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EDITORIAL 

WELCOME to issue 101 of the ‘under-new-management’ newsletter for Dronfield and District U3A. 

For those who don’t know me I’m Jed Stone and it is several years since I last edited anything like 

this. (A monthly update for a care home, typed on a chunky BBC Micro with copies of the newsletter 

stored on ‘floppy discs’! This is being typed on a slim laptop with the files stored on a ‘cloud’!). I 

hope to be able to follow Martin’s excellent work  and want to thank you for all  your contributions for 

this issue. For the May edition please send your articles by Monday, April 25th.  All future contribu-

tions will be gratefully received,                                                                                       Jed (Editor) 

In the editorial to his first newsletter, in December 

2013, Martin said he wanted it to evolve into a 

‘vibrant and informative publication’ and he want-

ed it to expand. These aspirations didn’t take 

long; by February 2014 it had grown from two to 

four pages, with colour photographs and apart 

from occasional 5-page editions, and an short-

term agreed re-editing into black and white, has 

been consistently vibrant and informative as well 

as being well balanced.  

I’ve always enjoyed Martin’s editorials.  They 

have been consistently encouraging, up to date 

and to the point.  Martin has always given many 

different members the chance to express their 

views. Members who receive the newsletter say 

how much they enjoy it, for keeping them in touch 

and for the variety of contributions. 

Phine Wright 

Thank you Martin for all the Newsletters. They are 

informative and interesting with up to date activi-

ties and reports from the different groups. I have 

looked forward to them each month.  

Nora Mowthorpe 
 

Fantastic, amazing and professional job Martin. 

Thank you....and enjoy retirement. 

Jan Bradbury 
 

Well done Martin in scoring a 'ton', and for doing 

so in some style! Enjoy your achievement as we 

have enjoyed the Newsletter and thanks for giving 

so much to the DDU3A. 

Rod Brennan 

Martin, on behalf of the Discussion Group, I would like 

to record our thanks to you as you step down from the 

editorial role for the Newsletter. 

Over the years you have always included our articles 

submitted for your perusal. We have valued your 

judgements in “pruning” such articles whilst balancing 

the views of our eclectic group with your knowledge of 

a wide ranging readership. Many thanks for your con-

siderations. Best wishes for your continuing role as a 

group coordinator, and as a contributor and partici-

pant to the activities of the DandDU3A. 

Rob Barron   

I would just like to say a big thank you to Martin for all 
he has done for our U3A group. I have been a mem-
ber from the start and members like Martin and Sue 
who contribute so much of their time and enthusiasm 
to make our U3A as successful as it has been, are 
part of the backbone to its success. The newsletter 
has been a vital part, bringing us all the latest infor-
mation about our group activities and I look forward to 
reading it every month. Thank you Martin for all your 
hard work. 

Glenys Sharman 
 

 Martin Horn:  
we are forlorn  

and our hearts are torn  
and we mourn  

as you were born  
to prepare the news 

 of our U3A each month 
 in the morn. 
Thank you! 

Margaret Turner 

Martin Horn, newsletter editor for eight years plus 
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On Joining the U3A some 3 years ago, Martin 
was extremely welcoming to me. When you re-
tire and start to ‘Join’ new organisations, it can 
be extremely foreboding, even though I’m quite 
outgoing myself, it was fantastic to have some-
one who, without question made me feel so very 
welcome and offered his knowledge and friend-
ship without question. Over the years we have 
become firm friends but I will never forget those 
early days, when I needed help, Martin was 
there for me. 
He’s done a fabulous service not only with the 
Newsletter contribution, but many aspects of 
U3A, his knowledge of the walking areas around 
Derbyshire is staggering, especially when you 
know he’s ‘A southerner’ and only used to do 
the ‘Lambeth Walk’ !!!! ..., (we do joke about 
that !) He’s slowly getting better at photography 
too.   
He’s a true inspiration and I would like to wish 
him well in his future. A BIG Thank you Martin 

Rob Whiteley 
 

Thanks to Martin from the French group. 
‘Le groupe français voudrait vous remercier très 
sincèrement pour votre travail de rédacteur du 
bulletin mensuel de l’U3A. C’est toujours très 
intéressant et très instructif.     Merci Martin et 
bon courage!’ 

Steve et le groupe français  
 

I would like to say thank you to Martin for all his 
hard work and interesting newsletters that we 
have received monthly. The issues gave a very 
good insight to what is on offer within our U3A in 
Dronfield....I hope Marin continues to enjoy the 
meetings and his walking group..Good Luck with 
any more interests that he may have. 

Lorraine Cross 
 

Dear Martin,  
Thank you so much for all the hard work, pa-
tience and dedication you have given to the 
U3A, as Editor of the newsletter, over the past 8 
years.   I looked forward to the 1st day of each 
month and enjoyed reading every edition. 

Phyllis Depledge 
 

A huge contribution over so many years! Thank 
you Martin. Best wishes 

Graham Archer 
 

The U3A editor called Martin 
Was tremendously fond of Wallin 

He cycled and walked  
And oh my goodness he talked 

But he made a good job of the Newsletter. 
Dave Heron 

 
I want to express my thanks to Martin for the 
time and effort he has put into producing our 
newsletter for so long. 

Sheila Pyke 

Members of the U3A International Folk Dance 
group have had a ‘busy few weeks’ at various 
events. Apart from our usual weekly Wednesday 
morning meetings in Fred Hopkins Memorial Hall, 
Unstone, I held a full day birthday dance celebration 
in February. Members from other dance groups 

were invited to join us for a 
‘bring-and-share’ lunch and we 
danced a mix of all our favour-
ite choices from various coun-
tries within Eastern Europe. It 
was a lovely memorable day 
and thank you to our group for 
the lovely cards, presents, flow-

ers and birthday wishes. (Of course there was 
cake!) 
Once a month we go to Calver to join up with a 
group from Sheffield and members of Matlock U3A 
International Folk dance, four of Dronfield group 
regularly attend the Matlock meetings on Friday 
mornings. At the beginning of March, three of our 
members went to the Nutbrook, Nottingham group 
where Dalila Heath, of Armenian origin, taught a 
mix of her favourite dances. Dalila is holding anoth-
er event in April, organised jointly by Dronfield and 
Matlock U3A. That will be in Calver on 9th April 
2022.  
Yesterday evening we gave a demo in Matlock Bath 
to a ladies group who appreciated and enjoyed our 
dances. Several people commented about the mu-
sic. The venue was very different to our normal use 
of a hall. We danced in the ‘crossing’ or transept of 

the Holy Trinity Church. We were careful to keep 
the dancing politically correct but in respect for the 
Ukraine people we wore yellow and blue scarves. 
The dances we learn at these courses and events 
are all brought back to our International Folk group 
in Dronfield and taught to our members. They are 
varied in tempo, in simplicity or complexity but all 
are danced to some lovely music, usually backed 
up with interesting and historic folklore. 

Gill Middleton 

Martin Horn Continued International Folk Dance Group 
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It’s all change this month. 
 

First of all, something that you will already know, we 
have a new newsletter Editor. Final thanks go to Mar-
tin Horn, who has done a fantastic job for the last 8 
years and 100 issues. I know there were times when 
he felt he’d never have enough material for an issue. 
But he always managed to come up with something, 
even if he did have to bend a few elbows along the 
way. Thank you so much, Martin. 
And welcome Jed Stone, our new Editor. Thank you 
Jed for volunteering to take this on. We hope you en-
joy it.  
 

Here’s another change … I’ve come to feel that calling 
this section “Executive Notes” makes the u3a’s com-
mittee members sound very officious, but we’re not 
really. We’re just ordinary members who have volun-
teered to do some of the legwork necessary to keep 
the u3a going. So this month I’ve called these notes 
“Committee Notes”. It’s still a bit officious, they may be 
called something else next month, who knows? Do 
send me your suggestions (printable ones only 
please). 
 

Having said we’re not officious I must admit that we 
do, at times, have to knuckle down and do some pret-
ty boring stuff. Most recently, that has included re-
viewing the u3a’s policies, many of which were long 
overdue for review or simply didn’t exist. We’ve been 
helped in this by Rob Barron, who is not a committee 
member, but in true u3a spirit has volunteered his pro-
fessional expertise to offer us advice and guidance. 
Thank you Rob. 
 

As trustees of a registered charity, the committee has 
to ensure that we have a full set of policies in place, 
particularly those required by the Charity Commission 
or the Third Age Trust. We also have to ensure that 
members know that the policies exist and where to 
find them. So please, take some time to look at the 
Policies page of the website, which is where they all 
are. You’ll see that this month we have updated the 
Safeguarding Policy, which explains what to do if you 
have a concern about a member of the u3a. We have 
also added some new Group Coordinator Guidance, 
replacing the old Interest Group Protocol and Guide-
lines for Group Coordinators (coordinators please 
note and delete any old copies you may have lying 
around somewhere).  
We’ve still got more policies to review, but plan to do 
most of them by the end of this committee year. If you 
want to know more, please contact me. 
 

Marion Clyde ( Chair ) chair@dronfieldu3a.org.uk    
Ring 01246 900201 

 u3a Monthly Meetings 

Our monthly meetings are reverting 
back to our old pattern of alternate 
drop-in and speaker meetings. All meetings 
are held in Dronfield Civic Hall, starting at 
10am and finishing at noon. Drop-in meetings 
are in person only. Speakers meetings are in-
person and online, so you can join from home 
if you prefer.  Our next two meetings are: 

Wednesday 13th April  

Renewals/Drop In Meeting 

Come to renew your membership, if 

you haven’t already done it online by 

then. Or just come for a coffee, a chat and a 

chance to talk some of the group coordinators 

who will be there. There’s more information 

about renewals on the Membership Renew-

als page  

Wednesday 11th May  

Speaker meeting (in person and 
online) 
Speaker: Tim Albert - By Greyhound 
bus around America 1969 and 2019 
“In 1969, as a 22-year-old student, Tim 
travelled 12,000 miles around the USA on 
Greyhound buses. Exactly half a century later 
in 2019, as a 72-year-old retired journalist, he 
went back on the buses. He found that bus 
travel in America, though edgy, can still pro-
vide magic moments.” 
Details of all the meetings from April through 
to October are on the Members page of the 
website.           

Marion Clyde  
    

 Linda Shipley – a u3a champion 
 

I’m sad to have to tell you that Linda Shipley 
died early in March, after a long illness. Linda 
was a true u3a champion. She was a member 
of the working party that helped create the 
u3a and became its first Membership Secre-
tary. As well as being a member of several 
groups, Linda actually started the Beginners 
Computing group, later renamed Computing 
Support. I have fond memories of the group’s 
early meetings. We met at Linda’s house, sit-
ting around her ding room table, explaining to 
members, some complete beginners, how to 
send and receive emails and use the  and 
use the internet. After an hour or so we would 
break for tea and cakes, expertly baked by 
Linda’s husband Tony. We were possibly the  

COMMITTEE NOTES 

Before you criticise someone, walk a mile in their 
shoes. That way when you criticize them, you are a 
mile away and they have no shoes." -- Jack Handey 

QUOTE FOR THE MONTH 

ON THE WEB 

Tributes - Linda Shipley 

https://u3asites.org.uk/dronfield/page/91217
mailto:chair@dronfieldu3a.org.uk
https://u3asites.org.uk/dronfield/page/77574
https://u3asites.org.uk/dronfield/page/77574
https://u3asites.org.uk/dronfield/page/69472
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 best fed group in the u3a! 
Linda will be buried at the Apperknowle Natural Buri-
al Ground at 11am on Tuesday 5th April. Members of 
the u3a are invited to attend. 

Marion Clyde 
Thank You Linda Shipley 

When my late wife, Mags, and I moved to Dronfield 
we already had a relative and friend, Linda Shipley, 
who passed away recently. 
More of a sister to Mags than a cousin, Linda wel-
comed us both and was soon “encouraging” us not 
only to her Dronfield family but also to the various 
organisations she dedicated her time to. As a found-
er member of Dronfield U3A Linda persuaded me to 
start our now world-famous Dry-Stone Walling 
Group and Mags to open a Family History Group 

and join Art Apprecia-
tion. Her unselfish 
care for others was 
hard to resist and will 
be always in my mind 
and heart.   This pic-
ture    shows me, 
Mags and Linda at 
‘Brave the Shave’ at 
Dronfield Hall Barn to 
raise funds for Can-

cer Research. Mags’ hair style was due to chemo-
therapy whilst Linda above and I had our heads 
shaved for the cause.                                          

   Mike Baker 

Linda  Remembered 
 

I am sad that Linda is no longer with us but comfort-
ed in the knowledge that she will no longer have to 
experience further deterioration. During the last year, 
despite being virtually confined to one room, she re-
mained positive and bright. The sunshine poured in 
and shone out too! Visiting was a pleasure; there 
would always be something to laugh about and I 
would leave uplifted.  
I met Linda and Tony soon after moving to Dronfield 
when we were on the U3A committee in its early 
years. They both contributed enormously and helped 
it become the success it is today. Linda was an ex-
cellent communicator with very good IT skills which 
she used and shared widely. Her sparkle and enthu-
siasm were infectious and it was a real pleasure to 
work with her.  
My abiding memories will be the humorous stories 
she related about incidents in which she caused 
chaos in shops and restaurants, like grabbing a table 
cloth to steady herself and the inevitable conse-
quence of this! On one occasion, when I was with 
her, she drove her wheelchair into a fence in the 
Leabrook Valley and the difficulty we had extricating 
it was still something to laugh about!  Most of all I will 
remember how strong and upbeat she remained de-
spite the crippling challenges she faced every day 
during her last few years. She was an absolute inspi-
ration in the face of adversity.  

Sheelagh Webster 

Friday AM Book Group 
 

We are very sad to have lost another member, our 
dear friend Linda Shipley, who died in hospital on 
the 9th of March. 
 

Linda had been a member of the Group since it 
started in 2014, I also knew her prior to this as a 
member of National Women’s Register. 
Linda was a most determined person who faced and 
dealt with many challenges in her life, she was al-
ways upbeat, generous to a fault, a great listener, 
full of empathy for others, great sense of humour 
and a prolific reader. She bought and read all the 
Man Booker shortlisted books, no mean feat these 
days!, and her literary knowledge was extensive. 
Linda was a huge part of our group, during Covid we 
started meeting by zoom and we carried on zooming 
as Linda’s mobility lessened and so she could still 
attend. Prior to Covid Linda always hosted our meet-
ings with her usual generosity and hospitality. 
Linda was a thoroughly lovely person and 
friend,  her death has left an enormous  hole in our 
group and we will all miss her very much. 
 

Carole King  

The Cascade Gardens 

At last, the Garden Visit Groups have been able to 
live up to our name with a physical visit to ‘Cascade 
Gardens’. The weather was kind, and the attend-
ance was very rewarding, with thirteen members fill-
ing the four shared cars from Dronfield Civic Centre 
to Bonsall. Once gathered we enjoyed an introducto-
ry talk from the owner Alan Clement before splitting 
into smaller groups to explore.  

About twenty-six years ago Alan had been in a high-
powered position employing a large staff working in 
both in the UK and many other countries spread 
across the world, when he decided to give it all up 
for a quieter life. He had spent many holidays in Ja-
pan and had been impressed by the serenity of their 
style of gardens and had often wished for the oppor-
tunity to create this calm in a garden for himself. 

In 1996 he found his calm in Cascades House and 

started his ‘new life’ in Derbyshire. This building was  

GARDEN VISITS GROUP 
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surrounded by four acres of land on the edge of a 
cliff face, included a disused mine, the remains of 
a corn mill and a stream. It was recorded as far 
back as 1791 and was first known as ‘Coopers 
Croft’. Soon after an adjoining property known as 
‘Nethergreen House’ was built and by1795 a corn 
mill was set up. Francis Clay owned the full site 
with his son Robert managing the mill. By 1861, 
the running of the mill had been taken over by a 

tenant John Broxup 
Coates, When Robert 
Clay died in 1874 the mill 
was put up for auction. 
Everything was sold in-
cluding the twenty-six-foot 
diameter water wheel. The 
corn mill was then demol-
ished to make way for the 
building of the current 
‘Cascades House’. It be-
came a relatively grand 
house with servants’ quar-
ters on the top floor and 

Victorian kitchens in the basement but with no 
records of any proper gardens.   
In the same year as Alan bought the property, he 
took another holiday in Japan, this time to a Zen 
Buddhist monastery (Temple of Eternal Peace) in 
the western Alps of Japan. He was only allowed 
to stay there by agreeing to follow their practices 
and rituals, but it gave him the opportunity to ex-
perience the calm of their gardens which he 
found to be a deeply spiritual place. Later he jour-
neyed to the   famous garden of the sub temple 
Daisen In and was greatly inspired by its rocks 
representing mountains and raked sand repre-
senting a river. Here he saw the potential for Cas-
cades to have the natural calmness and spirituali-
ty of these Japanese gardens  
The gardens themselves do not form a full repre-
sentation of a Japanese garden but instead takes 
some of the inspirations and blends them with 
that of UK planting. After his talk, my group made 
our way over stone bridges crossing the flowing 
water to find spring flowers and especially helle-
bores of many varieties, in full bloom. Acers were 
just forming their buds in readiness to flower later 
and there was evidence of other flowering plants 
whose blossoms would replace one another 
throughout the seasons.  Positioned around the 
gardens were numbered seats strategically 
placed to provide the best views of the garden. 
Various Japanese statues were situated through-
out, and a feature was made of several waterfalls 
which provided the smoothing sound of falling 
water. A few of our more energetic members 
climbed up the rather steep steps for an excellent 
overall view of the garden. As we rested with cof-
fee and homemade scones, we admired an array 
of bonsai plants and some members purchased 
these or cuttings of hellebores to try out at home.  

Ramsey Hertzog  

TRIPS AND VISITS 

In order to book a place on the trip to York on 
Thursday 16th June your membership of the u3a 
must have been renewed  

Sue Horn 

TRANSPORT TO MEETINGS 

Do you need a lift to 
get to our monthly 
meetings in the Civic 
Centre? Do you have 

a friend/DDU3A member who would benefit from 
this ?   
Derbyshire Community Transport would like to 
offer help to members who need this service for a 
small charge.  
Contact Phine Wright if you would be interested.  
You can find her on 01246 900201 and at  
membership@dronfieldu3a.org.uk  

DDU3A History Group meeting March 30th 2022 
This was the second group meeting and 21 peo-
ple attended, several of these being new mem-
bers.   
Angela Richards introduced a history of advertis-
ing with several illustrations.  Her ‘homework’ 
sheets helped the group to start thinking about 
this topic and discussion was very lively indeed. 
During refreshments, as a surprise treat, Howard 
Mills had brought books on various historical mat-
ters to give free to members. 
Steve Wood then explored the various and su-
perbly cryptic meanings of events and individuals 
that are the ‘hidden history’ behind works of art.  
There is always some story, and often several 
‘truths’ behind every work of art! Steve then used 
this to open discussion as to how group members 
might explore their own history interests as a sim-
ple research project perhaps with other members 
of the group. The ‘NHS’ was offered as one possi-
ble subject for exploration along with the ‘Black 
Death’, ‘History behind art’ and ‘Women in the 
early 20th century’.  The idea will be explored fur-
ther at our next meeting.  
Next time, on April 27

th
, at 10 am, Gill Stephen-

son will present a history of the Peel Centre.  We 
will also include a second topic and provide time 
for members to discuss historic matters and offer 
suggestions for future meetings and research. 
We welcome anyone interested in history to come 
the meetings. 
Steve Wood and Phine Wright are happy to be 
contacted to discuss matters concerning the 
group. 
oldsteveuk@gmail.com and jose-
phine.wright42@gmail.com (and 01246 900201) 

HISTORY 

NOTICES 

mailto:membership@dronfieldu3a.org.uk
mailto:oldsteveuk@gmail.com
mailto:josephine.wright42@gmail.com
mailto:josephine.wright42@gmail.com
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GIOVANNI MARTINELLI and TITO SCHIPA 
 

 Now to tackle “My favourite tenor”, which is difficult, 
as there are so many candidates: Pertile, who was 
an intelligent singer with a big voice, and Toscanini’s 
favourite tenor. Gigli, the possessor of probably the 
most beautiful tenor voice ever, though the bane of 
English critics - “too emotional”. Lauri-Volpi, with a 
voice not as consistently beautiful as Gigli’s, but 
wonderfully exciting, particularly his high notes. 
Nearer our own time is di Stefano (Pippo to his 
friends), an elemental singer, with possibly the finest 
diction of all tenors. When he sang, one could write 
down the words, they were so clear. Then perhaps 
Vickers, or Gedda have claim…….but for me the 
prize is divided between two past singers, Giovanni 
Martinelli and Tito Schipa. Martinelli, admired by Ca-
ruso, among others, had a powerful voice, with bril-
liant top C’s, a beautiful cantilena, and above all, 
was an expert in the use of words - not to mention 
he really could sing! The aria, “Dio! mi potevi”, from 
Verdi’s Otello, opens with a succession of A flats, to 
express the desolation felt by Otello. Martinelli sings 
every one of these notes, perfectly. Even Domingo 
cannot do this, nor can I think of any other tenor who 
could, except perhaps, Pertile. 
 
 A well known writer, Alan Blyth is on record as say-
ing, “Martinelli has a way of phrasing, choice of tim-
bre, choice of delivery, such that when I am listening 
to some of the other singers singing an important 
role, I do not hear them, the voice of Martinelli is all 
that I hear, sometimes just a single word, as 
“Rimembranza…” or “Leonora”…(from La Forza del 
Destino) are just two examples. Just listen to the 
love duet from Otello, the opening words laden with 
love.”  
 

My other choice of tenor is Tito Schipa, who had the 
type of voice to sing all the roles Martinelli couldn’t, 
or didn’t want to sing. Schipa’s voice was in contrast 
to Martinelli, as he was a lyric tenor, who sang Doni-
zetti’s L’Elisir d’Amore, or Don Pasquale for in-
stance. Like Martinelli, the words were very im-
portant. “Tutto tace”, from Mascagni’s L’Amico Fritz 
is a case in point. When my friends heard Pavarotti’s 
recording of this opera, they burst out laughing, so 
great was the contrast between this performance 
and that of Schipa, with which they were familiar. 
Schipa’s use of words, and tone colour can perhaps 
best be heard in the song, “Oh del mio amato ben”, 
which is so unbearably moving that having once 
heard it, it is impossible to listen to it again. When 
Martinelli was broadcasting, on a visit to England, 
and being asked about Schipa, he rather dramatical-
ly replied, “Ah, Tito, to him we all bow the knee”.  
Schipa was a great womaniser, but remained mar-
ried to the same woman all his life. Amazingly, he 
made a fortune twice, and lost them both. Still buoy-
ant, he then went on to make yet another fortune! 
He never sang in England except privately, but  

 Martinelli sang in 1912 and 1937, the Corona-
tion season. Ann, my wife, and I went to London 
one time when Martinelli came to England, and 
he put on a film which showed his wedding. On 
a later occasion, when he was doing a book 
signing, Ann contrived to join the queue and 
asked him to sign a photograph of himself in 
costume as Otello. This photograph now adorns 
a wall in our sitting room. Schipa’s signed photo 
is in a box in my music cupboard.     

 Sam Copnell        

Proud team members and Vol Rangers  

Margaret Haddon and Mike Baker 

The “Peaky Wallers” go from strength to 
strength, quite literally considering the tonnage 
of stones they have moved over the years. 
Again, wonderfully masterminded by Mike Baker 
they have continued to continually mend many 
metres of walling on our North Lees Estate, re-
storing these landscape features and keeping it 
in tip-top order and helping the agricultural ten-
ant immensely, and also enabling us to manage 
important habitat work through stock manage-
ment. 
The team recently completed a pretty daunting 
stretch with many gaps on the border with the 
National Trust’s Outseats Estate. No mean feat 
considering the hill to climb before they even 
started…..I’m sure they are still speaking to me! 
 
Tom Lewis Peak District Engagement Ranger. 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taken at the end of March—a spring snow fall. 

Mixed Seasons 

OPERA APPRECIATION 

PEAKY WALLERS 


