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EDITORIAL 

 

Welcome to issue 3 of ‘The Cryer’ the Dronfield 

U3A newsletter. I was quite pleased that this time 

round, along with the very interesting articles sent 

in (thank you to all who contributed) I found enough 

room to slip in a book review. It is about a gentle-

man who is honoured with a blue plaque on a wall 

in Hathersage. A remarkable individual who has 

sadly slipped into the shadows of Sheffield’s past. 

Hopefully, this review will cast a little light in his  

direction.  This weekend sees the national  

celebration of the Queen’s seventy year reign. An 

article relating to it can be found on page 3 along 

with a ‘Celebration Challenge’ on the puzzle page. 

If you have the energy please check it out and take 

part.  

Please send any articles for the July edition to me 

as near as possible to Thursday 23rd June. 

                                                  Jed Stone (Editor) 

TRIPS & VISITS 

New members and guests 

We’re keen to meet up with new members at our 

drop in meeting this month and hear what you have 

to say about your experience so far. So, if you 

can,  please get yourself along to the meeting next 

week. 

In addition, we would encourage all members to 

bring along a friend who might be interested in  

finding out more about U3A in Dronfield and District 

over tea and biscuits. It’s not too late to invite 

someone and there is no requirement to register in 

advance. We just ask that guests give their names 

to  a member of the ‘Welcome Team’ on entry.   

  Howard Mills 

At the last meeting we were intrigued to hear Jed 

Stone’s ‘Defence of Rattus Rattus’ better known as 

the plague or black rat whose fleas spread the bubon-

ic plague or ‘Black Death’ throughout Europe in the 

Middle Ages. Here is a brief flavour of his talk.  

******** 
‘We live life forwards but study it backwards. Though 

the Black Death swept across the country three  

centuries ago modern science is 

now beginning to shed light on 

what  happened. Archaeology has 

shown that rats thrived where  

sizable settlements were  

supported by a good system of 

river, sea and road transport. Though they don’t  

migrate they are ‘passive’ travellers and are quite 

happy to hitch a ride on any ship carrying a cargo of 

grain. Hence their alternative name of ‘Ship Rat’. 

Though the fleas that infest them can carry the  

bacillus that causes the plague nature has designed 

them to live on furry rats and not smooth skinned  

humans. Chance may send a rat flea onto a human, 

and that flea may pass the bacillus onto that human 

but it is unlikely to cause a mass outbreak as it can’t 

live long away from the snug fur of a rat. This was 

proved in 1900 with the last out break of the bubonic 

plague in Glasgow. Modern science and medicine 

kept the disease under control and only twenty-six 

people were infected and less than half died. The rats 

in the area were quickly caught and tested, but not 

one of them had the bacillus. The disease had spread 

by human to human contact. No rats were involved in 

anyway in this outbreak. Rattus Rattus was innocent! 
********** 

Our next meeting is at the end of the month on 22nd 

June and will be a guided Town Walk with John  

Harvey, former chair of Dronfield Civic Society 

Our programme is developing, and expanding with 

suggestions from group members helping us to  

provide an interesting and varied programme. 

Get in touch with us, or come to the meeting as a 

guest and get a ’taste’ of what history is all about.   

The cost is still just £2.00 per meeting. 

Contact June, Jed, Steve and Phine at  

history@dronfieldu3a.org.uk for further information. 

JUNE DROP IN MEETING 

YORK TRIP 
There are still places left for the two trips that are  

organised for this year. 

The trip to York is on Thursday 16th June (£12) and 

Scarborough is on Wednesday 20th July (£13).  

Please contact me via the website to reserve a seat 

and pay at the next monthly meeting on 8th June. 

Sue Horn 

HISTORY GROUP 



GARDEN VISITS 

On a warm day in May, three car loads of our  

members set off from Dronfield Civic Centre to visit 

Lea Gardens, near Matlock. Unfortunately, because 

of the many road works in the area we all arrived at 

different times.  

The gardens, just over three acres, contain about 

five hundred different species of Rhododendrons 

and Azaleas, all of which the owners propagate 

themselves. Unlike other rhododendron gardens 

with sparse planting showing large expanse of soil 

between each plant, here the beds are crammed 

with shrubs and trees and are so high, that it is  

impossible to see anyone else until you turn a  

corner to discover their presence. The car park had 

been packed with cars and likewise the café with 

people, but with such abundant planting you could 

be in your own private Rhododendron jungle.  

The garden was on the side of a steep hillside but 

was easily navigable by the use of gentle winding 

paths, taking you slowly down the side of what was 

once a quarry. Acidic soil from the furnaces of the 

nearby Smedley’s wool factory had over the years 

covered the sides of the quarry thus providing the 

perfect grounding for the particular trees we had 

come to see. 

Frosts had delayed the 

flowering from earlier in 

the year so on the day 

of our visit, the flowers 

were magnificent. 

Some of the trees had 

finished their flowering 

whilst others were still in early bud but together 

they blended to give an amazing constant display. 

Although attempting to smell individual flowers 

gave little perfume, the combined scents from each 

flower gave an overall gentle scent which was not 

at all overpowering and when a gentle breeze blew 

the smell was very pleasant. 

Some of us climbed to an area where there was a 

swinging bench from which an overall picture was 

gained above the canopy of flowering trees. Oth-

ers leant over a pond which was teeming with 

small reptiles and insects. At first it was difficult to 

see the creatures and you had to really focus 

your eyes onto one spot at a time but once we 

saw a newt clambering out onto a pale  

coloured leaf to bask in the sun, it seemed easier 

to see the others under the water. The newts 

were everywhere. Dragon flies hovered above the 

water and settled on large  Gunnera leaves, 

whilst water-boatman skimmed the water surface.  

We had begun our visit with some light  

refreshment and then after an extensive  

exploration up and down all the paths, we all met 

up again at the restaurant to enjoy some lunch 

before leaving.  

Ramsey Hertzog  

PHOTO of the MONTH 

A close encounter of the ‘deer kind.’ 

Photo taken in the cemetery of Chapel-en-le-Frith 

in May. This young buck was probably an escapee 

from the herd at Lyme Park. 



Kilt Rock—Skye 1ST AID TRAINING SESSION 

 YOU ARE IN SAFE HANDS? 
Fifteen intrepid and enthusiastic members met  

recently in the Peel Centre to brush up on their first 

aid skills. “I’ve never done anything like this, and 

thought it would be useful at my time of life”,  

explained one.The course was being run by Maria 

Matthews from Minifirstaid.co.uk, a qualified para-

medic, who arrived with a car full of kit. A few pass-

ers by looked on curiously as she pulled seven 

heads and chests from the boot. I bet they won-

dered, ‘Have we just seen a mass murderer in 

Dronfield?’. 

The course got underway, and was to cover  

different situations for both adults and children who 

needed medical attention. The first key message 

was ‘Don’t Panic,’ (Mr Mainwaring) but assess the 

situation quickly, and then move confidently to take 

action.’ During the two hour training, Maria spoke 

about how to deal with head injuries, stroke / heart   

attacks, not breathing, burns, bleeding and choking. 

Members learnt that using a sleeve pinned to the 

chest makes a better sllng & is less painful for the 

patient than trying to fasten a triangular bandage. 

Everyone had the chance to practice compression 

on a dummy, whilst singing ‘Nellie the Elephant’ to 

themselves. 

Abdominal thrusts, aka the Heimlich Manoeuvre, 

were shown as a method to clear the airway of a 

child who was choking. Marion seemed quite  

surprised about how far the ‘blockage’ could travel 

with a successful manoeuvre. 

Everyone also received instruction on where to find, 

and how to use a defibrillator. The question ‘Where 

can you find one in Dronfield?’ had 

some people scratching their 

heads, even though we walk past 

them every day, and they are paint-

ed bright yellow. The nearest is on 

the front wall of the Civic Centre. 

Maria explained that we were the 

first face to face group she had trained in almost 

two years, all the others being via zoom. She 

thanked everyone, and confirmed, “You have been 

a great crowd with lots of interesting stories and 

questions.” One of the feedback messages, re-

ceived from Lorraine said, “Thank you. I found the 

session very informative, Maria. It was clear and 

easy to understand the way you explained it.”  

Maria did provide an informative main points sum-

mary of the exercise. 

To obtain a copy please contact DDU3A Secretary.                     

               Steve Bradbury 

 

 

PLATINUM JUBILEE ANNIVERSARY 

Queen elizAbeth’s  70 YeAr reign. 
 

Whether you’re a Royal Family supporter, or you 

lean more to a republican outlook, as a nation we 

are all invited to celebrate The Queen’s  

remarkable 70 years on the throne. This has stimu-

lated some debate in the Stone household, as to 

what international and national events from those 

seven decades have been personally significant or  

influential in each of our lives.  
 

I could create a humongous list! Recollections of 

times of  joy, sadness or which gave food for 

thought. So, which events came into my head  

immediately? (Jed instantly offered computers and 

the world wide web. Never entered my head!)  

Within a few minutes my first stab at stand out 

World Events was: the assassination of Martin Lu-

ther King Jnr. in 1968 (I wept) the first landing on 

the moon ‘69 and the bringing down of the Berlin 

Wall in ‘89. The end of Apartheid in S. Africa 1994. 

Plus the AIDs epidemic in the 1980s and, of 

course, the recent Covid pandemic. 
 

On the Home Front I quickly added the formation 

of our National Parks, started in the ‘50s. 1960’s 

Pop Music - with my extremely tinny transistor  

radio blaring out Pirate Radio stations!  The World 

Cup in ‘66, followed by our currency’s  

decimalisation in 1971, the Foot and Mouth  

outbreak of 2001 and the 2012 London Summer 

Olympics. 
 

Other random categories then came into my head, 

Firstly, literary works I’d enjoyed reading that were 

first published during Elizabeth’s reign. Novels by 

William Golding, Harper Lee and Nevil Shute for 

starters, and playwrights such as John Osborne, 

Edward Albee, Arthur Miller and Samuel Beckett.   
 

I could go on ..and on ..but I wonder— What key 

events would you choose?                                   

Enjoy the celebrations everyone!                                               

                                                            Chris Stone 



MEETING—Wednesday 8th June 

 

Bring a Friend Drop in-meeting  

 

Drop in for a coffee and a chat and bring a friend 

too – someone who may be interested in joining 

the u3a. There will be opportunities to talk to  

members of the Committee, Group Coordinators 

and fellow u3a members. Plus, we’ll be holding a 

welcome meeting for our recent members.  

Please Note! 

There is no speaker at this meeting. 

There is no ‘zoom’. 

MEETING—Wednesday 11th July 

 

Speaker meeting (in person and online) 
 

Speaker:David Dickinson  
  

“Diamonds - are they a Girl's Best Friend?” 
 

David spent 18 years managing the design and 

construction of mines in South Africa, Namibia and 

Botswana. He will explain how diamonds are 

formed, their discovery and exploitation in Africa, 

how one company used to control the market and 

the development of mines throughout the world. 

He’ll also explain how diamonds are graded and 

how their range of colour, quality and size affects 

their value. Note: please don't bring your own  

diamonds - he doesn't do valuations or comment 

on their authenticity!  

Even though David will be joining us in person in 

the Civic Hall (our first in-person speaker for over 

two years) we will still be broadcasting his talk 

online for those who can’t, or don’t want to, join in 

person.  

Zoom joining instructions will be emailed to all 

members on Tuesday 10th July so you can join 

from home if you prefer. 

MEETINGS—August onwards …  
 

 

Please  

Don’t forget that  
 

Details of all the monthly meetings through to 

October are on the Members page of the website.  

All meetings are held in Dronfield Civic Hall,  

starting at 10am and finishing at noon.  

Drop-in meetings are in person only.  

Speakers meetings are in-person and online, so 

you can join from home if you prefer. 

ON THE WEB 

 The Dronfield and District u3a website can be  

accessed by copying and pasting, or typing 

               www.u3asites.org.uk/dronfield  

into your search engine and pressing return.  

The words in blue on the pages below have a  

direct link to the web site. Place the curser over 

the word. Hold down ctrl (control) and left click and 

you will be taken directly to the page mentioned. 

MEMBERS 

If you’re reading this newsletter, you’ve  

renewed your membership. Thank you!  

Or, you may be one of our 11 new members.  

Welcome and thanks to you too.  We now have 

290 members. If you know someone who hasn’t 

renewed yet, please tell them it’s not too late. We’d 

love to welcome them back. 

COMMITTEE NEWS 

May was a quiet month for the u3a  

Committee, mainly because we weren’t able to 

meet. Four Trustees (committee members) must 

be present for a committee meeting to be quorate 

and we couldn’t find a date when that was  

possible.  

We should have 12 Trustees but we only have six. 

Three of the six will have served for three years in 

October. They have to resign and, even if they 

wanted to, they cannot offer themselves for  

re-election – they have to take a 12-month break. 

The remaining three Trustees, including our  

Treasurer, all have to resign in October 2023.  

This prompts me to issue the usual warning for this 

time of year. It’s six months until October, when we 

have to elect a new committee. The u3a – your 

u3a – needs Trustees. Remember, if there’s no 

Committee there’s no u3a.  

Please think about standing for a committee role. 

The existing Trustees can offer support and there’s 

online help available from the Charity Commission 

and the Third Age Trust. If you would like more  

information, contact me or any of the Trustees. 

Their names are on the Executive Committee page 

of the website.                              

 Marion Clyde Chair   

chair@dronfieldu3a.org.uk 

01246 900201 

DID YOU KNOW 

Spiders webs have a higher tensile strength 

than the same thickness of steel. 

https://u3asites.org.uk/dronfield/page/69472
https://u3asites.org.uk/dronfield/page/35596
mailto:chair@dronfieldu3a.org.uk


BOOK REVIEW 

‘THE FORGOTTEN PHILANTHROPIST’ 

In the 1800’s Jean-Jacques Perret invented safety 

razors. At the turn of the century the idea of a  

use-once-and-throw away razor blade was  

developed in America by King Camp Gillette. In 

Europe production factories in Germany followed, 

under licence to Gillette, until the war ended the 

arrangement.  

 

Enter one George Herbert Lawrence from 

Sheffield….. 

 

Lawrence was from 

Italian stock. His great  

grandfather had arrived 

in England in the early 

1800’s and found work 

in Sheffield. Down the 

years the family made 

a living amongst the  

working artisans of the Steel City. As a boy,  

Lawrence sold ‘The Star’ and then worked in a 

barber’s shop as a ‘lather boy’ before becoming 

an apprentice in a razor grinding shop. It was at 

this time he saw the possibilities of mass razor  

production. 

 

In 1913, at the age of twenty-five, he started his 

own razor blade business in a small shed in  

Sheffield. He employed three or four men who 

worked with very crude and simple tools to make 

simple disposable razor blades. Three years later 

he married Elsie Bolton, a ‘Razor Warehouse 

Woman’. By 1919 the White Sheffield Trade  

Directory lists GH Lawrence and H. Innocent and 

sons as ‘Razor Blade Manufacturers’ and the 

Lawrences home address as 85 Southgrove Road 

off Ecclesall Road. From the poor working-class 

accommodation his great grandfather had  

occupied on Tudor Street in the centre of the city 

George Lawrence had begun to climb the social 

ladder.  

 

Though his roots were always firmly planted in 

Sheffield and the production of razor blades his 

business, in 1932 he moved to Hathersage where 

he made his home in ‘Belmont House’ on Jaggers 

Lane. From this point on the story of George  

Herbert Lawrence takes an extraordinary turn.  

Razor blades had made him rich. In modern terms 

very rich indeed but he didn’t keep his money in 

the bank. In his own words he said,’ I made my   

money in Sheffield and Sheffield will have the benefit 

of it.’  

 

A firm Methodist and believer in the benefits of  

leisure activities he poured money into providing 

swimming pools, paddling pools, sports facilities,  

and equipment in both Sheffield and Hathersage. 

The Hope Valley gained a Fire Service and an  

Ambulance Service thanks to his generosity.  

Through his association with former Lord Mayor of 

Sheffield, William Farewell Wardley, he gave  

generously to the village of Bapaume in Belgium 

where, in the First World War the Sheffield City  

Battalion went ‘over the top’ at the First Battle of  

the Somme.  

 

George Lawrence died on the night of 12/13
th
  

December 1940 during the Sheffield Blitz. He’d left 

the security of his Hathersage home to return to his 

factory with food and drink for his workers on the 

evening shift. He wanted to make sure they were 

safe. He died alongside two of them when a stick of 

bombs hit the factory. 

 

Sheffield and Hathersage benefited greatly from 

George Lawrence’s generosity. He laid the  

foundations of many things that are taken for granted 

today, yet the only evidence that he existed is a gold 

plated ‘Laurel’ razor in the Kelham museum, a  

commemorative small plaque on the bandstand next 

to the Hathersage swimming pool, and a blue  

remembrance plaque on the wall of the vets on 

Hathersage High Street.  

 

In Bapaume France, however, he is well remem-

bered for there is the  ‘Ecole Lawrence’ and a  

museum where he is commemorated. He was the 

greatest philanthropist Sheffield has ever known. In 

today’s terms, in those few short years, he gave 

away over one million pounds all of which went to 

benefit the local community. 

 
 

The Forgotten Philanthropist 
Brian Ward 

ISBN 978-0-9563473-3-6 

Available from the library or local 

bookshops  

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

If a cluttered desk is the sign of a cluttered mind , 

what, then, is an empty desk?           

Albert Einstein 



???  PUZZLE PAGE   ???   *   ???   PUZZLE PAGE  ???  *  ???   PUZZLE  PAGE   ???

Simple Chess 2 

Solutions for the May Puzzle Page 
 

CHESS – Qxh7 +  KxQ  /  R-h3 mate 
 

CRACK THE CODE  - The message said 

The Assassin’s name is Trefr 
 

ADD A LETTER  The word is STREAM 

Rally = Really  /  Story = Stormy  /  Boot = Boost 

Heath = Hearth  /  Horse = Hoarse  /  Said = Staid 
 

MYSTERY FROM HISTORY 

Just four days before Christmas in 1900 three  

lighthouse keepers vanished from the Eilean Mor 

lighthouse on the remote Flannan Isles. Not a  

single shred of evidence was ever found to point to 

what might have happened to them. The epic  

poem  ‘Flannan Isle’ by W.W.Gibson brought their   

disappearance into public view. 

(You can find out more about Flannan Isle by  

visiting the History table at the meeting on the 8th.) 
 

********* 

Solutions for this Puzzle Page 

The solutions for this month’s puzzles will be 

here in next month’s Cryer. Alternatively you 

can get the answers from me at - 

newsletter@dronfieldu3a.org.uk 

Mystery from History 

This month’s mystery is a short quote. 

A famous person once said, ’It is a riddle wrapped 

in a mystery inside an enigma.’ 

Who said it and what were they talking about? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

White to mate in 2 

SOLUTIONS 

I knew I was an unwanted baby when I saw that 

my bath toys were a toaster and a radio. 

Joan Rivers 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 

ADD A LETTER 

Each pair of definitions is for two words, where the 

second word is the first word with an extra letter 

added somewhere (example: band & brand). 

 

1) a gemstone & a sport 

2) demon & acquaintance 

3) moment & three times 

4) obvious & persevering 

CRACK THE CODE 

The numeric lock has a three digit 

number to unlock it. The first five  

attempts to get the correct code are 

below.  

What is the three digit code? 
 

682   1 number well placed and correct 

614   1 number correct but in the wromg place 

206 2 numbers correct but in wrong places 

738 All numbers incorrect. 

780  1 number correct but in the wrong place 

PLATINUM JUBILEE CHALLENGE 

Queen elizAbeth’s  70 YeAr reign. 
What are your recollections of the reign of Queen 

Elizabeth II? What International and National 

events from those seven decades have been  

personally significant or influential in your life?  

Please choose up to five events, personalities, 

books, films, disasters etc that  you consider to be 

the most significant and send them to me at the 

Newsletter email address at the bottom of the page 

by Monday the 6th. I shall correlate and list them 

ready for display at our meeting on the 8th to see 

which are the most popular. No names will be  

displayed.  


