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                                   Dear Members,      

It's that time of year again for me to beg/plead/cajole/ask members to stand for the committee with the 
AGM scheduled to be held in September.  An outline of the timetable is included later in the newsletter.  
I have to say that this is one task I find really difficult to do, so I thought it might be instructive for 
members to be reminded of who is presently on the committee and what the committee may look like if 
not enough people put themselves forward for election.  The names carried forward have indicated 
their willingness to stand or stand again for the committee. 

      2020-2021   2021-2022 

Chair –      Gay Enoch   Gay Enoch 

Vice chair -  

Treasurer –      Roger Smallwood  Paul Lynskey 

Business Secretary –     Janis Stark   Janis Stark 

Membership Secretary –    Steve Hawley 

Group Co-ordinator (existing groups) –  Sue Howarth   Sue Howarth 

Group Co-ordinator (new groups) –   Peter Bassano 

Speaker organiser –     Sue Cook   Sue Cook 

Beacon Administrator -    Les Hazlewood  Les Hazlewood 

Social Secretary - 

Minutes Secretary - 

Other committee members:   Wendy Hartwright  Wendy Hartwright 

 

 
July 2021 
  Issue 27 

 
A warm welcome to new members 

• Frances Hood 
• Veronica Dowding 
• Rosemary Hay 
• Liz Wilson 
• Maggie Pugh 
• Sandra Hawke 

There are also other new members but they 
prefer not to be listed in the newsletter. 
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Non Committee volunteers: 

Independent Examiner   Peter Leonard 

Website Administrators   Liz and Malcolm Ross  Liz and Malcolm Ross 

Newsletter Editor    Dot Colman   Dot Colman 

Group Leaders – too numerous to mention by name but doing a brilliant job 

Volunteers – Meeters and Greeters, New Member Mentors, Fire Marshals, Refreshment Volunteers 
and others 

As you can see, there are a number of gaps that ideally need to be filled in the coming year if we are to 
be able to support you as groups begin to meet again.  Not all posts need to be undertaken by 
committee members; tasks such as Social Secretary and Minutes Secretary could equally well be 
volunteers but it would be better to be elected if you would like to contribute to the meeting.  Ideally the 
committee should have twelve members which then allows for tasks to be shared out equally without 
anyone being overburdened. 

Steve Hawley, who is standing down, has provided a seamless service for membership renewal as well 
as for new members.  Without a member stepping forward to fill this post it will be very difficult to 
continue.  Similarly with Peter Bassano who has done excellent work both in getting some new groups 
started during the pandemic as well as investigating venues in and around Droitwich in preparation for 
restarting. 

Without a Social Secretary to organise social events through the year such as the Strawberry Tea, 
Christmas Lunch and the social aspect of Group Leader’s meetings it will be very difficult, if not 
impossible, to hold them.   

Peter Leonard has for a number of years been the Independent Examiner of our accounts.  We vote to 
elect someone to this position at each AGM so it is important that a member, preferably with experience 
in such matters, steps forward to replace him. 

Lastly, I would very much like a volunteer to stand for Vice Chair.  It would be great to share the burden 
knowing that our u3a will be in safe hands when I stand down.  Being Vice Chair does not commit the 
holder to becoming Chair but would allow an insight into what it involves.   

Anyone standing for the committee when elected automatically becomes a Trustee of the charity.  We, 
the Committee, are a welcoming, friendly and pro-active group, working in a collegiate way to make our 
u3a the very best it can be.  We meet ten times a year for an hour and a half on the third Monday 
morning of the month.  While individual committee members may take on particular responsibilities, 
they are not alone having the back-up of the whole committee, we are, after all, working towards the 
same thing – the smooth running of our u3a.  Without members coming forward it will become 
impossible to continue with any but the most basic of services next year.  This last year in some 
respects has been a godsend since the committee was short of the numbers required to operate all the 
services to which we have become accustomed without making any one task too onerous.  Nomination 
forms will be sent out later this month. 

I would like to offer my heartfelt thanks and appreciation for all that the continuing and retiring members 
of the committee have done to maintain THE SMOOTH RUNNING of our u3a during this last year.  My 
thanks also go to all members who volunteer in whatever capacity, you are the lifeblood of the u3a and 
without you there would be no u3a. 
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Our underlying ethos is ‘by the members for the members’ so each one of you is involved.  We are not 
a corporate organisation, in every u3a every individual is important and has something to contribute.  
Exciting, or at least different, times lie ahead and volunteers are needed so that we take full advantage 
of them.  So, if you would like to be part of the development of our u3a into the future please do stand 
for the committee.   

Once normal service resumes I hope to be able to continue visiting as many groups as possible in the 
next year.  It is so interesting to see what goes on and such a pleasure to meet as many of you as 
possible. 

Should you wish to contact me on any matter I am available through our website: 

https://u3asites.org.uk/droitwich/contact  

or by phone on 01905 778743 

Gay Enoch 

Chair 

 

 

 

19th July, 2.30: talk via Zoom by the Manchester Canal Group 

9th August @ 3pm: Strawberry Tea & quiz  

 

Timetable for 9th Annual General Meeting 2021 

Monday 26th July 2021 – Committee nomination forms to be emailed/posted to members 

Monday 16th August 2021 (35 days before the AGM)  - Committee Nominations should be 
returned to Janis Stark, Business Secretary 

 Monday 23rd August 2021 (28 days before the AGM) – Circulation of AGM papers 

Monday 20th September 2021 – AGM at The Norbury Theatre, 2.15pm 

 

 

Calendar da
tes
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Now to say a huge ‘Thank you’ to David Stewart who offered at the start 

of the first lockdown to lead a new Introduction to Chaucer Group on Zoom which has only now come 
to a temporary break and will merge with the Classical Literature and Poetry Group in September.  I 
had, of course, heard of Chaucer but being more attracted to the life scientific in my youth had never 
actually read any works.  David has done a splendid job of reading aloud not just the Prologue and 
stories from the Canterbury Tales but the whole of Troilus and Criseyde written in the English of the 
Middle Ages but read to us in a more acceptable, to modern ears, English from the 16th century.  Quite 
a feat and often it must have left him hoarse because not only was he reading for us but, he also runs 
another group ‘doing’ Chaucer in Cheshire every week.   

What is most striking apart from the beauty of the poetry and language is how little has changed in 
people’s behaviour.  The stereotypical descriptions as shorthand for the characters that Chaucer 
describes are as valid today although job descriptions may have changed, just a line or two of poetry 
and you have the measure of the man or woman. It has been fascinating seeing how little some words 
have changed over the centuries and yet others bear no relationship to the meanings they carry today.  
Certainly it becomes much easier to see the language from which words derived when seeing them 
written in the English of the Middle Ages.   

David, it has been a pleasure listening to you read and I cannot thank you enough for introducing me to 
Chaucer.  Members who didn’t take advantage of this offer surely missed a treat. 

Gay Enoch 

Going on an ‘Elephant Hunt’!   The Digital Photography Group is going to search for the 

elephants which will be dotted around Worcester City during July, August and into September. 

Two years ago, the theme was giraffes, and they were eventually sold to raise money for St Richard’s 
Hospice. The giraffes were painted by local artists and school children and it is to be hoped that the 
display of Elephants will help us all to emerge out of Covid to see more interesting designs. 

Below and on the next page are some of the Giraffe images I photographed at the time. 

                                                                                                                                                    Alan Meyrick 

 

 
 

 

Existing Groups’ Update 
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                                                                  And one that can be seen  

when travelling through Powick 

 

Local History Group:  This year the Group has mostly held its monthly meetings via Zoom and 

has enjoyed talks from some of our own members and from our friends in Worcester U3A.  However, 
for our final session of the season in June some members were able to meet together for our open air 
visit to St Mary’s Churchyard, Droitwich (controlled numbers and risk assessed, of course). 

St Mary’s Churchyard is situated behind The Castle public house on Worcester Road.  It was the site of 
the medieval church of St Mary de Witton which had disappeared by the 17th century.  The graveyard 
continued to be used and a mortuary chapel was built in 1867 which survived until 2012 when it was 
demolished. The outline of the Chapel has been preserved and the newest extension of the graveyard 
still receives burials. 

The visit was inspired by Paul Jones’ book on the churchyard but unfortunately he was unable to lead 
the outing, so his book was used as our guide. As we heard, it gives many fascinating details about the 
lives of some of the individuals and families buried there. Mostly these were notable inhabitants of the 
town, prominent shopkeepers (eg Harris the Chemist), business men (eg various Evertons) or public 
figures (eg Tombs family).  

There is a single Commonwealth War Graves Commission tombstone – that of Sapper Richard 
Langrick, a Yorkshireman.  He died in November 1914 at Highfield House which had been converted to 
a convalescent hospital by the Vernon family of Hanbury Hall. 

If you should wish to make a visit yourself access is via a driveway, off The Castle car park, to the left 
of the building between it and the Worcester Road, leading to a very small car park.  It is safer to keep 
to the pathways in the older section since the grassed area can conceal hidden dips and obstacles. 
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u3a Chess Network         CHESS CAN BE ENJOYABLE (& GOOD FOR YOU)  

After two successful u3a Zoom meetings support has been gathered from u3a members representing 
all parts of the UK for the start of the u3a CHESS NETWORK.  The Network aims to promote the study 
and playing of Chess in the u3a – both in local u3a`s and nationally on web-sites and Zoom, etc.  

Chess, unlike Bridge, has never flourished in u3a – probably because it has the reputation of being a 
difficult, aggressive, complex game, played in silence.  On the contrary; the rules are straightforward 
and easy to grasp and, after a short while, interesting thought-provoking games can be played.  Also, 
we have shown in the last few years that a Chess Club can be sociable, interactive and co-operative - 
where the intention is to explore the theory and play well but also to enjoy playing the game and 
meeting other people.  There is little doubt that playing a game like Chess improves concentration, 
memory, decision-making and spatial comprehension – so a real advantage for all of us in u3a!!  

In September we are starting a nation-wide u3a Chess League which will be available to all members 
of all abilities from learners to experts.  

The objectives of the new u3a Chess Network are:  

- to help and encourage new Chess Clubs;     (one of the most common questions we have 
received has been `how do I start a Chess Club ?`)  

- to collect, and make readily available, information relevant to u3a chess players and clubs.  
- to encourage Zoom or on-line u3a Chess groups or leagues;    (another typical complaint to the 

Subject Advisors is that there are no u3a chess groups in my area!).  

It is now possible to join the u3a CHESS NETWORK by going to: www.u3aChessNetWork.org.uk    - 
where it is also possible to register for the u3a Chess League starting in September.  

We need as much publicity and support as we can obtain to help give this initiative a strong start.  

David Castle   - Chess Subject Adviser   

        

Sponsored Bike Ride -   Apart from my involvement with u3a as Leader of the Digital Photography 
Group I have since my retirement volunteered to support Syrian refugees resettled under the 
Vulnerable Persons Resettlement Scheme (VPRS). This is a government funded scheme. 

I have worked with Refugee Action (RA), a national charity awarded the contract to assist the 
resettlement of refugees under the scheme in Worcestershire (and further afield) and local Welcome 
Refugee Welcome / Support Groups across the County. We are supporting a family here in Droitwich 
who have been with us for approximately 18 months, though it has not been easy during the pandemic. 
The father is anxious to learn to drive and we have been thinking of ways to help fund, at least initially, 
driving lessons for him. 

I have spent quite a lot of my time during the pandemic cycling the lanes and canal towpaths locally 
and I have decided to cycle, on the canal towpath the length of the Worcester to Birmingham canal: 
from Diglis, Worcester to the Gas Basin, Birmingham. 

Other news 
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The sign at Diglis, where the canal joins the River Severn, says the canal is 30 
miles with 58 locks. The Tardebigge Flight will be the most challenging of the latter. 
I am cycling the route and looking for sponsorship. Primarily for the 30 miles – It is 
slightly longer because of having to leave the towpath to climb up over the tunnels 
along the way but 30 is a nice round number. I have cycled the whole length but in 
stages: i.e., Droitwich to Birmingham and Worcester to Droitwich and vice versa 
and I have a waterways map. I will be joined by other cycling friends, but it is my 
challenge! 

The date penciled in the diary is Wednesday 28th July, hopefully when covid 
restrictions will have been lifted. If you would like to sponsor me, drop me an email  

at alanmeyrick@btinternet.com                                                                                 Alan Meyrick 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

And finally……..a little bit of humour!     

 from the editor: 

Hope you’ve enjoyed this edition of the newsletter; it’s really heartening to have some 
groups’ news (thank you Liz and Alan) and hopefully soon there’ll be even more to 
report! There is nothing further to report on the Proposed Groups since the last update in 
June; however Peter is continuing to persevere to move them forward where possible. 

The usual plea: PLEASE send in any updates or articles for the newsletter – it’s a good 
source of information for members and it makes me happy to have some news to 
report!  All eyes are on 19th and hopefully less meetings via dodgy Zoom connections 
and unusual haircuts!  Many thanks must go to Gay who has done an absolutely sterling 
job over the past year or so keeping the regular meetings and talks going – no mean 
feat! Also, I would like to thank Liz Howard who did a wonderful job of steering several of 
us from the Local History Group round St Mary’s graveyard. For me it was a first and very 
interesting visit. 

The next edition of the newsletter will be published in September (just before the AGM) 
so please send any articles to the editor via the website by Monday 6th. Thank you. 
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