling 

techniques on the ‘practice wall‘ at Brunts Barn. The 

wall is used by other 

groups, including local 

schoolchildren. (See picture 

showing a previous effort 

which will allow you to 

judge our work for  

yourselves.) 
 

If anyone would like to try 

this traditional skill then 

please get in touch with me, 

we welcome new  

members. 

Mike Baker 

WHERE’S WALL(Y)? 



MEETING—Wednesday 13th July 

Speaker: David Dickinson  

“Diamonds - are they a Girl's Best Friend?” 
 

David spent 18 years managing the design 

and construction of mines in South Africa, Namibia 

and Botswana. He will explain how diamonds are 

formed, their discovery and exploitation in Africa, 

how one company used to control the market and 

the development of mines throughout the world. 

He’ll also explain how diamonds are graded and 

how their range of colour, quality and size affects 

their value.  
 

Even though David will be joining us in person in 

the Civic Hall (our first in-person speaker for over 

two years) we will still be broadcasting his talk 

online for those who can’t, or don’t want, to join in 

person. Zoom joining instructions will be emailed 

to all members on Tuesday 10th July. 
 

Note: David won’t provide valuations or comment 

on the authenticity or quality of your diamonds but 

he will bring an UV lamp to show you their insides. 

So if you have something you’d like to see from a 

different perspective, bring it to the meeting – as 

long as it’s insured to be outside the house! 

MEETING-Wednesday August 10th  

A Drop-in Meeting 

A non-speaker month – come to the Civic Hall for a 

relaxed coffee and chat. 10-12 as usual. 

ON THE WEB 

The Dronfield and District u3a website can 

be accessed by copying and pasting, typing   

       www.u3asites.org.uk/dronfield  

into your search engine and pressing return.  

GROUPS UPDATE 

We have a dozen members interested 

in joining the new Line Dancing group 

so will hopefully be sorting out a possible venue 

and meeting dates soon. More members are  

welcome.  

Only a couple of members have responded so far 

for restarting the Table Tennis group so please 

contact me if you are interested.  

The History, Geography and 60s Music groups are 

up and running and several other groups are  

hoping to restart soon and have vacancies! Why 

not check on the website and email the coordinator 

or me at the address below if interested.   

groups-manager@dronfieldu3a.org.uk  
IMPORTANT NOTICE   

There is a change to the date of the September 

meeting.  It has been moved to the 21st of Sep-

tember, as that week U3a’s across the country will 

be celebrating 40 years of the U3A movement in 

the UK.  

LET’S CELEBRATE! 

As the Civic Hall is too small for all our members to 

attend a single event, we’ve booked it for the whole 

day and we will have not one but two parties - 

one from 10-12 and another from 2-4pm. Look out 

for more details soon. 
 

We’d love some volunteers to help organise these 

events. Please email me if you can help. 
 

Email           chair@dronfieldu3a.org.uk 

 - - - - - 

NOTE -  The speaker who was due to speak at the 

September meeting has been moved to the  

November meeting. 

 Wednesday 21st Sept—PARTY TIME! 

EVENT AT THE BARN 

On Sunday July 10th we have a stall at 

Dronfield Barn  Artisan market . We‘ll be 

there from 10-3. All members are welcome to 

come along and support, and it’s not too late to do 

a short stint on our stall - just email  

             howard.mills@dronfieldu3a.org.uk  

stating what times you’re available.’  
 

You can find out more  information on the event 

and the Barn at  : https://dronfieldhallbarn.org/

event/summer-producers-and-artisan-market/ 

Our current website, and those of other 

u3as, is hosted on a platform called ‘SiteBuilder’, 

provided free by the Third Age Trust (TAT).  
 

The TAT volunteers who support the ‘SiteBuilder’ 

websites are retiring, so TAT has initiated a  

programme to move u3as’ websites from 

‘SiteBuilder’ to another programme called  

‘WordPress.’ 
 

 The intention is to minimise the disruption to 

u3as’, but it will mean that someone from DDU3A 

will need to become familiar with the basics of 

‘WordPress’ so they can support and maintain our 

website. Could that be you?  
 

Please get in touch if you’re interested in knowing 

more. 

          Marion Clyde  chair@dronfieldu3a.org.uk 

              NEW DDU3A WEBSITE 
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GEOGRAPHY GROUP 

The Falkland Islands 

In December 2017, Graham and Jennifer took a 

cruise from Argentina to Chile via the notorious 

Cape Horn and managed to fit in a gloriously busy 

day trip to the Falkland Islands….”administered by 

the UK, claimed by Argentina”. The prevailing 

tides and winds, both famously unforgiving, often 

make it challenging to access Port Stanley, the 

islands’ tiny capital (population c.2.5K), now a city 

of course. Frequently visitors find it impossible to 

leave when convenient, which causes the friendly 

islanders to rally round in true style by providing 

meals and accommodation 
 

The Falklands comprise of two main islands,  

imaginatively named East and West, and about 

800 smaller ones. They are about 350 miles off 

the S American coast and battered persistently 

and relentlessly by Atlantic winds. All seasons as 

we know them can be experienced within a few 

hours (not totally unlike here then). The scenery is 

pretty rugged, rather like the moorlands over here, 

and home to an immense 

number of sheep 

(allegedly 100 for every 

one person)…..and the 

penguins, who provided 

the highlight of our  

speakers’ visit. 
 

Even travelling on the islands is a challenge...the 

roads really aren’t (puts our potholes in  

perspective) but well worth it to see the variety 

and sheer numbers of entertaining  

penguins….Gentoo, Megellanic, Emperor and 

King all featured, all various in their nesting habits. 

Amazingly (since we are talking remote, distant, 

and accessible with issues), others of our group 

have also visited the Falklands, and shared  

comments…..one recalled notices reminding folk 

that penguins take precedence (quite right!).  

Another recalled seeing a person with a bag  

emblazoned with “I love Dronfield” (what?!!!) 
 

Visitor vehicles tend to travel in convoys (even if 

only of 2) for safety reasons as, not only are the 

roads rudimentary, they also have a habit of  

suddenly ending, and the unwary are faced with 

journeying over peat bogs with ditches of  

depths. Away from the stunning and isolated 

beaches and the clear turquoise-blue sea, back in 

the tamer world of Port Stanley, it’s easy to  

imagine you’re in a small UK town, but with  

colourfully roofed buildings. The whole place  

TRIP TO YORK 

It has been a long time since members have been 

on one of our organised trips but 35 members of 

our U3A set off on Thursday 16th June to York with 

Chris Ellender, our usual driver. We were slightly 

concerned when an unfamiliar coach turned into 

the car park but Chris explained that he has had to 

replace his older but perfectly good coach with a 

more updated version to comply with new clean air 

regulations. The new coach, still awaiting its 

revamp with the company logo, was certainly  

comfortable and had plenty of leg room. It was also 

good to welcome several new travellers onto the 

first of the two trips planned for this year. 

Following a smooth and speedy journey to York we 

all set off in 

groups, pairs and 

individually to  

explore the city. I 

went on a boat trip 

on the River Ouse, 

something I hadn’t 

done before  

despite visiting York on many occasions. From the  

discussions with members on our return to the 

coach later in the afternoon everyone found  

something to their liking especially the shady  

places beside the river. It was a very hot day! 

A good day was had by all followed by a very 

speedy journey back to Dronfield. It had many of 

us anticipating the trip to  Scarborough on 

Wednesday 20th July. There are just a few places 

still available (£13per person) which can be 

booked at the next monthly meeting on July 13th. 

                                                        Sue and Glenys  

exuded an air of community. 

Possibly not for city-lovers, the Falklands were 

beautifully presented by Graham and Jennifer, and 

I’ve yet another item on my bucket list. Thank you 

both. 

Jan Bradbury 

PORT STANLEY 



BEING THE DDU3A TREASURER 

Having been ‘in post’ for a year and a half, I thought 

that this was a good time to reflect on my Treasurer 

role and to share my thoughts with you. 
 

Firstly – why did I become Treasurer?  Quite 

simply I was aware that Malcolm Pottinger, my  

predecessor and our Treasurer for an amazing 6 

years, was standing down in 2020. Apparently a 

difficult position to find a replacement for but it was 

essential that a replacement be found.  Even 

though I.T. is not a strength of mine (probably, at 

best, described as ‘adequate.’) I decided to  

volunteer. I knew I would be going on quite a steep 

learning curve but figured that that, in itself, would 

be fun.  
 

What qualifications do I have?  Anything in  

accountancy or book-keeping?  Absolutely not!  I 

passed ‘O’ level Maths a zillion years ago and did a 

short Statistics course in college way back in time. 

But I believed interest would be the key  

factor, alongside enjoying the numbers and 

finding solutions. This has proved to be true. 
 

What about experience?  Okay, I had ‘managed’ 

a sizeable budget in my working life – that is to say, 

I monitored it and made decisions, with most of the 

day-to-day work being undertaken by an  

administrator.   
 

Why did I think I could do it?  Well, I do like  

numbers. They’re logical. I’m methodical, I think I’m 

fairly organised, and I knew I would enjoy the  

challenge of tracking and making sure things  

balanced. Plus, support from Malcolm and other 

Trustees was on offer from the onset! 
 

What do I, as Treasurer, actually do?  I work as 

part of the committee team and I also liaise with 

others, like the Membership Secretary. Although I 

make recommendations it lies with the whole  

committee to approve each year the proposed 

budget, the membership subscription and the 

agreed spending priorities.  Following those  

decisions, I basically run DDU3A’s budget –  

recording all our income and paying the bills. 

I record this on the Beacon system plus I keep a 

ledger.  I check our monthly bank statements. Once 

a quarter the Finance Sub-Committee (currently 

four people, only two us being Trustees) looks at 

the figures in greater depth.   
 

Working alongside the other Trustees I report to 

them every month so that they know how we are 

positioned financially, enabling consideration of any 

new priorities that may have arisen.  There are  

busy times eg. subscription renewals in April, but 

there’s always a sense of satisfaction when tasks 

are completed.  In the last year I’ve learnt a lot. I 

am still learning – which must be good for the ‘old 

grey matter!’ 

If anyone would like to come along to a Finance 

Sub-Committee meeting and see what we do, 

then please do contact me. You would be most 

welcome          Chris Stone 

                   Email: treasurer@dronfieldu3a.org.uk 

HELP AT THE BARN  

Sunday 10th July will see another display of the 

Dronfield & District U3A ‘family’. We have taken a 

stall at the Artisan Market event being held at the 

Barn.  We are hoping that we can attract more 

members to join U3A, hence seeking a crowd to be 

stopping by the stall. The Mayor, Councillor Lilian 

Deighton has said she will drop by late morning, 

and we are hoping that our MP Lee Rowley will 

also be passing through during the afternoon. 

Standing alone is no fun, as Jed will no doubt  

Testify, and we all know that crowds cause others 

to stop and see what is happening. So please 

come and join us, even for just a few minutes.  

Thank you so much. 

Stephen Bradbury 

HISTORIC  JOKE  FROM  1970? 

Did you hear about the man who broke 

into a petrol station and stole 6,000 

Green Shield Stamps? 

He got three months and a Fondue Set! 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 

“I have been around a long time. When I was a 

boy the Dead Sea was only slightly sick.” 

George Burns. 



Kilt Rock—Skye OPERA   APPRECIATION   

 Fernando De Lucia was in his 

day the most famous tenor in 

the world. He recorded for a 

number of different companies, 

including his own. He was born 

on 11th October 1860 and died 

on 21st February 1925. Looking 

at these dates it can be seen 

that he was a contemporary of 

Caruso. 
 

In those days before 1900, recording was a very 

primitive affair, usually on “rolls”. A number of  

recorders were placed in front of the singer, who 

proceeded to sing the arias.  Naturally the recorder 

nearest the singer got the best sound. But in 1902, 

H.M.V. (known as The Gramophone and Typewriter 

Company), recorded 10 sides of single disc  

recordings, through microphones and recorded 

sound was born. A singer used was Caruso and 

with a mixture of luck, a large company, large  

European/American sales and a tenor with a large 

voice, success of the disc system was assured. 
 

However, the more famous de Lucia “missed out”, 

but, of course, he began to make records –  

Leoncavallo’s I Pagliacci and operas, including 

world premieres by Puccini, Mascagni etc. The 

voice was of the earlier, more delicate type,  

although still very powerful, he could fill La Scala, 

the Metropolitan and Covent Garden without  

difficulty. 
 

Another problem which arose was of pitch. Naples 

used 435 Hz for A.  Covent Garden and the Met 

used 440 Hz and when singers recorded they used 

whatever was the most convenient. Caruso singing 

at the Met invariably used the Met’s pitch of 440 Hz. 

De Lucia, singing mostly in Europe at 435 Hz, the 

recorded sound was less brilliant, but perhaps more 

musical. However, many critics have said that for 

artistry, the lower pitch gave more opportunities for 

a musician, since the higher pitch requires much 

more effort. 
 

De Lucia’s record company Phonotype, was the first 

company to record a complete opera: The Barber of 

Seville. However, every other record he produced 

had himself as the principal singer – about 130 

sides! 
 

De Lucia died in 1925, but not before he was the 

principal singer at the funeral of his friend, Caruso. 

Sam Copnell 

HISTORY GROUP 

This month the History group went on their first  

field expedition. On this occasion it was to 

Ramshawe Lodge at Unstone. Set in its own 

grounds just outside the village the lodge is the 

home of Tony and Jill Bethell. They made the 

group most welcome and gave them a potted  

history of the lodge and a tour of the grounds. 
 

The area was once part of the Unstone colliery 

complex and belonged to Rangeley and Co who 

specialised in producing coke. This was taken  

directly by rail to the steel works in Sheffield.  
 

The coke was 

manufactured 

in bee-hive  

coke ovens the  

remains of 

which are partly 

hidden in the 

shrubbery and 

are now used 

for storage. 
 

It was an exceptionally interesting vist and one that 

may be repeated, sometime in the future, for the 

benefit of other members of the group. 

PICTURE of the MONTH 

A tennis court line painter / planter. 



GARDEN VISITS 

Solutions for the June Puzzle Page 
 

CHESS – N-f6+   K-h6 / B-f8 Mate 
 

CRACK THE CODE  -  

The three digit code to open the lock is  042. 
 

ADD A LETTER   

1) Ruby and Rugby    2) Fiend and Friend 

3) Trice and Thrice    4) Patent and Patient 
 

MYSTERY FROM HISTORY 

In 1939 it was Winston Churchill who said, ‘It is a 

riddle wrapped in a mystery inside an enigma.’   

He was talking about Russia.  

********* 

 

PUZZLE  SOLUTIONS   

Unscramble the following anagrams to find five  

seaside towns; 

                      1) POLKA CLOB 

                      2) SLIMY GREE 

                      3) YAWN QUE 

                      4) GROTH NIB 

                      5) MEMO BRACE 

PUZZLE  OF THE MONTH 

Back across the entrance path we walked by the 

side of the owner`s house to discover another part 

of the garden. Here we found a traditional lawned 

area with herbaceous borders and then going 

through an 

arch, we 

walked up a 

long path  

leading to the 

Temple. This 

was built of 

white stone 

with a white 

marble statue 

of a Greek 

style goddess. Walking on to yet another small 

garden area, with hydrangea bushes and a tempt-

ing swing hanging from a mature oak, we made 

our way around to a rose garden and then passed 

the front of the house again and back to the cars. 

Our visit ended at a local pub for lunch and a 

chance to discuss all we had seen, along with the 

usual chat. 
Ramsey and Jean Hertzog  

This month we welcomed another new member to 

our group and on a very hot June day, we set off to 

visit somewhere that was also completely new to 

us. The privately owned Burrows Gardens at  

Brailsford which lies between Ashbourne and  

Derby and is only open three days a week, so we 

were fortunate that Tuesday was one of their days. 

It was however a day when refreshments were not 

served and so all being fond of ‘elevensies’ we had  

researched a nearby café to fulfill our needs. After 

drinks, we made our way down a small winding 

road to find the private tree lined drive to their  

gardens. 
 

There was no fancy kiosk with attendant to greet 

us, but instead it was wonderful to see a notice on 

the side of a farm building explaining that we 

should post our entrance fee into an old post box 

and then take a leaflet with a map and history of 

the house and gardens from a cool box placed  

directly beneath. How refreshing to experience 

good old fashion trust once again.  
 

As we arrived we 

could hear the 

sound of some 

electrical  

equipment and on 

turning the corner,  

discovered a  

gentleman up a 

ladder in the Italian garden. He was at the top of a 

long hedge where he was achieving a perfectly 

straight line albeit at a height of about twenty feet.  
 

The Italian garden consisted of extremely well  

manicured lawns with a grass path lined with  

immaculately clipped shrubs and to the left a small 

pool with a fountain. Walking beyond we  

discovered a more informal grassed area with 

many trees offering us the much needed shade 

and plenty of benches where we sat to admire the  

variety of 

both flow-

ering 

trees and 

shrubs 

and more  

traditional 

oak, ash 

and silver 

birch 

trees. 
   

  

DID YOU KNOW? 

There is enough stone in the great Pyramid of  

Cheops  to build a wall eighteen inches high and 

nine inches thick right round the world. 


