learn,
Uo Qo
live

Driffield & Wolds

Registered Charity Number: 1183231

o

=
e
-

- l‘m'

2 -

Message From the Chairman

Hello and Welcome to the August newsletter, summer is clearly in full swing, unreliable weather being the main
feature.

The AGM was held after John Sharman’s fascinating talk on the realities of living in space. While Mary Wells retired
as Secretary and from the committee, we now have a new committee member, welcome Anne Firth, and Amanda
Evans has agreed to be our new Secretary. Thanks to Mary for her sterling work over the years, and to all Com-
mittee members for their continued commitment. There is still a chance to join the committee, we have one place
left. If you are interested in helping out please contact me or any committee member for a chat.

Maggie Bray
Your u3a Committee
CHAIRMAN / BEACON ADMINISTRATOR Maggie Bray 07753 224793
SECRETARY Amanda Evans 07932 759262
TREASURER Paul Davies haven4angels@hotmail.co.uk
VICE CHAIRMAN Chris Taylor 07484 160660
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY Carole Salmon 07905 682103
MEMBERSHIP TEAM Kay Maslen 07838 208025
ACCORD ADMINISTRATOR Denise Massey 01377 257063
SPEAKER FINDER Ann Wilkinson 07747 102635
HEALTH & SAFETY Dave Skinner 07761 160247
GROUPS LIAISON / NEWSLETTER EDITOR Teresa Hollins 07840 818983
COMMITTEE Anne Firth 07940 024009

Thank You Mary! Our New

Mary Wells has been our Secretary for five years Secreta ry!
and is now stepping down. She has given so much
of her time and energy to u3a for which we are
immensely thankful and, on behalf of all our
members, we wish her well. We are delighted to
say that Mary is continuing as Group Leader of
the Classical Music and Opera Group.

Big Thank You to
Amanda Evans
for taking over
the role of
Secretary

Your Photos of Driffield & The Wolds!!

Thanks to all those Members who have shared their
photos of Driffield and the Wolds
Please keep them coming!

Please also send photos and stories of your Group
meetings and activities—let us all know what
you get up to!!

“The Corniest Photo Ever” Taken by George Ansell on 16th
July from Spellowgate looking towards Scarborough Road




425 Milers Group

Meets each month throughout the year except December on the
2nd Tuesday at 10am and the 4th Thursday at 1pm in the Eastgate Car Park, Driffield.

Tuesday, 8th August— Beverley led by Steve Share.
Meet by 10 am in Eastgate car park. Contact: stevebluesman@yahoo.com or on 07766198912

Thursday, 24th August—Walkington led by Steve Share.
Meet by 1pm in Eastgate car park. Contact: stevebluesman@yahoo.com or on 07766198912

NEW GROUP LEADER FOUND!! Many thanks to Jim and Lynne Stockwell for
looking after the Group and to our new Group Leader
Paul Grinstead for taking over!

For more information about the Group
please contact Paul by email on
p.grinstead2 @btinternet.com
or call 07932 494357

Sociable Strollers Group National u3a
Meets on the first Friday of each month in the Eastgate Car Park, || Details of the National u3a Online Learning Events
Driffield—Leaving at 1pm unless informed of a different time. can b.e .
Walks are usually between 2-3 miles ending with found on their website

refreshments at a café. Strong footwear is advised for the walk

PROGRAMMIE FOR 2023

4th August Lund Gill Lamb—07880 830235

1st September Watton  Ruth Pearson—01377 253926
6th October Sledmere Norma Fassnidge—07484 212826
3rd November Driffield Margaret Briggs—01377 250183
1st December Beverley Busand Lunch!!

Online Learning Events

Members can enjoy a diverse range of
talks, workshops and courses on Zoom
at no extra cost. These events are a
great opportunity to try something
new, led by members with a passion or

Please could Strollers only contact
Sue if they are unable to take part

Sue Clarkson
01377 256857 / 07762 782082

. talent to share or specialist guest
clarksonsusan40@gmail.com

speakers.

Walking Group

Meets at 9.30am on the 1st Tuesday and the 3rd Thursday of each month at the Coach Parking area of the
Eastgate Car Park in Driffield. Walks are around 8 miles within a 30 mile radius of Driffield
Please bring a Picnic Lunch. Car sharing available if required.

Please let the Walk Leader know if you intend going straight to the walk location

Tuesday 1st August—MILLINGTON/NUNBURNHOLME
For details contact walk leader Peter at peterpmwrightson@btinternet.com or on 07799452236

Thursday 17th August—-BISHOP WILTON-MELTONBY-GIVENDALE
For details contact the walk leader Steve at sp.whitaker@yahoo.co.uk or on 07952981786

For more details please contact the Group Leader
Steve Whitaker—07952 981786 sp.whitaker@yahoo.co.uk
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Archaeology/History Group

Meets on the first and third Tuesday morning of
each month at the Driffield Community Centre
10am to 12 noon

Local History Group

Meetings are usually held on the 3rd Wednesday of the
month at 2pm in the Driffield Community Centre

ALL WELCOME!
This Group is taking a Summer break - back in September This Group is takmg.a Summer break and will be
back in September
For more information please contact r inf i | tact
Ross Weekes - 01377 253832 or more information, please contac
Susan Adamson - 01377 270429

Email: rossweekes@btinternet.com

Geology Group

Indoor Geology Group meetings will resume on Thursday 14th September
and will then be held on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of each month in the Driffield Town Cricket and
Recreation Club—10am-12noon until our last meeting of the year on Thursday 14th December

The Group Members have been out and about on Field Trips this summer.

Scalby

Thanks to Chris Renn for the Photos
For further details please contact the Group Leader Kathy Chilver— 01377 255052

. . L
- .l.;. Digital Photography Group
] We meet in the Community Centre on the third Monday of each month - 10am-12noon
Our next meeting will be on Monday, 21st August

All members are interested in progressing their knowledge and expertise, each contributing to our meetings.
We have a monthly theme, and one or two informative videos to expand our knowledge and experiment with
taking pictures out of our comfort zone!

In July we went on a field trip to the
Buddhist Centre to take photos and
we are planning a trip to Beverley
Beck in August.

If you are interested in joining our
Group please contact

Penelope Kinsley on 07837 604166

(find uson BElL.1.1.] '8




Quiz Night

Our Quiz Nights are held on the last Monday of the month starting
at 7.00pm in The Lounge Bar of The Bell Hotel in Driffield

4’

To avoid clashing with the Bank Holiday
£2.00 per person Our next Quiz Night will be held on Monday 21st August

ALL MONEY IS Paul Atkin
RETURNED AS PRIZES All u3a members are welcome to come along and join a team 01377 241678

Mah Jongg Group
Denise Massey - 01377 257063

Scrabble Group
Gerald Massey - 01377 257063

The Scrabble Group and the Mah Jongg Group meet on the
2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month in the Driffield Cricket and Recreation Club from 2pm to 4pm
If you’ve never played before, or are out of practice, we are happy to give a lesson, or lessons, before starting

Our next meetings will be on 8th and 22nd August

***% NEW MEMBERS INVITED! *** FIRST SESSION FREE! *** ALL WELCOME ***

Rummikub Group

H@d BEuy

* 5]s|sM4 Never heard of Rummikub? Now’s your chance to find out more and have a go!

We meet on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month in the Driffield Cricket & Recreation Club
from 2pm to 4pm sharing the venue with the Scrabble and Mah Jongg Groups.
Don’t worry if you’ve never played before as instruction can be given. Bring your own Rummikub or share ours.
Our next meetings will be on 8th and 22nd August
For more information please contact Carole Salmon—07905 682103 or Kay Maslen—07838 208025

Table Tennis Group Bridge

Meets 1st, 3rd and 4th Wednesday
of each month in the
Driffield Community Centre
7.15pm-9.15pm

We are having a Summer break
There will be no meetings in August
We will be back in September

For more details please call
Melanie Campbell—01377 250235

Reading Group

We meet on the last Thursday of the month in
Members’ homes.

The Group is taking a summer break.
We will be back in September.

For more details please contact our
Group Leader

Julia Spencer-Jones
Tel: 07726 264712
Email: charles.juliasj@gmail.com

For Beginners to the more Advanced

We meet on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of
each month at 2pm in The Committee Room
of the Community Centre

August 9th and 23rd
September 13th and 27th
October 11th and 25th
November 8th and 22nd
December 13th

For more information please
contact Group Leader
George Ansell - 07929 299362

French Conversation Group

Meets every other Wednesday morning
10am—12noon in Driffield

This is a small group so please contact
Group Leader Jenny Canning
regarding available places
Email—tinribs_fr@yahoo.co.uk
Mobile—07949799666
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Dogwood Productions
Another Winter’s Tale

Dogwood Productions is a Community Interest Com-
pany, so not for profit, which brings theatre shows
with music and puppetry to village halls. They will

be touring “Another Winter's Tale” in November and

are visiting Driffield on the 19th. Bar takings will be
going towards the Community Centre's funds so
please do come along and support them.

https://www.dogwoodproductions.co.uk/another-
winters-tale

August Birthstone—Peridot

One of the lesser-known gems, peridots come in shades from grass-green to a
more earthy olive hue. They're a unique gem and quite rare as they can only be
found from two very different sources — they can be formed deep in the earth and
expelled to the surface along with lava, and they can be found in meteorites! It is
claimed that peridots have healing powers and can protect the bearer from evil.




R Away Days

4
Ll Irm@nmﬁ
000ey ﬂ%im"“ Outings will take place approximately every six weeks starting in March through the
(L

| I summer months with a Christmas outing to include a Christmas market and a meal.
Coach departs from Driffield Rugby Club Car Park at 9.00am
and approximately 4pm from venue arriving back in Driffield at approximately 6pm
Food may be available at or near the Venue or you can take a picnic lunch with you
Please book early by emailing: maureenblackwellu3a@gmail.com or by phoning 01377 253183

The u3a Away Day this month found us in Halifax, first at Shib-
den Hall then the Piece Hall. If you want an adventure do
come and join the Away Days!!! We all arrived safely at the

, first venue and had a good look round. It’s a beautiful old

/A;\\ N o T N house with lots of 16thC/17thC wood paneling. On leaving our
5 \\ // ——— \ il B e coach broke down on the very busy main road going into Hali-
f\\ lml/A = e ' M| fax! A major problem which was solved by getting a local
E f‘!” LE ‘ ! ‘ coach company to come and rescue us. We arrived at Piece

: ]

o o B : Hall rather later than planned. It would be best out of season

as it was all set up for music festivals so views were blocked by
a large stage. We were however remarkably lucky with the
weather and, despite our misfortunes, the sun shone for us.
Another coach was sent to bring us home. Well done to all
with their patience, understanding and support of each other.

= Take a stroll in the Arboretum, enjoy the wonderful Bird of Prey displays,
& or hand feed the wallabies in the Mammal Centre. There is a lot on offer
including fun seasonal trails, 100 acres of beautiful Arboretum and wood-
land gardens with one of the finest collections of trees in the North of
England.

M Thorp Perrow is also a leading centre for raptor conservation.
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U3a Holidays—2024

Southern Ireland—8th September 2024

We now have the final details of this holiday and we are currently negotiating with the
coach company/hotel regarding the solo traveller supplements to try and get the cost
down. As soon as we have the final costings we will pass on this information. You will
be able to secure this holiday with £50 per person deposit. However, this holiday is
absolutely full/over subscribed and there are no places left. Everyone who expressed an
interest will be contacted as soon as possible. Thank you for your patience.

“ Scotland—6th January 2024—Duke of Gordon Hotel, Kingussie
s : We have now secured this holiday with Cairngorm Travel. The cost is £239
’ per person. Unfortunately there is a single supplement for our solo travel-

§ lers—the travel company will advise on booking—but | can promise you that
it is extremely reasonable after much negotiation!

We are booking direct through Cairngorm and they would like deposits of
== £50 per person before 30th August 2023.

E|v‘w¢ . g 7] email should be self explanatory but if you have any queries please get
TN ; back to us.

This holiday is not exclusive to u3a but our members do have first
choice. We book direct through the coach company and individuals
may take out their own travel insurance. if you have any family or
friends who wish to join us please let them know. We still have a few
places left but no single rooms as these are fully booked.

Thank You All for Your Support!
Ann, Sue and Liz g g
Your Driffield & Wolds U3A Holiday Team I\

b

For all enquiries please contact Ann Wilkinson—wilkynaff@yahoo.co.uk or phone 07747 102635

“Jurassic Smile” - taken by George Ansell from Independent Persons’ Group
the top of Spellowgate
_ i _ We meet on the second Friday of each month at the Cricket

and Recreation Club, Kings Mill, Driffield
10.30am—12pm

Our Next Meeting will be held on Friday 11th August
at a Member’s House
(Please phone Marian or Penelope for details)
to discuss suggestions from members for future
outings and activities

Our recent activities include a walk round Tophill Low
and a few members are arranging to go on a
picnic afternoon at Laurel Vineyard, a walk round Helmsley
and some may walk to Rievaulx.

For more information please contact
Marian Carter—01377 821374 or
Penelope Kinsley—07837 604166

Members not on email are always phoned and updated
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The Discussion Group
o < ‘ g The group meets every Friday at 9:30 am in the Driffield Community Centre

All u3a members are welcome to join us
M We used to be the Study and Discussion group. It sounds a bit “back to school”, doesn’t it?

Perhaps it is. | don’t think any of us are too old to learn something new. This group has been
part of the Driffield and Wolds u3a for about 20 years now and we still find interesting things to talk about. So what do we do?
We meet once a week in the spring, autumn and winter with a break for the summer, and we talk about things. What kind of
things? Over the 5 years that | have been a member we have discussed history, art, science, medicine, books, poetry, mathe-
matics, politics, our heroes...and pretty well anything we can think of.

As the Study and Discussion Group we often started our meetings by having someone talk about something for half an hour or
so. Then we’d discuss it. What we have found is that we tend to enjoy the discussion a lot more than the “lecture” so now we
just go straight to the discussion. From now on we are the Discussion Group.

We no longer have a set format for our meetings. If we’ve chosen a topic where one of us thinks he or she is an expert, then
they might talk about it for 5 or 10 minutes before we discuss it but usually we’ll just launch into a discussion. One thing is al-
most guaranteed: the discussion will range far beyond what we originally intended. I’'ve certainly learnt things. | would say |
learn something new every week, even if it’s that everybody is wrong except me!

Have a look at our programme for the coming weeks and see if there’s anything that grabs your interest. | should say though,
that we nearly always end up discussing a much wider range of stuff than the topic implies.

Do you fancy joining in? If you do you’ll be most welcome. You shouldn’t feel daunted. We don’t all feel we have to contribute
every week. Indeed, sometimes | just sit and listen for the entire meeting. And we’re not a bunch of intellectuals. Well, | think
I’'m an intellectual but somebody usually puts me right. Chris Taylor—Group Leader

The Group is enjoying a Summer Holiday and will be back in action in September!

15 September: Happiness—What makes us happy? Friends? Family? Security? Wealth? Achievements? Academic
studies often find that people think they are less happy than they used to be. Is this true? Is the pursuit of happi-
ness futile?

22 September: Power hungry—There are proposals to ban petrol powered cars and rely on electric ones. Similarly
there are plans to replace gas boilers with heat pumps for domestic heating. Can our electricity supply system
cope? What are the consequences if it can’t?

29 September: The NHS—This year is the 75th anniversary of the foundation of the NHS. Is it still doing a good job?
Was it ever? If it isn’t, what’s the reason? What are the implications for people who need long term care?

6 October: In our Time—The BBC has hundreds of episodes of its radio 4 programme “In our time” available on
BBC Sounds (used to be iPlayer). It’s a discussion programme chaired by Melvyn Bragg and it covers a wide range of
topics: art, sciences, religion, history etc. A bit like our discussion group, but perhaps not so learned. A group
member will suggest an episode for the rest of us to talk about. We can even listen to it beforehand if we want.

13 October: What have the Romans done for us? - They’ve influenced our language, our laws and our transport
systems. Or have they? Would we have developed much the same society without their influence?

20 October: What did the Normans do for us? - ...apart from invading and taking over. Arguably their influence is
more recent than the Romans’ and maybe it’s therefore more important. I’'m sure one of us will know and the rest
will argue with them.

27 October: Big numbers—We're all bamboozled by big numbers. Anything more than a thousand and our brains
struggle to cope with appreciating the size of it. How do we express numbers once we get past a trillion? How
many grains of sand are there on a beach? Can you think of a number that no one else ever has? (Yes. It’s easy)

3 November: Member’s choice—A group member will suggest a topic for us to discuss. No prior warning given. A
bit like in our time but you don’t have to listen to a radio programme.

10 November: Unintended consequences—Decisions have consequences. Sometimes they are what we expect,
but sometimes you get something entirely different. If governments do this the outcome can be serious. We'll
discuss a few examples, and I’'m sure members will bring their own examples.

17 November: Forgiveness—People do bad things and are punished. Sometimes it doesn’t end there. The person
might lose their job, their family and friends, and their reputation. As a society should we be more forgiving? Or do
wrongdoers get what they deserve?

24 November: Prison and punishment—Imprisonment has been used as a punishment for hundreds, if not thou-
sands of years. Is there a better way of dealing with those who offend?

1 December: Sainthood—If you had the power, is there anybody you would nominate for Sainthood? What do you
think it means for somebody to be a saint?

For more details please contact Chris Taylor— 07484 160660




Monthly Meetings

Driffield Community Centre - Second Thursday of each month—2pm-4pm
All Members Welcome * £1.50 admission * Free Refreshments * RAFFLE

*** FREE BOOK SWAP ***
More books always needed—bring along your old books and help yourself to new ones!

10th August—Eddie Lawler—Entertaining account of the Bronte family

A migrant from West Yorkshire to Scarborough, Eddie writes songs, plays and poetry.
| He wrote a musical — performed in two West Yorkshire towns - about the Bronté
| family for young people entitled “Bells”. This talk uses some of the songs from that
| musical in combination with the railway journeys undertaken by the Bronte siblings,

14th September—Open Day

12th October—Stuart Bradshaw—History of Bradshaws and Bell Mills
9th November—Dr John Ridley—Teaching in a Rural Primary School

14th December—Christmas Party

supported by slide-projections.

If any of our members have a suggestion or a
request for a particular or favourite speaker for
a Monthly Meeting could they please contact
Ann Wilkinson our Speaker Finder—
wilkynaff@yahoo.co.uk—07747 102635

August Birth Flowers—Gladioli and Poppies

[ The gladiolus flower is the traditional flower of a 40th wedding anni-
[\, versary, symbolising faithfulness and infatuation. They are also said to

As well as being traditional symbols of remembrance, poppy flowers are
also said to represent imagination, dreams, regeneration and luxury.

The yellow poppy symbolises success

The orange poppy represents health and wellbeing
The pink poppy expresses non-romantic love

The white poppy conveys sympathy

[ represent integrity and strength of character. They can also symbolise
y different things, depending on their colour.

A white gladiolus symbolises purity.

Yellow gladioli convey happiness and friendship.

A pink gladiolus symbolises non-romantic love.

A red gladiolus symbolises deep love

This Month in History

1st August 1740—Rule Britannia was sung in public
for the first time in Thomas Arne's 'Masque Alfred'

3rd August 1926—Britain’s first set of electric
traffic lights appear on the streets of London

8th August 1963 —Britain’s Great Train Robbery —
£2.6 M stolen from Royal Mail

25th August 1919—World’s first international daily
air service begins between London and Paris

30th August 1860—Britain's first tramway opens in
Birkenhead, near Liverpool

31st August 1900—Coca Cola is sold for the first
time in Britain

National u3a
Photos —”Found in Nature”

<\<\) The National u3a are asking members to share
any photos which are 'wild and interesting' -
photos of elements of nature or wildlife that are out of the
ordinary. Anything that has challenged your perception of
nature and the world around you.

Photos need to be uploaded on the online form available on
their website—https://www.u3a.org.uk/learning/national-
programmes/found-in-nature

Do have a look at the amazing collection of photos sub-
mitted throughout the months of May and June this year
including “Tawny Owl” by our very own Paul Davies which
was featured in our July Newsletter.
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https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryMagazine/DestinationsUK/HistoricSitesinLondon/

Card Making and Craft Group

Meetings are held in the Community Centre on the last
Friday of the month from 10.30 - 12.30
£3 per person to cover refreshments, rent and materials

The next meeting
will be held on Friday 25th August
If you are interested in finding out more please contact
Maureen Blackwell—01377 253183 —maureenblackwellu3a@gmail.com
Adrienne Bailey—07530 714186—Adrienne.bailey@outlook.com
or Debbie Ireland-O’Neill—07917 447974—D.lIreland-ONeill@hotmail.com

Yorkhie & e Humber Reion

YORKSHIRE AND HUMBER REGION U3A

Details of regional activities for u3as in the
Yorkshire and Humber Region %
can be found on their

website
https://yahru3a.uk “Highland Cow” - taken on 22nd July by

Paul Davies from his back garden

Classical Music & Opera Group

Classical Music and Opera Appreciation has become a very popular interest Group and meets on the 2nd Monday
of every month at 2pm in the Committee Room at the Community Centre

\ There will be no meeting in August as we are taking a Summer Break

Monday 11th September
' DEAD BEFORE THEY WERE FORTY!
A tribute to the great classical composers who all died in their thirties.
The music of Mozart, Butterworth, Mendelssohn, Schubert and more

} If you have never been to any of our classical music programmes,
q 'C(q please come and join us—you will be made very welcome

Further information is available from Mary Wells
Tel: 07521 795688—Email: cs896@btinternet.com
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Groups and Group Leaders

Polite Reminder to
Group Leaders!

425 Milers Paul Grinstead 07932 494357
Archaeology/History Susan Adamson 01377 270429 If you hire a venue to hold
Away Days Maureen Blackwell 01377 253183 your meetings and need to
Bridge George Ansell 07929 299362 cancel for whatever reason
Card Making and Crafts Maureen Blackwell 01377 253198 please ensure that you inform
Debbie Ireland-O’Neill 07917 447974 || them—otherwise you may
Adrienne Bailey 07530714186 still be charged!
Classical Music and Opera Mary Wells 01377 259166 Thank You!
Digital Photography Penelope Kinsley 07837 604166
French Conversation Jenny Canning 07949 799666
Geology Kathy Chilver 01377 255052 Our Bank Account
Independent Persons Marian Carter 01377 821374
Penelope Kinsley 07837 604166 Lloyds Bank
Local History Ross Weekes 01377 253832 Sort Code: 30-99-50
Mah Jongg Denise Massey 01377 257063 Account No: 22339168
Quiz Night Paul Atkins 01377 241678
Reading Group Julia Spencer-Jones 07726 264712
Rummikub Carole Salmon 07905 682103
Kay Maslen 07838 208025 Fmd S On
Scrabble Group Gerald Massey 01377 257063
Sociable Strollers Sue Clarkson 01377 256857
Discussion Group Chris Taylor 07484 160660 Face 00
Table Tennis Melanie Campbell 01377 250235

Walking Group Steve Whitaker 01377 271447

Articles for the Newsletter
If you have any articles or photos for inclusion in the
next Newsletter please email them to
teresahollins17@gmail.com

What? When? Where?

Details of all our events can be found in this Newsletter, on
our Website, in Chris’s weekly email and in the
Driffield & Wolds Weekly

Gift Aid
Donating through Gift Aid means The Driffield & Wolds u3a can
claim an extra 25p for every £1 you give.
It is completely free and the form is available on our website or
at our monthly meetings
www.u3asites.org.uk/driffieldwolds

Our Website

Our u3a website contains information

about the Driffield & Wolds u3a and full details of all
our events. You can find it at

www.u3asites.org.uk/driffieldwolds

¢

Important Information
About Your
Membership

The membership year has changed
and will now run from 1° April to
31° March and, therefore, this
year’s membership will extend to
31° March 2024. This means that
if your current membership runs
to 30™ September you will get
six months free.

If you have any queries please
contact Carole Salmon on
07905 682103




