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Autumn sky over Anstruther harbour 

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW WEBSITE ADDRESS 

www.u3asites.org.uk/cupar/home 
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REPORT FROM THE CHAIR 

The clocks have changed, the red-golden 
leaves have fallen from the trees and the 
nights are drawing in.  Indeed, some cars 
have had their first ice-removing scrape of 
the season.  Autumn is moving onwards to 
Winter – and it is time for our biannual 
newsletter.   

The U3A in Cupar is enjoying a little surge of 
interest.  Since our Open Day in May, we 
have had over 30 people join our merry band.  
Several new groups have formed – and 
languages seem to be the key topic of interest.  We are soon hoping to 
have our fourth French group, and now have a new Spanish group as well 
as the existing two Italian groups.  We also have another gardening 
group, another wine-tasting group and a board games group.  Lots of fun 
to be had by all – and of course learning all the time! 

The new members are meeting at Sean’s Café with members of the 
committee, to welcome them into our U3A and inform them about the 
rationale behind both the national and local U3As – not to mention what 
you get for your membership fee…. 

We are also enjoying the monthly open meetings and have appreciated a 
variety of guest speakers since the previous newsletter.  We have had the 
very popular porridge “chieftain” Neal Robertson, PC Gary Kenhard 
discussing ATM crime, Colin Moore talking about crime fiction and of 
course a concert with our very own Cupalele band.  More talks in the 
offing, including of course, our Christmas Party in December.  We are all 
set for another great afternoon of revelry and merrymaking.   

I look forward to meeting many of you at the Christmas Party in 
December – but for those of you who cannot make it I would like to wish 
you all a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 

Veronica Kirk 
Chairman 
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS  

Chair Veronica Kirk 01334 654809 

Vice Chair Ruth Lear 01337 827345 

Treasurer Victor Bunting 01334 870417 

Secretary Ian Rutherford 01334 828991 

Minutes Secretary James Tebbs 01334 850403 

Membership Secretary Hilary Fraser 01337831943 

Fire Safety  James Tebbs 01334 850403 

Open Meeting Speakers Maureen Erskine 01334 652518 

Groups Liaison  Anne Hughes-Hallett 01334 829333 

U3A National Delegate 
(Scotland) Jill Ronaldson 01337 857050 

Newsletter Editor Ruth Lear 01337 827345 

General Enquiries  Veronica Kirk 01334 654809 

Web Master Veronica Kirk 01334 654809 

 

  

Website address for the National Organisation: 

www.u3a.org.uk 
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What Does Your Committee Do? 

At the AGM in March 2017, several committee members resigned to be 
replaced by four new members, reducing the size of your committee to 
nine – (after the AGM in 2016 there were twelve committee members).  
The good news is that membership of Cupar U3A has grown and we now 
have 221 members and several new interest groups!  Your committee 
continues to work hard to ensure that Cupar U3A runs smoothly, 
continues to grow and encourages the setting up of new groups that will 
be of interest to members old and new. 

So what exactly does your committee do?  As the committee is slightly 
smaller than last year, some committee members are wearing more than one 
hat, but here is a brief summary of the roles taken on by your committee: 

Chairman: Veronica Kirk   

As the name suggest, the chairman chairs committee meetings but also has a finger on 
the pulse of all that is happening within Cupar U3A to ensure that the needs of its 
members are being met. 

Vice-Chairman: Ruth Lear 

The vice-chairman supports and assists the chairman, deputising as and when necessary. 

Secretary: Ian Rutherford 

The secretary works with the 
chairman on the practical running 
of the U3A and the U3A committee.  
Keeps the chairman, and the 
committee, informed of any 
correspondence, taking action on 
this as and when necessary.  (Ian 
is also an enthusiastic member of 
the Ukulele Group, pictured far 
right.)   

Minutes Secretary: James Tebbs 

The minutes secretary takes the minutes of committee meetings and circulates them to 
all committee members. 

Treasurer: Vic Bunting 

The treasure is responsible for the efficient handling of all the financial affairs of the U3A, 
making sure spending doesn’t exceed income!  Provides regular accounts for 
presentation at the monthly committee meetings and also at the AGM.  
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Membership Secretary: Hilary Fraser 

The membership secretary keeps records of all Cupar U3A members, collecting in 
membership fees to be passed on the treasurer.  Hilary has recently been working very 
hard on setting up the Beacon system, a data base of members, which allows the 
membership secretary to more easily contact individuals or groups of U3A members. 

Group Liaison: Anne Hughes-Hallett 

This is the contact person on the committee for Group Leaders/Facilitators, also providing 
support for members who wish to set up a new group. 

Open Meeting Speakers: Maureen Erskine 

This is the committee member responsible for finding speakers to entertain and inform us 
at our monthly open meetings.  We are always looking for volunteer speakers, so if you 
have a subject you think would interest our U3A and that you can speak about for 30 
minutes, then please do get in touch! 

U3A National Delegate:  Jill Ronaldson 

Our national delegate attends U3A National Assemblies and reports back to committee on 
the topics covered at the Assembly.  Other committee members may accompany/stand in 
for our delegate. 

Webmaster:  Veronica Kirk 

The Cupar U3A website is where anyone can go for information on our U3A, particularly 
important for people new to the area.  Veronica has been working hard setting up a new 
Cupar U3A website as the old one became defunct.   

Quite a lot of work on top of her duties as chairman, so if there is anyone who would be 
happy to help, I’m sure Veronica would be very grateful! 

Newsletter Editor:  Ruth Lear 

Cupar U3A produces a twice-yearly newsletter for its members, relying on news items, 
articles and photographs sent in by groups and/or members.  The editor is always 
looking for input, so please do send anything you feel would be of interest to members 
through the contacts page of the Cupar U3A website, www.u3asites.org.uk/cupar/contact 
or contact Ruth directly at: ruthlear@aol.com  

General Enquiries:  Veronica Kirk 

Probably the first point of contact for anyone wanting information on Cupar U3A.  
Although of course there is always the website: www.u3asites.org.uk/cupar/home  

If you would like to join our merry band or feel you can help your 
committee in any way, please do get in touch!   

All assistance gratefully received. 
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FILM/THEATRE & OUTINGS GROUP 
In the 3 years since starting the group we've had a number of interesting 
and very successful outings to various events around Fife. As these events 
are at different times and places we meet 
together as a group on the first Friday of 
every month to discuss our programme.  
The meetings are held in Calders Coffee Shop 
at the Cupar Garden Centre and provide us 
with an opportunity to chat about the events 
we've been to.  We meet at 10.30am for 
approximately an hour.  However, as 
everyone has been to something far more 
exciting than anyone else, it might take a 
second hour – a really enjoyable morning! 
Apart from Film & Theatre, we cover Opera, Musicals, Orchestral Concerts 
and Ballet.  And good news -- we have recently joined with the 'Outings' 
Group, giving a wider choice of entertainment to all. 
For more information, contact: 
Sheila Carter 01337 858 634 / 0791430000 
	  

A Plea from our Membership Secretary 
I have been Membership Secretary for 5 years and have 
thoroughly enjoyed being part of the committee and 
learning more about the U3A.  It has also been great to get 
to know the members, at least to recognise a face if not to 
remember all the names.  I would like to stand down from 
this position at the next AGM in March.  So I would love if 
someone would like to volunteer to take it on.  I am asking 
at this time so that the next person in the job could work 
alongside me for the rest of this year. 

We have recently moved our recording system onto a 
database designed for U3As and it has certainly reduced the 
workload of the Membership Secretary. 

If anyone would like any more information before 
volunteering please get in touch with me. 

Hilary Fraser hbfraser@sky.com 
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Remember, worrying is like a rocking 
chair: it gives you something to do 

but doesn’t get you anywhere.   
So get up and get moving!  

NEW GROUPS! NEW GROUPS! NEW GROUPS! 

BOARD GAMES 
There’s a wide range of board games: 
entertaining, intellectual, and sociable. 
Some people feel guilty about 
spending time on such activities, but 
there is no need to. For those who 
would like to indulge with like-minded 
enthusiasts we are setting up a board 
game group to meet on the first 
Friday of each month at our house 
in Collessie at 1:30 pm. 

Interested? More information from: 

Chippy Ferguson on 01337 810417 
chippyferguson@gmail.com 

 

FRENCH FOR BEGINNERS 
Contact: Anne Hughes-Hallett 

01334 829333 
 

SPANISH 
Contact: Liz Shoobridge 

01334 870910 
 

GARDENING 2 
Contact: Anne Pattullo 

01337 858236 
 

WINE TASTING 2 
Contact: Helen Johnston 

01334 652389 
 

INDOOR SPORTS 
Do you feel you could do with a little more exercise, but not up to the 
challenge of a 5 mile hike?  If that’s the case, then our Indoor Sports 
group is for you.  We have a regular slot at the Cupar Sports Centre at 
Elmwood, Tuesdays from 1.30 – 3.00 not that we play all that time, 
there are frequent pit stops for chat and a rest!  We divide the time 
between badminton and tennis, depending on what members want.  There 
are a couple of challenges each week: to have a rally of more than five 
shots and to remember the score – and sometimes we manage both!   
We’ll never nurture an Andy Murray or a Heather Watson, but we have 
great fun trying. 
If you’re interested in joining us, do come along one week or contact:  

Malcolm Aldcroft on 01334 650264 m33aldcroft@tiscali.co.uk  
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GARDENING GROUP 2 

We are a very new garden group and are 
getting to know each other and each 
other’s gardens gradually. To date, we 
have had three meetings, all interesting 
and informative. It’s most enjoyable to see 
how gardens are really so very individual, 
each one so unique. 

We are supported and guided by John 
Dewar, his knowledge, his secateur 
sharpening skills and his good will are a 
great boon for us. 

We have been planting bulbs for spring, 
and look forward to seeing them appear in 
the Spring. 

We will not be meeting during the winter  
and plan to start up again on  
March 6th 2018 
 
Anne Pattullo 
01337 858236 
pattullo1@icloud.com  
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THE UKULELE GROUP 

Cupalele in Concert. 
17 members of Cupalele, Cupar U3As Ukulele ensemble entertained a full 
house at St. James The Great Church in Cupar on Saturday night.  The 
audience sang along with a slice of rock and roll, a dash of pop, a blend of 
jazz and blues, a waltz through some Scottish traditional songs rounded 
off with a George Formby classic.  

The concert was part of the Luminate Festival of creative Ageing. This 
Festival brings together older people and those from across the 

generations to celebrate 
our creativity as we age. 
Each year, there are 
activities all over 
Scotland - from art 
workshops and dance 
classes to music 
performances and 
authors' events.   

 

Members of the 
audience said how 

enjoyable it was to be able to attend a concert where they knew the songs 
and where able to sing along. 

Cupalele give their time freely in performance for the pleasure of singing 
and playing together.  The concert raised funds for St James the Great 
and the audience were 
very generous in their 
donations. 

Ed Link 
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THE MUSIC GROUP 
The two Music Groups, 
meet every second 
Tuesday, mornings at 
10am and afternoons at 
2pm. We resumed after 
the summer on September 
5th with a programme 
entitled ‘Colours of Bach’, 
with music by J.S. Bach 
for a variety of 
instruments and voices.  

We’ve also had ‘Schubert 
Dark and Light’ – cheerful music and profoundly sad music by Schubert, 
who did not live beyond the age of 31  - and ‘The Violinist Who 
Disappeared’, the story of the outstandingly gifted young American 
violinist, Michael Rabin. Our resident piano expert Bela Simandi has taken 
us through his ‘Utterly Selfish, Complete (but not quite) History of 
Classical Piano Music’ and following that we’ll be with Aaron Copland, 
‘Appalachian Spring’, ‘Fanfare for the Common Man’, Rodeo’ and so on, 
and then (continuing the American theme) Samuel Barber, who wrote the 
very famous Adagio.  More distant prospects include Shostakovitch and 
Stalin and music about flowers.   

We do have spaces for 
new members and it’s 
always fine to come along 
and see what we do and 
then decide whether it’s 
good to come back or not! 
– we are a friendly lot 
(both lots, that is) and 
there’s always a biscuit at 
half time and the chance 
to win a  particularly nice 
bar of tablet.   

For more information: 

Alastair MacFarlane   01337 810466 
dun1946bank@btinternet.com 

Schubert’s glasses 

Theater an der Wien 
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SWALLOWS 2 WALKING GROUP 

Dumfriesshire Walking Expedition September 2017 

Seven of us checked 
in at the Old 
Schoolhouse at 
Steilston north west 
of Dumfries for 3 
nights and 3 days 
walking. The weather 
played its part over 
these few days and 
the warm sunshine 
on Tuesday 19th 
made the drive south 
from Fife a pleasure 
as the countryside 
glowed in Autumn 
colours. 

Wednesday came in with grey gloomy skies and the promise of rain but 
the prospect of exploring new country in the Drumlanrig Castle Estate by 
the River Nith was exciting. Through old majestic woodland a network of 
winding paths and cycle tracks wound their ways offering occasional views 
of river and hills beyond although wildlife spotting brought meagre 
rewards. Many crows, a flurry of reared pheasants some escaping their 
fenced in enclosure and some fox or badger kill were as much as we saw 
until after a well-timed lunch stop at the Burnmouth Bridge. The rain had 
stopped and a kingfisher was spotted darting along the leafy riverbank.  

Poor weather and drizzle continued until Drumlanrig was reached, the 
kitchen Cafe located, and then 7 damp bodies were able to appreciate the 
welcome rest surrounded by copper pans and other antiquities whilst 
devouring cream teas. 

The schoolhouse was very well equipped with a large kitchen, a 
comfortable sitting room with a wood burning stove, plenty hot water and 
places to dry off our sodden boots and outerwear. 

The forecast for Thursday was more encouraging. Our intention was to 
walk up to the red sandstone Striding Arches built on the hilltops around 
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Cairnhead by sculptor Andy Goldsworthy as a celebration and a monument 
to the Scottish people and the travels they have made around the world.  

The first arch projected out the side of an old byre at the foot of the valley 
then further up the track and hill path the second reared up atop Colt Hill. 
Two other arches can be seen from here and the views around were clear 
and far-reaching with a glimmer of the Solway in the distance to the SW.  

 

Lunch over, the group was aiming for the third arch on Benbrack a few 
miles away but the going was soggy and rough so we split ranks, 3 
returning back to the track, the others continuing to the arch. There was 
an issue here when someone's leg disappeared to the knee in muddy bog 
followed by a head plant in soft moss. Thankfully dignity was swiftly 
restored. The 2 groups were reunited at the car park and set off for 
Moniaive where coffee and mouth-watering cakes revived everyone. That 
evening, dinner was to be at the Steamboat Inn at Carsethorn on the 
Solway Firth. It was a warm balmy evening with a beautiful sunset, and 
dinner at the Pub measured up equally well. 

Friday was dry and bright and after clearing and cleaning up the excellent 
schoolhouse the group set out for Portrack and The Garden of Cosmic 
Speculation near Holywood and the River Nith once more. This garden is 
glorious, designed by Charles Jenks and his late wife Maggie Keswick and 
covers a huge area. It is private and permission to visit requires a written 
request. Once there, you follow a map taking you through quirky 
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woodland, around terraces, over bridges, along winding paths past 
sculptures, water features, and a walled garden which celebrates nature 
through 6 senses and some humour to boot. It is a thoroughly inspiring 
place. Following our visit, the group met up at Thomas Tosh's at Thornhill 
for lunch to round off a very successful few days. 

Thanks to Cathy for suggesting this area of Dumfriesshire as a place with 
many walking options, and for obtaining permission to visit the Garden at 
Portrack, to Hilary and Bob for sussing out accommodation and walking 
routes and to everyone who took part in this thoroughly enjoyable U3A 
Swallows 2 Expedition in September 2017. 

 

Jane Kerr, 1.10.17 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P.S.  For those of you who don’t know, SWALLOWS is an acronym for: 

Short Walks And Long Lunches On Wednesdays 
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UPDATE ON THE WINE TASTING GROUP 

Our most recent foray into the world of wine found us at Sheena and 
Trevor’s home.  Empty glasses in hand, we seated ourselves at a table 
groaning with delicious cheeses and accompanying bread and crackers.  
We were agog with anticipation – what would be the chosen wines of the 
evening?  Red, white or rosé?  A country’s wines or a certain grape? 

We have been together as a group for two years now, so we have learned 
a little – but there is so much wine out there unsampled… 

A red wine was poured out for us.  A first look, smell, taste – 
“hello old friend” said one of our number, who recognised the flavour.  We 
agreed that the wine was fruity and was good for drinking with friends, 
with or without food.  It was a 2016 Australian Merlot.  Very enjoyable and 
rated a small smile on our chart (we didn’t want to praise it too highly – 
three more wines yet to sample!) 

Next a 2015 South African Merlot – agreed by all to have no nose, with a 
dry and earthy taste.  A mixed reaction round the table.  Some smiles, 
some straight lines! We refuelled on bread and cheese, ready to continue.   

Third was a 2016 Californian Merlot (do you recognise the pattern now?  
Some of us only spotted it at this stage…) This wine was fruity and earthy 
with lots of body.  At this stage we were becoming separate in our views. 
Most of us were pretty impressed by this wine – but if we had known it was 
from California then we would have passed it by.  Interesting.   

Finally, a 2016 Chilean Merlot, seriously rich and fruity and our most 
expensive bottle.  Of course, by now we were a little confused over the 
tastings and needed to re-sample some of the earlier wines. But this is 
normal for us.  We are learning after all.   

The third wine and the final wine were both over £6.  The first two wines 
were under £5.  To be honest, we didn’t notice a great deal of difference 
between them, to merit the extra cost.  There was a lot of discussion 
about leaving a wine opened to breathe for a few hours beforehand to see 
whether the taste was improved.   Certainly, we thought that for some 
bottles, flavours were changed on the second tasting.   

An excellent evening – thanks to our hosts – and we look forward to the 
next get-together in December. 

Veronica Kirk 
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OPEN DAY MAY 20th 2017  a success story! 

An Open Day was held on 20 May 2017 to promote U3A and encourage 
new members to join our U3A.  We hadn’t chosen the best of days as it 
was also the day of the Fife Show, plus it was pouring with rain!   

However, there was a great atmosphere in the Corn Exchange Hall and 
the Group Leaders had done a tremendous job with their table displays 
and notice boards.  Entertainment was provided by four of our groups – 
Ukulele, Dance, Singing for Fun and Poetry, all of which added to the 
enjoyment of the morning and our grateful thanks go to all those brave 
souls who took part! 

37 Cupar U3A Information Packs were handed out during the course of the 
morning and four people actually signed up on the day!  Within a couple of 
weeks another eight people joined our U3A and numbers are now well 
over the 200 mark. 

Since the Open Day, new groups have been formed: French for Beginners, 
Spanish, Board Games, a second Wine Appreciation Group and maybe 
even another Walking Group. 

A feedback sheet was filled in at the door to try and establish how people 
had found out about the event.  It was interesting to note that most 
people had heard by word of mouth, in spite of posters around the town 
and surrounding area.   

So please do spread the word about U3A amongst your friends 
and acquaintances as this clearly seems to be the best way of 

encouraging new members. 

Many thanks to all those people who worked so hard to make our 
Open Day such a success – it was worth it! 

UPDATE! 
As Veronica mentioned in her Chairman’s report, an 

Afternoon Tea was held recently for newer members of 
our U3A.  This is a new initiative and gives an opportunity 

for new members to meet other new members, some of the 
committee, ask any questions and also learn a little about 
the history and organisation of U3A.  Feedback suggests 

that this was a very successful venture, so definitely one to 
be repeated! 
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GROUP LEADERS / FACILITATORS 
One of the guiding principles of all U3As 
is that they are run by the members 
for the members, and this principle 
should also apply to the groups.   

Our Group Leaders do a wonderful job 
in providing activities and events for 
our membership and we are very 
grateful that so many of our members 

are prepared to devote time and energy to setting up and running a 
group.  Any member who has a skill or interest that they would like to 
share with others, will be supported by the committee to do just that.  
Initial point of contact is our Group Liaison Committee Member, Anne 
Hughes-Hallett, contact details on the committee members list. 

So what is involved?  

The Group Leader is the contact person within a group but it is the 
members who are collectively responsible for the running of the group, 
drawing up a programme etc.  Of course there are instances when he/she 
may take on more of a leadership role, such as the teaching of a skill or 
providing factual information, but on the whole it is a democratic, 
egalitarian group of like-minded people, keen to share their skills and 
experiences.  Group Leaders also act as conduits between the Committee 
and the Group, passing information backwards and forwards.   

Who are the Group Leaders? 

They are members of our U3A!  Taking 
on the role of Group Leader / Group 
Facilitator may sound quite a daunting 
task, but with the support of all group 
members, it should not be an onerous 
task.  Remember that a group is a 
team, but without our excellent 
volunteer Group Leaders, we would 
not be able to offer all the activities 
available to you, so do support them 
and maybe even consider taking on 
the role yourself at some point!  
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JUST FOR FUN! 

Loopy	  Literature	  &	  Exam	  Howlers	  –	  some	  Shakespearean	  Tragedies	  

In many years of teaching, I sometimes marked Higher English papers for 
the Exam. Board. After a while I began to make a note of some of the 
more unusual comments which candidates, under time pressure in an 
important exam, and trying their best to please the examiners, wrote. 
Sometimes you can see what they were getting at, others …. well ………           

Here is a sample, exactly as they were written.  

Romeo and Juliet: 

Romeo went to get poison from the hypocrasy. 

Romeo helplessly wanders round the stage followed by a poor girl named 
Rosaline.  

Tybalt is kilted.  

In this scene Romeo slains Tybalt which results in the breakdown of this 
once strong character. Romeo then attempts vertical confusion numerous 
times. 

This strong bond is again shown when Romeo and Juliet first talk. They 
produce a sonnet without realising it.   

Romeo has to be executed and then goes into hiding. When Juliet finds 
this out she is upset.   

 

Hamlet: 

A mother and son relationship should not be like that, the son should be 
put first on top of any man. 

Suicide is a sin and would make matters worse. He will not get revenge, 
he will be punished by going to hell and of course the play would be rather 
short.  

There is an abundance of punctuation throughout the play.  

As Fortinbras says in a fitting obituary, ‘He was likely, had he been put on, 
to have proved most royal.’ And I couldn’t agree more.  

Rosengrotz and Guildenstern. 
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Merchant of Venice: 

Portia saves Antonio’s life by dressing as a man. 

 

Othello: 

Othello is very merciful when he goes to kill Desdemona as he makes her 
beg before smothering her.  

‘I am not what I am.’ Does this statement confuse you in any way?  
It confuses me.  
 
The tension in this scene is obscenely high.  

Moments before killing her Othello contemplaits with a lamp. 

The eloquent language is replaced by exclamations and only a few words 
such as ‘Ha!’ and ‘O Misery!’. 

 

Macbeth: 

 ‘Spot! Spot! Out damned Spot!’  

‘Out, darned spot! Out!’ 

From a noble man to a scared man and now to a 
strong and tedious character, I think Macbeth is 
now very uncaring ….. 

Although Macbeth says he is a man, he does not 
really believe it, whereas Lady Macbeth knows 
she is quite manly.  

Lady Macbeth, though, could pull his buttons.  

 

Thanks to Alastair Macfarlane for the above! 

 

 

  
And one for the grandchildren: 

Why can you not hear a pterodactyl 
when he goes to the toilet? 

Because he has a silent pee!! 

Give me strength! 
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OPEN MEETINGS 2017/18 
Meetings are held in the Baptist Church Hall, Bonnygate, Cupar (unless 
stated otherwise) on the second Wednesday of the month. The usual 

programme format will be: 

2.00 pm Doors open  

2.15 pm Chairman’s welcome and General Administration  

2.30 pm Main Speaker, followed by questions  

3.15 pm (approx) Tea and coffee, biscuits, served by our efficient and 
ever-pleasant hostesses, Pam and Sheena 

 

DATE  TITLE    SPEAKER 
Wed 8th Nov  Life as a Colonial Officer  Callum Christie 
     in Africa 
 
Wed 13th Dec Christmas Party  
 
2018 

Wed 10 Jan  Rolls & Royce     James Tebbs 

Wed 14 Feb  Music in Hospitals    Sarah Bax 

Wed 14 March AGM 

Wed 11 April  Citizen Advocacy    Camilla McGregor 

Wed 9 May  The Treasure Trove   Elizabeth East 

Wed 13 June  Final meeting before the summer 

no meetings in July and August 
 

All are welcome to these meetings – do bring along a friend who may be 
interested in joining U3A. They can come to two Open Meetings and two 

group meetings before committing to join U3A. 

Membership fee, at present £15 per annum, gives access to all open 
Meetings, Groups and outings, (the latter may carry an additional charge). 

 We now have a shiny new projector and computer 
for use by our speakers, so be prepared for an 
enhanced experience at our Open Meetings! 
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Webmaster 
You may have noticed in the article on 

Committee Roles that our chairman, Veronica 
Kirk, has also taken on the responsibility for 
setting up and monitoring the new Cupar 

U3A website.   

This is now up and running, so we would really 
appreciate an extra pair of hands and eyes to 

keep the information up to date.  This should not be too time consuming a 
job, but it is important that the information on the website is current. 

 
If you feel that this is something you can help with, please contact  

Veronica Kirk 01334 654809 veronica.kirk@talk21.com   

 

Catering 

For the past 8 years, our hardworking Catering 
Team of two, Pam Hulatt and Sheena James, have 
organised the refreshments at our Open Meetings, 

Christmas Parties etc. 

They would really love to hang up their tea towels and 
hand over the teapots to another team.  If you feel 

it’s time they had a break, then just get in touch with 
either Pam or Sheena and they will be very happy to 

show you round the kitchen! 

 
Pam Hulatt 01334 656721 pamelahulatt@yahoo.co.uk 

Sheena James 01334 650279 sheena.james45@gmail.com  

JOB VACANCIES - CAN YOU HELP?  
 

We all benefit from the efforts put in by the volunteers who keep the wheels of 
our U3A running smoothly, and if you feel you can give back by volunteering as 

a cog in one of those wheels, then please don’t be shy in stepping forward. 
 

MANY THANKS! 
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GROUPS AND CONTACT INFORMATION 
GROUP LEADER PHONE EMAIL DAY 
Art 
Appreciation Linda Findlay 01337 

828533 lindafindlay303@gmail.com  Every 4th 
Tuesday 

Art History 
Mike Sawyer 
Acting Group 
Leader 

01382 
542311 oatlands9@outlook.com  First 

Thursday 

Board 
Games 

Chippy 
Ferguson 

01337 
810417 chippyferguson@gmail.com  First Friday 

1.30 

Craft Bethan 
Murray 

01337 
857371 

bethanbrucemurray@btintern
et.com  

2nd + 4th 
Tuesdays 

Dance Jan Knight 07478 
329864 jandance1010@hotmail.co.uk  Monday 

afternoons 

Economics Duncan 
Pickard 

01334 
870203 bmpickard@clara.co.uk  Monthly on 

Mondays 

Film/Theatre 
& Outings 

Sheila Carter  

Mary Core 

01337 
858634 

01334 
655386 

capereal@gmail.com  

midcottage@tiscali.co.uk 

Contact 
Group 
Leader 

French 1 Judy Dean 01334 
828961 judydean9@gmail.com  Weekly  

Mon am 

French 2 Sarah Wood 01334 
828655 sarah@silverandgray.com  Alternate 

Tues am 

French 3 
(Beginners) 

Anne 
Hughes-
Hallett 

01334 
829333 

anne.hugheshallett@googlem
ail.com  

Mondays 
12.30 

Gardening 1 Maureen 
Brickley 

01334 
654484 mbrickley47@aol.com  

Last 
Monday 
1.30pm 

Gardening 2 Anne Pattullo 01337 
858236 pattullo1@icloud.com  Monthly 

Indoor Sport Malcolm 
Aldcroft 

01334 
650264 m33aldcroft@tiscali.co.uk  Tuesdays 

1.30pm 

Italian 
** Beginners 
*Intermediates 

Geoff 
Armitage 

01334 
656611 gandc.armitage@gmail.com  

**Alternate 
Thurs pm 

*Alternate 
Thurs pm 

Jazz 
Appreciation Colin Martin 01334	  

654831 mcmartinffcf@gmail.com Monthly on 
Thursdays 
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GROUP LEADER PHONE EMAIL DAY 

Local History Celia 
Armitage 

01334 
656611 gandc.armitage@gmail.com  Monthly on 

Fridays 

Lunch/Social Yolande 
Warner 

01334 
657618 

yolandewarner@googlemail.c
om  

Monthly 
2nd Monday  

Music Alastair 
MacFarlane 

01337 
810466 

dun1946bank@btinternet.co
m  

Alternate 
Tuesdays 

Philosophy Will Aitken 01334 
470066 wh.aitken@gmail.com  

Monthly 
Thursdays 
pm 

Play Reading Malcolm 
Aldcroft 

01334 
650264 m33aldcroft@tiscali.co.uk  Monthly 

Poetry Peter Jarvis 01334 
828312 psmjarvis@btinternet.com  Fortnightly 

Friday pm 

Solo Lunches Nadia Willard 01334 
652756 nadiajm@hotmail.co.uk  Monthly on 

Sundays 

Ukulele Ed Link 07504 
090898 edl.perthu3a@gmail.com  Fridays am 

Singing for 
Fun 

Janet Wilson  

Carol Melville 

01334 
209578 

07973 
921171 

Janet.spirecott@gmail.com 

carolatwolery@aol.com  
Monthly 

Spanish 
(Beginners) 

Liz 
Shoobridge 

01334 
870910 lizstephen1@btinternet.com  Fortnightly 

Swallows 
Walking 

Jean & Mike 
Sawyer 

01382 
542311 

07867 
421986 

oatlands9@outlook.com  First 
Wednesday 

Swallows 2 
Walking 

Bruce & 
Bethan 
Murray 

01337 
857371 

bethanbrucemurray@btintern
et.com  

Third 
Wednesday 

Wine Tasting Veronica Kirk 01334 
654809 veronica.kirk@talk21.com  Every two 

months 

Wine Tasting 
B 

Helen 
Johnston 

01334 
652389 helencupar@gmail.com ? 
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Wishing you all a Very Merry Christmas 
and a 

Happy and Healthy New Year! 
 

Spotted on the beach near Kingsbarns – a relative of Nessie maybe? 

(Remember our Christmas ‘Do’  on 13th December) 

It’s amazing what you see on a U3A walk! 


