[image: image1.png]



Minutes of committee meeting held via Zoom 

at 6.45pm on Thursday 8th September 2022
PRESENT:


Tony Henry, Chair;   Pam Campbell, Business secretary; Pete Burrow, Social Secretary Lesley Patterson, Treasurer; John Rutherford – Groups Convenor.

1. Apologies 
Averil Fendley, Membership secretary;
2. Minutes of last meeting

Accepted as a true record. 

3. Matters Arising
Nil

4. Membership Update

138 members have now paid their annual membership fee. A small but steady trickle of new members continues

.Action:
· Averil to send updated list when possible

5. Social Activities

Pete outlined the 2 future social events that are planned –(1)  a trip to Jupiter Artland next week that now has 13 attendees, and has been 2-3 years in the planning (disrupted due to the pandemic), and (2) a trip to the Matthew Bourne ballet production of “A Sleeping Beauty” in April 2023 is now fully booked.

No further activities have been booked due to a lack of interest from members

Pete reported that recent trips to “The Book of Mormon” and “We will rock you” went well, with 14 attendees. A U3A member (John Devlin) is currently undertaking mini bus training, so may be approached to see whether he will drive to events in due course.

5.1 Quiz

Pete has been in touch with Derek ?? from the Jubilee Hall Trustees, and 2 Quizzes have been planned as a joint venture between the Jubilee Hall and our U3A. The first of these is to be held on October 29th* and the second one on Saturday 10th December in the evening. The latter will serve as a Christmas Quiz with a buffet.  Drinks will be provided for sale by the Jubilee Hall including Beer/Wine/Soft drinks/Tea/Coffee; the hall will take the profits from the bar. The Hall will assist with advertising, and will do the printing for quiz sheets. Hall Trustees will set up and clear away. The frequency for future joint quizzes is to be determined. We will provide (minimal) prizes.
* subsequent to the meeting the Quiz planned for 29th October was cancelled due to double booking by the Jubilee Hall

Action:

Pam to advertise dates for Quiz in the monthly email to members 

6. Website

Group pages have now been updated by John, but this still leaves the website in a difficult position with some parts updated and others not. Members or potential members cannot therefore be reliably directed to use it as some information (e.g. the Monthly Open meeting programme) is inaccurate. Discussion took place regarding the proposed webmaster, Sue Willoughby, as nothing more has been heard from her, and she has not been in touch with Ian Webb.

Action:

Pam to make contact with Sue Wiloughby to see if she is still interested in the webmaster role

7. Monthly Meetings Programme
Tony is trying to get hold of Jack Wilkinson, a speaker who talks about his experiences as a Polio victim, and also sings to attend the December meeting. Clive Wilkinson (who had to defer his talk in July due to illness) is hopefully moving to January.
The annual lecture by Sir Henry Every on the setting up of the national memorial arboretum is scheduled for 7 (for 7.30)pm on 23rd November.

Action:

Pam to send a “save the date” reminder about the evening session for the annual lecture

8. Future Committee or Way Forward
There has been a very limited response to alerting members to the fact that we need a whole new committee in April. 2 members (David Willoughby and Vivienne Fleet) had shown interest. Vivienne had expressed interested in supporting Pete with Social activities. The urgency for the new committee was growing, and an alternative of merging with another group (such as Wooler or Alnwick) was discussed. The strong preference was to try and push for more committee members. 2 members. Pam agreed to put out a role descriptor pertaining t the various roles to see if this sparked any more interest. 
Action: 

-Pam to outline the committee roles available in the monthly email to members

- Pam to contact the 2 people who had expressed interest to see which roles they wanted to take on
9. Any Other Business

Nil
10. Date and Time of Next Meeting:

Tuesday 18th October at 6pm via Zoom
