
Dear Member 

Welcome to the 100th edition of the Dronfield and District U3A Newsletter. This is the final newsletter I will be editing, and I 

have mixed feelings. It has been a privilege to be the Editor from the very first issue. I have mostly enjoyed my time  the only 

downside has been the commitment every month and the (probably imagined) pressure to get a newsletter out close to the be-

ginning of each month.  

I have been editing the newsletter since December 2013 when the U3A was launched in Dronfield. I was on the original Steer-

ing Committee and we were asked to choose a role. In the light of my experience I chose to be Editor. My first issue may be 

seen below. It seems very sparse and dull to me now, but we had few groups and few people submitted material. I wanted to 

develop a newsletter that was more reflective of what the groups were doing rather than just an information sheet, and whether 

right or wrong, that’s the direction I took. 

It has often been difficult getting  enough material to fill a four page newsletter, but generally that has been achieved. I would 

like to thank all my regular contributors (you know who you are). Without you there would have been no newsletter. I would also 

like to thank those who took a risk and posted some personal thoughts or a poem. It takes a lot to put yourself out there, and it 

was much appreciated. 

Finally thanks to the Executive Committee and Group Coordinators for your support and your good wishes. At the time of writing 

it appears we MAY have a new Editor. There will be a new email address to send articles to, so please await an official an-

nouncement. 

Martin Horn  Newsletter Editor  (retired) 
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Since starting in March 2014 
the “Peaky Wallers” have built 

close to 500 metres of dry 
stone walls, lifted almost 500 

tonnes of stone between them 
and must have aged 500 years! 
 

It’s said “ you can experience 
all 4 seasons in one day in the 

Peak District“ and we’ve cer-
tainly seen rain, wind, snow , 
howling gales and the occa-

sional sunny day but unde-
terred it’s never put us off. Al-

ways in amongst it has been 
our erstwhile U3A newsletter 
editor Martin Horn taking snaps, 

(he calls them photographs), 
whilst still playing his part wall-
ing. 

 

The Peaky Wallers are sad to 
see him stepping down as Edi-
tor but are pleased that he will 

be continuing with us as a wal-
ler. We hope he will continue 
taking more “snaps” of us but 

please fewer shots of the tops 
of our heads and bottoms. 

Peaky Wallers 

Mike Baker 

After such a long time of re-
strictions to when or where we 
have been able to go, it was very 
promising to feel encouraging 
signs for the year ahead as a 
large number of members gath-
ered at our house eager to get 
out and about again.  

Members discussed ideas and 
planned for outings to a variety of 
gardens that they would like to 
visit, some we had visited in the 
past and some completely new 
ideas. In the knowledge that 
weather conditions can affect 
flowering times, such as the rho-
dodendrons at Lea Gardens, we 
agreed that there might need to 
be some flexibility between 
months, to adapt some of our 
plans if necessary. Unfortunately 
high Covid numbers meant that a 
visit to this year’s Snowdrops has 
had to be abandoned but we 
hope that we will be able to view 
the Bluebells at Renishaw and 
that in July a visit to the RHS gar-
dens at Harlow Carr should show 
plants at their Summer best.  

We meet on the third Tuesday 
each month and hope to get off to 
a flying start by visiting the Cas-
cade Gardens, Clatterway, Bon-
sall, Matlock, in March. We have 
not visited this garden since 2017 
and according to the owner, there 
are many improvements to view.  

 

Members are invited to gather at 
the Dronfield Sports Centre at 
10am so we can share cars to 
travel together. More information 
will be sent out nearer the time but 
if there is anyone who is not al-
ready a member, who would like to 
join us, please give me a ring. 

Garden Visits 

Ramsey Hertzog  (01246 414746) 

As a group we would like to ex-
press our thanks to Martin for the 
excellent work he has put in pro-
ducing his monthly U3A Newslet-
ter and for including many of our 
articles regarding gardens that we 
have visited over the years. 

Do you want to learn how to 

play bridge and have a chat 

and some laughter with other 

members ? 

Social Bridge 1 is restarting, 

and we are looking for a few 

more members. Absolute be-

ginners are welcome, as well 

as those who have not played 

much, or for a while. The main 

focus is on the get together, 

with bridge being just the way 

we do it. 

We meet the second and 

fourth Mondays every month 

from 2pm – 4pm, at people’s 

houses. 

For more details please get in 
touch with Steve Bradbury via 
the DDU3A Groups Page, ste-
ve1brad@hotmail.com or call 
07985 143942 

Social Bridge 1 

mailto:steve1brad@hotmail.com
mailto:steve1brad@hotmail.com
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Executive Notes  

 

Last month I wrote about how I 

was looking forward to spring and 

the u3a getting back together 

again. Little did I know what the 

weather had in store for us. I hope 

you’ve all survived the recent 

storms and your rooves, fences, 

greenhouse etc are all intact. 

Happily, in spite of the weather, 

our u3a has indeed started getting 

back together. We had an excel-

lent hybrid meeting in February, 

with 56 members in the Civic Hall 

and 15 joining online. Thanks to 

those of you who have emailed to 

say how much you enjoyed it. 

Even more thanks to Doug Em-

ery, John Reedman and Steve 

Pyke who have battled with the 

technology over the last few 

months and to David Ollerenshaw 

who helped on the day. Doug is 

still looking for more volunteers to 

help run hybrid meetings. Email 

him 

doug.emery@dronfieldu3a.org.uk 

if you would like to know more 

about it.  

We intend to run all our speaker 

meetings as hybrid meetings in 

future. Sheila Pyke, our speaker 

finder has already lined up speak-

ers for the next few months. You 

can read more about them in this 

newsletter. They’re also on the 

Members page of the website. 

The good news is that, as re-

strictions ease, we are able to be 

more flexible about attendance at 

monthly meetings. So you won’t 

have to book a place in future, 

you will just be able to turn up. We 

will still be sending the Zoom join-

ing instructions out the day before 

each meeting, to all members, for 

people who prefer to join online. 

Marion Clyde, Chair 
chair@dronfieldu3a.org.uk 

Membership Renewals 

Our new membership year begins on 

1st April. I hope you will want to renew. 

The membership subscription will be 

£14 per member, £28 per couple. New 

members will pay £15, £30 per couple. 

Third Age Matters, if you opt for it, will 

cost £3.34 per household.  

Postal members should have received 

a note about renewals with this news-

letter. If you haven’t, please telephone 

01246 900201.  Everyone else will 

receive an email by 18th March.   

Before then, Phine Wright, our Mem-

bership Secretary will be asking you to 

check that your personal information is 

up to date on Beacon, our member-

ship database. We are particularly 

keen to make sure we have emergen-

cy contact details for all our members 

ie the name and phone number of 

someone we can contact on your be-

half in an emergency. Please look out 

for an email from Phine early in March 

and take time to check your infor-

mation. It will only take you five 

minutes. 

Marion Clyde, Chair 
chair@dronfieldu3a.org.uk 

u3a Monthly Meetings 

Wednesday 9th March 
10am-12noon - in person in Dronfield 
Civic Hall or online 
Speaker: Neil Sheldon -  "Lies, Damn 
Lies and Statistics". 

Wednesday 13th April  

Renewals/Drop in Meeting (no 

speaker) 

10am-12noon - in person in Dronfield 

Civic Hall 

Our first drop-in meeting for two years 

and the chance to renew your mem-

bership at the same time. Come for a 

coffee and a chat, even if you have 

already renewed online by then. 

Wednesday 11th May 
10am-12noon - in person in Dronfield 
Civic Hall or online 
Speaker: Tim Albert – “By Greyhound 
bus around America 1969 and 2019” 

See the Members page of the website 
for more information about these 
meetings and plans for June until Oc-
tober. 

Reminder 

This is Martin Horn’s final newsletter. 

Thank you again Martin for all your 

hard work, we will miss you!  

Marion Clyde, Chair 
chair@dronfieldu3a.org.uk 

Do you need a lift to get to our 
monthly meetings in the Civic 
Centre? Do you have a friend/
DDU3A member who would 
benefit from this ?   
Derbyshire Community 
Transport would like to offer 
help to members who need this 
service for a small charge.  
Contact Phine Wright if you 
would be interested.  You can 
find her at member-
ship@dronfieldu3a.org.uk and 
on 01246 900201 

 
We have vacancies for two new 
members, we are a small, polite 
group, we meet on the first Friday 
of the month by zoom, and this 
will be the format going forward, 
regardless of Covid restrictions 
being lifted.   
 
We read a variety of style of 
books, the last one being A Fare-
well to Arms by Hemingway, and 
this month’s Katherine by Anya 
Seton. We try to keep the discus-
sion book based, although topics 
around the theme of the book 
naturally occur. If you are inter-
ested please contact Carole King 
(Co-ordinator) via the web site for 
further details. 
 
Carole. 

Friday Book Group (A.M) 

mailto:doug.emery@dronfieldu3a.org.uk
https://u3asites.org.uk/dronfield/page/69472
mailto:chair@dronfieldu3a.org.uk
mailto:chair@dronfieldu3a.org.uk
https://u3asites.org.uk/dronfield/page/69472
mailto:chair@dronfieldu3a.org.uk
mailto:membership@dronfieldu3a.org.uk
mailto:membership@dronfieldu3a.org.uk
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In July 2018 (yes, their Winter), our 

intrepid duo spent 6 weeks “down 

under” in this huge country, whose 

area is bigger than Europe (except 

Russia), much of it travelling by train 

from Darwin to the coast of South 

Australia. The said train (“The Ghan”, 

previously the Afghan Express with a 

camel logo), was over half a mile long, 

and took 54 hours to travel the 1851 

miles. Pakistani and Afghan camel-

eers previously inhabited the Outback 

and their beasts were ideal for travel 

in the dry and dusty landscape and 

could, of course, last a long time with-

out water.  The camels still remain, 

but, able to smell water from 5 miles 

away, were recently driven into towns 

by bushfires, wreaking havoc and 

trashing homesteads 

The “red centre” (so-called because of 

the colour of the dominant sandstone 

rock) of Oz is extremely sparsely pop-

ulated and distances are vast and 

settlements remote. Cattle stations 

can spread for 1000s of square miles, 

the largest being half the size of 

Wales!. Most of us will have heard of 

the amazing Royal Flying Doctor Ser-

vice, providing health care in many 

guises for its scattered population. 

Dental services are included. And now 

there is the equally fabulous School of 

the Air, founded in 1951, the world’s 

largest school with over 52 thousand 

students (in 2015). Previously a one 

way system education provider, pupils 

can now interact and they even have 

their own school song to unite them 

over the miles 

Alice Springs is a bit of a misnomer as 

there are none; it is dry, with a usually 

dry river bed at a town named Henley 

on Todd (named after an early settling 

notable), where they hold an annual 

regatta (of course). Events include a 

race across the dry river bed, sand 

shovelling contests, egg tossing, water 

fights, and a bring your own boat street 

parade 

It takes 5 hours to travel by road to 

Uluru (previously Ayers Rock). Nowa-

days you can fly there. Uluru is a 

massive sandstone monolith, taller 

than the Eiffel Tower and 6 miles in 

circumference. The temperature in 

the day was 26 Celsius….remember 

it is Winter!  This magnificent specta-

cle changes colour throughout the 

day and is a sacred site for the local 

Aboriginal people. No climbing is 

permitted now (since 2019). Prior to 

that, Uluru claimed 37 lives 

Jennifer and Graham’s wonderful jour-

ney also enabled them to meet many 

Aboriginals, often to buy artwork, and 

also as tourist guides. Our group were 

truly privileged and delighted to share 

their momentous journey with them…

thank you both 

Australia North to South….the Wonders of 

the Australian Outback 

The new history group met for the 
first time this week. 
We were delighted to see so 
many members present, some 
from the previous group, others 
new to this subject. 
 
Steve Wood presented the history 
of vaccination and Jed Stone dis-
cussed how easy it is to use local 
resources for research – Dronfield 
library has a good section on local 
history, if books are your thing. 
Members of the group gave us a 
good variety of suggestions for 
future programmes 
 
The next meeting is on Wednes-
day March 30th, in the Thomas 
Taylor room, the Peel Centre, at 
10 am, when a member will pre-
sent the history of advertising and 
we will continue to discuss the 
fascinating events of 1957. 
All are welcome, and for further 
information, please contact Steve 
Wood or Phine Wright 
oldsteveuk@gmail.com or jose-
phine.wright42@gmail.com  

History Group 

Opera Appreciation 

Jan Bradbury 

 

In previous articles we have 
looked at some famous baritones, 
Gobbi, Taddei, and Warren, but 
now here is my favourite baritone - 
Lawrence Tibbett. 

A bit of personal history: - I was 17 
years old when I went to live with 
my Mother and Father, in a slightly 
more salubrious part of Sheffield 
than where I was born. I was am-
bitious, worked all day, and went 
to night school four evenings a 
week, then homework, football on 
Saturdays, and no girls. 

Next door to my new home were 
two girls, with their friends to dis-
tract me, and one of the methods 
was to play records (78 rpm) in the 
yard, about five feet from our back 
door.  One day, I heard a superb 
voice singing the song, “My little 
white dove”, followed (on the other 
side of the record) by “The Road 
to Mandalay”.  I was staggered, 
and compelled to open a conver-
sation with the girls - I found that 
the singer was Lawrence Tibbett. 

His big break came one night 
when he was singing Ford, the 
second baritone role in Verdi’s 
last opera,  Falstaff, sung that 
night by a great baritone of an 
earlier era, Scotti.  After the 
scene where Falstaff and Ford 
sing a duet, the applause for 
the new-comer, Tibbett, out-
shone that for the unfortunate 
Scotti.   

Tibbett was born in California on 
the 16th November 1896, and died 
on the 15th July 1960. Most of his 
career was spent in America, 
singing at the N.Y. Metropolitan.  

Tibbett’s voice was out of Gobbi’s 
class, his range and timbre equal 
to that of Taddei, but less ‘thick’, 
and therefore it could more easily 
penetrate through heavy orches-
tral sound. The voice was more 
flexible than Warren’s and also 
Tibbett was more sensitive to 
words, in addition to this he was a 
tall, slim, good looking figure.  He 
was home and dry! 

Tibbett’s operatic career declined, 

due to arthritis, and to his heavy 

drinking.  Interestingly, when he 

was scheduled to sing Falstaff, to 

Warren’s Ford, he refused to have 

Warren sing the role, saying, “He’s 

not going to do to me what I did to 

Scotti.” 

Sam Copnell 

mailto:oldsteveuk@gmail.com
mailto:josephine.wright42@gmail.com
mailto:josephine.wright42@gmail.com
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1) Where did the Black Death start? 

a) The Black Death was the second bubonic plague pandemic to spread round the world. It originated sometime 
in 1332 in Asia and travelled along the trade route known as the Silk Road to the Crimea and Turkey. 

2) When did it arrive in England? 

a) It arrived in England in June 1348. It was brought from Gascony by a sailor who came ashore in Weymouth, 
Dorset.  

3) How long was The Black Death around? 

a) By the summer of 1349 the Black Death had enveloped the country. It had burned itself out by the turn of the 
year. Unfortunately, it then became endemic and kept reappearing for the next 400 years! 

(The third and final outbreak started in 1855 and was not declared over until 1960!) 

4) Why would a Bishop’s register indicate many deaths in Chesterfield 1348l9? 

a) There are no records made at the time to show the number of deaths that occurred in Chesterfield in that peri-
od. The bishop’s register does show an unusually high number of vacancies in the clergy list of the period. It was 
their duty to attend the sick and dying. A job which put in direct contact with the plague. 

5) Why could the famous Chesterfield spire be seen as a monument to the Black Death. 

a) Work on the Chesterfield tower and spire was halted with the arrival of the plague in 1340. It is thought very 
likely that the plague claimed most of the experienced craftsmen and labourers so when work resumed on the 
church inexperienced workers used unseasoned wood. As it dried it warped and the weight of the tiles twisted the 
spire, and it became a monument to the Black Death. 

History Quiz Answers 

Jed Stone 

Trips and Visits 

Glenys, Pam and Sue are organ-
ising two coach trips this sum-
mer. The details are as follows: 

Scarborough - Wednesday July 
20th  
Cost £13 
Places 46 
Bookings on May 11th at the 
monthly meeting 

We have made a few changes to 
the booking process to simplify the 
work behind the scenes and it 
should help to clarify the rules. 
Please look at them carefully be-
fore you decide to book a place. 

Places booked on a first come first 
served basis. 
Places must be booked and paid 
for in person on the given day, but 
a member may book/pay on behalf 
of another member. 
 
No refunds. 
No waiting lists. 
No online payment. 
 
Cheques (preferred method) paya-
ble to Dronfield and District U3A in 

an envelope with name/ member-
ship number written on the front. 
 
Cash, correct money only, in an 
envelope with name/membership 
number written on the front. 
 
A member may personally organ-
ise the exchange of their place 
with another DDU3A member if 
they inform the organisers at least 
24 hours before the date of travel. 
 

Moving forward we may plan fur-
ther visits, and it is our sincere 
hope and expectation that individ-
ual members / interest groups 
share ideas and information for 
group related visits which might 
be of interest to the general mem-
bership and could easily fill a 
coach.  
Our experience would be invalua-
ble to those potential organisers.  
 
We would be only too pleased to 
offer advice but firmly feel that we 
should not be expected to organ-
ise it.  
 
It is time to widen the participation 
and access in all areas of our U3A 
if it is to remain viable, interesting, 
accessible and inclusive. 

York -Thursday June 16th  
Cost £12 
Places 46 
Bookings on April 13th at the 
monthly meeting 

Travellers must update and pro-
vide Emergency Contact details 
and mobile phone number details 
for downloading and use on the 
day of travel. 

Glenys, Pam, Sue 


