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The Deepings Third Age Group 
  Reg. Charity No: 1166782 

 

NEWSLETTER 
 

Visit our U3A 
Deepings Web site 

Deeping St. James 

 
THE ‘SCOTSMAN’ FLYING OVER WELLAND 

BRIDGE, DEEPING ST. JAMES ...                  

… on 19 April 2018.  Very many thanks to Bob Deller for sharing 
this photograph with us.  Ann 
 
     
  Committee Members 2017/2018 
 

Garth Perry      Chairman 
Ann Parkes   Secretary 
Anne Burton      Treasurer 
Liz Noble      Membership Secretary 
Susanne Hoadley      Groups Coordinator 
Phil Jones              Deputy Gps Co-ordinator 
Lyall Seale      Speaker Finder 
Kath Allen       
Ann Holmes             Newsletter Editor 
David Scott              Webmaster 
     . 
         

        Programme of Speakers 
2018 
 
21 May       DAIRY FARM REVISITED by Jane Barnes.  In 2014 
       Jane told us about her life as a farmer’s wife.  She returns 
       to update us on their dairy herd, cheese production and 
       what’s going on in the farming industry in UK and 
       worldwide.  She will bring cheese produced from their 
       milk for sale. 
 
18 June       THE TRUE STORY OF THE BIRTH OF THE     
       ARCHERS by J im Latham who tells how the Archers 
       was based on Rippingale and Dowsby after a local farmer 
       first suggested the idea for a farming programme. 
 
16 July       EAST ANGLIA by Stephen Lovell.  From reed beds, 
       fens, cliffs, heaths to saltmarsh, this region really does 
       have them all.  Find out why this area is recognised as 
       Britain’s most ecologically diverse and the wildlife that 
       lives here. 
 
Unless otherwise stated  all monthly meetings are at THE 
METHODIST CHURCH, Deeping St. J ames.  Doors open at 9.30 
am.  To enable us to set out chairs, etc., please do not arrive before 
this time.  Coffee served until 10.20 and meetings begin at 10.30 
am. 
 
 

Issue No. 177   MAY 2018 

CHAIRMAN’S REFLECTIONS 

Thank you for all the kind enquiries 
about the state of my face, following 
my scary appearance at the last monthly 
meeting.  I am pleased to say that the 
antibiotics worked quickly, and my 
looks are nearly back to normal, which 
has prompted some people to suggest 
that I start using the vicious cream 
again! 

One of the unfortunate consequences of the discovery of the sun 
damage is that I now have to wear a shading hat when it is sunny, 
which I hate.  Why? – well, most people seem to have nice neat 
round heads, and hats look right on them.  I am plagued with a 
head that is quite long, front to back (no – I didn’t say big!), and 
big sticky-out ears – my big Brother used to say that I looked like 
one of those 1930’s gangsters’ cars, where the doors opened 
outwards from the front edge!  The result is that if I get a hat that 
fits front to back, it leaves a gap either side over the ears, and the 
hat is prevented from falling over my eyes by resting on the top of 
my ears, causing them to stick out even more! 

The weather hasn’t made life easy over the past month either, has 
it? The duvet and the heating have been on and off several times, 
and the runners on my vest drawer are nearly worn out by the 
frequent changes of mind over what to wear, sometimes twice in 
the course of a day! 

Anyway, enough of my ramblings, I have some proper 
information to deal with. 

As those of you who attended the EGM in April are aware, the 
proposal to reduce the annual subscription by £1 to £9 was 
approved, and will take effect from 1st August this year.  Because 
of the new Data Protection legislation, effective from 25th May, 
everyone will have to fill out the new membership application / 
renewal form this year, part of which gives positive consent to 
your U3A to store and use your personal details for the 
defined purposes involved in running your U3A.  We have also 
had to produce a Privacy Policy and a Data Protection Policy, 
which will be posted on the website, and displayed on the boards 
at our monthly meetings.  We have had to make changes to how 
we administer the U3A, most of which will not impact directly on 
our members.  These changes, and new financial regulations will 
have some small effects on the way some groups operate, but these 
will be explained at the Group Leaders’ Meeting, which we have 
set up for the 8th June, at the Green School, at 10 am. Will all 
Group Leaders please ensure they, or a representative from 
their group, attend this meeting. 

This time last year we had to announce that, because of the lack of 
an available venue, we could not hold our usual Summer Meeting 
and buffet.  I am pleased to say that this year we will be able to 
hold this meeting, in the Deeping School Hall, on Monday 20th 
August. Entertainment will be provided by the acoustic duo Fool’s 
Gold, with original and folk-ish music, using a variety of 
instruments, and supported by wonderful stories and visuals.  You 
may feel inspired to sing along!  Timing will be as usual for a 
monthly meeting, and the entry fee will be £1 as usual.  The 
meeting will be followed by a buffet for those who have a 
ticket.  Tickets for the buffet will be on sale from 21st May, at a 
cost of £6 per head  

       Best wishes 

Garth 
Chairman  

http://u3asites.org.uk/code/u3asite.php?site=282&page=0
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COACH TRIP TO BAUMBER WALLED GARDEN AND 

GUNBY HALL, HOUSE AND GARDEN 

The gardeners’ coach trip this year will be featuring two Lincolnshire 
gardens on Tuesday 11th September. Both are interesting and 
beautiful. 

Gunby Hall house (right) will also be open and included. The price is 
£27 (£20.50 to NT members) Coffee and a light lunch are also 
included in the price.  

For more information, please pick up a leaflet at the main meeting or 
from the leaders of the Gardening Groups of U3A or John Marsh 
01778 347330 or Eddie Adams 01778 346363. 

          GROUP NEWS 

Good news!  We have a U3A Lawn Bowls group meeting from May 
to September at the Market Deeping Bowls Club every Thursday 
afternoon, 2.00 pm until 4.00 pm. Woods and tuition will be available 
You don’t have to do the whole two hours.  

This is a fun, sociable group and there will be a friendly competition 
with an engraved trophy for the winner. The group leader is Malcolm 
Hoadley but you don’t have to pre book just turn up and have fun. 

See report of the first gathering on page 4. 

SUSANNE HOADLEY 
Group Co-ordinator  
 
U3A “WEEKENDERS” GROUP 
 
April Report: 
Ann welcomed 32 members to the Oddfellows 
Hall on Saturday, 14th April  including a 
welcome to two new members. Ann was 
thanked for organising a very enjoyable meal 
at Tai on the Square.  Geoff Whittle (right) 
about to ‘tuck in’. 

Marge is planning an outing to Rockingham 
Castle on July 7th - more details to follow. 

May Report: 

Twenty six ‘Weekenders’, which included one new member, met at 
the Oddfellows Hall on Saturday, 12th May.  Barbara reminded the 
members that June 9th is our Summer Special so remember to bring a 
small item for the raffle. The date of the Rockingham Castle trip has 
changed to Sunday 8th July. It will leave from “Rainbow Car Park ” at 
approximately 11:30 but Marge will confirm details next month. We 
plan to arrive in time for lunch followed by a tour of the gardens prior 
to a viewing the Castle which is free-flowing rather than a guided 
tour. Anyone who hasn’t put their name down for it but would like to 
go should contact Marge as soon as possible.  Next meeting June 9th. 

Reports: BARBARA MCNICOL                     Photo: RITA BROWN 
Group Leaders: ANN BRADSHAW / BARBARA MCNICOL 
                                    
U3A CRAFT GROUP 2          

A couple of the group found a fairly local bead shop which has proved 
invaluable and we experimented with some new 
shape beads for a bracelet.  Not something we 
could complete in one session and expect some will 
be completing it at this month’s meeting.  Some 
holidays this month but I look forward to seeing 
most of you on 21st May 2018, 2pm.  

LIZ NOBLE 
Group Leader   
 
 

 

U3A JAZZ, SWING AND BIG BAND GROUP 

Our May meeting was 
at the home of Peter and 
Barbara Baylis, with a 
programme devised by 
Geoff Whittle.  It was a 
programme of two 
halves as we heard jazz 
and vocals pre 1930 and 
then from the mid 30's.  

Scott Joplin played his 
'Maple Street Blues' from 1899 and 'Cascades' from 1904, some of 
the earliest music played at our meetings. Jelly Roll Morton, (real 
name Ferdinand) and his Red Hot Peppers, gave us 'Original Jelly 
Roll Blues' and 'Doctor Jazz' from 1926. 1927 and Bix Beiderbecke 
played 'Singing the Blues' and 'Way Down Yonder in New Orleans. 
Later we heard from Bix again with 'For No Reason At All in C'.  
Clarence Williams Blue Five played 'Wild Cat Blues’, Original New 
Orleans Rhythm Kings gave us 'She's Crying for me Blues’, Mound 
City Blue Blowers with Colman Hawkins (where does he find 
them?) played - 'One Hour in 1929’, a band featuring Glenn Miller, 
Eddie Condon and Gene Krupa.  Annette Hanshaw sang 'Loveable 
and Sweet' then married her boss!   

Other artists -The New Orleans Owls, Sam Morgan's Jazz Band and 
Pirons New Orleans Orchestra ended the 1920's  and we moved to 
1943 and a later Coleman Hawkins and his Orchestra with  'Stumpy' 
Kay Starr with Nat King Cole at the piano, and 'If I Could Be With 
You One Hour tonight'. Mildred Bailey and her Swing Band gave 
us 'When Day Is Done' from 1935 then we heard from the Larry 
Clinton and Les Brown Orchestras, Count Basie with 'Clap Hands 
Here Comes Charlie,' and 'Twelfth Street Rag'.  Duke Ellington 
played 'Midriff' and 'Unbooted Character' , Bob Crosby played for 
a young Judy Garland singing 'Swing Mr Charlie'  from 1936 and the 
morning ended with Benny Goodman, who better! We certainly got a 
morning full of music, thank you Geoff. Thanks to Peter and  
Barbara for their hospitality.  Next meeting is at Terry Nobles home. 

Report: ANNE JONES 
Group Leaders: PETER BAYLIS / ANNE JONES 
                                 
 
U3A ANTIQUES AND COLLECTABLES GROUP 
 
Bill Sandle came along this month to 
give us one of his entertaining 
presentations and talk.  It was to be on 
small items of silver but due to a 
number of technical difficulties, this 
could not be shown so we moved onto 
a different subject -  Walking sticks, 
Tribal clubs and different decorative items which were made from 
Rhino horn and many other materials including ivory and cane.   

These were carved and decorated in so many styles.  We saw 
different designs, usually on the head of the stick.  One, a silver 
snake's head embellished with red glass eyes, was particularly 
impressive.  A Norwal tusk came with an ivory knob, which 
unscrewed to form a small snuff container.  Another, a 20th 
century mounted walking stick, had a recumbent swan as the 
handle.  An amusing one was a late Victorian silver stick, 
depicting a lady’s leg with "bloomers".   This fascinating 
presentation went on to show an automaton Money cane which 
opened its mouth, poked out its tongue and swivelled its eyes. 

Bill told us there is a huge Chinese market for these items as it is a 
money making business.  The parts of the animals that were used 
all come from endangered species and laws now exist to stop this 
trade. We were very grateful to Bill for his wonderful presentation 
on such an interesting subject.  As usual Bill asked for his fee to be 
forwarded to the Leprosy Mission. 

Please note that our next meeting will be on MAY 21st and will 
be Fakes and Forgeries presented by Malcolm Kenwood at the 
usual venue at 2pm.                                   Report: IRENE 
BEEKEN 

Group Leaders: IRENE BEEKEN / PAM PENDRY 
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U3A HISTORY GROUP 

‘The Making of Fenland’ by Jim Winstone 

Today was a lovely day, the weather was 
bright and warm and our speaker gave us a 
really good talk about Fenland. It was well 
illustrated and at times amusing. 

Fenland was referred to as The Holy Land 
of the English because of the former 
monasteries which are now churches or 
cathedrals e.g, Crowland Abbey, Peterborough Cathedral and Ramsey.  

The fenland soil is rich and is noted for its crop growing. It was 
however a wetland until there was a programme of drainage 
introduced by King Charles 1st. He employed Cornelius Vermuyden 
as his engineer and a series of pumping practices was begun. Wind, 
steam, diesel and electricity have all contributed to the process of 
ridding the land of surplus water, thus enabling a good irrigation 
system. Dykes hold water, release water and supply farmers with a 
water supply in dry weather. 

We are very lucky here in the Fenland as we are less prone to flooding 
as the pump and  sluice systems manage to send water away from the 
farming land. Jim showed us diagrams of this. I am glad I didn’t have 
to sit an exam on them!  Thanks Jim. An excellent presentation. 

Report: SANDRA JONES 

 

Group Leaders: SANDRA JONES / ELIZABETH PARKINSON 

                                 

 

U3A GARDENING “OVER THE GARDEN WALL” GROUP  

 
After the previous week’s lovely sunshine 
it was disappointing that our planned trip to 
Barnsdale Gardens turned out to be very 
cold and wet.  Spring was certainly evident 
as trees, shrubs and plants were bursting 
into life inspiring us to get going in our 
own gardens.       

The 38 individually designed and well 
stocked gardens are all built on peat-free 
organic principals.  The old winter border 
created by Geoff Hamilton during his time 
with Gardeners World has now been 
redesigned by Carol Klein.  It is mostly 
made up of plants donated by friends, 
family and colleagues  to commemorate the 

death of Geoff  20 years ago.  Thank you Sue for organising our visit. 

Our next meeting is  Elgood’s Brewery Gardens, Wisbech.  Meet 
Rainbow car park at 10am.  Cost for entry to gardens and light lunch 
£11.50 plus cost of mini bus. 

Group Leaders:  MARGARET GRIFFITHS / JOSIE SMITH 
 
 
U3A ART APPRECIATION GROUP   
 
April report: 
 
Today’s topic was the life and works of Beryl 
Cook OBE. Beryl died in 2008 but her legacy 
lives on. 

Her work is very distinctive and her characters are 
larger than life. It was a very entertaining 
morning and we laughed a lot! Some of the 
paintings were rather near the knuckle!! Thank 
you to David for his technical expertise.  

Next month the Reverend Spence will be talking 
about Van Gough and Gaugin. We are looking forward to his return as 
his last talk was excellent.  

In June we visit Corby Glen and July is the visit to Kings Lynn.          
Report: SANDRA JONES 

Group Leader: SANDRA JONES / YVONNE MCCULLOCH 
                                

U3A NATURAL HISTORY GROUP 

Our April meeting saw us make a return visit to Burghley Park 
following our successful trip there last October. Twelve of us 
gathered to enjoy the Spring sunshine albeit with a very fresh wind. 
It was lovely to see the young growth on the trees especially on the 
oaks and limes. Due to the late Spring this year it was noticeable that 
some trees, particularly the sweet chestnuts, were still in bud whilst 
others such as horse chestnut and copper beech were already in full 
leaf. 

As we strolled around Lancelot 'Capability' Brown's open landscape 
we were lucky enough to see our first swift of the year and enjoy 
other signs of Spring as the greylag geese swam across the lake with 
their goslings in tow and lesser celandine and cowslips nestled 
beneath the trees. Out of the wind it was possible to believe Spring 
had finally arrived!'                              Report by JOY LONGMUIR 

Our next outing, on the morning of Thursday May 24th  is a visit 
to Paxton Pits Nature Reserve,  a rich mosaic of wildlife habitats 
such as lakes, riverside, meadow, reed bed, scrub and woodland, 
situated in the Great Ouse valley between St Neots and 
Huntingdon.  Please contact Margaret Beardshaw or Jo Astle if you 
would like to join us for this visit. 

Group Leaders: JO ASTLE / MARGARET BEARDSHAW 
                      
U3A CLASSIC AND KIT CAR GROUP 
 

On Sunday 23rd April, 14 members took part in the 'Stilton Cheese 
Run’ commencing in Uppingham and following different routes, all 
with great views through the Nene Valley, in particular the 
Harringworth Viaduct, with a lunch stop at New Lodge Farm 
Bulwick and then onto to Stilton where members met up in the 
garden of the Bell Inn. A great day out was had by all. 

Later in the week a group meeting was held in the Milton Golf Club 
for discussion and refreshments. 

Our next meeting, Wednesday 23rd May at the Milton Golf 
Club, commences a little earlier than usual, at 11:00 am, to facilitate 
having lunch at 12:00 before setting off on a short ‘Run’ and 
finishing back at Milton for Afternoon Tea.  More details from: 

JOHN BURTON 
Group Leader  
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U3A THURSDAY WALKING GROUP 

After the high temperatures of the previous week the weather, 
although bright and sunny was more suitable for walking with the 
lower temperatures. Leaving the Cross Keys Inn at Kings Cliffe, 
myself and David Scott led 23 walkers along the main street in a 
westerly direction towards Westhay Wood. By a combination of both 
skirting the wood and passing through it we were then able to descend 
down a farm track to join the main road from where we had a steady 
walk into the small village of Blatherwycke, all the time being able to 
view the lovely lakes to our left which when driving along the A43 
one has no knowledge of. After walking through the village we turned 
in an easterly direction passing the Holy Trinity Church in the grounds 
of the former Blatherwycke Hall from where we were able to follow 
the footpath by the lakeside and later on Willow Brook before arriving 
back at Kings Cliffe after encountering numerous stiles. A welcome 
drink and meal followed in what turned out to be a very busy pub with 
two other walking groups in attendance. 

The next walk on 14 June will be led by Maggie Griffiths and will be 
the Hemingford Abbots – St Ives circular walk commencing from The 
Axe and Compass, High Street, Hemingford Abbots PE28 9AH. If 
you would like to attend this walk, could you please phone Maggie by 
the Tuesday evening preceding the walk, if possible, and also 
indicating whether you will be staying for lunch. 

Report: GODFREY PARKES /  Photo: DAVID SCOTT 
Joint Leaders     
 
U3A GARDENING 4 PETALS AND PRODUCE GROUP 
 
Our plant swap in April was a huge success with 
everyone attending taking home something for 
their garden.  Let's hope that this doesn't result in 
everyone's gardens ending up looking the same! 

Our May meeting on 15th will be a repeat visit to 
the Pendry's beautifully manicured garden in 
Eastgate which guarantees to be a treat not 
withstanding the awful weather.  Dave will be on 
hand too to offer advice on photographing gardens.                
Report:  JOHN MARSH  

Group Leaders:  JOHN MARSH / PAM PENDRY (who had nothing     
                to do with the description of her wonderful garden! ) 
                            
U3A CRAFT GROUP 3 
 

It was aprons and 
rubber gloves on 
this month as we 
made background 
cards using shaving 
foam and adding 
paint to it, we 
created many 
unusual designs, 
very messy but we 
all enjoyed 
ourselves. 
 
ANITA 
SETCHFIELD 
Group Leader  

U3A LAWN BOWLS GROUP 

 

The U3A Bowls Group had their first matches on Thursday 
afternoon. The weather was glorious and we all had a very good 
time. Some members of the Market Deeping Bowls Club were on 
hand to guide us through the intricacies and etiquette of bowls.  

If you thought it was just hurling a ball down the green to get 
close to a similar object think again. It’s like Curling without the 
broom, plenty of tactics involved. You also get plenty of exercise 
especially if you are on the loosing team apparently. All 
equipment and expertise is provided by the MDBC for which we 
thank them, so if you would like to have a go contact me for 
more information. 

MALCOLM HOADLEY 
Group Leader  

 
U3A “PACERS” WALKING GROUP 

A hardy group of Pacers met on the 4th May. It proved to be the 
wettest Wednesday in living memory - or so it seemed to the 
sixteen of us who ventured bravely out that morning. 

We met at the Hare and Hounds in Greatford and headed off in 
good spirits on a walk which took us past Greatford Church and 
Hall, over the fields to Barholm and back via Shillingthorpe Park. 
The walk is a lovely walk - especially so in good weather. We 
were treated to the sight of a herd of deer crossing our path at 
speed. The rain didn't seem to be bothering them and they were 
quite breathtaking to view. 
 
The walk wasn't quite as muddy as had been anticipated but we 
were glad to reach our destination of the Hare and Hounds after 
discovering our waterproof boots and shoes were nothing of the 
kind! With a roaring fire, a glass of beer and a tasty meal, 
comfort was restored once more. 
 
The next walk will be Castor Hanglands on the 6th June - we 
anticipate better weather for this one.   
 
Report: DAVID & MARGE MORGAN 
Group Leader: LYNN & STEVE WHITE  
 



 5 

 

U3A CYCLING GROUP 

Four cyclists set out from Deeping for a 
15 mile ride through Maxey and along 
quiet country roads to Ashton and the old 
sheep dip.  From here we continued to 
West Deeping for an enjoyable lunch.  Good weather and frequently 
stopping to appreciate the surroundings always makes it 
worthwhile.  Many thanks to Terry for organising the route. 

Anyone with a roadworthy cycle is welcome to join us.  Ring me for 
details. 

FRED SKIPPER 
Group Leader  
 
U3A QUILTING GROUP 

Our May meeting activity was to cut 
out and sew the 12 fabric squares for a 
3D table Centre. The demonstration 
was how to position and sew these 
squares in place to form a circle using 
the template provided. It continued 
with the folding of the wings of the 
fabric ready to sew and decorate.  

Additional visits this month include:  
a fabric shop in Bourne ‘Sew and 
Gather’ for inspiration and ideas.  
The Quilt Show at Springfields on Friday 1st June. Arrangements: 
meet outside the conference centre at 9.45am.  The next meeting is on 
Tuesday June 12th. Demonstration will be ‘the easy way’ to make 
triangular squares to form a cushion front.  
 
MAGGIE GRIFFITHS 
Group Leader  
 
U3A POETS AND THEIR POETRY GROUP 
 
This month the letter' S' gave us a wide choice of Poets.  
We had, of course, the 'bard' William Shakespeare, Percy 
Byshe Shelley, Eliza R Snow, Vernon Scannell, Bettie 
Sellars, Thomas Sheridan,and Stevie Smith.   

We met at Suzanne's on a very hot afternoon and were kept well 
refreshed and looked after while our discussions were taking place.  
Thank you very much Suzanne for a most enjoyable time. 

IRENE BEEKEN 
Group Leader  
 
U3A “WANDERERS” WALKING GROUP 
 
There was a great turnout 
for the ‘Wanderers’ May 
walk from Elton to  
Fotheringhay and back.  
 
Twenty Wanderers set out 
in glorious, hot sunshine 
to journey back in time to 
the remains of 
Fotheringhay Castle, the 
scene of many historic 
events. Such events included the birth of Richard III in 1452 and the 
execution of Mary Queen of Scots in 1587. Some members of the 
group ventured sprightly to the top of the castle mount, where scenic 
views could be seen across the landscape.  
 
On our return to Elton, we enjoyed a range of tasty meals and well 
earned refreshments at The Crown Inn.  
 
Report : HUGH & ANNE CASSIDY 
Group Leaders : HHILIARY & BARRY AKAM  
 
 
NOTE;  I was slowly beginning to accept that photographs taken 
with a phone were much improved.  However this month I have had 
several photographs which I am unable to print as large as I normally 
would because they are so out of focus.  Computer programmes are 
very clever these days but I do not know of or own one that will re-
focus out of focus photographs. whether taken on phone or camera.   
ANN 

U3A THURSDAY GARDENING GROUP 

After torrential rain and freezing temperatures earlier in the week, we 
couldn't believe our luck when we visited Elgood's Brewery Gardens 
in Wisbech this month. With a warm sunny day the gardens were at 
their best and very good value for money. We managed not to get too 
lost in the maze and were surprised it takes only two gardeners keep 
the gardens looking lovely, even though we were too early for the 
wisteria to be in flower.  

Some longstanding group members remembered having visited in 
September 2005 but felt the whole site had improved tremendously 
in the interim. With an excellent cafe, welcoming staff and a good 
little gift shop we'd all recommend a visit and many of us intend to 
go back soon. 

Next month is our summer buffet kindly hosted by Liz Noble. We'll 
meet at the slightly later time of 11 am. 

LINDA HILL 
Group Leader  
 
U3A “CHURCH MICE” GROUP 

On a warm May 
afternoon 25 members of 
Church Mice visited St 
Mary's church at 
Sutterton. The interior of 
the church is large and 
light and cool on a warm 
day. 

The present church was 
started at the end of the 
12th century and contains 
a very fine Romanesque 
chancel arch and two 

notable Norman doorways with intricate carvings. The church is 
cruciform in shape with two large transepts. The tower has weighed 
heavily on the nave and the first two arches of the arcade lean 
strongly towards the west. The capitals of the nave piers have notable 
carvings. There is a huge plain west window giving the light feel to 
the church. 

Outside on the tower frieze below the crocketted spire there are some 
fine carvings. Sharp eyed members could make out a medieval 
drummer, together with a bagpipe player and a trumpeter. 

After an excellent tour and talk from David members enjoyed a good 
tea, after which six intrepid members climbed the tower for fine 
views (pictured) over the surrounding countryside.   

Report: HENRY 
ROBERTS 
 
Photos: TERRY 
NOBLE 
 
Group Leaders: 
 
JIM PRINGLE/ 
SANDRA JONES 
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U3A LISTENING TO MUSIC GROUP 

Our May meeting took place at the home of Jim 
and Ivy Pringle.   May 9th was a glorious sunny 
morning and provided an ideal ambience for 
listening to Music.  Jim’s programme was 
based on his early opportunities of listening to 
music by becoming a programme seller at the Edinburgh Festival during 
the 1950’s and 60’s. 

We heard a whole range of music and styles ranging from a Bach Partita 
for solo violin played by Arthur Grumiaux up to the Notturno e 
Tarantella by Karol Szymanowski.  The programme also included 
memorable performances of Litolff’s Scherzo brilliantly played by 
Clifford Curzon and Faure’s hauntingly beautiful Elegie played by Janos 
Starker 

In introducing each piece Jim told us of his association with either the 
music or with the performer.   This added to our listening pleasure. 

Thank you Jim for another imaginative and varied programme.   Our next 
meeting will be on 13th June at Chris Hartley’s house. 

Report: TERRY NOBLE 
Group Leaders: TERRY NOBLE / JIM PRINGLE 
 
U3A “BOOKWORMS” READING GROUP 
  
‘The Underground Railroad’ by Colson Whitehead 
 
It is 1822 on the Randall Plantation in Georgia where 
Cora, who is about 17 years old, is a slave.  She has been  
branded, beaten and raped but is a strong willed person.  
She agrees to run away with a fellow slave, Caesar, who 
knows about the escape route which reaches as far as Canada. 
 
Their perilous experiences alternate between spells of comparative 
domesticity to being hunted like animals by the slave catcher, Ridgeway, 
until Caesar is shot and Cora is in shackles. 
 
As well as telling the fictional story of Cora’s trials, this disturbing and 
serious book, written by an African American, is also a ‘Documentary’ 
about slavery and the attitude of white people, sympathisers and 
opponents, in the years preceding Abolition. 
 
Well researched and fair, it presents both sides of the  vexed question 
which, of course,  is still with us and offers plenty of topics for 
discussion.                                                Report: NANCY TITMAN 
 
Group Leader: ANN THORNTHWAITE  
 
U3A SCIENCE GROUP 
 
Terry Noble shared his experiences of 
visiting plants that generated energy 
from bio products, at our April 
meeting.  Thanks to Terry for an 
interesting and thought provoking talk. 

Because of the way dates work out, by 
the time you read this Newsletter we will have had our May meeting, 
when David Perkins will have told us all about Communication Satellites. 

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 19th June, at The Institute, in 
Church Street, Deeping St. James, at 2pm, when we will consider Energy 
from Nuclear Fusion.                      Report: GARTH PERRY 

Group Leaders: GARTH PERRY /  DAVID SCOTT 
                               
 
U3A WEDNESDAY GARDENING GROUP 
 
On the 9th May we visited The Moat at Newton, a three 
acre garden which is part of the National Garden Scheme 
and is opened by arrangement. Several husbands joined us 
so we were a group of  17.  

We saw several very large island beds with mixed 
planting all looking very healthy and not a weed in sight!  In other areas 
there was a vegetable garden, courtyard garden etc.   

Coffee was served in a converted barn and we were able to look at 
photograph albums which showed the original farm-yard to the present 
day.                                                                      Report: JEAN FOSTER 

Group Leaders: JEAN FOSTER / JANE COOKE 
                             
 

U3A “STROLLERS” WALKING GROUP 

Another local walk for April’s stroll saw 14 Strollers set off from 
The Stage in the Market Place on a pleasant spring morning. Turning 
left over the River Welland, so leaving the County of Lincolnshire, 
we followed the main road to Peterborough for just over half a mile, 
before turning left on a track towards the road from Deeping St. 
James to Northborough. 

There was a change to the planned route as a group of travellers had 
taken occupancy on the former main road to Northborough and this 
section was missed out.  We made our way back to Deeping St. 
James, but took a detour through Deeping Gate, which looks very 
pleasant being alongside the River Welland. 

Walking along the footpath which follows the south bank of the 
river, we stopped at High Locks for a group photograph, grabbing the 
attention on of mallards and mute swans, which in turn were taking a 
breather from minding their nests and young ones.  Continuing 
westwards, we followed the public footpath through pasture and 
fields, before reaching the main road again, turning right and over the 
river to Market Deeping. 

Our stroll this month will be a return to Rutland on Monday 28 May, 
when John Marsh will lead us after meeting at the Rutland Water 
Garden Centre on the south bank of the reservoir.  Members of  the 
group are asked to contact him a few days before.  

BOB DELLER                     

Group Leader  
 
U3A MONDAY READERS GROUP 
 
This month’s book divided the group. It was Dead 
Like You by Peter James, a thriller in his Inspector 
Roy Grace series, all of which have the word ‘dead’ 
in the title.  

In this one, which switches between past and present, a long ago 
murderer, named ‘the shoe man’ because of his habit of taking a shoe 
from his female victims after he has raped and killed them, appears 
to have surfaced again. Bound up with the murder plot is Grace’s 
personal life, the disappearance of his wife ten years before and his 
new relationship. 

The division in our ranks was that some really enjoyed the book, 
liking the mystery and the police procedural details, as well as Peter 
James’ easy to read style. Those of us who didn’t like it were put off 
by the very graphic details of the violence done to the murderer’s 
victims and the way the plot switched between past and present in a 
way that some found hard to follow. On the whole, this is a book for 
those of you who like a hard bitten and graphic murder story which 
pulls no punches in its style. 

Our next meeting is on June 12th at 10.00 in the Library. 

LIZ WATERLAND 
Group Leader  
 
U3A SUNDAY LUNCH GROUP 
 
The Stage, Market Deeping, is the venue for this 
month’s Sunday Lunch, on May 27th, 12.30 for 
1.00 pm..  Please notify Tony or  Michael as usual.  Tony or Michael 
if you wish to attend. 
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U3A MONDAY WALKING GROUP 

Twenty four of us met 
at The Prince of Wales 
Feathers, Castor, for our 
walk on a beautiful 
warm, sunny day. 

We crossed from the 
pub and walked towards 
Water Newton, via 
fields now left to 
meadow. This is 
because  Durobrivae’ a 
roman garrison town, 
lies beneath and 
continued ploughing has 
not helped this 
archaeological site. 
Crossing the lock we 
went to observe the old 

mill now converted to houses. From here we went to Wansford 
Station via the river Nene, giving rail enthusiasts amongst us the 
opportunity to see old locomotives etc. then onward to Sutton and 
finally returning to Castor. 

The majority of the walk was 
on footpaths, with nine stiles 
and several "kissing gates ".  
My magic "ish" of 5.5 miles 
I am happy to say was not 
met as we walked 5.2 miles 
only. A miracle by my 
standards !!!! We finished off 
with excellent food and 
hospitality at the pub as 
always. 

The next walk on 4th 
June is from The Plough at 
Greetham, postcode LE15 
7NJ. About 5.5 miles, gently 
undulating with one stile and 
some steps up and down over 
an old embankment. Meet at 
pub to order lunch as usual and set off at 10.00 am.  Pub car park is 
not large so latecomers might need to street park.  

Contact David or Linda Perkins  by Friday 1st June. I would suggest 
car sharing where possible. 
 
STEVE HANSON          Photos: DAVID SCOTT / STEVE HANSON 
Group Leader  
 
U3A HISTORY REPORT—May report 
 
They say that you learn something new every day and today was no 
exception. 

Brian, fresh from his lovely 
holiday, gave a very 
interesting and thought 
provoking talk about the 
Condor Legion, a crack 
German war regiment that 
went in to Spain to assist with 
the fighting on behalf of the 
Nationalists in the Spanish 
Civil War. The war was 
between the Nationalists and The Republicans General Franco, who 
was the leader, went on to rule Spain until his death in 1975. 

Picasso based his painting called ‘Guernica’ (see above) on the 
sudden bombing raid on the city of the same name. This massacre 
served as a warning to other towns as to what could happen if they 
strayed from the regime. There was a discussion relating to wartime 
afterwards and this added to the interesting and informative 
presentation. Thank you Brian. 

Next month, our speaker is Toby Wood who will, I am sure, be 
entertaining. Thank you to everyone who helped today. 

Report SANDRA JONES 
Group Leaders: SANDRA JONES / ELIZABETH PARKINSON 
                                 

 

U3A FAMILY HISTORY GROUP 

For our April meeting, Tony Plunkett gave a very 
interesting and informative talk on passports .  This 
covered the early ones to present day and how they 
have changed over the years to give more detail 
and greater security.  Thank you Tony. 

Brenda spoke at our May meeting about her East End Ancestors who 
were painters and glaziers.   Apprenticeships were a legal 
requirement  from 1563.  A vast majority of apprentices  were boys who 
took up trades such as painting and carpentry whilst a small number of 
girls began learning under the guidance of tailors, dressmakers and 
seamstresses.  Thank you Brenda for a very enjoyable talk.  

Report: JOSIE SMITH 
Group leaders:  JOSIE SMITH / JEAN BRENNAND 
                           
 
 U3A FILM GROUP 
 
The next Film Group gathering will be on Wednesday, 23 
May at the Green School Market Deeping at 2 o'clock. 
This month's DVD is "Vertigo", one of Alfred Hitchcock's 
best films, starring James Stewart and Kim Novak, a 
gripping thriller that keeps you guessing to the end. Please 
come and join us 

Group Leaders: MAUREEN WHITTLE / RITAS BROWN 
                                          
U3A ART APPRECIATION GROUP  (May report) 
 
There is an art to teaching and today we had 
a really good presentation/lesson given by 
the Reverend Philip Spence. His talk was 
illustrated with the aid of slides and his 
commentary was factual but amusing.  We 
had a full attendance and everyone was 
captivated by the story of Van Gough who 
could well have become a religious man instead of an artist. His 
upbringing was one of religious comfort. The children would be paraded 
around the village after church so that the villagers could see their 
comparative wealth. 
 
This led Vincent to follow the alternative option and side with the poor 
and oppressed peasants of the area. Van Gough was intelligent, well 
read and talented. He spoke five languages and was, of course a 
renowned painter. He lived for a short time in Margate but spent most of 
his life in Belgium, Holland and France. He wanted to depict the misery 
and sorrow of poor people for example coal miners and potato pickers 
through his paintings. 
 
He suffered from mental illness and was frequently taken into an asylum 
where he would draw some of the inmates. In his darker days his 
paintings reflected misery. When he moved to the South of France his 
paintings became lighter and yellow was a favourite colour. He wanted 
to bring joy and sunshine to the lives of others. 
Sadly he died of gunshot wounds. It was said he took his own life but 
the gun was never found!  Many thanks to David for his technical 
expertise. 
 
Next month we are at Corby Glen, July is Kings Lynn and August is 
Peterborough Museum.                               Report: SANDRA JONES 
 
Group Leaders: SANDRA JONES / YVONNE MCCULLOCH 
                                 
 
And finally—The March Cycling Group report which should have 
been in last month’s Newsletter.  Apologies once again Eddie—I bet 
you thought I had forgotten it this month too!!  I confess I 
remembered in the nick of time!! 
 
U3A CYCLING GROUP (March report) 

The weather for this month’s ride was fair and not too 
windy, and just four of us set off from Deeping 
heading north to Langtoft, then to Greatford and 
Essendine. We returned via the country lanes skirting 
Belmesthorpe  to Barholm and King Street. A most invigorating and 
enjoyable ride which helped to blow away the cobwebs from a long cold 
winter.  Lunch was very much appreciated at the Bull in Market 
Deeping. Thanks to Fred Skipper for organising this trip. 

Our next ride will be on 20th April. All cyclists welcome. Please contact 
Fred Skipper for more information.   

Report: EDDIE ADAMS 
Group Leader: FRED SKIPPER  
  


