
 1 

 

The Deepings Third Age Group 
  Reg. Charity No: 1166782 

 

NEWSLETTER 
 

Visit our U3A 
Deepings Web site 

Deeping St. James 

Issue No. 194 

       
SOMEWHERE OVER THE RAINBOW ……... 

This unusual photograph was taken by our Treasurer, Anne Burton, in 
Glinton last week.  As far as I know, neither Anne nor her husband 
John, found the ‘pot of gold’ at the end but then you never can tell! 
      
 
 
       Committee Members 2019/2020 

 
Garth Perry     .    Chairman 
Ann Parkes        Secretary 
Anne Burton       Treasurer 
Liz Noble       Membership Secretary 
Susanne Hoadley      Groups Coordinator 
Phil Jones              Deputy Groups Co-ordinator 
Kath Allen       Vote of Thanks Organiser 
Lyall Seale                Speaker Finder (Co-opted) 
David Blessett        
Ann Holmes             Newsletter Editor (Co-opted) 
David Scott              Newsletter Distribution/     
                  Webmaster 

 
Programme of Speaker 

 
8 November GRAHAM SHORT—THE HANDS OF GENIUS.  The hands    
        are Graham’s—he tells us about how, having failed at school, he    
        became a world class engraver, about his work for prestigious   
        clients and projects including engraving “the Lord’s Prayer” on a    
        pinhead and “Nothing is Impossible” on the sharp edge of a   
        Wilkinson Sword. 
 
16 December CHRISTMAS MEETING—Seasonal Talk by Jill Collinge 
         followed as usual by a mince pie and glass of wine before 
                      closing the meeting with a few Carols.  This meeting will be held 
         at the Coronation Hall, Halfleet, Market Deeping, and entry is by 
         ticket only.  See more details on page 2. 
2020  
20 January     THE HISTORY OF THE DEEPINGS LIBRARY by our own    
          member LIZ WATERLAND.         .. 
 

Unless otherwise stated all monthly meetings are at THE METHODIST 
CHURCH, Deeping St. J ames.  Doors open at 9.30 am.  To enable 
us to set out chairs, etc., please do not arrive before this time.  Coffee is 
served until 10.20 and meetings begin at 10.30 am. 
 
 
U3A SUNDAY LUNCH GROUP 
 
The venue this month will once again be the 
Wagon and Horses at Langtoft, on Sunday, 24 
November, 12.30 for 1.00 pm.  Please notify 
Tony Semple or Michael Griffiths - or add 
your name to the list a Monday’s meeting if you wish to attend. 
 

NOVEMBER 2019 

Chairman’s Reflections  
 
I don’t know about you, but I am finding 
life very frustrating at the moment.  It’s not 
just the effect of putting the clocks back, 
with the accompanying shorter, gloomier 
days – incidentally, have you noticed that 
as soon as you have found and reset the 
host of devices that, these days, have timers 
built into them, there is a short power cut, 
requiring you to go around the whole lot again!  This year, in 
addition to ducking and weaving to politely avoid all the well 
meant invitations to join in some festive activity, (Baah Humbug!), 
we now have to avoid all the fallout from the election 
campaigning. I intend not buying newspapers until the NewYear, 
to avoid endless biased coverage of politics and politicians. 

The attempts to prepare the garden for winter still go on, but are 
still being hampered by the weather, and the stubborn resistance of 
some plants to dormancy.  I feel very guilty cutting back plants that 
are still growing and flowering. I also felt very embarrassed this 
week, when a neighbour popped his head over the fence, and 
caught me clearing leaves off my synthetic lawn.  Nothing wrong 

with that you say, but it was the implement that 
I was using that caused him great amusement. In 
line with my generation, I have in my shed, 
three leftovers from my Granddaughter’s 
childhood, which I had kept, because I was sure 
that they would come in useful some time, and 
they have!  The one that I was using was a 
plastic lawn rake, 7 inches wide, on a 15 inch 
handle, which is ideal for the job, and much 
better that the real metal one that I have, which 
catches in the “grass” and tries to lift it. My 
other secret weapons are a 4 inch wide plastic 
rake, which is ideal for cleaning up leaves and 
rubbish between the plants, and a small seaside 
plastic spade, which enables me to get compost 

or manure out of plastic bags, without piercing the bag and spilling 
the contents on the path.  After our conversation, my neighbour 
was considering going to the toy shop, to get some of these useful 
tools! I shall now get some ribbing from Dave Scott, whose leg I 
am always pulling, about his garage full of “useful” things! 

Garden birds continue to annoy me with their ungrateful 
behaviour.  I fill up their feeders, and they seem intent on throwing 
all the fresh seed out of the feeders, on to the floor, and 
particularly, on a wet day, into the puddle that forms on the 
adjacent path, and then seem reluctant to eat the contaminated 
seed.  If I decide not to give them any more seed, until they have 
cleared up the floor, they retaliate by throwing lots of soil out of 
the beds on to the paths. I haven’t yet found a child’s plastic 
gardening tool that successfully clears soil out of the stone 
chippings on the path. Anything suitable in your garage Dave? 

It looks as if winter is closing in – I hope that you can keep 
yourselves safe and warm if the snow reaches us.  We can always 
get some warmth by burning all the election propaganda! 

Best wishes 

GARTH 
Chairman  
 
WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS  

Chris Payne, Frognall, Molly Wright,  
and Pam Rusted, Deeping St. James, 
and Judy Staines, Glinton.   

Toys—Phone for address 

http://u3asites.org.uk/code/u3asite.php?site=282&page=0
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U3A CYCLING GROUP 

October’s ride started as usual from the bridge in Market Deeping 
with five regular member and one new member (welcome Brad 
Adolphson) taking part. It was a total of 17.5 miles with a stop at 
the 15 mile point for lunch. 

We set off from the bridge via Church St and the Grove to 
Towngate East through to Hop Pole. Near Deeping St Nicholas 
School we turned left through the “Sly Bros Potatoes” farmyard and 
cycled for three miles over a farm track taking us to North Drove. 
Wildlife in the form of Swans, Hares, Pheasants and numerous birds 
were seen as we crossed the open farmland. This is where the “fun” 
started as we then encountered a strong headwind as we followed 
another farm track to Counter Drain Drove and via Black Drove 
onto Baston Outgang Road. 

After turning into Cross Road, we stopped here to take the 
obligatory photos (really we needed a rest to recover from the 
headwind which had required a bit of extra pedalling effort) and 
after a few abortive attempts managed to get the photographs. From 
here it was a two mile ride in relatively wind sheltered conditions to 
the Waggon and Horses in Langtoft for much needed lunch. 

After lunch we just caught a slight rain shower on our way back into 
Deeping but overall, the ride was enjoyed by all and hopefully 
hasn’t put our new member Brad off from joining us again. We 
would also like to thank Charles Sly (Sly Bros Potatoes) for 
allowing us to cross his land and look forward to next month’s ride 
which is being created by Kevin. 

JIM TORRANCE  
Group Leader  
 
U3A JAZZ, SWING AND BIG BAND GROUP 

This month Anne Jones hosted and presented our 
meeting. As usual the music played, followed a 
theme. On this occasion Anne's old favourites was 
the order of the day, refined a little to include a 
piano emphasis. The programme consisted of 21 
tracks of music, with a play time of around 72 minutes. 

The Australian jazz quartet prompted some intrigue as to the 
formation of the band and the apparent number of players, when 
they played Autumn leaves. It would seem that this quartet is 
frequently a quintet, consisting of bassoon, flute and vibraphone as 
well as the more conventional instruments such as piano, 
saxophone, drums and bass. This is certainly unusual and indeed 
may be unique. 

Dinah Washington singing September in the rain, wowed most us 
with her deep brown slightly nasal voice. 

Andre (preview) Previn played,  Quiet nights of quiet stars, 
demonstrating his prowess at the “jazz piano", Previn always 
described himself as a musician that plays jazz not a jazz 
musician.  Never the less a lovely piece of music beautifully 
executed. The ultimate jazz pianist (arguably) Oscar Peterson, 
played; Night train. Anne certainly knew what she was doing 
selecting this rendition, personally the very best of the best. 

At the risk of filling the whole newsletter a quick summary; A great 
morning of some great jazz music, with twenty different musicians 
and bands, and lastly a big thank you to Anne for her excellent 
hospitality and presentation.                         Report:  PETER GREY 

Group Leaders PETER BAYLIS / ANNE JONES 
                               

DECEMBER MEETING TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW 

We will be at the Coronation Hall, Market Deeping 
again this year for our December meeting and we 
are looking forward to welcoming Jill Collinge 
back to give us a seasonal talk.  After the usual 
wine and mince pies we will finish with our regular 
burst of a few carols.  

Please do join us – tickets are £2 each and will be available at the 
November meeting or from Membership Secretary, Liz Noble up to 
WEDNESDAY 11TH DECEMBER.   Entry is by ticket only for 
catering purposes and because of the restricted room. 

GROUP NEWS 

Calling all crafters, we hope to start a new craft 
group. Please look out for the sign up sheet at the 
meeting. A new group for Theatre trips has been 
suggested, sign up if this interests you. If you can’t 
attend the meeting please contact me by phone or 
email. 

SUSANNE HOADLEY 
Groups Co-ordinator  
 
U3A ART APPRECIATION GROUP 

‘Dreams and 

Hammers’ - Early Art 

Today we watched a 
DVD about forms of 
early art, relating 
mainly to English and 
Welsh churches. It was 
presented by Andrew 
Graham Dixon and was 
the first of three DVDs 
taken from a BBC television series. 

It looked at the treasures that survived the Reformation in our 
churches and cathedrals. Sculptures were shown that had been hidden 
from view for centuries. They were superbly crafted.  

The Reformation contributed to the loss of many of the colourful 
paintings on church walls. The faces of some of many sculptures 
were vandalised or removed and smashed.  Iconoclasm was at the 
heart of this destructive behaviour.  

It was an interesting DVD and part 2 which is entitled North and 
South will be shown next year. 

In November we will be having a speaker who is going to talk about 
his travels through his photography.  New members are always 
welcome.                                                   Report: SANDRA JONES  

Group Leaders: SANDRA JONES / YVONNE  McCULLOCH 
                                 
U3A CRAFT GROUP 2          

Thanks to Kath Allen for preparing and showing us 
how to make an excellent and original tea cup card 
for Christmas. It produced many varieties and 
potential uses with gifts at Christmas time.      

This month we hope to produce some more 
Christmas cards and look forward to seeing you all on Monday 18th 
November.  LIZ NOBLE 

Group Leader   
 
U3A CRAFT GROUP 3 
 
Once again we tried 
some Origami, this time 
successfully, making 
Christmas Tree 
decorations displayed in 
picture in front of lilac 
decorated weaved 
baskets which were 
started last month. 
 
ANITA SETCHFIELD 
Group Leader  
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U3A ANTIQUES AND COLLECTABLES GROUP 

Our October meeting took place at the 'Brackley 
Antiques Cellar' near Northampton. Sixteen 
members of the group joined the minibus at the 
Community Centre on Monday October 28th.  

We arrived at Brackley at about 10.30 am and 
after coffee etc; started our look around the 
30,000 sqft. of Antiques and Collectables.  
According to my book they have over 160,000 visitors every year. 

There was certainly plenty to see, and several members made 
purchases. There was a very nice cafe serving light refreshments, 
and we arrived back in 'The Deeping' about 5pm, a bit foot sore, but 
I'm sure we all enjoyed the day. Thanks to Pam for making the 
arrangements.  

Our next meeting is a DVD on Monday, 25 November.  Will those 
members who are going to the Christmas meal at the 'Red Lion' 
please come or ring me as I have the Menu, and must let them know 
all requirements as soon as possible together with a £5 a head 
deposit.                                                       Report: IRENE BEEKEN 

Group Leaders:  IRENE BEEKEN / PAM PENDRY  
                                 
 
U3A GOOD FOOD GROUP 
 
The theme for the meeting on 4th 
November was 'Italian recipes' . This is a 
theme which has come up many times 
over the 15 year life of the Group (so far). 
 
This time there were seven of us and we sampled a salad of roasted 
red peppers, anchovies and capers with some excellent Focaccia 
bread, followed by a Risotto with ham and peas, some pumpkin 
Pasta, and a bean, rocket and walnut salad.   For Dessert we had a 
lovely Sicilian lemon tart, and a nectarine tart. 
 
Our pre Christmas December meeting is to be a buffet, co-ordinated 
by the host, and partners will be welcome.   People interested in 
joining the Group, or wishing to attend on a trial basis are welcome 
to contact the Group Leader. 
 
KATHLEEN TANNER 
Group Leader  
 
U3A NATURAL HISTORY GROUP 
 
For our October meeting, a group 
of us went to Bourne Woods for our 
annual Fungus Foray.  Fortunately 
the weather was good and we 
followed several trails looking for 
fungi and especially for dead wood 
where the more unusual fungi 
brackets would be.  There were lots 
of different ones to see, often in 
‘fairy’ circles and one of our group 
explained the biology of how the 
fungi grew - absolutely 
fascinating.  Some of us had 
reference books so we were able to 
identify a number, rejoicing in such 
wonderful names as Shaggy Inkcap, 
Chicken of the Woods and Sulphur 
Tuft.    

Our next meeting will be to Welney 
Wetland Centre (between March 
and Downham Market) on 
November 28th to see the winter 
wild swan feeds.  Please contact Jo 
or Margaret for more information if 
you would like to join us for this 
visit. 

Report: JO ASTLE 
 
Group Leaders: JO ASTLE / MARGARET BEARDSHAW 
                      

U3A “BOOKWORMS” READING GROUP 

‘A Delicate Truth’ by John le Carre 

Dealer on the Rock of Gibraltar scares the British Foreign 
Office into sending a very secret mission codenamed 
“Wildfire” to deal with it.  The team includes a high 
profile diplomat and a group of specialist soldiers. So 
secret is the operation that even the Minister’s secretary, Toby Bell, is 
not informed of it but is sent on various postings abroad. 

“Wildfire” is a bungled failure with sad consequences.  When Toby 
returns after three years he discovered what happened on Gibraltar and 
begins an investigation which uncovers a trail of lies, deceit, threats 
and greed, beatings and a murder but thankfully also a glimmer of 
hope in a budding romance. 

Convincing, threatening and scary but beautifully and elegantly written 
by a master storyteller.  Highly recommended.  Next meeting at Ray’s                        
home, on November 25th at 2 pm. 

Report: NANCY TITMAN 
Group Leader ANN THORNTHWAITE  
 
U3A “WANDERERS” WALKING GROUP  
 
Sixteen 
members 
and two 
well 
behaved 
dogs set off 
at 10.15 am 
from ‘The 
Golden 
Pheasant’ at 
Etton for 
our October 
walk. 
 
We walked 
through the village and picked up the north bank of the Maxey Cut.  
The cut had plenty of water in it and a swift current.  We walked 
around one of the lakes and then climbed back onto the small bank and 
followed it to Lolham.  We crossed over the bridge and took the 
opposite bank back to Etton. 
 
The bank afforded us good views over the lakes on both sides.  We 
saw swans and a couple of herons but generally there was not a lot of 
wildlike about.  To make up for this we saw two beautiful brown goats 
who were accompanied by a pair of black turkeys.  No one mentioned 
Christmas, it seemed right not to. Finally, we had a pleasant lunch in 
‘The Golden Pheasant’.                                      Report: STEVE FISK 
 
Group Leaders: HILARY AND BARRY AKAM  
 
U3A HISTORY GROUP 
 
‘The Deepings in the 1950s’ by Liz Parkinson 

We had a delightful morning looking back at the 50s 
through the medium of photography and also 
advertisements from the time. Some of the photographs 
went even further back to give an idea of the changes 
that had occurred in both villages. 

Liz had researched the era thoroughly and as she is a native of The 
Deepings, was able to elaborate on various happenings such as the 
annual holiday or church outing.  (We were impressed that Liz’s coat 
had magical powers and had grown along with her!!). Members 
‘chipped in’ with pieces of information and this added to the 
enjoyment. 

So much work had been put in to this talk, it highlighted the need to 
keep local history archives up to date so that future generations can 
look back and see what we used to do when we were young.  The 50s 
seem so far away and appeared so tranquil, given today’s hustle and 
bustle. Thank you to everyone who made the morning so enjoyable.  

Money and orders were taken for the Christmas lunch. There are still 
spaces and Barbara will be taking names again in November, when the 
morning will be dedicated to that really enjoyable look back at the year 
gone by via the annual quiz!!        Report: SANDRA JONES 

Group Leaders: SANDRA JONES / ELIZABETH PARKINSON 
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 U3A THURSDAY GARDENING GROUP 

Thanks to the hospitality of Alistair and Ray Smith we had a lovely 
meeting in the warm this month on a wet cold morning. We chatted 
about the recent Adam Frost appearance at Waterside that some of 
us had attended which led to much reminiscing and debate about 
TV gardening presenters over the years, from Percy Thrower to Bob 
Flowerdew, with fond memories of Geoff Hamilton emerging.  

Several of us shared plans for our gardens in 2020 and we talked 
about what we still had in bloom in our gardens, with both Gill 
Rowlandson and Margaret and David Scott (see photo) bringing 
along some flowers and Roy Pettitt showing photos. Amongst other 
plants we had fuchsia, pelargonium, penstemon, coreopsis, rose, 
clematis, nerines, gaura and Japanese anemones flowering well into 
November. It took us a while to identify one of the plants Gill had 
brought but eventually we tracked it down as tradescantia 
'Longpipes'. 

Our next meeting is our Christmas lunch at the Ruddy Duck in 
Peakirk at 12.30 on 5th December followed by a gardening quiz at 
the home of Roy and Ann Pettitt. 

LINDA HILL 
Group Leader  
 
U3A SCIENCE GROUP 
 
David Perkins gave us a very interesting 
presentation about Scientific Satellites at our last meeting, in 
October.  We were impressed by the intricacy of the satellites, and 
the innovative methods of measurement of a large range of 
data.  The “Heath Robinson” appearance of these craft was 
discussed and explained. 
This month we are giving our brains a rest, and letting our stomachs 
take over!  We are going to The Bull, Market Deeping, for our pre-
Christmas lunch, on Tuesday  19th (12.30 for 1.00 pm). 

There will be no meeting of the Group in December, but we are 
hoping to get the New Year off to a good start, by having a 
presentation by Keith Townsend. 

GARTH PERRY / DAVID SCOTT 
Group Leaders  
 
U3A MONDAY WALKING GROUP 

For the six mile walk +/- ish,  23 of us met in the Cattlemarket car 
park in Stamford.  We had been pre-warned that the walk in part 
would be wet and muddy, so most prepared accordingly. 

The walk took us through Wothorpe, Easton on the Hill, Tinwell 
and back to Stamford.  It was a lovely sunny day, (as we expect on a 
Monday walk).  Several people had to offload a few layers of kit.  
The walking was along footpath, tracks and fields.  T’was muddy in 
several locations but the best was saved until last!!  Lunch was had 
at Wetherspoons (‘Spoons’) to some. 

Next walk Ferry Meadows from the Granary, details to follow. 

STEVE HANSON                                 Photo: DAVID SCOTT 
Group Leader  

U3A POETS AND POETRY GROUP 

For our November meeting we had the letter 'H' in 
our search for poems, and we came up with a very 
good selection: we had 'Hunter Trials' and 'Harvest 
Hymn' by Sir John Betjeman, 'How they brought the 
Good News from Gent to Aix' and 'Home Thoughts 
from Abroad' by Robert Browning, 'High Flight' (an 
Airman's Ecstasy') by John Gillespie Magee Jnr, 'Holiday Afloat' and 
'Hair' Proper Hair' by Pam Ayres, and ending with 'Halley's Comet', 
by Norman Cornthwaite Nicholson. OBE.  

Once again a very interesting and amusing afternoon, and thanks to 
Lynn for hosting the meeting and keeping us refreshed. We have no 
meeting in December. 

IRENE BEEKEN 
Group Leader  

 
U3A “STROLLERS” WALKING GROUP 

The stroll in October was led by Geoff Fitzjohn, returning to Barnack 
after a few years gap and taking us on a circular stroll to Southorpe 
and back.  There were 16 Strollers and the bright pleasant autumnal 
morning belied the inclemency of the previous week. Considering the 
recent rain, the going was good as we set off from the Millstone in 
Barnack and made our way past the Hills and Hollows.  Geoff 
pointed out that this area was a source of local stone, known as 
Barnack Rag for centuries. and notable buildings which used it 
include Peterborough and Ely cathedrals. 

We then climbed alongside the northern boundary of Walcot Hall 
and reaching the end of this we turned left along the western 
boundary. The track we followed was a roman road, which led to the 
settlement south of Castor.  Along this stretch was a break in the wall 
which gave us a distant view of Walcot Hall, framed by the trees 
which lined the track leading to it. 

We then started to go downhill through a pastoral field, leading to the 
village street passing through Southorpe village. So far the going had 
remained good. It was a pleasant stroll walking up the main street of 
the village, stopping for a group photo, taken by Julie. Geoff also 
pointed out a large piece of stone, which had fallen off a cart many, 
many years ago. 

Geoff had planned to return to Barnack via another field in pasture, 
but said that it was impassable after recent heavy rain. Instead we 
returned via the road leading to Barnack. As we reached the eastern 
boundary of Walcot Hall, we made our way through a field, passed 
the local cricket field and through the village and back to the 
Millstone.  A lovely stroll and grateful thanks to Geoff for keeping 
his eye on the route in the days leading up to the walk, which paid 
dividends and prove the importance of ‘reckying’ routes beforehand, 
especially after a sustained period of heavy rain. 

Our stroll this month will be around Hampton, which is a relatively 
new development southwest of Peterborough   Details of this walk 
will be forwarded to members shortly. 

A planning meeting was held on 29 October and I am pleased to 
report that a programme of strolls for next year has been drawn up 
and will be sent to members in due course. 

BOB DELLER 
Group Leader  
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U3A WEDNESDAY GARDENING GROUP 

Our meeting this month was kindly hosted by Angie and our 
speaker was Johnny Walker, whose talk was entitled "Every Show 
has a Story".  Johnny has been showing daffodils since the early 
80's from the SHE Exhibition in Spalding, the RHS shows in 
Vincent Square, London, right through to the Harrogate Spring 
Show and, of course, Chelsea.  During his long career, he has won 
many, many gold medals as well as "Best in Show" on numerous 
occasions.   

Johnny explained to us how the bulbs are prepared for showing, 
how the flowers are selected and how this has changed over time 
with warmer weather.   In the early days, outdoor daffodils were 
used for the later shows but now they are all forced to achieve the 
quality required.   Johnny went on to tell us about the things that 
can, and often do, go wrong as well as highlights such as meeting 
Her Majesty, the Queen.   We were shown many slides of different 
varieties of daffodil, Johnny's  impressive stands at Harrogate and 
Chelsea as well as pictures of the daffodils that have not grown 
properly for one reason or another.             Report: JANE COOKE  

Group Leaders:  JEAN FOSTER / JANE COOKE 
 
U3A QUILTING GROUP 
 
Our November meeting was presented 
by Liz. The topic was making Christmas 
decorations using the ‘Suffolk Punch’ 
technique. This was an easy technique 
using circles of fabric involving hand 
sewing. Suffolk Punches were used to 
make Christmas ornaments with great 
effect. Ideas were also put forward for 
additional uses including a tactile 
Caterpillar for a young child. Our 
thanks go to Liz for sharing her 
expertise. Other members of the group 
showed us examples of the quilting 
undertaken independently. Some lovely 
work. Well done ladies.  
 
Our December meeting will be an outside visit to a fabric outlet. 
Carol is arranging this for us. Full details will be forwarded by 
email.  
 
MARGARET GRIFFITHS 
Group Leader  

U3A FLOWER ARRANGING GROUP 

This month we had fun with our theme of Fireworks/ Bonfire night 
using all sorts of things to depict the flames/ rockets and firework 
explosions etc. Somehow I think we managed this without making it 
look like Christmas.  There are two arrangements missing from the 
photograph but it shows the variety of colours and styles. 
  
The last meeting this year will be Thursday, December 5th. to create 
a free choice of Christmas arrangement, and we will bring and share 
some nibbles. There will be no meeting in January 2020.  
 
PAT LUDLOW 
Group Leader  
 
U3A “PACERS” WALKING GROUP  

Our 
November 
walk was a 
welcome 
return at this 
time of year 
to the 
Forestry 
Commission 
at Fineshade 
Woods. We 
were 
fortunate to 
enjoy a calm 
walk without 
rain, with the 
sunlight 

filtering through the trees as their leaves floated gently down. The 
autumnal colours were beautiful in shades of red, yellow,  brown and 
gold. There was not much wildlife in evidence on this visit but the 
wet weather had encouraged impressive, wide circles of huge fungi.  

After a very pleasant walk, we repaired to the Grounds Café for 
refreshments. 

Report: MARGARET BEARDSHAW     Photo: STEVE WHITE 
Group Leaders: LYNN & STEVE WHITE  
 
 

U3A MONDAY READERS GROUP 

Our get-together this month was on the 11th so, as 
we were in the Library, we heard the maroons at 
the Garden of Remembrance and observed the two 
minutes silence in our meeting.  

We also fitted in very enjoyable planning for our 
Christmas lunch which, this year, will be at Janis 
Hewett’s house on December 9th, with the theme 
of Lincolnshire food. We divided the meal up 
among us and each member will be bringing a, possibly loosely 
connected, local dish.  

After briefly discussing the television adaptation of His Dark 
Materials, we finally got on to our book of the month, which was ‘A 
Night on the Orient Express’ by Veronica Henry. 

                                                                                               …/... 

  …/… 

Put all thoughts of Agatha Christie out of your mind, as there are no 
murders involved on this journey. This is an easy book to read with 
an entertaining and varied cast of characters, all of whom have 
personal reasons to be spending a night on the famous train on its 
way to Venice. From a young woman asked to collect a family 
heirloom painting which conceals a secret, to a family on the verge 
of break-up, the group thought all the characters well drawn and 
intriguing, as were the varied plots that unfolded about each of 
them. 

The best thing about the book, almost all the group felt, was that it 
was a pleasant change from the darker and more complex novels 
we had read in the last few months, and it was nice to have a book 
with happy endings all round! 

LIZ WATERLAND 

Group Leader  
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U3A “CHURCH MICE” 

GROUP 

November's visit for Church 
Mice was to St Polycarp's 
church at Holbeach Drove. 

The church was built in 1870 as 
a Mission School, meaning it 
was both a school and a church. 
It is a small brick built building 
with bare bricks inside. Most 
noticeably the pews are 
easily converted into desks for the pupils. On Sundays the pews 
face towards the altar and for school weekdays each pew is reversed 
and the back of the pew becomes the pupils' desk with a hole for the 
inkpots and the pupils face with their backs to the altar. There is a 
fireplace halfway down the building (no central heating in 1870!) 
and a pulpit at one end and a baptismal font at the other end. 

Mike, the vicar, introduced David, the churchwarden who explained 
the history of the church/school.  After the talk from the altar end 
the pews were turned into tables facing the back for all of us to 
enjoy tea and lovely cakes. 

Next visit: Uffington church at 2pm on Tuesday 3rd December 
(earlier than usual).                                Report: HENRY ROBERTS 

Group Leaders: JIM PRINGLE / SANDRA JONES 
                            
 
Saint Polycarp—one of the earliest Christian martyrdoms for which 
an eyewitness account survives.  He was appointed Bishop by St 
John of Smyrna (today known as Izmir in Turkey) and condemned to 
die at the Stake in AD155when he was 86 years old. 

After St. Polycarp died the fire was lit again and his body cremated. 
 
If anyone would like a  print of the whole content of the frame, let 
me know.  ANN 

U3A LISTENING TO MUSIC GROUP 
 
Our November meeting was 
at the home of Ann Holmes. 
Terry put together the 
programme 

 of Ann's musical choices, 
the title being: MUSIC 
WITH A NATIONALISTIC 
FLAVOUR.  It proved to be 
just  that, with some stirring music 
and some of Ann's personal 
favourites. 

We began with: William Walton's 'Crown Imperial,' the  Liverpool 
Philharmonic conducted by Sir Charles Groves. Smetana's ‘Vitava’ 'a 
beautifully descriptive piece from the Czech Philharmonic Orchestra, 
conducted by Rafael Kubelik followed and then we heard 'Tara's 
Theme,' from the film 'Gone With the Wind', Nic Raine conducting 
the City of Prague Promenade Orchestra. A cheeky version of a 
barely disguised 'God Save The Queen' from Variations on 'America' 
was played by Andrew Davies, before the knighthood, on the Organ 
of Roy Thomson Hall, in Toronto. Then, Eric Coates of course with 
his 'Knightsbridge March'  the Philharmonic Promenade conducted 
by the composer. Once the introduction music to the BBC'S - 'In 
Town Tonight,' series. Hubert Bath's moving Cornish Rhapsody, 
from the film, 'Love Story' had Daniel Adnia on the piano, Kenneth 
Alwyn conducting the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra. 

John Williams gave us 'Cavatina', and on a more serious note, 
Beethoven's 'Variations on God Save the King,' came from Anthony 
Goldstone playing the Steinway at Wisbech Grammar School. 
'Elizabethan Serenade,' by Ronald Binge, was from Mantovani and 
his Orchestra. Another film score from 'Dangerous Moonlight' - The 
Warsaw Concerto' by Richard Addinsell' played by the BBC Concert 
Orchestra.  Then Elgar's 'Pomp and Circumstance , Leonard 
Bernstein conducting the BBC Symphony Orchestra and the morning 
ended with who else but Vera Lynn and  'There'll Always Be An 
England.'   A splendid morning of 'feel good music,' Thank you 
Ann and for the refreshments too. 

Next meeting at Jim Pringles home.               Report: ANNE JONES 

Group Leaders: TERRY NOBLE / JIM PRINGLE 
                               
ANN would like to record her thanks to Terry for his help with 
preparing the programme and the rest of the members for ‘indulging 
her whim’. 

The table cloth—Ann makes a 

Statement!     Terry Noble. 

U3A THURSDAY WALKING GROUP 
 
For the second month running the Group’s planned walk was 
again washed out by flooded footpaths but not to be defeated 
Helen and Brian Driscoll and team came up with another 
alternative to combat this setback. The walk was switched to 
a walk in Werrington from the Crab and Winkle and mostly 
along good solid footpaths and no mud!! The walk proceeded 
along the many footpaths in the area, via Fox Covert Road, 
Cuckoo Hollow and Fulbridge Road  before arriving back at 
the pub for a good lunch which was enjoyed by all. However, 
whilst it was good underfoot the fact that it rained most of the 
walk was a bit of a dampner but it didn’t put off the 15 
members who took part. Many thanks to Helen, Brian, Pat, 
Ruth, June and Richard for researching and leading this 
revised walk at short notice and organising the lunch. 
 
The next and final walk of the year on 12 December will be 
led by David Scott and myself  and will be around the West 
Deeping and Maxey areas commencing from either The Bull 
Hotel, Market Place, Market Deeping or possibly the 
Rainbow Centre Car Park. The usual e-mail in due course will 
confirm the starting point and meal arrangements at The Bull 
as we have to pre-order a little earlier than normal. 
 
Report: GODFREY PARKES       Photo: DAVID SCOTT  
Group Leaders: GODFREY PARKES / DAVID SCOTT 
                              


