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Although this article shares news about an event which happened on Thursday, 4 May, 2023, it is important to recognise all the events which the u3a 
members organise, always promoting its philosophy of “Learn, Laugh, Live”. 
 

The u3a committee agreed to the event taking place and Wendy kindly volunteered to organise the Party in the Park event as she had done so very 
successfully in 2022 for the Queen’s Jubilee. As you can imagine, there was lots of organisation behind the scenes and on the day itself. Wendy 
liaised with Doncaster Metropolitan Borough Council to provide an area close to the town centre where the party could be held. Elmfield Park was 
agreed, a beautiful green space was allocated that was suitable for a large gathering of people. Invites were issued by Wendy to all u3a members in 
April; many volunteers (you know who you are) planned the event from food and drink to sporting activities, all resulting in a memorable social 
occasion. 
 



Wendy commented, “It was lovely to see members enjoying the food, the wine and the company as we celebrated not only the Coronation but also 
the companionship u3a offers to older Doncaster people.” 
 

Upon arrival at the park, it was clear to me, just how much organisation had been undertaken. The bowling club had kindly allowed the party to be 
held in its grounds and also the use of its facilities. The clubhouse made for a great windbreaker on a blustery afternoon.  
 

The scene was of a happy place. Trestle tables were adorned with picnic food, homemade cakes and drinks. Bunting a plenty wafting in the wind, 
people sat waving union jack flags, and laughter could be heard from the car park beyond. The ‘bring a bottle’ table was fully laden, members were 
so generous with their food and drink contributions and raffle tickets were sold.  Prosecco and soft drinks were served and the air was filled with 
conversation and laughter. 
 

Simon, our Chair thanked everyone for coming and invited us all to raise a glass to King Charles III. He thanked David and Andrea from the Council 
for their attendance and interest in the event, and Wendy and her volunteers for all their efforts in planning the day and bringing members together 
for the social event. 
 

 
 

Betty commented, “It was welcome news to be told that our hard working committee had organised a Party in the Park to celebrate the Coronation of 
King Charles the Third.  Elmfield Park was the venue and there was to be food to be enjoyed, company to laugh with, and games for all to enjoy. Two 
welcome guests at the Party in the Park were Councillor Andrea Robinson, and Councillor David Nevett. This gave the treasurer, Peter Hermes, the 
opportunity to thank Councillor Andrea Robinson for her recent assistance in claiming a grant that had been awarded to Doncaster u3a. Here’s to our 
next celebration.” 
 



This was a party that allowed members to relax, meet friends and make new acquaintances.   The grounds were set out for those sportier who wanted 
to learn new skills. On behalf of members, Richard and volunteers are also thanked for providing an array of games. 
 

 
 

Richard commented, “Thanks to the very kind assistance of the crown green bowling club we were able to set up our stall. Ken, Peter, Shaun and 
Graham are to be thanked. The clubhouse was made available to members with its toilets and tea and coffee facilities. On this blustery day we were 
in the partial lee of the wind which prevented the excellent food contributions from blowing around. After toasting their Royal Highnesses and a 
successful tombola, we enjoyed the croquet, boules, hoopla, kick-mini-golf and the helpful coaching of ‘bowling on the green’. In short, the attending 
u3a members turned up trumps through their contributions and a fine day was had by all.” 
 

This was an informal atmosphere of friendship, kindness and celebration. Most people had a go at all of the games.  
 

John and Madeleine commented, “We would just like to say how much we enjoyed ourselves at this event. We played most of the games, and the 
company were all good fun too!” 
 

Corinne and Celia commented, “I believe everyone has had a lovely time at the party. It was especially nice to catch up with old and new friends. It 
has been a very enjoyable afternoon for us.” 
 



As the afternoon marched on, the weather becomes drier and warmer which lifted spirits after a damp start to the day. Although we needed to keep 
wrapped up, it did not take away the opportunity of meeting others, talking to friends, enjoying food and drink and meeting new people.  The afternoon 
was filled with lots of fun and laughter.  
 

 
 
Geoff said, “I really enjoyed the occasion, quite a spread of food and drinks, lots to do – and plenty of laughter! A reminder that only nice people join 
u3a! And thank you to the hard-working volunteers who organised it.” 
 

For me and my husband Peter and all who attended the event, I believe the day achieved the u3a philosophy of ‘Learn, Laugh, Live’. 
 

It was an enjoyable event and may we see more Party in the Park social gatherings in our u3a annual calendar.  
 

To all members who attended, you are to be thanked for making the day a success! 
 

Anona Hermes 
 



 
1st June 2022 

Party in the Park 
 

June 1st 10:30 a.m. saw an enthusiastic bunch of organizing volunteers fetching and carrying pop-up tents, tables, games equipment and food to our 
lovely base in Elmfield Park by a stand of trees and overlooking the beautiful, freshly painted Elmfield House. At high noon the punters arrived together 
with chairs, bottles of wine for the excellent tombola and, of course, their own contribution to the celebratory picnic. At 12:30 p.m. Simon Hughes gave 
a popular toast to Her Majesty on her 70th Jubilee and to the 40th year of u3a in Doncaster city quaffing prosecco provided by Wendy.  
 

         
 



At 1:00 p.m. the games to aid digestion began with at least 9 options to tempt our members and were warmly received, with skill levels rising as the 
afternoon progressed. Shortly after 2:00 p.m. the skies darkened a little and a few spots of rain brought our very successful party to a close - we were 
very fortunate to enjoy fine, sunny weather hitherto.  
 

Many thanks to DMBC for allowing us to use the Park, to the Captain of Crown Green Bowling who came in early to let us use the toilets and to all 
the organizers and members of u3a who contributed by their endeavours and their presence to a very memorable experience.  
 

Two suggestions  for the future by members were made, namely the setting up of a Boules court in the Park to reflect the growing popularity of this 
game and a repeat next year of this Party at Elmfield. 
 

Richard Gibbs 
 

                  
 


