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       THE CRYER! 
            The voice of Dronfield & District U3A 

                                       Issue 102 May 2022 

Welcome to a new edition of ‘The Cryer’, the voice 

of Dronfield U3A. The Council recently gave the  

Association a grant to be used for the benefit of its 

members. In ‘Cryer Extra’ that comes with this 

month’s edition Doug Emery gives details of how 

the money will be used. More details will be forth-

coming later in the year. In this issue we also have 

a great selection of contributions from the groups 

that you support and the return of my ‘flexible 

friend’ the ‘Puzzle Page’. Many thanks to all who 

have contributed articles and pictures for this issue. 

Without your offerings there would be no newslet-

ter. The deadline for articles for issue 103 starts on 

Monday 23rd of May. All contributions happily  

received.                                      Jed Stone (Editor) 

EDITORIAL 

SPANISH IMPROVERS 

Cycling Group Ride from Old Moor to Sprotborough 

April signalled the start of the Cycling Group  

summer programme where we cycle on two days 

per month. A favourite from previous years, the 

ride from Old Moor RSPB Nature Reserve to  

Sprotborough Basin on the River Don did not  

disappoint. 

The route is on tracks and good paths, with only 

one steep uphill section on the return loop. Much of 

the ride is on the Trans Pennine Trail. 

Our group is comprised of members with varying 

degrees of fitness, but we never leave anyone  

behind. The pace is steady and allows for  

conversation (except on the uphill sections!) 

We passed some lovely scenery, including views of 

the RSPB wetlands and Conisbrough Castle. We 

stopped for refreshments at Sprotborough on the  

River Don and it was good to see The Boat Inn 

had re-opened and was doing  good trade. We 

didn’t partake on this occasion, but it is worth 

thinking about for future reference. 

Whilst passing Conisbrough we noticed a fire in 

the bracken which was threatening a silver birch 

stand.  

Martin Hanrahan phoned for the fire brigade and 

was able to use the ‘What 3 Words’ app to give 

them a precise location. It is worth all cyclists and 

walkers having this app as it can help the  

emergency services tremendously. We presumed 

from other evidence that the fire had been started 

deliberately. On our return leg, we were glad to 

see the fire had been extinguished. 

Thanks to Dave Heron who Coordinates the group 

and led this ride. We have a full programme of 

rides for the rest of the summer. We would  

welcome new members, particularly women, who 

are under-represented in our group. Contact the  

Cycling Group Coordinator for more details. 

Martin Horn 

CYCLING GROUP 

The group of beginners who started learning  

Spanish a few months ago are now almost ready to 

move on to the next level.  If you know a little 

Spanish and would like to join them in a new  

Improvers group, please get in touch with Brian 

Healy, Spanish Coordinator, using the form on the 

Groups page of the DDU3A website. 

Brian Healy 
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Geography Group 

 Favourite Places    

We were a select few for this month’s meeting but I 

think it’s fair to say we enjoyed a cosy chat about 

our favourite places 

In the UK, North Yorkshire proves to be popular, 

especially with June. The county town of  

Northallerton has no bus station nor a cinema but 

it does have a prison, lots of pubs, and a Betty’s, 

(as has the attractive town of Harrogate). The  

landscape is punctuated by abbeys, including 

Fountains, a World Heritage site, and Richmond, 

which also has a castle and a Georgian theatre. 

The glorious North Yorkshire moors are stunning, 

and the 109 mile-long Cleveland Way is much 

trodden. The TV series of Heartbeat and also the 

James Herriott books were set in the former. 

Middlesbrough was totally not recommended but 

the coast was….a fabulous area, which includes 

Whitby, home to an abbey and Dracula, Captain 

Cook’s village of Staithes, and Robin Hood’s Bay, 

the haunt of smugglers and a forest spirit, rather 

than the chap who stole from the rich to give to the 

poor. 

One of our members declared herself lucky 

enough to have visited over 130 countries (wow!), 

including spectacular and peaceful Antarctica. She 

has also visited many palaces in places as diverse 

as St Petersburg, Istanbul, and Venice, the  

kaleidoscope of colours which is India, and the  

dismal, desolate Siberian town of Petropavlovsk, 

with no shops, no cafes, and potholed streets 

(worse than Dronfield, apparently)….whose  

redeeming feature was its amazing backdrop 

The hottest place she visited was probably on the 

Equator in Kenya, where she spent one night at 

the Treetops lodge, where our queen learnt she 

had become Elizabeth ll. The coldest places were 

probably Alaska and Greenland, the latter with its 

colourful houses. She recalled Iceland for its  

spectacular scenery and the only place on earth 

where you can stand astride 2 tectonic plates. 

Ann found visiting Nagasaki and Ground Zero, 

unsurprisingly, moving. Odessa (at that time, and 

mention of this provoked discussion) was proud, 

colourful, and friendly. She was also excited to be 

at Cape Canaveral when a rocket was launched. 

And many more magnificent experiences and  

places besides. It was wonderful to enjoy many of 

them, albeit second-hand. However, Ann did 

acknowledge there is nowhere to beat the UK 

when the weather is good! 

And back to the good old UK….the Isle of Skye, 

the name being derived from old Norse(Skio) for 

isle of clouds (appropriate) or in Gaelic Eilean a 

Cheos (misty isle, also appropriate), or  

(Sgitheanach) for winged isle (it’s possible to see 

why from a map). The largest and northern most of 

the Inner Hebrides, it’s fair to say it is remote, a 

great deal of its charm being attributed to that fact. 

It is possibly a little more accessible via the Skye 

Bridge, although that is quite a bit further north, 

than the on the old ferry from Mallaig. It’s also  

pretty empty….its largest town (Portree….or  

Port Righ) only has about 2.500 inhabitants. For 

the most part they speak Gaelic…amongst  

themselves….but lapse into English if they don’t 

recognise you (which is probably useful). This  

island has the most amazing scenery, both coastal 

and mountain (Cuillins). One of my visits took me 

to the only distillery (Talisker), and also to the  

MacLeod clan seat Dunbheagan Castle, beautifully 

situated on a pretty loch (and it was probably also 

difficult to attack). 

So, thank you all for participating in an enjoyable 

meeting…..hope you all enjoyed it as much as I 

did.  

Jan Bradbury 

Kilt Rock—Skye 

TRIPS & VISITS 

York Trip 

Many thanks to the members who have booked for 

the forthcoming visit to York on Thursday 16th 

June. There are a few places still available. These 

may be booked at the May monthly meeting. 

 

                     Scarborough Trip 

We will also be taking bookings for the visit to 

Scarborough on Wednesday 20th July at the May 

monthly meeting. The cost is £13. Please provide 

a cheque if possible. 

 

We must remind you that these visits are only 

available to current members of Dronfield U3A. 

Sue and Glenys 
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Giovanni Zenatello 
Zena Tello was born in 1876, 

and died in 1949.  I first heard 

him when I was listening to a 

radio programme given by  

Sephen Williams: ‘Forty 

minutes of opera extracts.’  

Unknown to me, my  future 

wife was listening to the 

same programme.  Williams 

told us a little about the  

chosen singer, and played a 

record. This one was “Niun mi tea” (None shall 

fear me), from the final act of Verdi’s Otello. The 

record number, which I have always remembered, 

was DB 1362. I was then about 20 years old, and 

am now 90! 
 

Zenatello was a contemporary of Caruso, and the 

Americans, as well as a large number of British, 

thought that Caruso was the greatest tenor in the 

world. However, Puccini gave the world premiere 

of Madam Butterfly to Zenatello.   
 

In America, Caruso sang at the Metropolitan, 

while Zenatello was the principal tenor at the  

Manhattan Opera. In those days, as now,  

popularity relied very much on advertising. Caruso 

recorded for Victor (HMV in Britain), who spent 

vast amounts of money in advertising their   

singers. Listening to the records, and forgetting 

the sympathies of the British critics, I think that 

Zenatello had the better voice and a bigger range 

of dynamic. Caruso lost his top notes quite early in 

his career, while Zenatello kept the upper range. 

He had a bright, clear tenor voice, sometimes  

referred to as ‘trumpet like’, while Caruso’s voice 

was darker, almost Baritonal.  
 

He sang Otello, a role which calls for an extremely 

powerful tenor with a high voice, intelligence, and 

stamina, over 500 times in his career.  For many 

years, most tenors did not attempt the role, and in 

fact, only the sixth tenor to sing the part, was 

Frank Mullins, singing in English.  
 

 HMV decided to make some recordings from an  

actual opera house, for the very first time. In 1926 

Otello was to be performed at Covent Garden, 

with the finest cast available, Zenatello in the title 

role, Lehmann as Desdemona, and Stabile as 

Iago, with Vincenzo Bellezza conducting. 
  

Unfortunately a series of disasters occurred.   

Columbia said that Stabile could not record for 

HMV, as he was contracted to them. This was a  

FOR THE LOVE OF OPERA blow, but HMV rescheduled the items to be  

recorded so that the baritone had little to sing, and 

signed up an  unknown singer, Giorgio Noto. 
 

Then another recording company, Odeon, refused 

to allow Lehmann to record for HMV, which meant 

they could not record any items for soprano. The  

recording did take place, and 6 sides were  

recorded, DB953/4/5, though only the first and the 

last were issued, because the last note was  

missing on one of the items on the middle disc.  

Many opera lovers protested, including my wife 

and I, so eventually HMV relented, and told us that 

if we bought 10 records, they would let us have the 

middle discas a special order.  We immediately 

advertised in a number of publications, and in less 

than a week, we had the other 9 people required.  

The day dawned, we played both sides - there was 

nothing wrong with the aria: it was the last note of 

the postlude which was missing, and who cared 

about that?  The record had not been issued for 

over 30 years, because some ignorant person had  

reported the last note was missing, and it was  

assumed that had meant the last note of the aria!. 
 

After retirement, Zenatello, and his wife, the  

mezzo-soprano, Maria Gay, spent much time  

persuading, even begging, the authorities to  

refurbish the Verona Opera. In this they were  

successful. During this time, a young soprano 

called Maria Callas came to him for advice about 

her voice. He was so impressed that he gave her 

the leading role in La Gioconda, the first opera to 

be given in the refurbished House!  

Sam Copnell 

HISTORY GROUP 

We are a new group exploring the many aspects 

of history’. In the three meetings we have held 

so far, a wide variety of material has been  

covered, most of which has been provided by 

members of the group. At our meeting last week 

Gill Stevenson informed and entertained us with 

her history of the Peel Centre. Her personal  

recollections were delightful and informative. We 

also discovered the answers to our ‘Mystery 

from History’ quizzes. The quote from  

Shakespeare took us to France in 1360 when an 

unusual storm devastated the English army and 

brought a temporary end to the 100 years war. 

The ‘Picture Mysteries’ are available on the 

group website as are full details on the group 

and how to contact teither of the co-ordinators. 

There is also a new ‘Mystery from History’ on the 

Puzzle Page of this newsletter..             Phine W. 
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On Friday 22nd April the Walking Group held their 

first AGM and Social for over two years. The venue 

was the Peel Centre and it was well attended.  

Following business including the election of the 

Committee and reports from the current  

Committee, the rest of the meeting was given over 

to the social part of the evening. 

There was a keenly contested quiz, compiled by 

Sue Horn, and an opportunity for members to mix 

and chat with each other. The Walking Group is a 

vibrant, friendly and successful group who are  

always looking to welcome new members. 

Martin Horn 

Walking Group Coordinator 

WALKING GROUP AGM 

Garden Visits Group 

Members met on a warm sunny day for our April 

visit which was to Renishaw Hall Gardens. These 

were laid out in an Italian style by Sir George  

Sitwell in the nineteenth century. On the south side 

of the Hall we admired the Wisteria, which covered 

the building from top to bottom with its long tresses 

of violet-blue chains - some growing up to three 

feet long, and all the hedges surrounding the  

Middle Lawn which were trimmed immaculately. 

We then walked to what is known as the  

‘Woodside’ where there is a corridor, about fifty 

yards long, consisting entirely of Camellias in full 

glorious flower. The variegated colours of the 

blooms showed up so well against the dark 

polished leaves and amongst ourselves we voted 

the `raspberry ripple` colour to be the most  

eye-catching. One of the reasons for choosing this 

garden at this time of the year was to view the  

Bluebells and we were not disappointed as on  

either side of the Camellia Walk were carpets of 

Bluebells in large, majestic clumps. These plants 

do best under the shade of the many trees at  

Renishaw, flourishing both in the flat woodland and 

beyond down to the sides of the lake.  Some of the 

more adventurous of us walked downwards on the 

newly laid bark covered paths to one of the two 

lakes. There, for some moments, we stood silently 

in awe of the many birds calling each other from 

the trees.  

Regaining level ground once more, we walked 

around the fountain for a good view of the Hall  

which was at the end of freshly cut grass lawns 

surrounded by the manicured hedges. A  

Ceanothus tree with its vivid blue flowers stood out 

in a long herbaceous border contrasting with many 

Fritillaria with their hanging pendants of  

bell-shaped flowers of differing colours.  

The gardens with so many varieties of plants are 

well worth a visit at any time of the year especially 

as they are so close to Dronfield.                

Ramsey Hertzog 

In Valladoid in Spain, IKEA built a new store and 

thought it would be a good public relations act to 

have an online poll to name the street on which the 

store would stand. The local Council agreed to 

abide by the majority vote.  The street is now 

named ‘Calle Me Falta un Tornillo numero 5' which 

translates as 'I'm missing a screw number 5’.   

BEWARE ONLINE POLLS 
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As we exit the world of Covid, your committee is  

looking at how we can attract new members and  

support them during the early months of  

membership. We have formed a small  

sub-committee to work on these issues and we 

wanted to share a couple of early initiatives and 

seek your help.   

******** 

The Artisan Market at the Barn 

On Sunday July 10th we will have a DDU3A stall 

at the Barn market. Hopefully we’ll attract interest 

from people coming to the market. As always we 

‘re looking for volunteers to help at our stall, even 

if it’s only for an hour. Our members are our best 

advert to talk to people about our u3a and what it 

can offer. If you would like to volunteer on July 

10th, please get in touch, either at a monthly 

meeting or via email.(see below) 

******** 

New Member Group Chat 

At our next drop-in meeting in June, we want to 

meet with those who have joined us since April 

1st. You might also have a friend who hasn’t yet 

joined but is interested in finding out more about 

DDU3A, so please bring them along to our June 

meeting and they can join our face-to-face chat.   

********  

Looking Forward 

Your committee doesn’t have all the ideas about 

how best to recruit new members. If you have any 

ideas, please get in touch with your suggestions 

and even better, why not join our sub-committee? 

For anything concerning the above please contact  

(Howard.mills@dronfieldu3a.org.uk). 

 

The Dronfield and District u3a website can be  

accessed by copying and pasting, or typing 

               www.u3asites.org.uk/dronfield  

into your search engine and pressing return.  

The words in blue on the pages below have a direct 

link to the web site. Place the curser over the word. 

Hold down ctrl (control) and left click and you will be 

taken directly to the page mentioned. 

RECRUITING & SUPPORTING  

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Drop in meeting (in-person only). 

This is a drop-in meeting with no speaker.  

Members are invited to drop in for a coffee and a 

chat. There will be opportunities to talk to  

members of the Committee, Group Coordinators 

and fellow u3a members. 

MEETING - 11th MAY  

If you’ve already renewed your membership, 

thank you. If you haven’t done it yet, re-

member you have until Friday 13th May. Af-

ter then, your membership will lapse and you will 

no longer be entitled to join any u3a meetings. You 

can renew online, by post or at the u3a’s May 

monthly meeting. The choice is yours.  

If you need help, take a look at the information on 

the Membership Renewals page of the website or 

email or telephone Phine Wright, our Membership 

Secretary: membership@dronfieldu3a.org.uk or 

01246 900201.  

And please, do let Phine know if you have decided 

not to renew. We’ll be sorry to lose you, but if you 

tell us, we can update your membership record so 

that we don’t send you any final reminders. 

ON THE WEB 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 

Details of all the monthly meetings from May 

through to October are on the Members page of 

the website. All meetings are held in Dronfield  

Civic Hall, starting at 10am and finishing at noon. 

Drop-in meetings are in person only. Speakers 

meetings are in-person and online, so  you can join 

from home if you prefer.                      Marion Clyde 

Speaker meeting (in person and online) 

Speaker: Tim Albert  

By Greyhound bus around America  

“In 1969, as a 22-year-old student, Tim travelled 

12,000 miles around the USA on Greyhound  

buses. Exactly half a century later in 2019, as a  

72-year-old retired journalist, he went back on the 

buses. He found that bus travel in America, though 

edgy, can still provide magic moments.” 

An email with the Zoom joining instructions will be 

sent to all members on Tuesday 10th May, so look 

out for it if you’re planning to join online. 

 MEETING - 8th JUNE 

INSURANCE FAQ’S 

You probably already know that the  

Third Age Trust (TAT) provides public  

liability insurance for members taking part in u3a 

activities. But did you know exactly what is and  

isn’t covered or how much cover is provided? TAT 

has produced a useful set of frequently asked 

questions explaining the polices. You can read 

them here Insurance FAQs or on the Insurance 

Cover for Members page of the website, where 

you’ll also find a copy of this year’s cover note. 

mailto:howard.mills@dronfieldu3a.org.uk
https://u3asites.org.uk/dronfield/page/77574
mailto:membership@dronfieldu3a.org.uk
https://u3asites.org.uk/dronfield/page/69472
https://u3asites.org.uk/files/d/dronfield/docs/insurancefaqs.docxnov2021.pdf
https://u3asites.org.uk/dronfield/page/78297
https://u3asites.org.uk/dronfield/page/78297


 

1 

Hello again, here is the Royal Jubilee version of 

this month’s scrabble board. Use the letters near 

the bottom of the board to provide  your highest 

scoring word and send it to me by Saturday 

7th May. I will then insert the best word and send 

you the new board with new letters to use for the 

following week. And so it goes on. You may email 

me through the u3a scrabble group or phone me on 

01246 414847.                           Sylvia Thompstone 

???  PUZZLE PAGE   ???   *   ???   PUZZLE PAGE  ???  *  ???   PUZZLE  PAGE   ???

CRACK THE CODE 

My grandmother began walking five miles a day 

when she was sixty.  She is ninety - seven now 

and we don’t know where the heck she is! 

Ellen DeGeneres 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 

SCRABBLE 

If in this code CUP = XFK  

What does the message below say? 

GSV  ZHHZHHRM’H  MZNV  RH  GIVUI 

SIMPLE CHESS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

White to mate in 2. 

 A MYSTERY FROM HISTORY 

In December 1900, just prior to Christmas, in a 

remote part of Scotland  something happened! It 

was important for a short while to a few people 

and then it slowly faded away into the past. There 

it would have remained but for an English Poet 

called Wilfrid Wilson Gibson. In 1912 he wrote and  

published an epic poem about the incident. It  

immediately caught the public imagination. Books 

have  been written about it and theories involving 

German U boats, ghostly viking long ships,  

murder and even alien space ships have been put 

forward.  To this day nobody knows for sure what 

happened. For you the questions are - what was 

the incident  and what was the title of the poem? 

The answers will be provided at the next meeting 

of the History Group then here on this page. 

PHOTO OF THE MONTH 

Snail on metal fly screen 

ADD A LETTER 

Insert or add a letter to each of the word to make 

a new word that will fit the clue in brackets. The 

added letters will make a word in their own right. 

RALLY (In actual Fact) 

STORY (Windy and Rainy) 

BOOT (Amplify) 

HEATH (Fireplace) 

HORSE (Harsh of voice) 

SAID (Unadventurouis) 


