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NEWSLETTER 
 

Visit our U3A 

Deepings Web site 
Deepi g St. Ja es 

WE ARE PROUD TO ANNOUNCE THAT 

at 100 …. and still counting, NANCY IS 
OUR FIRST “HONORARY MEMBER” 

This month we learnt that one of our members was about to celebrate 
her 100th Birthday.  To mark this impressive milestone, the 
Committee decided to award Nancy Titman our first Honorary 
Membership, and myself and our Editor, Ann Holmes, dropped in on 
her party to present her with a Certificate to mark this award.   

Nancy is currently a member of the Bookworms Reading Group, and 
uses her skills as an author herself to produce excellent reports of 
books read by the group for the newsletter.  Congratulations Nancy – 
I hope that I will be in such a good physical and mental condition if 
and when I achieve 100 years!  Thank you for your continuing 
support for our U3A.  (See Nancy’s latest report on page 2). 
                              Programme of Speakers 

2018 

18 June       CHANGE TO PREVIOUSLY ADVERTISED  
       PROGRAMME  :  HARP PROJECT by local harpist 
       Andy Lowings tells us about his project to make an 

       Authentic, playable replica of the Gold Lyre of Ur 
       (2,500 BC) which was destroyed in the Iraq war, and 

       brings one of his replicas for us to see.    
 

16 July       EAST ANGLIA by Stephen Lovell.  From reed beds, 
       fens, cliffs, heaths to saltmarsh, this region really does 
       have them all.  Find out why this area is recognised as 

       Britain’s most ecologically diverse and the wildlife that 
       lives here. 
 

20 August  STORIES WITH STRINGS by Acoustic duo Fool’s Gold 

       followed by buffet lunch.  This meeting is at DEEPINGS 

       SCHOOL, normal £1 entrance fee for  meeting but  
       Buffet by ticket only—now on sale £6 per person. 
 

Unless otherwise stated  all monthly meetings are at THE METHODIST 
CHURCH, Deeping St. James.  Doors open at 9.30 am.  To enable us to set 
out chairs, etc., please do not arrive before this time.  Coffee served until 10.20 
and meetings begin at 10.30 am. 

Issue No.    JUNE  2018 

I am struggling to think of anything else to reflect on this month, so I 
will fall back on the favourite topic of our British race – the weather! 
We are never satisfied with it are we?  As soon as the sun comes 
through we think it is lovely (“It’s about time isn’t it?”), but after a 
couple of days we have had enough (“It’s so hot and sticky, and the 
gardens need some rain”).  Obligingly, along comes the cooler, 
wetter, weather (“When are we going to get a decent summer?” and 
“The poor plants don’t know whether they are coming or going!”).  
However, we have been very fortunate in this area in avoiding the 
severe thunderstorms and serious flooding.   

Despite, or perhaps because of, the extremes that nature has thrown at 
it, the countryside is looking in a beautiful condition at the moment. 
After a slow start, because of the “Beast from the East” and the “Pest 
from the West”, the welcomed warmth of May has resulted in a burst 
of growth in the countryside and our gardens.  I have cunningly got 
the subject around to gardens, so that I can brag about my bed of 
Heucheras and Heucherillas, which is looking at its best at the 

moment.  I am not sure whether the good result is due to the 
favourable weather conditions, or to the 2 inch mulch of well rotted 
stable manure that I managed to get around the plants earlier in the 
year.  Then again, are the plants benefiting from the nutrients in the 
manure, or are they growing taller to escape from it? 

Best wishes 

Garth 
Chairman  

  
MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS DUE BY 

END OF JULY 2018 

It is time again to renew subscriptions and 
this year there are a few changes: The good 
news is subscriptions are REDUCED to £9 
per year.  Bad news is due to the new Data 
Protection law the form is now two pages!

PLEASE put cash/cheque subscriptions in an envelope with the 
completed form (both pages!) and EITHER put in the box on the 
Reception Desk at a monthly meeting or post/deliver to Membership 
Secretary .The completed renewal form is also required for payments 
made by BACS. Please hand in at meeting or post/deliver as above 

Unfortunately the new Data Protection law has impinged on the Gift Aid 
situation as well and for simplicity we are asking all currently giving or 
wishing to Gift Aid their subs, to complete a NEW FORM (also attached 
as separate document) this year only.  I confirm that two members living 
at the same address wishing to gift aid their subs must complete a form 
each.  Please complete and KEEP the small tear off section for your 
records. Thank you for your co-operation.  

LIZ NOBLE  
Membership Secretary  

     

http://u3asites.org.uk/code/u3asite.php?site=282&page=0


  

 

                         

     Committee Members 2017/2018 

Garth Perry      Chairman 

Ann Parkes      Secretary 

Anne Burton      Treasurer 
Liz Noble      Membership Secretary 

Susanne Hoadley      Groups Coordinator 
Phil Jones              Deputy Gps Co-ordinator 
Lyall Seale      Speaker Finder 
Kath Allen       Newsletter Editor 

 David Scott              Newsletter Distribution/    
      Webmaster 
 

GROUP NEWS 

It was good to see so many Group Leaders and their representatives 
at the meeting on Friday 8th June and we hope that it clarified the 
issues over Data Protection changes and money handling procedures 
that we are obliged to follow.      

Our thanks must go to Garth and Anne Burton for sifting through the 
large amount of paperwork from the appropriate authorities and 
making it suitable for our use.   

 

U3A CYCLING GROUP 

It is becoming progressively more difficult to find routes locally that 
we haven’t cycled before.   However, for our ride on 18th May Eddie 
Adams managed to find a hitherto uncycled route of unexplored 
territory.   The day was ideal for cycling – sun shining and not too 
hot or cold. 

Starting from the Coach House Market Deeping the route took us via 
Maxey and Lolham Crossing and on towards Bainton.   Just before 
Bainton a left turn led through Ashton, up High Fields Road and right 
turn towards Ufford.   Then a bridle way before reaching Ufford led 
into Southey Woods which were at their most picturesque. 

It was then back through Helpston and on to the Packhorse at 
Northborough for lunch. Altogether a lovely ride and a new and 
pleasant discovery.   Thank you Eddie for sorting this one out – it is 
certainly one to remember. 
 

Report: TERRY NOBLE 

Group Leader: FRED SKIPPER  
 

U3A FILM GROUP 

 

The film group's next meeting is on Wednesday 27 
June, 2 pm at the Green School, Market Deeping. 

 The DVD will be the very popular film 
"Paddington 2" with many stars including Hugh 
Grant, Julie Walters and Hugh Bonneville.  

Come and join us! 

Group Leaders: MAUREEN WHITTLE / RITA BROWN 

                                          

U3A “BOOKWORMS” READING GROUP 

‘This Body of Death’ by Elizabeth George.  

A sleepy village in the New Forest and a busy city 
suburb seem unlikely to be connected in the search 
for the murderer of a young woman whose body 
was found in a cemetery building in North London.  

Officers of the Met under acting D.I. Isabelle 
Avdery interview many suspects but are frustrated 
because there seems to be no motive but a lurking 
mystery. Inspector Lynley who has been brought back helps to detect 
the murderer, which also brings a conclusion to the mystery and 
tragic long standing situation.  

This is a super crime novel by a master storyteller. Elizabeth George 
has various venues, host of characters, red herring galore and Home 
Office secrecy to deal with, but she keeps the interest of the reader for 
728 pages which must be a good recommendation.  

Report: NANCY TITMAN 

Group Leader: ANN THORNTHWAITE  
 

U3A THURSDAY GARDENING GROUP  
 

After a week of fluctuating 
temperatures this month's 
meeting was blessed with 

perfect weather as we 
gathered at Liz Noble's for 
our annual summer buffet. 
We had a look around Liz's 
lovely garden and thought 
that Terry had been set to 
work hard as it was 
extremely manicured as 
well as beautiful!  
 

After a little bit of 
gardening chat we enjoyed 
a super 'bring and share' 
lunch in the sunshine and 
were also able to celebrate 
a milestone birthday for 
Ray Smith with one of Liz's 
famous cakes and some 
bubbly. Many of us also 
went home with smashing morning glory plants too thanks to Kay 
Parker.  
 

Next month we have a change to our meeting time and will gather for 
a visit including afternoon tea at Stamford Allotments at 2.30  pm 
on Thursday 5th July.  

LINDA HILL 

Group Leader  
 

U3A “PACERS” WALKING GROUP 

 

Good weather for a 
change blessed our 
walk in June. Our 
starting point was 
the Milton Golf 
Course Club House.  
We proceeded down 
Mill Lane towards 
the River Nene at 
Castor Backwaters 
including passing 
the Mill and Black 
Dyke. It was a good 
job we had a plan 
‘B’ today as part of the footpath was closed at this point.  Undaunted 
we trod new ground keeping the meandering river to our right 
following it back to Milton Ferry Bridge. Picking up the old Castor 
Road we proceeded back for a well-earned lunch. The scenery was 
lovely and we were accompanied for most of the walk by a friendly 
dog and its owner.                             Report; MAGGIE GRIFFITHS 

Next walk will be a Norfolk Day walk details to follow by email. 

Group Leaders: LYNN & STEVE WHITE (photo)  
  



  

 

U3A SCIENCE GROUP 

At our May meeting, David Perkins shared his 
knowledge and experience of the building, 
testing, launching and operation, of 
Communication Satellites.  I think we had 
underestimated the size and complexity of these 
pieces of equipment, but David put us right in his 
very interesting presentation.  Thank you David. 

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 19th June, at The Institute, 
in Church Street, Deeping St. James, at 2pm, when we will consider 
Nuclear Fission and Fusion, the latter being investigated as the 
ultimate future source of energy. 

On July 17th we will be visiting the Loughborough Bell Foundry – if 
you are interested, we have three spaces left in the currently available 
cars. 

Group Leaders: GARTH PERRY / DAVID SCOTT 

                              
 

U3A NATURAL HISTORY GROUP 

 

Ten people from the 
Natural History Group 
spent the morning at 
Paxton Pits Nature 
Reserve, Hunts.  It 
covers 77 hectares of 
lakes, meadow, 
grassland, scrub and 
woodland with a 
wealth of wildlife all 
year round. The 
reserve is famous for 
its nightingales and 
cormorants and is 
home to a wide variety 
of other birds, insects, mammals and flora.  We were lucky to see 32 
species of birds, including the cormorants, buzzard, grebe, black 
headed gull and many more.   

Despite a chilly wind at first, it warmed up during the morning as two 
volunteers took us around the Reserve.  The birdsong was wonderful 
and Trevor identified a number of birds from their song, robin, 
blackcap, warbler amongst others while Trevor showed us the work 
done by the conservation volunteers, especially in laying hedges.  
Paxton is famous for its nightingales - we heard a little of their song 
but maybe it was a little too cold for the full song.  Overall it is well 
worth a trip down the A1 to visit the reserve.  Our thanks to Phil 
Dunkley for organising the trip. 

Our next meeting is on Thursday, 24th
 June at Deeping Lakes, a 

lovely place to visit with so much to see.  We will be meeting 
at 10.00 am in the car park. Please let Margaret or Jo know if you 

would  like to join us.                                          Report: JO ASTLE 

 

Group Leaders: JO ASTLE / MARGARET BEARDSHAW 

                           
 

U3A POETS AND THEIR POETRY GROUP 

 

For our June meeting we spent a very interesting 
afternoon with the Poets and Poetry with the letter 
‘T’. What a lot of choice we had.  

Three mebers chose Edward Thomas, with 
Adelstrop', 'Helen’ and 'Aspens'. Dylan Thomas with 'Do not go 
gentle into that good night' JRR Tolkien with 'Bath Song' (quite 
funny) and of course our own Lincolnshire born Sir Alfred Lord 
Tennyson, with the ‘Princess and 'The Brook'.  No one chose the 
same poem.  

It was decided that as the letter 'U' does not reveal many Poets with a 
surname of that initial, the choice for July would be members own 
favourite poem, the one 'U' like, unless they did find one with the 
letter 'U'.  Someone did mention that they had already found a poet, 
(there's always one)! 

We had a most enjoyable time and thanks to Juliet for hosting the 
meeting and keeping us so well refreshed. Details of the next meeting 
will be sent to all from Angela. 

IRENE BEEKEN  
Group Leader   

U3A GARDENING “OVER THE GARDEN WALL” GROUP 

After all the lovely sunshine our visit to 
Elgoods Brewery Gardens in Wisbech 
turned out to be a very cold and dull 
day.  A good hot drink soon put us in the 
mood to look around the beautiful four 
acre gardens which  are open through the 
National Garden Society. 

Colourful bearded iris, water features and herbaceous borders invite 
you into the gardens  which are just beginning to burst into colour. 

There are some superb specimen trees such as the Ginkgo, and the 
unusual handkerchief tree [Davidia Involucrata] which comes from 
the long white bracts which surround the flower,  Cornus, and a 
wonderful very large oak tree which has survived over the centuries.  

Several of us attempted the Maze.  We all turned up for lunch, so 
don’t think anyone was left behind.  We didn’t have time to visit the 
brewery which I’m sure is very interesting, perhaps a return visit on a 
warmer day?                                                      Report: JOSIE SMITH  

Group Leaders: MAGGIE SMITH / JOSIE SMITH 

 

 

U3A GOOD FOOD GROUP  

 

Ten of us met to discuss and eat Greek 
Food this month. We had a large and 
varied selection of meze dishes and main 
courses, including a bean soup, spinach pastry dishes, prawns, 
stifado, chicken and vegetable kebabs, varied salads etc. 

This time, no-one made a dessert, perhaps we thought Greek pastries 
were too time consuming to make and bad for the waist line. 
 

Our next meeting, Monday 2nd July, possibly outdoors, is to feature 
'Elegant Starters', maybe canapes, and some desserts. Guests and new 
members welcome 

 

KATHLEEN TANNER 

Group Leader  

U3A JAZZ, SWING AND BIG BAND MUSIC 

 

In a change of style I am writing this newsletter report in the first 
person because our meeting on 23rd May was held at my house and I 
presented the programme.   Both the group leaders happened to be 
away, so I acted as an unofficial leader.   Before starting the morning 
it was my pleasure to welcome a new member - Bill Shields. 

For this occasion I chose to split the programme between Big Bands 
and much smaller groups.   The former featured music from the 
1940s, evoking many childhood memories for all of us.   It included 
music from such icons as Duke Ellington, Count Basie and Louis 
Armstrong among others.    

Moving on to smaller groups, I then played a 
selection of pieces from the Modern Jazz 
Quartet including a lovely performance of 
Softly as in a Morning Sunrise.   I finished with 
a very moving and most unusual performance of 
JS Bach’s Jesu Joy of Man’s Desiring played by 
the inimitable Jacques Lousier Trio. 

The next meeting is scheduled for 27th June at Peter Baylis’ house.    

Report: TERRY NOBLE 

Group Leaders: PETER BAYLIS / ANNE JONES 

                               

U3A CRAFT GROUP 2         

May meeting was not quite as expected 
as holidays and Bank Holiday changes of 
meeting dates of other groups meant we 
were down to two of us!  However we 
had a good chat about crafts over a cup of 
tea.   

June meeting will be at Pam’s homeand 
thank you to her for hosting it this month. 

LIZ NOBLE 

Group Leader  
 



  

 

U3A LEARN PHOTOGRAPHY GROUP 

It was a cold and cloudy day on Wednesday 16th May when eleven 
members of the photography group arrived at Burghley House. 
Occasionally the sun shone for a few minutes giving us all better 
light to take landscapes around the house. The trees were in full 
bloom and looked fabulous. From the main entrance to Lions Bridge, 
every member was snapping away, regardless of the cold. It was a 
great opportunity for the three new members who joined us to learn 
new skills. At the end of the session we ended up in the cafe by the 
surprise garden, to talk over what we had done.  

I hope to arrange more field events during the summer months.  

Report and photo DAVE PENDRY  

Group Leader  
 

U3A CLASSIC AND KIT CAR GROUP 

On Wednesday 23rd May members with their navigators took part in 
the U3A John Clare Classic Car Run. Many thanks go to Graham 
and Mary from Peterborough U3A for organising this Run.  As 
Graham said we all came back smiling and we agreed we did enjoy 
ourselves with only one or two wrong turns—photo!!   

We met for Lunch at the Milton Golf Club where we also had time to 
share our news with each other and preview the driving instructions. 
Then setting off after refreshments and just as the sun was coming 
out, we followed our route, which wound through country lanes, with 
instructions and references to John Clare’s poems. We covered 44 
miles leisurely and arrived back at the Golf Club for tea and scones. 

For our next meeting we are back at the Elton Walled Garden Centre 
- Wednesday 27th June from 11.30am in the newly refurbished Cafe 
- The Mulberry Cafe.      

JOHN BURTON 

Group Leader  
 

U3A SUNDAY LUNCH GROUP 

 

This month the Group will have their 
Lunch at The Red Lion, West Deeping, 
meeting at 12.30 for 1.00 pm on Sunday, 
24th June.  If you  wish to attend please 
notify Tony Semper or Michael Griffiths, or add your name to the 
board at Monday’s meeting. 

U3A MONDAY WALKING GROUP 

The walk was led by David 
and Linda and commenced 
from The Plough Inn, 
Greetham.  It was a breezy, 
humid day so pretty much 
ideal for walking. We were 
mainly on public footpaths 
with a few road crossings. 

The walk was approximately 
six miles (as our apps never 
seem to agree !!)   We 
passed the Folly "Fort 
William" twice as this added 
a mile to the route, so we 
marched down the hill and 
up again like all "The Kings 
Men", finishing off with a 
very good meal at The 
Plough. 

The next Walk, on 2nd 
Jul, will start from The New Inn, Folkingham, NG34 0SW.  This 
will be led by Yvonne and Murdoch, whose walk was cancelled in 
March due to the snow. Details to follow soon. 

STEVE HANSON 

Group Leader  
 

U3A GARDENING 4 PETALS AND PRODUCE GROUP 

Our May meeting was held at the beautiful garden of Pam and Dave 
Pendry. Although we were rather small in number, we made up for it 
in enthusiasm and our general interest in the many and varied planting 
in Pam’s well manicured garden. We were very fortunate with the 
weather and were able to enjoy wonderful refreshments on the patio, 
before a conducted tour of the garden. Time just sped by as we were 
so absorbed in this delightful setting. Many thanks to Pam for hosting 
the meeting and for spending so much time in getting the garden to 
look so well cared for. 
 

Our next meeting will be on 19th June at Railworld in Peterborough. 
Meet there at 10.00 am for an update on progress in the planting since 
our last spring visit 3 years ago.          Report/photo: EDDIE ADAMS 

 

Group Leaders: PAM PENDRY / JOHN MARSH 

                            
U3A FAMILY HISTORY GROUP 

 

For the June meeting Peg Torrance gave an 
interesting talk on the "Parish Chest" and its 
contents, the safety deposit box of its day. 
Village life was here in all the papers and 
ledgers held from Birth, Death and 
Marriages to Apprenticeship and Removal 
Records, Poor Rates and Bastardy Bonds to 
name a few. 
 

Copies of items were shown and discussed and again it was 
reiterated "to always look at the originals if possible", as transcripts 
don't always tell the full story.         
 

Report: JEAN BRENNAND 

Group Leaders: JOSIE SMITH / JEAN BRENNAND 

                          
  



  

 

U3A “STROLLERS” WALKING GROUP 

Ten strollers took advantage of perfect bank holiday walking weather 
for a circular walk of about three miles from Rutland Garden Centre 
taking in country lanes, meadows, woodland and wonderful views 
across Rutland Water.  

A picnic lunch on the banks of the reservoir enabled people to relax 
in the sun after what was generally regarded as a very enjoyable 
walk.                                                               Report JOHN MARSH 

Our walk this month will be a new venture for the group, as it will be 
an all day affair, visiting Sandringham in Norfolk to sample some 
local walks.  Details of the arrangements for the day will be 
circulated to members of the group shortly. 

BOB DELLER 

Group Leader  
 

U3A ANTIQUES AND COLLECTABLES GROUP 

 

For our May meeting we had Malcolm Kenwood, a former specialist 
Police detective, to give us a talk on 'Fakes and Forgeries’ - the Art 
of Deception'. 

THE ART MARKET: People, especially Russian Oligarchs, are 
buying art and antiques to impress, and a lot of these items are not 
genuine but the fakes are so well carried out that in a lot of cases you 
need to be a real expert to be able to prove their true provenance. 

FAKE: means to tamper with something for the purpose of 
deception.  

FORGERY: is the making of a thing in imitation of something that is 
forged, counterfeit, or fabricated.  

FORENSIC SCIENCE: when items are analysed at the laboratories 

the actual artwork is sometimes found to have been painted on 
chipboard, the paint is all wrong, and the finger prints and DNA are 
all examined for fraud. 
 

Camille Corot’s (French 
artist -1796-1875) painting 
style is easy to imitate  and 
has resulted in a huge 
production of Corot 
forgeries. It  was said that he 
painted 2,500 canvasses in 
his lifetime, and 7,800 are to 
be found in America.  

Malcolm told us of the Greenhough family, mother father and two 
sons all involved in the forgery business to the tune of £400.000 
Malcolm was involved in this case and prison sentences were handed 
out but not to the parents as they were in their 80s. Shaun wrote a 
book, his Autobiography, titled ‘Forger’s Tale'. Experts have 
estimated that a high percentage of all works within the art market 
are fake. These scams ultimately inflict considerable damage to 
collectors and the trade.  

We all enjoyed a very interesting and informative afternoon. 

Report IRENE BEEKEN 

Group Leaders: IRENE BEEKEN / PAM PENDRY 

                                

U3A MONDAY READERS GROUP 

 

This month's book was 'Death on the Cherwell' by 
Mavis Doriel Hay chosen by Ray Smith.  
 

Although not all of us had finished the book, we 
were all in agreement that it was definitely a book 
of its time, being written in the mid 1930s. 
Several of us thought it reminded us of Enid 
Blyton and was very 'jolly hockey sticks' in tone 
and we found the depiction of women and social 
class very interesting. We found it entertaining but so very different 
from the crime fiction we are used to as modern readers. 'Death on 
the Cherwell' prompted some lively discussion about grammar, 
accents and reader expectation. 
 

Next month we'll be discussing 'The Enchanted April' by Elizabeth  
von Arnin.                                                        Report: LINDA HILL 

 

Group Leader: LIZ WATERLAND  
 

U3A FLOWER ARRANGING GROUP 

 

In April we welcomed Chris Adams who led a workshop on a parallel 
design giving us some useful guidelines and encouragement, as well 
as other ideas for small arrangements that could be given as gifts. It 
was a very enjoyable afternoon. 

We were unable to meet in May, but this month we focused on curves 
and crescents which was not as simple as it appeared initially but we 
all managed to produce pleasing arrangements. 

We meet again on Thursday July 5th, when we will  be using a 
container and style of our choice but only a variety of foliage, without 
any flowers. Tips were shared on manipulating some leaves to 
enhance the arrangements if wanted.  If anyone is interested in 
joining us, we could now accommodate one or two more members, so 
please contact me if you are interested. 

Wisbech Rose Fair runs from July 4th to 7th and is highly 
recommended for anyone who enjoys flowers. It is based in the 
church of St Peter and St Paul and other surrounding churches in the 
town centre. It is well worth a visit. 

PAT LUDLOW 

Group leader  
 

U3A “WEEKENDERS” GROUP 

 

Ann welcomed 38 members to the 
Oddfellows Hall on Saturday, June 
9th.  She explained the new rules on 
Data Protection and asked members to 
ask their emergency contacts for their permission for us to hold their 
phone numbers before  next month’s meeting so that we can update 
our records. 

Marge told those going on the Rockingham Castle trip on July 8th
 to 

meet in the Co-op Long Stay car park at 11:30. 

The hall buzzed with chat as members enjoyed coffee and cakes 
whilst attempting a quiz. The morning ended with a raffle and game 
of Stand up/ Sit down bingo!  The next meeting will be on Saturday, 
July 14th..                                          Report: BARBARA MCNICOL 

Group leaders – ANN BRADSHAW / BARBARA MCNICOL  
                                                                



  

 

U3A TEN PIN BOWLING GROUP 

Can you picture it—a nice summer day by the sea, rolling waves, 
children playing on the sand and people strolling on the front eating ice 
cream and laughing?  Well we did nothing like that,  eleven members 
and our spouses, a total of fifteen people from Deepings U3A enjoyed a 
day at Hunstanton to play ten pin bowls on the pier. We all gathered at 
the pier and then those who were not playing lost themselves in the 
delights of ‘sunny Hunny’ while the rest of us gave our names to our host 
who then put them up on the scoreboard.   

After playing bowls for a number of years now I would say we are pretty 
good but to play at another place is pretty disconcerting when each of us 
says that the balls we bowl seems to veer to the left,  But one must allow 
for this and try to compromise which we did and eventually we produced 
some good scores.  I hope that everyone had a good time and this was just 
a one off.  

After our games were played we gathered outside to take photos and then 
departed for lunch at different venues and do whatever took our 
interest.   I would just like thank everyone for turning up especially Chris 
for organising those prizes.                                    Report: DAVID LUNN 

Group Leaders: DAVID LUNN / CHRIS PATMAN 

 

U3A CRAFT GROUP 3 

 

This month we started to tackle converting socks into 
stuffed monkeys!!  Progress was slow but interesting 
causing much laughter. We plan to complete them 
next month. 
ANITA SETCHFIELD 

Group  
 

U3A QUILTING GROUP 

 

Our June meeting proved very a productive meeting with members 
completing more lovely work. See photograph above.  It’s nice to see this 
group bonding with a good helpful relationship between the experienced 
quilters and those relatively new to it. 
 

MARGARET GRIFFITHS 

Group leader:   

U3A “CHURCH MICE” GROUP 

The Church Mice group broke fresh 
ground in June by visiting two churches, 
St Peter’s at Brooke and Holy Trinity at 
Teigh, both in the county of Rutland.  

St Peters is a delightful 16th century 
church in a small village near Oakham. 
From the outside its squat 13th century 
tower is dominating. Inside it has an 
interesting and rare communium room 
separate from the nave when there was no 
altar in the church. The church is 
Elizabethan and was probably built by 
country house builders, making it different 
from medieval churches. There are box 
pews and a narrow pulpit. 

From Brooke we travelled via Oakham to 
Teigh, an equally small village. There Holy Trinity, built in 1782, is a 
simple church with a tower and a nave. Inside it is an individual 
church with the pews on either side of the aisle facing each other. At 
one end of the aisle is the altar and at the other end an outstanding 
triple decker pulpit (pictured with Henry in Pulpit), so high that it is 
rare for the priest to use it. The church is Gothic revival and very well 
worth visiting. Tea was served to the 25 members in the rectory, 
which featured in Pride and Prejudice as the Bennet family's house    
Report: HENRY ROBERTS                                       

Group Leaders: JIM PRINGLE / SANDRA JONES 

 

U3A THURSDAY WALKING GROUP 

 

For the June walk, 14 members ventured a little further afield to take in a 
walk around the area of the Hemingford’s, just south of Huntingdon. 
Commencing from Hemingford Abbots the walk progressed through the 
buttercup laden Hemingford Meadow before reaching the 17th Century 
National Trust property at Houghton Mill. From there we continued 
through St Ives Thicket whilst bordering the River Ouse and spotting 
some Alpaca's before the town of St Ives was reached which enabled us 
to view the stone bridge across the River Ouse which dates from the early 
15th Century. Leaving St Ives the walk continued across another part of 
Hemingford Meadow still with its covering of buttercups, skirted the 
village of  Hemingford Grey and past Houghton Meadow before returning 
to the Axe and Compass at Hemingford Abbots for a good lunch. This 
was a very fine walk with good paths undertaken in pleasant walking 
conditions. Many thanks to Maggie Griffiths for leading the walk and 
organising the lunch. 

The next walk on 12 July will be 
led by Brian and Mimi Lawrence 
and will be at Ropsley, near 
Grantham starting at the Green 
Man, 24 High Street, Ropsley, 
Grantham, Lincs NG33 4BE. If 
you would like to attend this walk,  
please phone Brian and Mimi by 
the Monday preceding the walk, if 
possible, 01778 348336 or e-mail 
mimi_lawrence@hotmail.com  

GODFREY PARKES 

Group Leader 
 

PS: There were no stiles on our 
walking route compared to the 
previous months walk, but so not to 
be disappointed, David had to go 
out of his way to find one!! Photo: ANNE BURTON. 
 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 

 

This month we welcome Phillip Das, Peakirk 

U3A LISTENING  TO MUSIC GROUP 

 

Our June meeting was at the home of Chris Hartley who presented a programme based on "2's".   This comprised second 
movements, extracts from second symphonies and an intruiging duet for two cats by Rossini.   Another piece worthy of mention was Two 
Imps by little known Kenneth Alford - a composer of mainly military marches.   This was a Xylophone piece played at an amazing speed 
accompanied by the Band of the Royal Marines.   Evidently Chris's two sons played this as a showpiece during their schooldays.   Mysterious 
things can happen in music as we heard Debussy's 'Au Clare de la Lune...' in place of Chopin's Nocturn No 2 beautifully played by Dieter 
Goldman.   Other composers featured ranged form Thomas Arne (he of Rule Britannia fame) through to Shostakovitch and Rachmaninov. 
A splendid morning of lovely music with some interesting variations!   Thank you to Chris and Cynthia for their hospitality. 
Report ANNE JONES 

Group Leaders: TERRY NOBLE / JIM PRINGLE  
Sorry had to shorten report this month Anne.  Thanks 
for Terry’s help in doing so.  ANN 


